
William ‘Bart’ Beattie
 Beattie thinks the school board has 
been pretty dysfunctional in the last 
several years. The rapid turnover in 
superintendents — the district is now 
looking for its fifth in five years — 
is “a pretty good indication that the 
board is not able to come together,” he 
says.
 He wants to help set the board on 
a new path. Beattie believes the school 
board can work better if its members 
are committed to working together 
productively. That means that members 

BY J.W. OLIVER
 The Harpswell Coastal Academy 
Board of Directors wants the town to pay 
up to $800,000 to buy back its campus, 
more than five times the $150,000 sale 
price when the academy bought the 
property from the town in 2015.
 Harpswell Coastal Academy says 
it needs the money to pay off debt and 
meet other obligations as the decade-
old charter school prepares to close. 
Harpswell voters will decide whether to 
pay the sum at the annual town meeting 
on March 11.
 The Harpswell Select Board revealed 
the price at its meeting on Thursday, Feb. 
16.
 "The town team attempted to get the 
best deal it could for the town, but HCA 
was clear that it had financial obligations, 
including debt, as part of the dissolution 
process," Select Board Chair Kevin 

Eric Lusk
 Lusk, first elected in 2020, wants to 
make sure MSAD 75 is using taxpayer 
dollars most efficiently to address 
students' needs. He is running for his 
second term on the school board.
 A financial advisor who has lived 
in Harpswell since 2012, Lusk says the 
district’s growing budget compelled 
him to run for the first time in 2020. 
Annual financial reports show the 
town’s share of the MSAD 75 budget was 
about $2.23 million more for the 2021-
22 school year than the 2011-12 school 

BY SAM LEMONICK
 Three candidates are running for 
two of Harpswell’s seats on the Maine 
School Administrative District 75 Board 
of Directors. Voters will choose among 
incumbent Eric Lusk and challengers William 
“Bart” Beattie and Gregory Greenleaf in the 
March 11 town election. Beattie is running as 
a write-in candidate after incumbent Margaret 
“Greta” Warren withdrew from the race. 
Warren’s name will still appear on the ballot.
 (Editor's note: Gregory Greenleaf writes 
the "Lost on a Loop Trail" humor column for 
the Harpswell Anchor.)
 Polls will be open at Harpswell 
Community School from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 11. The town business 
meeting begins at 10 a.m. March 8 is the 
deadline to request an absentee ballot from 
the town clerk. ⚓
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A cold day’s work Snow blankets the fishermen’s memorial at Land’s End, 
Bailey Island. The late Bailey Island fisherman H. Elroy Johnson was the model for the 
statue. Johnson was an advocate for Maine fishermen. Versions of the statue are on 
display in Portland and Washington, D.C. (SHERRIE TUCKER PHOTO)
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School board candidates bring variety of experiences, perspectives

Gregory Greenleaf
 Greenleaf has spent the last 25 
years working as a teacher. He says 
his own teaching philosophy matches 
MSAD 75's: to give students skills 
and perspectives that will let them 
lead meaningful lives. He thinks his 
classroom experience will help the 
school board meet that ambitious 
goal.
 "It involves the three R's, but also 
the social-emotional tools that come 
with growing up and making those 
decisions that lead to a satisfying life," 

See LUSK on Page 27See GREENLEAF on Page 27See BEATTIE on Page 26

HCA asks town 
to pay $800K 
for campus

BY JOHN GOR MLEY
 Meredith White began her education as a 
marine biologist while a child exploring the 
tidal pools around Potts Point in Harpswell.
 White was recently named supervisor 
of the state's Nearshore Marine Resources 
Program, which makes her the chief scientist 
leading the state's efforts to protect and 
manage its valuable populations of shellfish, 
notably soft-shell clams, quahogs and oysters. 
Those summers on Potts Point played no 
small part in preparing her for her current 
role.
 In 1889, her great-great-grandfather built a 
cottage on Potts Point. Later her family added 
another cottage. Through the years, Potts 
Point was where members of her extended 
family gathered during the summers.
 She loved exploring the shoreline. "I got 
really interested in all the animals I found 
under the rocks," she said. "I didn't understand 
until I was 13 that it could be a job."

Maine’s top clam 
scientist has 
Harpswell roots

See SCIENTIST on Page 24 See HCA on Page 28
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 Maine School Administrative 
District 75 Superintendent 
Steven Connolly will resign at 
the end of the school year. The 
departure of the district's top 
administrator sets up the sixth 
transition in the role in five 
years.
 "My decision to resign comes 
after much self-reflection, 
consideration of work-life 
balance, and family input," 
Connolly said in his resignation 
letter. "While the long hours 
each week, the volume of 
evening meetings and events, 
and hard decisions were known 
parts of the role, I find I have 
not been effective at managing 
the implicit divisions that exist 
based on political, personal, 
and ideological beliefs which, 
in my view, are stagnating 
the opportunity for systemic 
educational progress. Upon 
joining the District on July 1, 
2022, I believed I would be the 
person to bring continuity to a 
staff and community seeking to 
move forward. Unfortunately, 
that will not be the case."

 In the letter, Connolly 
thanked MSAD 75 Board 
of Directors Chair Frank 
Wright, of Harpswell, and 
Vice Chair Hutson Hayward, 
of Bowdoinham, for what he 
described as a supportive and 
collaborative relationship with 
board leadership.
 "I also wish to express my 
sincere appreciation to those 
Board members who supported 
the goal of educational progress 
for all — not just some — MSAD 
No. 75 students," he said in the 
letter. "Every student should 
have the right to thrive in the 
MSAD No. 75 community, 
regardless of any single person's 
belief system."
 He praised the district's 
administrators, staff and 
students.
 "We have much good work to 
do in the coming months, and 
I will work to be as focused as 
possible on the important work 
ahead of us," he said. "I will 
also endeavor to support the 
transition process for the next 
district leader as you see fit."
 "While my resignation may 

seem like a setback in some 
ways, my decision also 
provides an opportunity for the 
communities to determine what 
it is they really want in a leader 
and what it may take to keep 
someone in that role for the 
foreseeable future," Connolly 
concluded. "Best of luck to you 

all."
 The MSAD 75 Board of 
Directors accepted Connolly's 
resignation on Thursday, Feb. 
9.
 "This is really hard, as you 
can imagine, but we do have 
to move forward, so we will 
begin our search for a new 

superintendent as soon as 
possible," Wright said.
 The board immediately 
selected a superintendent 
search committee. In addition 
to the chair, the committee will 
have one member from each of 
the district's four towns: Doug 
Dumont, Topsham; Hayward, 
Bowdoinham; Ryan Larsen, 
Harpswell; and Kim Totten, 
Bowdoin.
 Wright said his next step 
would be to consult the district's 
human resources director, 
Jessica Factor.
 Wright told Connolly that 
he had done exactly what the 
board asked him to do during 
his brief tenure.
 "You moved us forward and 
you made a huge difference in 
our district because you allowed 
us to focus on the important 
things … and we're really sorry 
to see you go," Wright said.
 Board member Mike 
Timberlake, of Topsham, called 
the news "shocking and sad."
 "I've been impressed with 
your leadership right from the 

Keller Williams Realty
 Each office independently owned

(207) 729-2134 |  harpswellrealtygroup.com   
1845 Harpswell Islands Rd., Orr’s Island, Maine 04066

VOTED “BEST OF THE BEST” REAL ESTATE OFFICE MIDCOAST 2022

Harpswell, ME.
Listed at $589,000 | Sold for $650,000

Harpswell, ME.
Listed at $390,000 | Sold for $401,000

Harpswell, ME.
Listed at $749,000 | Sold for $800,000

Harpswell, ME.
Listed at $498,000 | Sold for $609,000

Harpswell, ME.
Listed at $498,000 | Sold for $568,000

  It’s my job to sell your home…

  1) For more money.

  2) In less time.

  3) Without stress or inconvenience. 

Even in this shifting market, I  have 

gotten thousands over the list price in 

just days with the most favorable 

terms for my seller clients. Call me to 

see how we can do the same for you. 

It’s still a seller’s market, so let me 

help you take advantage of it before 

it’s too late.           -Ron

$61,000 OVER 

Listed Price $11,000 OVER 

Listed Price

$70,000 OVER 

Listed Price $51,000 OVER 

Listed Price $111,000 OVER 

Listed Price

MSAD 75 superintendent to resign, citing district 'divisions'

See RESIGNATION on Page 26

Steven Connolly addresses the Maine School Administrative District 75 
Board of Directors at the time of his hiring on April 14, 2022. Connolly will 
resign at the end of the school year. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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A day to celebrate
 I'm writing to celebrate 
Harpswell's first in-person town 
meeting in several years. Interested 
citizens will once again be able to 
gather at Harpswell Community 
School on Saturday, March 11, to 
hear from the town Select Board and 
have the opportunity to comment 
on and vote for the warrant articles. 
I've lived in Maine for 30 years and in 
Vermont for 12 years before that and 
I have learned to appreciate the very 
special opportunity town meetings 
present to share in the governance of 
one's community.
 March 11 is also the day when 
we will elect two Maine School 
Administrative District 75 board 
members from Harpswell. I've 
been able to get to know one of 
the candidates, Gregory Greenleaf, 
and I enjoyed reading his views in 
his letter published in last month's 
Harpswell Anchor. In addition, I'm 
excited that a neighbor, Bart Beattie, 
is running for school board as a 
write-in candidate. Both Gregory 
and Bart have been parents of 
MSAD 75 students. I'm convinced 
they will serve Harpswell families 
and their children with care and 
thoughtfulness.
 Whether you attend the full 
town meeting, vote absentee by 
contacting the Town Office, or 
come to the school on March 11 to 
cast your ballot, it's time to celebrate 
the opportunity we all have to 
be informed, active and involved 
citizens.

Linda Kreamer, Orr's Island

The legacy of HCA
 I had the pleasure of being 
interviewed recently for a living 
history project at Harpswell Coastal 
Academy. I found the questions very 
thought-provoking and, at times, 

I struggled to find words and keep 
emotions in check. In the end I 
was asked what I hope the legacy of 
HCA is, what others can learn from 
the life of HCA in this community 
... or something along those lines. 
To hear my response, you will have 
to check out the final product these 
students produce.
 What this interview brought to 
mind, and what I want to express 
here today, is my gratitude for all the 
members of this community who 
helped make that school a reality. 
You know who you are ... you came 
to meetings, you published articles, 
you donated time and money, you 
sat on the board, you helped make 
events happen, etc., etc. I will never 
forget those days and that process. 
My hope is that we will always 
remember the number of lives that 
school changed.
 I was relatively new to Harpswell 
when I got involved with that 
project. I look back now and find it 
hard to separate my understanding 
of this community and all of the 
wonderful people in it from the 
work it took to get that school off the 
ground. Thanks to everyone who 
shared that vision and helped make 
it happen. Your contributions made 
a big difference in the lives of many 
students here in Harpswell and 
beyond.

Joseph Grady, Harpswell Neck

Thanks for help and support
 Brian and Dawnna Black would 
like to extend a heartfelt thanks 
for all of the help and support they 
receive from their community.
 Meals in a Pinch works hard to 
make delicious food that is brought 
every other Tuesday. This has been 
a great help in keeping Dawnna 
healthy and happy and has taken a 
lot of pressure off of Brian.

 Brian can also relax knowing 
that Dawnna is in the good hands 
of those from Beacon Hospice 
who help keep her comfortable 
and able to stay at home. Lastly, the 
wonderful neighbors and friends 
who graciously check in on the 
couple are so greatly appreciated.
 Brian and Dawnna are endlessly 
grateful for Meals in a Pinch, 
Beacon Hospice, and the Orr’s 
Island community for their love and 
support.

Brian J. Black, Orr’s Island

Take the train
 The Downeaster skims along 
the tracks smoothly as we are 
Brunswick-bound after an exciting 
weekend adventure in Boston. How 
lucky are we to have this travel gem 
nearby so we can be whisked to the 
big city in a little over three hours? 
My partner and I are returning 
from a night in the city, having been 
spellbound at the Boston Opera 
House by the Broadway production 

of “Hamilton.”
 We take the train several times 
a year, as we both enjoy going to 
restaurants, museums, Fenway, 
theater performances and concerts. 
North Station has many reasonably 
priced hotels nearby and a quick 
Uber ride gets you around the city. 
As we get closer to home, I can’t wait 
to start planning our next Boston 
adventure. Take the train — you 
won’t be disappointed.

Judy Eklund, Harpswell

Carbon emissions 
and dark skies
 I would like to thank the town of 
Harpswell for its efforts to reduce its 
carbon emissions. A thank you to 
all the people involved who helped 
make this possible. Also, thank you 
for keeping our night skies dark for 
all of us to enjoy!

City Folks
The folks who live in the city
Never see a star.
They look at each other in
Bewilderment
And wonder what they are.

They never see the first star
Of the evening
To make a wish upon.
They never see the twinkling
In the heavens
From darkness until dawn.

It seems to me a pity
That they miss such
A wondrous sight.
But when you live in the city
There is never darkness in the night.

Carol Bibber, Harpswell Neck
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Harpswell

March 2
 Writer and photographer Ed 
Robinson makes a presentation 
on the graceful white-tailed deer 
at 7 p.m. at Orr's Island Library, 
1699 Harpswell Islands Road, 
Orr's Island. Robinson, of Orr's 
Island, has studied the white-
tailed deer for many years. His 
presentation will entertain and 
educate, using stunning photos, 
biological facts, and stories, with 
a question-and-answer session 
to follow.

March 8
 The Harpswell Invasive Plant 
Partnership holds its monthly 
planning session from 2-3:30 
p.m. on Zoom. HIPP will review 
its progress in the removal of 
invasive plants from Harpswell, 
and will plan work days and 
educational events. All are 
welcome. For the Zoom link, 
email hipp.maine@gmail.com.

March 11
 Harpswell holds its annual 
town meeting in person, for 
the first time since 2019, at 
Harpswell Community School, 
308 Harpswell Islands Road, 
Harpswell. The polls for the town 
election will be open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The business meeting, 
when voters debate and vote on 
the municipal budget, ordinance 
amendments and other matters, 
will begin at 10 a.m.

March 16
 The Harpswell Garden Club 
presents "Mysteries of Maine's 
Wildlife" with Orr's Island author 
and photographer Ed Robinson 
from 12:30-2 p.m. at Curtis 
Memorial Library, 23 Pleasant 
St., Brunswick. Robinson will 
share his experience shooting 
the photographs found in his 
latest book, "Nature Notes from 
Maine Vol. II: Puffins, Black 
Bears, Raccoons. & More."

March 18
 Orr's Island Library welcomes 
Katie Coppens, local teacher 
and award-winning author, at 
11 a.m. for her science program 
"Geology is a Piece of Cake." For 
children ages 6-12. Registration 
required: email librarian@
orrsislandlibrary.org or call 207-
833-7811.

March 19
 Cooking at 43° North 
presents the March Rainbow 
Challenge from 4-5:30 p.m. 
at Great Island Church of the 
Nazarene, 806 Harpswell Islands 
Road, Harpswell. Beforehand, 
"cooktestants" will tap into 
their creativity to make a dish 
that incorporates every color 
of the rainbow: red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue and purple. 
Cooktestants will bring their 
dishes to the church, where 
everyone will sample one 
another's dishes. To sign 
up, email Julie Moulton at 
juliemoulton28@gmail.com or 
text or call her at 207-330-5416.

March 21
 Harpswell Aging at Home 
hosts Lunch with Friends from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Cundy's 
Harbor Community Hall, 
837 Cundy's Harbor Road, 
Harpswell. Participants may pick 
up a lunch to take home or sit 
and eat with others, depending 
on their comfort level. Masks are 
needed when not eating. All are 
welcome.

March 25
 Elijah Kellogg Church, 
917 Harpswell Neck Road, 
Harpswell, will host a corned 
beef and cabbage supper from 
5-7 p.m. in its fellowship hall. 
The menu will also include 
potatoes, carrots, Irish soda 
bread, and leprechaun pudding. 
Eat in or take out. Price: $14. 
For more information, call the 
church at 207-833-6026.

March 31
 A chili and chowder challenge 
and a silent auction to benefit 
the fourth and fifth grades at 
Harpswell Community School 
will take place from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. at the school. Tickets will 
be available at the door: $7 for 
adults, $5 for children, $20 for 
families.

Ongoing
 Cundy's Harbor Library, 
935 Cundy's Harbor Road, 
Harpswell, hosts a children's 
reading club from 5-7 p.m. every 
Thursday. The library invites all 
young readers and their parents 
to read, talk about books, earn 
doubloons and participate in an 
activity.

 The Grand Slammers, an 

intermediate-level contract 
bridge club, meets at the Town 
Office, 263 Mountain Road, 
Harpswell, from 12:30-3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesdays, except holidays. 
Not a class or drop-by game. 
New players should email 
harpswellen@me.com. Space 
limited to four tables.

 The Cooking with Friends 
program prepares food for 
Harpswell Aging at Home's 
Meals in a Pinch program from 
12-3 p.m. one Friday a month. 
The next date is March 10. 
Harpswell cooks meet in the 
Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program's commercial kitchen at 
179 Neptune Drive, Brunswick. 
HAH supplies ingredients and 
recipes. To sign up, contact 
Julie Moulton: juliemoulton28@

gmail.com or 207-330-5416.

 Meals in a Pinch delivers four 
meals to Harpswell residents 
in need every other Tuesday. 
Upcoming dates are March 
14 and 28. The program can 
deliver meals on an ongoing 
or temporary basis and can 
provide emergency meals 
when necessary. There is no 
income qualification. For more 
information, contact Julie 
Moulton: juliemoulton28@
gmail.com or 207-330-5416.

 Merriconeag Grange, 
529 Harpswell Neck Road, 
Harpswell, hosts a public 
breakfast from 8-10:30 a.m. on 
the first Saturday of each month. 
Blueberry pancakes, French 
toast, omelets, waffles. Price: 

www.USHarbors.com

South Harpswell, ME - Mar 2023

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Wed 6:27 8.4 7:18 7.4 12:06 1.9 1:03 1.0 6:15 5:30

2 Thu 7:30 8.4 8:16 7.6 1:12 1.9 2:04 0.9 6:14 5:31

3 Fri 8:25 8.6 9:05 7.8 2:10 1.7 2:54 0.7 6:12 5:33

4 Sat 9:12 8.9 9:47 8.1 2:59 1.4 3:37 0.5 6:10 5:34

5 Sun 9:55 9.1 10:26 8.4 3:41 1.1 4:15 0.3 6:09 5:35

6 Mon 10:33 9.3 11:01 8.7 4:20 0.8 4:49 0.1 6:07 5:36

7 Tue 11:09 9.4 11:33 8.9 4:56 0.6 5:20 0.1 6:05 5:38

8 Wed 11:44 9.4 5:30 0.4 5:50 0.0 6:04 5:39

9 Thu 12:04 9.1 12:17 9.3 6:04 0.2 6:21 0.1 6:02 5:40

10 Fri 12:34 9.3 12:52 9.1 6:40 0.1 6:54 0.2 6:00 5:41

11 Sat 1:06 9.4 1:29 8.9 7:18 0.0 7:31 0.4 5:58 5:43

12 Sun 1:41 9.4 3:11 8.6 9:00 0.1 9:12 0.7 6:56 6:44

13 Mon 3:23 9.4 4:00 8.3 9:48 0.2 10:00 0.9 6:55 6:45

14 Tue 4:13 9.3 4:57 8.0 10:42 0.3 10:54 1.2 6:53 6:46

15 Wed 5:11 9.2 6:02 7.8 11:44 0.5 11:57 1.3 6:51 6:48

16 Thu 6:17 9.2 7:13 7.8 12:52 0.5 6:49 6:49

17 Fri 7:29 9.4 8:24 8.2 1:06 1.2 2:04 0.2 6:48 6:50

18 Sat 8:40 9.7 9:27 8.8 2:18 0.9 3:09 -0.2 6:46 6:51

19 Sun 9:43 10.2 10:22 9.4 3:24 0.3 4:06 -0.7 6:44 6:53

20 Mon 10:40 10.6 11:13 10.0 4:22 -0.4 4:58 -1.1 6:42 6:54

21 Tue 11:33 10.8 5:16 -0.9 5:46 -1.3 6:40 6:55

22 Wed 12:01 10.5 12:24 10.7 6:08 -1.2 6:32 -1.2 6:39 6:56

23 Thu 12:47 10.7 1:13 10.4 6:57 -1.4 7:17 -0.9 6:37 6:57

24 Fri 1:31 10.6 2:01 10.0 7:45 -1.2 8:01 -0.4 6:35 6:59

25 Sat 2:15 10.4 2:50 9.4 8:33 -0.9 8:46 0.2 6:33 7:00

26 Sun 3:01 9.9 3:41 8.8 9:23 -0.4 9:34 0.9 6:31 7:01

27 Mon 3:50 9.4 4:36 8.2 10:17 0.2 10:27 1.5 6:30 7:02

28 Tue 4:44 8.9 5:35 7.7 11:14 0.7 11:24 1.9 6:28 7:03

29 Wed 5:43 8.5 6:36 7.4 12:16 1.1 6:26 7:05

30 Thu 6:46 8.2 7:39 7.4 12:27 2.2 1:21 1.3 6:24 7:06

31 Fri 7:50 8.2 8:37 7.6 1:33 2.2 2:23 1.3 6:22 7:07

March 2023 Community Calendar

Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Repair & Upgrades

info@fkby.com    (207) 833-6885
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$10 for adults, $6 for kids under 
10.

 A mobile food station, free 
to anyone in need, is available at 
the Town Office from 10-11:30 
a.m. every Thursday.

Brunswick and beyond

March 9
 Pejepscot History Center's 
Zoom at Noon series presents 
"Art, Education, and Patriotism: 
19th-century Schoolgirl Maps" 
with Libby Bischof, professor of 
history and executive director 
of the Osher Map Library 
and Center for Cartographic 
Education at the University of 
Southern Maine. In the early 
to mid-1800s, schoolchildren, 
especially girls, would create 
maps as educational exercises. 
Bischof will show examples 
from the Osher Map Library. 
Tickets: $5 for members, $8 
for nonmembers. Register at 
pejepscothistorical.org.

March 12
 The Brunswick-Topsham 
Land Trust presents a 
greenhouse tour and talk on 
seed starting with farmer Ben 
Whatley from 3-4:30 p.m. at 
Whatley Farm, 3 Whatley Farm 

Road, Topsham. Participants 
will learn how Whatley Farm 
starts seeds in its greenhouse 
and get ideas for how to start 
seeds at home with heat mats, 
humidity domes and sunny 
windows. Part of the Brunswick-
Topsham Land Trust's winter 
series of garden workshops, 
Growing Literacy. For more 
information and/or to register, 
go to tinyurl.com/3st7fnxj.

March 18
 Oasis Free Clinics, of 
Brunswick, presents a virtual 
cooking class with local 
chef Chris Toy, author of 
the bestseller "Ramen Made 
Simple," at 6 p.m. The class is 
part of the nonprofit's "On the 
Menu" series of fundraisers to 
support free medical and dental 
care for community members 
without insurance. Toy will lead 
participants through an evening 
of Down-East-meets-Far-East 
fusion, preparing lobster 
wontons and hoisin Maine-
farmed salmon. Tickets: $75. 
For more information or to buy 
tickets, go to cookingwithoasis.
org.

March 19
 The Brunswick-Topsham 
Land Trust's Growing Literacy 

series presents "Planting and 
Growing by the Lunar Calendar: 
The Biodynamic Approach 
to Growing Our Food" from 
3-4:30 p.m. on Zoom. Barbara 
Shinn will explain the lunar 
planting calendar and the 
biodynamic philosophy, which 
has its roots in ancient practices. 
Shinn, of Freeport, has farmed 
for 19 years, using organic, 
biodynamic and regenerative 
methods. For more information 
and to register, go to tinyurl.
com/4m57mbht.

March 25 through April 21
 The Topsham Public 
Library, 25 Foreside Road, 
Topsham, hosts its 14th annual 
photography exhibit, "Joy of the 
Lens," in its Crooker Gallery. 
The exhibit features photos by 
Maine residents ages 16 and up, 
both amateur and professional. 

Prizes will be awarded in the 
categories of color and black 
and white, as well as a special 
challenge category. Applications 
and guidelines are available 
at topshamlibrary.org. The 
application deadline is March 
18. For more information, call 
the library at 207-725-1727 or 
email the gallery coordinator at 
tplgallery@topshamlibrary.org.

March 30
 The Bowdoin College 
Museum of Art presents "Figures 
from the Fire: J. Pierpont 
Morgan's Ancient Bronzes at the 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum 
of Art" from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in 
Kresge Auditorium at the Visual 
Arts Center, 239 Maine St., 
Brunswick. Lisa Brody, associate 
curator of ancient art at the 
Yale University Art Gallery, and 
James Higginbotham, associate 

professor of classics at Bowdoin 
College, will speak about the 
sculptures that Morgan, an 
American financier, collected 
in the early 1900s. The Bowdoin 
College Museum of Art will be 
exhibiting a selection of these 
works from March 4, 2023, 
through Jan. 7, 2024.

Ongoing
 TOPS, or Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly, meets in the basement 
of the Berean Baptist Church, 
15 Cumberland St., Brunswick, 
every Thursday, with weigh-
in at 5:30 p.m. and a meeting 
afterward. More information: 
207-729-6400.

 Have a calendar item 
to submit? Email joliver@
harpswellanchor.org or use the 
form at harpswellanchor.org/
submissions. ⚓

Sponsorship Program
This newspaper comes to you in part through the following business sponsors. 

Many thanks to their philanthropic support of our mission!

Are you a business interested in joining 
our sponsorship program? Sponsors 
make tax-deductible gifts to support 
the paper, in addition or in place of 
advertising. Contact Janice at janice@
harpswellanchor.org, (207) 504-4428.

Leadership Sponsors:

Sustaining Sponsors:

Community Sponsor:

Vincent Aliquo's photograph "Drifting on the Phlegethon" appeared in the "Joy of the Lens" exhibit at Topsham 
Public Library in 2022.
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Verizon 'in talks' to join 
tower at Mitchell Field
 Verizon is "in talks" with the 
owner of the new tower at Mitchell 
Field and will likely add a site on the 
tower this year.
 Harpswell Town Administrator 
Kristi Eiane said in an email on 
Monday, Feb. 6, that Blue Sky 
Towers LLC has confirmed ongoing 
negotiations with the carrier.
 Dennis Wilkins, one of the 
leaders of a campaign to pressure 
Verizon to join the tower, said in an 
email that a Verizon executive told 
him the carrier has applied to Blue 
Sky to use the tower.
 The executive told him that 
the application follows "a network 
study of Harpswell to determine the 
areas with poor coverage," Wilkins 
said. The study confirmed that the 
Mitchell Field tower should address 
those gaps.
 The Verizon executive and two 
spokespeople for Verizon did not 
respond to a request for comment 
from the Anchor.
 The negotiations mark the latest 
progress toward a reversal for the 
nation's largest wireless phone 
company.
 In July 2022, the Harpswell 
Anchor reported that Verizon would 
not add a location on the new tower, 
despite complaints of poor reception. 
A spokesperson for Verizon said the 
carrier's engineers had deemed the 
location unnecessary.
 Two residents launched a 
campaign to change Verizon's 
position. Paul Kittle, of Orr's Island, 
led a petition drive, while Wilkins, 
of Bailey Island, lobbied Verizon 
with the help of then-state Rep. 
Jay McCreight, of Harpswell. The 
Harpswell Board of Selectmen 
backed the petition.
 Verizon changed tack and told 
Wilkins it would reexamine its 
coverage in Harpswell and take steps 
to improve it.
 Blue Sky Towers LLC leased the 
site at town-owned George J. Mitchell 
Field and started construction in July 
2021. The tower has capacity for four 
carriers. AT&T was first to join.
 The town had sought proposals 

to build a tower with the primary 
goal of addressing long-standing 
concerns about poor cellular service.
 In their Verizon campaign, Kittle 
and Wilkins stressed the impact 
of poor service on public safety, 
because bad connections for 911 
calls and other communications can 
delay the response to an emergency.

Joint Venture remains at 
bottom of Lowell's Cove
 The powerboat Joint Venture 
remains at the bottom of Lowell's 
Cove more than a year after sinking 
in November 2021. The town 
continues to pursue state funds to 
pay for the boat's removal, but may 
remove the boat itself if the funds are 
not forthcoming.
 Joint Venture owner Antonio 
DiPietro, of Bailey Island, was found 
guilty of abandonment of watercraft, 
a Class E crime, according to 
Harpswell Harbor Master Paul 
Plummer. But the court did not 
assess fines, restitution, or any other 
penalty, citing DiPietro's financial 
circumstances.
 The town and state have both 
deemed the boat abandoned, so 
the town has the right to remove 
it, according to Plummer. The next 
step is to determine how to pay for 
the operation.
 Plummer hopes to secure funds 
for removal from the Submerged 
Lands Program at the Maine Bureau 
of Parks and Lands. The program, in 
turn, is seeking a federal grant to pay 
for projects like the removal of the 
Joint Venture.
 If the state agrees to fund the 
boat's removal, the town will hire a 
diver to attach flotation devices to the 
vessel. When the vessel floats to the 
surface, another boat will tow it to 
the town landing at Garrison Cove, 
Bailey Island, then a truck will haul it 
to the recycling center for disposal.
 Plummer gave a "very rough" 
estimate of $8,000 to $10,000 for this 
method.
 If the town pays, it may choose 
a more affordable option. A diver 
would hook tow cables onto the Joint 
Venture and another vessel would 
tow it as close to the Lowell's Cove 

beach as possible. From the road, an 
excavator would reach down and 
crush the boat, then place it into a 
dump truck for transportation to the 
recycling center.
 The town would need 
permission from the beach owner 
to pursue this method, Plummer 
said. He estimated that it would cost 
about half as much as floating the 
vessel, but inflation could drive costs 
higher.
 The 26-foot Silverton sank in the 
cove, off Orr's Island, on Nov. 22, 
2021.

Local students 
make dean's lists
 Three students who live in 
Harpswell made the dean's lists of 
their college or university for the fall 
2022 semester.
 Cecelia Greenleaf, a nursing 
major, was named to the dean's 
list at Endicott College in Beverly, 
Massachusetts.
 Jasmine Huntsman received 
dean's list honors at Fairfield 
University in Fairfield, Connecticut.
 Erin Moody made the dean's list 
at the University of New England, 
which has campuses in Biddeford, 
Portland, and Tangier, Morocco.

Harpswell pediatrician to 
compete in state pageant
 Harpswell resident Lizzie Baker, 
a pediatrician and volunteer, will 
compete for the title of Miss Maine 
for America Strong in South 
Portland on April 2.
 Baker was chosen to compete 
for the title from a field of local 
applicants. "Lizzie's commitment 
to giving back to her community 
springs in part from inspiration 
from her mother, Candice Elizabeth 
Warren, a Cape Elizabeth resident 
who lost her courageous seven-
year battle against terminal lung 
cancer in 2022," according to Baker's 
announcement.
 Baker has volunteered for the 
Dempsey Center for more than 
eight years, as a cycling training 
coordinator and cycling ambassador 
for the Dempsey Challenge and as 
a skier with the Sugarloaf Charity 

Challenge.
 In 2022, she donated more 
than $12,000 and raised more 
than $14,000 for the center's Space 
to Breathe program, which hosts 
adolescents who have a sibling or 
parent with cancer for a weeklong 
camp focused on bonding and 
coping skills.
 Baker has participated in the 
American Lung Association's 
Trek Across Maine, an annual 
bicycle trip and fundraiser. She will 
represent Maine this year as one of 
the association's Lung Force Heroes, 
traveling to Washington, D.C., to 
share her mother's story.
 Baker, formerly of Freeport and 
Scarborough, has lived in Harpswell 
since 2020. A pediatric hospitalist, 
she holds a medical degree from 
the University of Vermont and 

a master's degree in health care 
leadership from Brown University. 
 She worked as a front-line health 
care worker in a pediatric emergency 
department early in the COVID-19 
pandemic. She wants to promote 
more leave opportunities for health 
care workers, both for health and 
hospice care of loved ones and to 
reduce burnout among physicians.
 Baker will compete in three 
categories: personal interview, 
swimsuit, and evening gown. 
 Contestants in the Miss Maine 
for America Strong Pageant must 
be at least 18 years old, single, and a 
resident of Maine. The winner will 
receive a prize package and compete 
for the title of Miss for America 
Strong at the national pageant in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.
 The annual Miss for America 
Strong pageant is part of the Mrs. 
America organization. The pageant 
focuses not only on poise and grace, 
but also on community involvement 
and volunteerism, according to 
Baker. For more information, see 
mrsamerica.com.

Maine Press Association 
awards scholarships
 The Maine Press Association 
awarded $3,000 in scholarships to 
three Maine journalism students in 
January.
 2023 scholarship recipients are 
Grace Bradley, of Orono, a senior at 
the University of Maine and editor-
in-chief of the university's chapter 
of Her Campus; Hope Carroll, of 
Portland, a junior at the University 
of Maine and opinion contributor 
to The Maine Campus; and Andrew 
Wing, of Raymond, a senior at St. 
Joseph's College of Maine and 2022 
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for America Strong.
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intern at The Windham Eagle.
 The Maine Press Association 
awards scholarships every year to a 
junior or senior with financial need 
who plans to pursue a career in 
journalism. The funds come from 
the association's annual scholarship 
auction.
 To inquire about the 2024 
scholarship, contact Maine Press 
Association Scholarship Committee 
Chair J.W. Oliver at joliver@
harpswellanchor.org.
 Established in 1864, the Maine 
Press Association works to promote 
ethical journalism, to advocate for 
the interests of the journalists and 
organizations that constitute its 
membership, and to protect the 
freedom of the press and the public's 
right to know.

67 questions for voters 
include ordinance changes
 When Harpswell’s traditional 
in-person town meeting returns on 

March 11 after a three-year absence 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
voters will have 67 matters to decide.
 The question of whether to 
buy back the Harpswell Coastal 
Academy campus may be the most 
high-profile item on the agenda, but 
it also contains three amendments 
to town ordinances and the $6.94 
million municipal budget.
 An amendment to the Harbor 
and Waterfront Ordinance would 
relax rules put in place last year to 
govern mooring inspections.
 At present, mooring owners must 
“provide evidence of inspection and/
or an affidavit” that says they have 
inspected the mooring and found it 
in “safe and operable condition.”
 The change would allow “proof 
of current vessel insurance” or “a 
mooring safety certification form” 
instead of an affidavit.
 An amendment to the Shellfish 
Ordinance would broaden a 
provision that allows resident 

commercial shellfish harvesters 
who move out of town to retain 
their licenses if they meet certain 
conditions. Also put in place last 
year, the provision was a response to 
harvesters moving out of Harpswell 
because they cannot find affordable 
housing.
 The rule applies to harvesters 
who have had a resident commercial 
license for at least five consecutive 
years. This year’s amendment would 
allow harvesters to count their 
years as student licensees toward 
the total, so long as those years 
were consecutive with their years as 
commercial licensees.
 An amendment to the shoreland 
zoning map would redraw the 
boundaries of the Mitchell Field 
Marine Business District, although 
it would remain the same size. (See 
“Redrawing the boundary of the 
Mitchell Field Marine Business 
District” on Page 7.)
 Another item related to Mitchell 
Field would authorize the town to 
proceed with the construction of a 
boat launch, despite escalation in 
project costs; while a third would 
direct $35,000 in income from 
the new communications tower 
toward improvements to the town’s 
emergency communications system.
 Two questions have to do with 
HCA. The first will determine 
whether the town buys back the 
campus, while the second would 
raise money to maintain the 
property.

 Another item proposes to accept 
an easement from a private property 
owner on Neil’s Point Road, on 
Harpswell Neck, which would allow 
for the use of a dry hydrant on the 
property.
 The bulk of the warrant relates to 
various budgetary matters. The town 
is proposing a $6.94 million budget 
for 2023. (See “Town proposes 
budget with 9.57% increase” on Page 
8.)
 Seven articles are routine 
questions that grant the town 
various administrative powers, such 
as the authority to establish the due 
date for taxes and charge interest on 
late payments.
 The meeting will take place at 
Harpswell Community School. 
The polls for the town election will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
business meeting, when voters will 
decide all other questions, will start 
at 10.

Benefit to support Orr’s 
Island lobsterman
 Orr’s Island lobsterman Mark 
Wilson suffered a stroke recently 
while at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. He received 
immediate care but remains 
hospitalized at Mass General.
 Wilson is well known in the 
Harpswell fishing community and a 
regular supplier of lobster to a variety 
of businesses, including Cook’s 
Lobster and Ale House on Bailey 
Island. To support Wilson and his 
family, Cook’s, in partnership with 
the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department, will hold a benefit 
dinner on Tuesday, March 7.
 The buffet dinner will run from 
4-8 p.m. at a price of $25 per person, 
with the proceeds from the meal 
going directly to the Wilson family.
 Wilson’s friends and family have 
also set up an online fundraiser, 
where donations and messages of 
support can be shared: gofund.

me/34762212. As of the morning of 
Monday, Feb. 20, the fundraiser has 
brought in more than $45,000.
 Both fundraisers aim to help the 
family with medical expenses and 
the cost for Wilson’s family to stay in 
a hotel near the hospital.

School board candidate 
withdraws
 Margaret “Greta” Warren has 
withdrawn from Harpswell’s race for 
two school board seats, although her 
name remains on the ballot for the 
March 11 election.
 The Harpswell Select Board 
appointed Warren in March 2022 to 
fill a vacancy on the Maine School 
Administrative District 75 Board of 
Directors.
 Warren said she would complete 
her term, which ends in June.
 “It’s with sincere regret that I 
remove myself as a candidate for the 
MSAD 75 school board elections to 
be held on March 11th,” Warren said 
in an email on Feb. 11. “This chapter 
of my life is busy and complicated, 
and while I had hoped to continue 
to help shape and evolve our school 
district, life has gotten in the way.”

 Send news to joliver@
harpswellanchor.org or go to 
harpswellanchor. org/submissions. ⚓
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recipients of the Maine Press Association's journalism scholarship. Cook's Lobster and Ale House will 
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terman Mark Wilson and his family 
on March 7.
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell's 2023 municipal 
budget totals $6,943,535, an 
increase of $606,196 or 9.57% 
over last year.
 The town plans to use 
$600,000 from its $4.08 million 
surplus to negate the impact on 
property taxes. But the tax rate 
also depends on Harpswell's 
share of the Maine School 
Administrative District 75 
budget, which is not yet known.
 "As we get closer to town 
meeting, we will do some work 
to provide an estimated tax rate," 
Town Administrator Kristi Eiane 
said. Harpswell landowners 
pay a tax of $5.90 per $1,000 
of valuation, the lowest rate 
among Cumberland County's 28 
municipalities.
 The Select Board approved 
the budget 3-0 on Feb. 2. The 
budget now advances to annual 
town meeting on March 11.
 The increase stems from 
a combination of big-ticket 
investments and rising labor 
costs.
 The budget proposes to 
set aside $150,000 toward an 
approximately $600,000 to 
$700,000 renovation of the 
recycling center in 2024, the 
second phase of a project that 
started in 2021.
 The budget also proposes 
to raise $75,000 toward a 
revaluation, or review of 
property assessments; and 
$60,000 for a sustainability fund.
 The town plans to conduct 
the revaluation in 2025 and 
estimates the cost at $300,000. 
The process will involve visits 
to every property in town, 
Harpswell's first revaluation of 
its kind in 20 years.
 A 2022 revaluation did 
not involve property visits. 
Instead, it was the result of an 
analysis of real estate sales and 
corresponding adjustments to 
the formulas the town uses to 
calculate assessments.
 The original request for the 
resiliency fund was $100,000, but 
the Budget Advisory Committee 
recommended $60,000 in 2023 
and $40,000 in 2024.
 The fund will help the town 
prepare for the effects of climate 
change and reduce its carbon 
footprint, according to Eiane.
 The budgets for the Recycling 
Center and Transfer Station 
are up $96,920, as costs rise 

to transport and dispose of 
recyclables and trash. The price 
of emergency vehicles is also 
on the rise, and the town will 
boost its investment in future 
replacements by $50,000.
 Increases in salaries and 
wages total $83,000. A 4% 
increase for all employees 
accounts for $52,000, while 
additional adjustments for 
individual positions amount to 
$31,000.
 "We are always looking at 
trying to retain the excellent staff 
that we have here and to position 
ourselves to be able to attract new 
people if any member decides to 
move on, retire, etc.," Eiane said 
during her presentation of the 
budget at the Feb. 2 meeting.
 Another $45,000 will address 
staffing needs for assessing and 
code enforcement, including 
the addition of a half-time, year-
round position in the assessing 
office, which will replace a 
seasonal position.
 Employee benefits are up 
$36,369, mostly because of 
health insurance. Labor costs are 
driving a $35,383 increase in the 
town's contract with Mid Coast 
Hospital for 24/7 paramedic 
services and a $21,443 increase 
in the town's contract with the 
Cumberland County Sheriff 's 
Office for shellfish wardens.
 "These folks need to be 
competitive to retain and attract 
employees as well, so I think 
that's a similar theme in many of 
the budgets that you're looking 
at," Eiane said.
 The town's contribution 
to the Harpswell Community 
Broadcasting Corp. is up by 
$23,580, or 36.8%, to $87,580. 
The nonprofit local-access 
station upped its ask to cover 

increases in the costs of labor, 
energy and supplies, according 
to its funding request.
 Like many Maine municipalities, 
Harpswell collects franchise fees 
from a cable provider in exchange 
for the provider's use of public 
rights of way, then uses a portion of 
those fees to support local-access 
television. Comcast paid Harpswell 
$107,308 in franchise fees last year, 
according to Eiane.
 The town will spend $20,000 
on an upgrade to the Giant's 
Stairs property this year, to 
improve accessibility between 
Ocean Street and the north end 
of the trail.
 Another new expense 
is a $10,000 contribution 
to the Maine Lobstermen's 
Association, in support of its 
#SaveMaineLobstermen campaign 
to resist the implementation of 
federal regulations that it says 
would kill the industry.
 The regulations aim to protect 
North Atlantic right whales, 
but lobstermen say the fishery 
poses minimal risk to whales. 
Regulators admit that they have 
never tied a right whale's death 
to Maine lobster gear.
 The town will see savings in a 
few areas this year. It will spend 
$75,000 less on major roadwork 
and $25,000 less to replenish an 
account for the replacement of 
"general" vehicles, such as patrol 
SUVs for the sheriff 's office.
 The budget still calls for 
significant investments in both 
areas: $275,000 to complete a 
three-year reconstruction of 
Basin Point Road and $75,000 
for the vehicles account.
 The town's debt service — 
payments on a half-dozen bonds 
— totals $620,000, down $10,000 
from last year.

 The budget for streetlights 
will drop by 40% after last year's 
installation of efficient LED 
lights. The town projects the 
savings at $4,800.
 Separate from the $6.94 
million budget, the town is 
proposing to spend $124,000 
in federal funds for pandemic 
relief.
 Of the $124,000, $84,000 will 
go toward defibrillators for the 
town's three independent fire-
and-rescue agencies, $20,000 
toward heating assistance, and 
$10,000 each for consulting on 
broadband and comprehensive 
planning.
 If voters approve the $124,000, 
the town will have committed 
$320,000 of its $520,000-plus 
allotment from the American 
Rescue Plan Act.
 The budget meets the town's 
goal to comply with L.D. 1, 

a state-established levy limit 
based on data about personal 
income and property values in a 
community. Municipalities can 
vote to override the limit, but 
Harpswell never has.
 Select Board member Jane 
Covey applauded the Budget 
Advisory Committee and Town 
Treasurer Terri Gaudet for their 
contributions to the budget 
process.
 "There were some unusual 
requests that came in, which 
they handled carefully, looking 
at all sides of the questions 
related to those, and I think they 
did a fine job in recommending 
to the Select Board how we go 
forward," Covey said of the 
committee.
 Harpswell's annual town 
meeting will take place at 
Harpswell Community School at 
10 a.m. on March 11. ⚓
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The results of a survey about 
George J. Mitchell Field and its 
administration building show no 
clear preference for demolition or 
renovation of the structure.
 The town's Mitchell Field 
Committee plans to gather more 
information about options for the 
building before voters determine 
its future, perhaps in a fall 
referendum.
 The survey responses show "(1) 
there is an almost equal call to save 
it or demolish it, (2) people need 
more info to make a decision about 
the Admin Building, and (3) there 
is interest in a community building 
for a variety of uses," according to 
a footnote on the results. "Whether 
or not those are appropriate for 
the Admin Building is an open 
question."
 The committee conducted the 
survey from Aug. 15 to Oct. 15, 
2022, distributing paper forms 
with tax bills. Respondents could 
also fill out the survey online. The 
committee received 756 responses.
 The committee presented the 
results to the Harpswell Select 
Board on Jan. 12. Committee Chair 
Spike Haible said the "takeaway" is 
the community's strong interest 
in the property — many residents 
frequent it and have many opinions 
about its future.
 "I think the broad consensus 
is that people like Mitchell Field 
the way it is, they like how they 
can use it, but they also have a 
lot of suggestions for how we can 
improve Mitchell Field, and that's 
where you get into the details," 
Haible said.
 Committee Secretary Don 
Miskill addressed the board about 
the administration building. The 
brick building sits across from 
the beach, on the corner where 
the park road veers to the north, 
toward the Running Tide shellfish 
hatchery.
 The survey asked two questions 
about the building.
 The first question explained that 
the building is vacant and needs 
repairs. A donor has offered to pay 
for the renovation of the building, 
but not its attached garage. The 
town would need to pay for a septic 
system and well, among other 
expenses.
 The question asked respondents 
to indicate their level of support for 
each of four options: renovate the 

building for town and community 
use; make short-term repairs and 
keep the building for future use; 
demolish the building and use the 
site for open space, parking, and 
permanent restrooms; or demolish 
the building and construct a 
smaller building for waterfront and 
community use.
 Miskill said that 345 
respondents wanted to either 
renovate or retain the building, 
while 359 wanted to demolish it 
and either keep the space open or 
build a smaller structure.
 The second question was open-
ended: "Do you have additional 
comments about the disposition of 
the Administration Building?"
 The survey garnered 233 written 
responses to the question. The 
committee classified the responses 
into categories, including 68 
requests for more information; 60 
comments in favor of demolition; 
44 in favor of permanent restrooms; 
28 in favor of renovation; 13 in 
favor of a library; 10 in favor of a 
cafe, restaurant, or rental space; 
and seven in favor of a community 
center, with a smattering of other 
suggestions.
 Many commenters were blunt 
in their assessment of the building's 
appearance: "It is so ugly that I 
don't like going to the park because 
it is there," said one. "It's ugly! Get 
rid of it, anything would be better," 
said another. A third was more 
concise: "ugly building demolish."
 Because of the inconclusive 
results, the committee has 
recommended a series of steps to 
gather more information before 
the issue heads to a vote.
 "The Town should take the 
lead, do the research, develop 
initial costs, conduct a complete 
hazardous material assessment 
of the building, conduct building 
condition assessments in 
conjunction with the donor's 
consultant, develop long-term 
maintenance & upkeep costs, 
have the donor present a complete 
project plan with final designs, 
then conduct public workshops, 
and then move to a vote," Haible 
said in a memorandum.
 The committee's plan also calls 
for the town to obtain estimates 
for a septic system and well, and 
to conduct a "feasibility study to 
determine potential uses for the 
building."
 The committee acknowledges 

that its recommendations will delay 
a final decision until the fall or later, 
but "this issue is too important to 
rush through," Haible said in the 
memo.
 During the Jan. 12 meeting, 
Select Board member Dave 
Chipman urged the board and 
committee to push for a vote in 
June. "I would rather speed the 
timeline up a little bit," Chipman 
said.
 But Town Administrator Kristi 
Eiane said she does not think the 
vote could occur in June, because 
the town would have to complete 
the assessments and studies by 
April to leave enough time for 
public hearings and notices.
 "I just don't know if that's a 
realistic timetable," Eiane said.
 "My concern is, we're losing 
an entire construction season," 
Chipman said.
 Select Board member Jane 
Covey said the board should send 
a recommendation to voters as 
soon as possible, "but it needs to be 
solid."
 Covey said that before the 
town decides whether to renovate, 
it needs to determine whether it 
could find tenants for the building.
 "We can build something that 
we want, but if there's nobody 
occupying that space and providing 
services, we have a building that's 
been renovated, that's beautiful, 
that is empty and unused," Covey 
said.
 Haible said that a zoning 
amendment, currently in 
development, would shift the 
boundaries of the Mitchell 
Field Marine Business District 
and prohibit businesses from 
the administration building. 
Nonprofits and town departments 
could occupy the space, but a cafe, 
for example, could not.
 Other highlights from the 
survey results include strong 
interest in the creation of nature 
trails, a playground, and an ice 
skating rink. The results are 
available at the Mitchell Field link 
on the town website, harpswell.
maine.gov.
 Mitchell Field encompasses 120 
acres and a half-mile of waterfront 
on Middle Bay. A former U.S. 
Navy fuel depot, the facility served 
the Brunswick Naval Air Station 
from 1954 until the late 1980s. The 
federal government transferred the 
land to the town in 2001. ⚓

Mitchell Field survey inconclusive 
on future of administration building



[ 10 ] March 2023 · HARPSWELL ANCHOR

BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell Selectman Kevin 
Johnson will attempt to secure 
a fourth consecutive three-year 
term in the town election on 
March 11.
 He appears likely to succeed, 
as the only candidate for Select 
Board on the ballot. He currently 
chairs the board.
 Johnson grew up on Bailey 
Island, where his ancestors 
settled in the early 1700s. He 
started school on Orr's Island, 
then attended Harpswell Islands 
School on Great Island. He 
graduated from Brunswick High 
School in 1973.
 Johnson joined the U.S. Army 
and served in the infantry and 
the military police from 1973-
1976. He deployed to Thailand 
during the Vietnam War and 
spent much of his service at Ford 
Ord, on the California coast.
 Soon after leaving the Army, 
he moved home to Harpswell 
and went to work for Malcolm 
"Laddie" Whidden Jr., a builder 
and fisherman who served as a 
selectman for 26 years. Johnson 
then started his own business, 
Kevin Johnson Builders.
 He worked as a self-employed 
home builder for about 37 years, 
until he retired a couple years 
ago. Prior to his service on the 

Select Board, he was active in 
the community as a volunteer 
coach and league officer for 
youth baseball, hockey and 
soccer.
 Of his decision to enter town 
politics nine years ago, Johnson 
said that he has attended town 
meeting since childhood and 
always followed town affairs. 
When he worked for Whidden, 
he witnessed the older man's 
dedication to the role of 
selectman.
 Often, when his employer 
was needed, Johnson would 
leave their worksite and head to 
the old town office in Harpswell 
Center. "I always knew where 
to find him," he said. When 
Johnson decided to run decades 
later, he told Whidden first.
 Johnson had long thought 
of running. "Sometimes I 
wondered why things were done 
the way they were done," he said.
 "It's odd sticking your neck 
out for the first time," he said. But 
voters welcomed the hometown 
candidate, who handily won a 
three-way race.
 In recent years, Johnson's 
peers on the three-member 
board have elected him chair.
 Johnson has a full schedule 
of municipal meetings. He 
chairs the Affordable Housing 

Working Group and sits on the 
Comprehensive Plan Task Force. 
He serves as the Select Board's 
liaison to the Fire and Rescue 
Planning Committee, Harbor 
and Waterfront Committee, and 
Marine Resources Committee.
 Johnson comes from a fishing 
family and spends a lot of time 
on the water, which makes him 
a natural fit for the marine-
focused committees. To keep 
up with fire and rescue, he 
has weekly conversations with 
the chiefs of the town's three 
independent departments.
 The town employs a full-
time fire administrator, three 
regular part-time firefighters, 
and a number of per diem 
firefighters. The town strives to 
have two firefighters on duty 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays 
to supplement the independent 
departments' volunteer corps.
 As the independent 
departments struggle to recruit 
and retain volunteers, the town's 
commitment may grow.
 "Sooner or later, we're going 
to have a transition here in 
town with the fire departments," 
Johnson said, but many 
questions remain. "Are we 
going to support them more 
financially?" Johnson said. "Are 
we going to need more per diem 

firefighters?"
 Johnson plans to resume 
discussions of the departments' 
needs with the Fire and Rescue 
Planning Committee this 
spring. One goal is to help the 
Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire 
Department build a new station.
 The process of updating 
Harpswell's 18-year-old 
comprehensive plan is "chugging 
along," Johnson said. He wants 
the new plan to have the support 
of the community and the 
voters, who will decide whether 
to approve it.
 "You have to make sure that 
everybody's voice is heard," he 

said.
 Johnson said he is running 
again because he enjoys the 
work. "I'm here about every day," 
he said during an interview at 
the Town Office.
 Johnson lives at Doughty 
Point, Great Island, with his wife 
of 41 years. They have two adult 
children and two grandchildren.
 The couple spends summers 
on their 36-foot trawler, Screech, 
between Orr's and Bailey islands. 
A previous owner named the 
boat for a Newfoundland rum. 
When not at work for the town, 
Johnson likes to travel and work 
on his house and boat. ⚓

Reservations Accepted 
www.schoolhouse1913.com

207.295.2029 | 506 Harpswell Neck Rd | Harpswell, ME 04079 

SEASONAL MENUS | SPECIAL EVENTS 
FULL BAR | PRIVATE PARTIES

We focus on creative, internationally-influenced  
takes on local favorites in our remodeled early  
20th century school house.

Studio visits by appointment in Harpswell, joannetarlin@gmail.com

Joanne Tarlin
www.joannetarlin.com

Harpswell selectman seeks 4th term

Harpswell Selectman Kevin Johnson is running for a fourth consecutive 
three-year term. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY MONIQUE COOMBS
HAR PSWELL 
COMPR EHENSIVE 
PLAN TASK FORCE
 The town of Harpswell is 
working on a comprehensive 
plan. This important community 
document will guide future 
development, capital spending, 
programming, and most other 
aspects of the community for the 
foreseeable future. The town needs 
residents' input to craft a vision that 
is truly representative of the whole 
community.

What does the 
comprehensive plan do?
 A comprehensive plan supports 
community planning and guides 

a community's goals, objectives, 
policies and strategies.
 The comprehensive planning 
process garners broad community 
input to identify a vision; 
justify decision-making; create 
opportunities for funding and 
grants; and refine a town's priorities, 
such as preservation, development, 
growth, conservation, etc.
 Harpswell's previous comp 
plan was completed in 2005 and is 
available on the town website.

What does it mean for me?
 The comprehensive plan is 
meant to encompass the values and 
input of all Harpswell residents so 
the town can plan appropriately for 
its future.

 The comprehensive plan is 
an opportunity to ensure the 
things that are important to the 
community are prioritized when 
it comes time to make decisions 
that impact the town — whether 
the decisions are about planning, 
funding or preservation.

What has the task force 
done so far?
 The Comprehensive Plan Task 
Force has been meeting since 
November of 2021. The task force 
has:
 -  Hired Judy Colby-George and 

Viewshed, an interdisciplinary 
team with expertise in landscape 
architecture, planning, geographic 
information systems, and 

community engagement.
 - Hosted a "visioning session" 

at Harpswell Community 
School on Nov. 5, 2022. During 
this session, more than 100 
community members shared 
what they love about Harpswell, 
what they want to protect and 
conserve, and what they might 
be willing to change.

 - Worked with the Viewshed team 
to develop a plan to conduct 
outreach to the community.

 - The task force meets every third 
Thursday of the month at 2:30 
p.m. While the task force initially 
met in person, it is meeting via 
Zoom for the winter months. 
These meetings are open to the 
public.

What is the goal of the 
Comp Plan Task Force?
 According to the Maine State 
Planning Office's "Comprehensive 
Planning: A Manual for Maine 
Communities," "The local planning 
committee is responsible for 
preparing the comprehensive plan, 
measures to implement the plan, 
and periodic updates."
 Most importantly, the goal of the 
Comprehensive Plan Task Force is 

to conduct outreach and engage as 
much of the community as possible 
in the process.

How can I take part?
 - Make sure you are signed up to 

receive email updates from the 
town. Comprehensive planning 
updates are sent out via this list. 
To sign up, go to harpswell.maine.
gov and click on "Subscribe to 
Town Information."

 - Attend the task force's monthly 
meetings.

 - Visit the comprehensive plan 
page of the Harpswell website. 
There you will find a link to a 
portal where you can register to 
share feedback on the plan and 
participate in discussions about 
what you think is important as 
the town moves into the future.

 - If you don't want to put your name 
on your opinion, feel free to send 
an email to the consultants that 
are coordinating the planning 
process (info@viewshed.net) or 
drop off a note at the Town Office.

 - Participate in meetings and 
sessions that are hosted by the 
Comprehensive Plan Task Force. 
The next open house will be at the 
end of May. ⚓

Everything you need to know about Harpswell's comprehensive plan

When you need local insight with a global reach, 
just give us a call!

Rick & Jane Meisenbach
207.841.9863

Rick.Meisenbach@raveis.com
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BY K ELLI PAR K
 Landscape painting has taken on 
new meaning in the hands of local 
artist Martha Truscott, who leans into 
the darkness while shaping the light 
with an ethereal cast that reminds the 
viewer that less is more on the coast of 
Maine.
 "A lot of times, I just start," said 
Truscott, who relies on an organic 
process to achieve the desired effect 
in her work. "I don't even think about 
what I'm doing. … Sometimes you 
stop when it feels raw and natural, 
and you're not overthinking and 
overdoing it."
 Truscott's evolving connection 
with nature began during her 
childhood, when she spent endless 
hours in the woods along a brook next 
to her family home in Kennebunk. 
She began drawing still lifes to 
supplement the monthly art classes 
that were common during what she 
called the "Sputnik era," when the 
K-12 emphasis was on math and 
science. From there, Truscott pursued 
her interest in special education at the 
University of Maine at Farmington, 
only to find herself spending most of 
her time in art studios, printmaking 
and silk-screening.
 After starting a family, Truscott 
pursued her interest in the arts at the 
University of Southern Maine, where 
she majored in art education with 
a minor in special education. For a 
number of years, she taught middle 
school and high school art and 
theater arts in the Auburn area, while 
participating in artist residencies 
through the Maine Arts Commission 
and L/A Arts.
 During this time, Truscott 
raised her four children to cultivate 
their individual creativity into their 

adulthood. Each of her children is 
involved in the arts in some way, 
from the visual arts to architecture to 
singing and songwriting.
 Following a series of life changes, 
Truscott left her position at Spurwink 
Services, a nonprofit that provides 
behavioral health and education 
services, to pursue a new opportunity 
at Spindleworks, of Brunswick, a 
nonprofit art center for adults with 
disabilities. Her new job led her to 
discover Harpswell in 2010.
 "When I saw this house, I was 
like, 'I'm here!'" said Truscott, who 
immediately fell in love with an 
Arts and Crafts-style cottage built 
by Maine architect Rob Whitten in 
the woods along the New Meadows 
River. "I'm living in a treehouse!"
 Since finding her way to 
Harpswell, Truscott has divided 
her time between pursuing 
her own craft as an artist and 
supporting approximately 40 artists 
at Spindleworks in a mentorship 
position. She encourages her mentees 
to center their voices as artists 
through the medium of their choice, 
which can include fiber arts, theater 
and improvisation, mixed media, 
painting and printmaking.
 "From five minutes to an hour 
there (at Spindleworks), it's never 
the same! It's like a big family," said 
Truscott, who is currently running a 
weekly improv theater workshop. "It's 
pretty wild!"
 With time, Truscott has found 
that she is not just drawn to wild 
improv sessions, but also to the wild 
spirit of her surroundings on the 
coast. She has noticed a shift in her 
work toward the abstract while living 
and working in Harpswell, which has 
driven her to develop a style similar to 

that of Mark Rothko's field paintings.
 "When I go to any museum, 
I'm like, 'I gotta find him!' You get 
swallowed up. The color pulls you 
in," said Truscott, in reference to 
Rothko. "I just enjoy using color in 
atmospheric settings that aren't really 
defined as landscapes, but, because 
they have this horizontal aspect to 
them, they're like landscapes."
 "If something catches my eye, like 
the light, I'm there and I'm soaking it 
in. I'm studying it," said Truscott, who 
often finds herself making mental and 
written notes about specific colors 
needed to depict passing scenes. 
"When I'm going by in the car, I catch 
the blur of the colors out of the corner 
of my eye with that motion behind it. 
I smudge and pull that color out and 
call it that. I've done a fair amount of 
work that is on the blurry side for that 
reason."
 Like the light that Truscott is 
always chasing, the processes that 
define her art are fleeting. She 
facilitates her creativity by stepping 
back and allowing nature to take its 

course.
 "Light shifts all the time, so you 
have to catch it," said Truscott, who 
realizes her vision with painting, 
pastels, drawing, wood, paper, and 
birch panels. "I like the atmosphere. 
I like to spatter and do washes in the 
background. I let it flow. I don't think 
about it; it just happens."
 Truscott knows no limits when it 
comes to artistic expression and often 
finds herself mixing media to hone 
her vision in response to the interplay 
of natural elements in her pieces.
 In one of her Rothko-inspired 
depictions of blueberry barrens, she 
mixed pumice, beach sand, cold wax 
medium, and oil paint in layers to 
achieve the smoldering reds of the 
barrens at dusk.
 In her current series, Truscott 
trusts acrylic ink and charcoal to 
absorb into wood panels in a way that 
reveals the likeness of wood grain to 
tidal waters. She builds up the layers 
and scrapes texture into the dark, 
smoky scenes.
 More recently, Truscott has 

diversified her working relationship 
with natural elements while 
returning to her roots in political 
street theater. She is rust-dyeing the 
American flag and experimenting 
with deconstructive techniques that 
involve stenciling and printmaking. 
The new work uses the flag as 
a landscape to make a political 
statement about capitalism, the 
mistreatment of Indigenous peoples, 
racism, and gun violence.
 Only time will tell how Truscott's 
work continues to take shape 
as it evolves in response to her 
surroundings. "I don't know where 
it's all taking me," said Truscott.
 But she knows when to work. 
"When the light hits, it's like, 'OK, 
quick!'"
 Freelance journalist Kelli Park has 
contributed to The Times Record, The 
Working Waterfront, Edible Maine 
and The Coastal Journal. A part-
time college instructor and teacher of 
English to speakers of other languages, 
she lives in Cundy’s Harbor with her 
son, Kieran. ⚓

Catching the light: Local artist creates abstract, atmospheric landscapes

Martha Truscott and one of her dogs at home near the New Meadows River in Harpswell. (KELLI 

PARK PHOTO)

A notebook of Martha Truscott's ink paintings lies open on a table in her home studio near the 
New Meadows River. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)

ATTENTION HARPSWELL VOTERS

The HARPSWELL ANNUAL TOWN MEETING will be held 
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 2023 at the HARPSWELL COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL, 308 Harpswell Islands Rd.

POLLS ARE OPEN 9AM-5PM, Business Meeting Starts at 10:00 AM

ABSENTEE BALLOTS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE.
Deadline for requesting Absentee Ballots (except for special circumstances) is Wednesday 
March 8, 2023. For more information call 833-5822

--- Catherine J. Doughty, Town Clerk, 833-5822
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Property Management

Caretaking

Debris Clearing

Plowing & Sanding

Concierge Services

Cleaning

Cell:  207-522-2582
david@safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

David Johnson

 Ser v i ng  Brun sw i c k  & t h e  Harp sw e l l  Is l and s  













www.safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

SAFE HARBOUR
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & RENTALS

-- from an Anchor reader

Forgiveness

This Week in Harpswell: Feb. 4-12

A pastel sunset over Curtis Cove on Feb. 8. (BRANDON ANDRUSIC PHOTO)

Boathouse at Skolfield Shores Preserve, on Middle Bay Cove, Feb. 9. (TIMOTHY LABRECQUE PHOTO)

Ice fishing at the Orr's Island bridge, Feb. 4. (LUCIA NIXON PHOTO)

 "This Week in Harpswell" is a 
project of the Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust. Every year, the Land Trust 
selects one week from each of the four 
seasons and invites photographers of 
all ages and experience levels to take 
to nature with their cameras.
 The Land Trust encourages 
photos of its preserves and trails, as 

well as people and pets outdoors, 
historic landmarks and the working 
waterfront.
 To participate, find dates at 
hhltmaine.org, then submit high-
resolution images to photos@
hhltmaine.org. Include the 
photographer's name and a caption 
with the date and location. ⚓
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The new owner of Holbrook's 
General Store reopened the 
Cundy's Harbor institution on 
Feb. 6.
 The store offers coffee, fresh 
pastries and treats, and a variety 
of ready-to-eat meals. Devon 
Gogan, of Cundy's Harbor, 
wants her homemade food to 
feel like "Grandma's cooking," 
she said.
 Prices range from $7.99 to 
$9.99 for wraps and $10.99 to 
$20.99 for entrees. Soups start at 
$4.99. Portions are generous.
 Gogan, a veteran chef and 
restaurant manager, will also 
take over the seasonal eatery 
next door, Holbrook's Lobster 
Wharf and Grille.
 She plans to open the 
restaurant on Mother's Day 
weekend, when she will offer 
buy-one-get-one lobster rolls for 
anyone who brings their mother 
— or any mother. Customers can 
expect more holiday specials to 
come. "I'm big about holidays," 
she said.
 She wants to host events at 
the restaurant in the summer, 
like live music, artisan shows, 
and fundraisers for Harpswell 
Community School and 
the Holbrook Community 
Foundation.
 Once the restaurant opens, 
she will offer fewer takeout 
options at the store. But the store 
will remain a popular stop for ice 
cream. The store also continues 
to stock drinks, snacks, and a 
few grocery essentials.
 In addition to the restaurant 
and store, Gogan offers a large 
menu of homemade meals 
by special order. Customers 
must place orders three days 
in advance. She caters small 
events and may expand catering 
services in the future. She has 
even thought about a food 
truck.
 The store's first week was a 
success.
 "I had a lot of new people 
come in, people I hadn't met 
yet, saying, 'We're so excited!' 
and 'This is great!" and they were 
buying, so I'm pretty excited and 
I feel like it's going really well," 
Gogan said.
 For now, the store is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
with delivery available from 4-6 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. The 
store and restaurant will both be 

open seven days a week during 
the summer.
 Gogan grew up in Rumford, 
in Western Maine. Her family 
spent summers with relatives 
in Cundy's Harbor. She stayed 
in Cundy's Harbor for her 
freshman year in high school.
 In addition to classes at Mt. 
Ararat, she attended the culinary 
program at Brunswick's Region 
10 Technical High School. The 
program operated a restaurant 
one day a week. "That's when I 
really fell in love with cooking," 
she said.
 She moved on to restaurants 
outside school, where she was a 
natural in the kitchen. "I worked 
my way up," she said, from 
dishwasher to prep cook to line 
cook to sous chef to executive 
chef.
 As an adult, she traveled and 
lived back in Western Maine, 
always honing her culinary 
skills. She took jobs where she 
knew she could learn. When she 
had learned all she could, she 
looked for her next challenge.
 She gravitated toward "mom-
and-pop" restaurants that made 

homestyle food. "I don't want to 
cook out of a box and a bag," she 
said.
 One of her favorite jobs was 
as kitchen manager for the 
Conway Scenic Railroad in New 
Hampshire, cooking for the 
dining cars.
 "Food brings people together 
and makes people happy," she 
said of why she enjoys working 
in restaurants. When people 
love her food, it makes her feel 

good.
 During summers in Western 
Maine, Gogan would load up 
her kids and make the hour-
and-a-half drive to Cundy's 
Harbor multiple times a week.
 "I wanted my kids to have the 
same kind of experience I did 
growing up," she said.
 On one of those trips, she 
noticed for-sale signs and 
started to think about the area as 
more than a daytrip destination.

  "I just loved it so much that 
I figured it was a good spot to 
land," she said.
 She bought a home about 
three years ago. While starting 
a business providing end-of-
life care, she worked for a time 
at Holbrook's restaurant and 
store under then-owner Alison 
Hawkes.
 When Hawkes ended 
her three-season run at the 
restaurant and closed the store, 
the Holbrook Community 
Foundation approached 
Gogan about taking over. The 
foundation owns the historic 
property and rents space to 
several businesses.
 Gogan said yes.
 "I like adventure," she said, 
"and I thought, maybe instead 
of making everybody else all 
the money, it was time for me to 
have my own restaurant."
 "I love it already," she said 
during an interview at the store 
on Feb. 13, a week after opening 
day.
 For more information, find 
Holbrook's Wharf & Store on 
Facebook. ⚓

Join Our Team!
• Operating Foreman
• Dependable Class A or B     
   Truck Drivers
• Septic Technicians
Will Train the Right Person!

207-729-4710 or 207-721-0155 | webberenterprises@outlook.com
26 Keri Drive, Harpswell, ME 04079

Construction & Septic Services

Residential Sitework Specialists
• Licensed Septic system Installers • Shoreline Stabilization • Ledge Removal-Blast free    
• Lot Clearing-Tree & Stump Removal • Road & Driveway Work • Foundation Excavation  
• Drainage installation • Utilities Prep • Island work welcome! (Barge services available)

Material Deliveries of
• Topsoil, Dark bark mulch, Pitch black mulch, Sands, Gravels, Crushed stone & ECM

Septic Services
• Septic tank Cleanings • Holding tank Cleanings • Septic System Repairs & Maintenance

See us on Facebook: facebook.com/mikewebberenterprises

Local chef brings 'Grandma's cooking' to Holbrook's General Store

Devon Gogan staffs the coffee bar at Holbrook’s General Store on Feb. 
13. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY NANCY OR R 
JOHNSON JENSEN
 My mother, Virginia Johnson, 
lived in an 1850s home on Lowell's 
Cove, Bailey Island, with my father, 
Linwood, from the 1930s to around 
2000. There they raised five children 
from the 1930s to the 1950s.
 Those days were very hard times, 
money-wise, so my mother worked at 
various places on the island. However, 
she did take the time to write many 
poems of the island folks.
 I am enclosing one of my favorites, 
about Sinnett's store, owned by Everett 
Sinnett, a native islander. The building 
housed the grocery store and the post 
office. There were benches outside the 
building where islanders would sit 
and gossip while waiting for the mail 
to be sorted.
 The steamboat Aucocisco would 
come in from Portland every day, 
bringing mail and tourists.
 This poem, "Sinnett's Store," was 
written by Virginia in the '50s.

Sinnett's Store
At Sinnett's, the old country store,
The men sit around just as before.
The pot-bellied stove is long gone by,
But memories of men will never die.

If you go there when they're all "in,"
You'll find you're in the midst of a 
din.
They're all talking 'bout a different 
thing;
Before very long your ears'll ring.

Discoursing freely you will see
Arthur and Peter on Frank's settee.
Prices will be their subject great
Of laths, and nails, and even bait.

Standing apart, you'll see Stan and 
Jess,
Ready for work, you can tell by their 
dress;
But, thinking and talking of hunting 
skill;
Their longing for ducks they'll never 
fill.

You'll hear the oldsters tell of trips
They have taken in sailing ships;
Of seas and winds they had to 
withstand,
With plenty of courage ready at hand.

There's Washie and Frank and Billy 
Black,
Believe me, those old blades had the 
knack.
Nowadays the young ones stand in 

awe
Of all the oldsters heard and saw.

They're never bored with the same 
old tales,
The same old ships, the same old 
sails,
The same big fish that got away,
And the one they caught the very 
next day.

All this goes on when ladies are there;
These are the stories they can share.
But if they are absent or out of sight,
Then other things come to light.

According to all the men I know,
The woman is the "so-and-so."
But, let me tell you something new
Men who don't gossip are mighty 
few.

 (Author's note: The islanders 
mentioned in the poem are Arthur 
York, Peter Rogers, Frank Doughty, 
Stan Johnson, Jess Johnson, Washie 
Doughty, Frank Doughty, and Billy 
Black.)
 Nancy Orr Johnson Jensen is the 
author of "Bailey Island Memoirs and 
Lore" and "Helen, Ethel and the Crazy 
Quilt." She grew up on Bailey Island. ⚓

Flight Deck
Brewing

FLIGHTDECKBREWING.com

11 ATLANTIC AVE, BRUNSWICK
(207) 504 - 5133

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Wood-fired Pizza
Family friendly

BEER, WINE & NON-ALCOHOLIC

Award-Winning:
Maine Craft Pizza

Best Tasting Room in Maine
Best Outdoor DininG in Maine

'The old country store': Memories of Sinnett's in the 1950s

A view of Mackerel Cove from Sinnett's store. (PHOTO COURTESY NANCY ORR JOHNSON JENSEN)
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DONORS:

Corrina A Roman-Kreuze
Cathy Abbott
Judith Adams
Laura Nancy and Jonathan 

Barrett Adams
James and Rita Aderhold
Richard A. Agathos
David Aibel

Samuel Allen
Joan and John Amerling
S.J. Prince and Son
Gareth and Lynn Anderson
John and Rosemary 

Anderson
Nancy Andrusic
John Anthony
Jean and Nick Arcangeli
Flora Arndt

Deven and Beverly Arnett
Rachel and Stephen Arnold
John and Carolyn Assini
James Atkinson and Nancy 

Moore
David and Paula Baiss
Patricia Baker
Suzanne Baker
Thomas Baker
William and Patti Baker

Suzanne Bakewell and 
Mark Blondman

George and Alice Bangs
Shannon Banks
Joseph and Maura Barbato
Jill Barbieri
David and Margaret 

Baribeau
Deborah and George 

Barker

Greg and Donna Barmore
Brooke Barnes
Christy Barnes and Douglas 

Reiner
Heather Barnhart
Cynthia Barr
Kristin Bartel
James Barton
Wendy Batson and Bob 

Eaton

John R. and Kathaleen 
Bauer

Art and Elaine Baur
Paul Bazzano
Richard and Gail Bean
Bart Beattie
Richard and Juliette 

Beaulieu
Edgar and Carolyn Beem
Pat Luce Beene

Douglas Beers
Sean Beherec
Ellen Bell-Irving
Anne Benaquist
Nancy Bennett
Daniel and Ellen Benthal
Jeff and Yolanda Berkowitz
Elizabeth Berns
John Berry
Arnold Besier

Jim and Joyce Bessen
Greg Bestick and Christine 

Tomasino
Joseph Bettencourt
Rob and Susan Biggs
Constance and Peter Bissias
Stephen A. Black
Lydia Blank
Tim and Cindy Blazek
William Blood

Alan Blum and Jim Burnett
Mr. and Mrs. M.G. Bock
George and Patricia Bodkin
Elizabeth Boerstling
Sheila and Jan Bohlin
Else Boland
Evelyn and JP Bolduc
Janene Boller
Charles Bonney
John Boomer

We would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to the following people and organizations who donated their financial resources to
 support local nonprofit news, building connections within the Harpswell community and enhancing understanding among all of us.

The 2022 Annual Report

More than 300 donors enjoy tastes from 12 local restaurants/stores at our Foods of Harpswell event in August 2022, with Bill Nemitz as our guest of honor. (JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)

Our Financial Picture
In 2022 tax-deductible gifts have helped us:
• Cover the news in Harpswell, including town government, schools and elections. Some 

of the biggest stories from the Anchor’s first full year include the state’s decision to shut 
down Harpswell Coastal Academy, the race to replace Harpswell’s term-limited state 
representative, a grassroots campaign to improve cellular coverage, and the selection of 
two new school board members. 

• Operate an expanded online presence on Facebook and our web site, sending out 
breaking news as it happens. 

• Mail out 400 free monthly subscriptions to people from away who want to stay 
connected to Harpswell.

• Keep our sponsored advertising rates steady, and offer free ad design services to 
businesses and nonprofits. 

• Participate in panel discussions on the working waterfront and the publication of 
Scuttlebutt: A Guide to Living & Working in a Waterfront Community. Partners in this 
project were the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association, Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, 
Holbrook Community Foundation and the Cundy’s Harbor Library. 

• Launch our Small Business Marketing Initiative, providing free marketing consultation 
to local organizations. Meraki Gallery, Iris Eats and On Demand Office Managment 
(ODOM) were our first participants in 2022. 

• Support our local nonprofits through the Nonprofit Corner on our website, providing a 
central location for press releases and updates. We continue to offer a 20% discount on 
ad rates for nonprofits. 

• Be featured in Down East magazine, Yankee magazine, Berwick Community News and 
the Portland Press Herald. 

• Earn Maine Press Association awards for our journalism and our business practices.  We 
were recognized in the following categories: General Excellence -- Print, Arts/Lifestyle 
Feature, Best New Revenue Ideas, Editorial Cartoonist, Outdoors Story, Freedom of 
Information, Health Story, News Story, Religion/Spirituality Story and Self-Promotion. 

2022 Sources of Revenue:

2022 Categories of Expenses:

In the January 2023 issue of Down East magazine, the Harpswell Anchor was featured in an article 
by Ed Beem. Mr. Beem quoted well-known Maine journalist Bill Nemitz: 

“Local news is one of those things we have long taken for granted until suddenly it’s gone….My hat will
forever be off to the people of Harpswell for resurrecting their paper, contributing content for it and, the hardest part, making it all financially 

viable,” Nemitz says. “The new Anchor is more than just a monthly publication — it’s the thread that holds the community fabric together.”

The staff and board of the Anchor want to thank the people of Harpswell for making their revived community paper the success it is.

In this report you will see that in 2022 we received support from 751 individuals, 124 advertisers, 6 foundations, 9 
corporate sponsors and 2 matching gift companies. We are humbled and grateful for such generosity. 
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Tim and Gail Borkowski
Richard and Kathleen 

Boston
Lydia and Brian Botham
Charlene Boulais
Elizabeth Bouve and Lee 

Johnson
Kathleen Bowen
Gordon Bowersock and 

Leslie Inman
Eric C. Bowie
Barry and Cheryl Boyd
Bruce Brandt
Greg Braun
Sarah Brendler
David and Pam Brennan
Michelle Brennan
Cindy Breton
Georgia Breyer
Laurie Briggs
Tyler Brodie
Jeanne Brooks
Stephen and Margaret 

Broughall
Cornelia W. Brown
Dave Brown and Jane 

Covey
Judy Brown
Keith Brown and Georgette 

Miller
Nat and Bing Brown
Patricia Brown
Phyllis R. Brown
Thomas and Kimberly 

Brown
Susan Brownie
William and Nicole Bryant 
Carrie Bubier
Robert Bump
John and Peggy Burbank
James and Jean Burbine
Peggy Burke
Buzz Burlock
Warren Burroughs
Nelson Burton
Cyndy Bush
Richard Butcosk
William Byam
Elizabeth Cabot Lyman
Alan Calhoun
Marlis Cambon
Hannah Campbell
Margaret Campbell
Phyllis and Donald 

Campbell
Tim Carberry
Claire Cardona
Steve and Lisa Carew
Alice Carman
Carolyn Carney
Shirley and Roger Caron
Dana Porter and Brownie 

Carson
John and Susan Carson
Elly and Charles Cary
Robert and Lois Cary
Joan and Todd Casey
Robin Casey and Lou 

Kimball
Frances Caswell
Stephen and Joanne 

Caulfield
Kent John Chabotar
James and Winnie Chan
Sarah Chandler and Paul 

Kane
Ann and James Chappuis
Helene Chase
Charlie Chen
Elizabeth Childs
Dianne Chilmonczyk
Dave Chipman
J. Curtis Chipman
Erica Chiquoine-Formisano
Beth Chiquoine and Joe 

Moore
Eric Chown and Rachel 

Beane
Ronald and Marie Kristine 

Christensen
Deborah Christie
Emile and Jane Clavet
Jane Clayton
Linda Clement
James and Kathleen 

Clemons
Donald Clifford and Sharon 

Whitney
Calixte and Adele Cloutier
Nancy and Roy Cockburn
Lydia and Andre Cocquyt
Barry and Christine Coflan
Alison Cohen
Lorna Cohen and Anne 

Huntington
Dorothy Cole
Wayne Cole
Pauline and Bruce Collette
Anne Collins
Doug Collins
Monica Collins
Connie Sage Conner and 

Philip Conner
James and Cathy Cook
Lucy and Charles Cook

Jane Coolidge
Helen Coon
Judy and John Cooper
Dorothy and Bill Corkhill
Philip G. Cormier
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen 

Corson
Robert Cote
Lee and Anne Cotton
Joyce and Patrick Coughlan
Eugene and Jennifer 

Coughlin
Carol Coultas and Ken 

Chutchian
Laura Crawford
Sean Crean
Barb Crommett
Lori Curole
Dana and Herb Cushing
Michele Cyr and Gregory 

Towne
Mr. and Mrs. D. Lloyd Jones
Kathy and Frank 

D’Agostino
Ann Dabovich
Michael and Janet Dana
Celeste and Thaddeus 

Danforth
Dorothy David
Ralph and Josie Davies
Alan and Sue Davis
Deb and Eric Hawkins
David Deinzer
John and Mary Deislinger
Mike Millius and Denise 

Lee
Jo-An Desanctis
Jerrilynn Dodds
Elizabeth Dodge
John Donovan and Judith 

Hogan
Diane Dostie
Edwin Douglas and Debbie 

Thomas
Susanni Douville
William Dowd
Wendy and Gary Downes
Larry Doyon
Hannah Dring
Sharon Driscoll
Carl and Barbara DuBois
Mark Dudley Sr. and Lisa 

Cramb
Sally and John Dunn
Bob Durant
Darcy J. Dye
Linda Earle
Virginia Eastman
Elizabeth B. Eaton
Beth Eisman
George and Mary Lou 

Eliades
James Elliott
Elise Eplan and Bob 

Marcovitch
Christina Estabrook
Gisela Estes
John and Melinda Ewing
Erik Fahlgren
Franci Vinal Farnsworth
James Farr
Joyce Fehl
David and Lynn Feindel
Paul Feiss and Nancy West
Jane Fenderson Cabot
Stephen Feron
John and Susan Ferraro
Catherine Finn and Clark 

Kercham
Peter and Linda Flaherty
Ann Flannery
Lorna and Jack Flynn
Lorinda Fontaine-Farris
Win Fowler
Marta and Robert Frank
Karin Frazer
Robert and Elisabeth Freson
Cynthia Friend
Dan and Kathy Frost
Helen and Bruce Frost
Patricia and Aaron Fuchs
Sharon Funkhouser
Rebecca and Patrick Gallery
David A. Gardner
Joann Gardner
Frank Gatchell
Robert Gaudreau
Fred and Carol Gay
Drs. Andrew and Lori 

Gearhart
Ellen Gebauer
Edmee Geid
Allen Gelwick
Nancy Andersen and the 

Georgia Hume Evans 
Memorial Inc.

Maggie and Bob Gill
Pam and Don Giller
Thomas Gilson
Ellen Glew
AM Goldkrand
Hub and Kathy Goodrich
Jerry Gorman
Ted and Barb Goulette
Vicki S. Gowler

Patty and Allan Graves
Beverly Gray
Jason Green
Tom Green
Pamela Greene
William and Kay 

Greenwood
Patricia and Charles 

Gregory
Greg Griffin
Peter and Harriette Griffin
Sharon and Field Griffith
LeAnne Grillo and Howard 

Marshall
William Grimes
Margaret Groban
Ron and ShaRon Groger
Hyman M. Gulak
Ann Gulesian
Gareth Gunn
Richard and Catherine 

Guttman
Chris Haaland
Jane Hadden
Jonathan and Rumiko 

Haddon
Amy and Spike Haible
Katherine Hall
Nor Hall and Roger Hale
Suzanne Hamilton and 

Alan Bakutis
Virginia Hamilton
Sally Hammond
Sara Hammond and David 

Fales
Susan and Charles Hancock
Ann Hansen and Curt 

Marechaux
Garry Hansen
Clinton A. Hanson, Jr. 
Hugh and Sarah Hardcastle
Rita and Kevin Harding
Edward Harris
Christopher M. Harte
Wayne Harvey
Jean and Jeff Hathaway
Kimberly Haynes and 

David Znamierowski
James and Gayle Hays
Lexi Helming
Miranda Henning
Judy Hershey
Jane Hilburt-Davis
Tom and Michele Himes
Candis Hine
Lew and Krista Hinman
William and Susan 

Hitchcock
Geoffrey Hobart
Jere and Mary Hoffert
Sue Hokamp
Lynne Holler
Edward and Anne Holt
Connie Lewis Hooker
Jeanne Howe
Roger Howell
John Hubbard
Steven Hubbard
Tom and Catherine Hughes
Avery Hunt
Thomas Hunter
Nancy Hurst
Robert and Ann Hutchins
Lew and Liz Incze
Steve and Shirley Ingram
Barbara and Steven Inkellis
Thomas Innis
Islands Community Church
Thomas Jackman
James J. MacAdam Family 

Fund
Martha Jarvis
Bernard and Ann Jennett
Nancy Jensen
Susan Jergesen
Ann and Geoff Johnson
Charles Johnson and Jean 

Appleby Johnson
Sharon and Ralph Johnson
John and Lorraine 

Johnstone
Merrill Jones
Fred B. Jordan
Michael and Jane Jukes
Thomas Juliusburger
Susan Kallevik
Angela Kalmanash
Dawn Kalmar
Gretchen and Dexter 

Kamilewicz
Missy and Charles Kapela
Sheila Karajin
Kathleen and Charles 

Remmel Charitable Fund
Brenda Kelleher
Catherine Kelley
Leah Kelly
Kevin Kendig
Carol and Michael Khalil
Deborah Kiczek
Louise Kieffer
Karen Elise Kilbride
Lynn and Paul Kilchenstein
Nancy King
Stoddon and Patricia King

Dominic Kinsley
Ann Kirkley
Paul and Linda Kittle
Suzanne and George Klacik
Les Klein
Jerry and Karetta Klepner
Audrey and Christopher 

Knight
Susanna Knight
Catherine Knowles
Joan Kovach
Matthew Daniel Kravitz
Adam Krea and Jodie 

Stevens
Linda Kreamer
Brandon Andrusic and 

Kristin Brennan
Nancy Kurtz
Sarah and Daniel Lafond
Carolle Lago
Mary Alden Laird
Cheryl Lambrecht
Susan Landis
Roger and Beth Landry
Laura Ruth Lane-Reticker
Terri and Matt LaRussa
Mike Laskey
Jim and Patti Laughren
Richard Lavine
Michael Lawler
Robert and Pat Lawson
Mary Susan Leahy
Ronald and Jean LeClair
Lisa Lee
Jason and Whitney Leese
Allan Legrow
Carla Trott Lejade
Theresa Leney and Randall 

St. Pierre
Mary Lennon
Steve Leveen
Claire Levesque
Ed Levine
Howard and Rebecca 

Levitan
Diane Lewis
Joyce Lewis
Judson and Michelle Lewis
Li Liang and Georgia Sassen
Bud and Lucy Liddell
Laura and Joe Lienert
Ann Liotta
Robert and Linda 

Livingston
William Lockwood
John Long
Diane Loughlin
Barbara and Ed Lovely
John and Susan Loyd
Marie Lucca and Curtis 

Fischer
Kathryn Lundquist
Barbara and Peter Lynch
Janice Lynch
Mike and Leigh Lyon
Margaret and Bruce 

MacDougal
Phillip E. MacHugh
Heather MacLeod
Susan and Adam Maffei
Tom Mahoney
Mary Maidl
John S. Malzard Jr.
Charles and Meredith 

Manning
Abigail Manny
Cynthia and Gary 

Manoogian
Judy Marino
Ken Marks and Linda 

Reister
Jeff Marshall
Nancy Marstaller and 

David Brooks
Amy and Charles Martin
Thomas and Lori Martin
Peter and Irene Martin
Barbara Mayden
Margaret and Richard Mayo
Robert McAfee
Rob and Brenda McAleer
Laura McCandlish and 

Dan Stone
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McCorkle
Jay and Tim McCreight
Sandra and Stanley 

McCurdy
Jay McDermott
Muriel McDonough and 

William Curran
Bill and MaryEllen 

McEnroe
Dianne and Ewen McEwen
Marnie and Malcolm 

McFarland
Susan McIlvaine
Jim McKinnell and Mary 

Shields
Richard and Beth 

McLaughry
Bill Mclin and Mac 

McKeon
Lydia and Richard Mears

Joyce and R. Philip 
Melanson

Joan and Peter Melroy
Sally Meredith
Heather Merriman and 

Adrian Smith
Peter Meyers and Charles 

Terenzio
Candace Fitzek and 

Michelle Roule
Larenda Mielke
Chris and Bob Millar
Katherine Miller
Wallace B. Millner
Barry Mills
Bob and Hati Modr
Faith Moll
Nancy and John Moncure
Marsha Mongell
Helen Montfort
Julia Moore
Mary Jo Moore
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Shiras
David Moseley MacLelland
Dick and Ann Moseley
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Judy Muller
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Arleen Murnane
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Bob Neilson
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Helen Norton
Sandra Norton
James Noyes
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Nancy Olson
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Wood
Aleks Peske
Dian Petty
Jason Petty
June and Ed Phinney
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James Pinfold
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Booth
Alex Piper
Juliette Polak
Teri Pontbriand
Robert Porter
Sarah and Jeff Potter
Frederick and Ellen Pough
Anne Poulin
Katy Powers
Kimberly Powers
Sam Powers
Scott Powers
Mose Price
Marilyn S. Prince
Nat Pulsifer
Sheila Querfurth
Buffy and Joe Quinn
Catherine Quinn
Josie Quintrell
James and Priscilla 

Ragonese
Lawrence Rakovan

Daniel and Nancy Ravin
SusanMary Redinger
Larry and Chris Reese
Helen Regan
Lynn Reiner
Lauren Reiter
Clyda and George Rent
David K. Reppucci
Jeanie Reynolds
Joan Reynolds
Mark and Susan Reynolds
Stephen Reynolds
Henry Rhoads
Pamela Rhoads
Sally Rich
Dennis Richards
Art Richardson
Martha Richardson
Patricia Richardson
Trish Riley
Anne Robertson and Bud 

Meyer
Mary and Ed Robinson
Janvier Rollande and Robin 

Parks
Katherine Rollins
Scott Rose and Elizabeth 

Bailey
Jay Rosellini
Irwin and Civia Rosenberg
Mary Roth
Jane and Joe Rotondi
Peggy Rousseau and Karen 

Elliott
Jack and Liza Rowland
Jeanie Rubio
Mary Ruchinskas
Margaret Rudman
Richard and Lynne Rumba
Amber Sage
Linda and Jim Sage
Vijay Samalam and 

Margaret Stern
Mike Sambrook
Jean Sanborn and George 

Metes
Deb Sandler
Robert and Wendy Sansone
Anne, Kris and Walt 

Satterthwaite
Martica Sawin
Alan and Cynthia Sawyer
Robert Sawyer
Marie Schmon
Charles Scholes
Lynn Schucter and John 

Broaddus
Tobias Seggerman
Bryan Selee
Frank and Susan Sessions
Peggy and Barry Shanler
Harry Shaw Sr.
Peter and Barbara Shaw
Sandra and Phil Shaw
Trish and David Sheaff
Ellen Shillinglaw and Jeff 

Stann
Natalie Shiras
Abigail Sibley
Dorothy Sihvonen
Cheryl Simmers
Everett Sinnett
Jay and Pamela Sinnett
Janet Sitko
Jonathan Skinner
Anne Skinstad
Francine Slack
Lee Slap
Melinda Small
Adam and Joan Smith
Dawna Smith
Jeanne Smith
Jim and Ruth Smith
Miranda and Steve Smith
Russ and Jen Smith
Susan Smith
Bill and Courtenay Snellings
Gina Snyder and Bo 

Garrison
Caroline Soares
Karin Soderberg
Ray Sohl
Wendy Power Spielmann
Michael and Claudia Spies
Beth Sposito
Anne and Allen Springer
Diana St. Pierre
Andrew and Paula Stabnick
Pamela and Ray Stagg
Liz and Bill Stamey
Marie and Paul Stansel
Judith and Michael Stanton
Stephanie and Peter Stanton
Sally Stebbins
John Steele
Ian Steeves
Harvey and Judy Stephens
John Sterling
Daniel Stevens
Mary Ellen Stevens
Shelley Stiles
Jonathan Stinnett
Reed Stockman
Peter Stone

Deirdre Strachan and Jose 
Mas

Michael Strange and Nancy 
Curtis-Strange

Dave Strelitz
Mary Ellen Stypinski
Beth and Ed Sugarman
Maureen Sullivan
Charles and Karen Sumner
L.A. Sutton
William Swanson
John and Kathy Sylvester
Anne and David Taft
Molly Tannatt
Burr and Carol Taylor
Eugene Taylor
Karen and Nils Tcheyan
Tim Tear and Debbie 

Forester
Clyde Thomas
Janice Thompson and 

Jeremy Jones
Liza Thompson
Nancy Thompson
Iris Thomson
J. Threston
John and Jane Tisdale
Sue and Ned Toll
Cathie Tondreau Dittrich
Beth Tondreau and Patrick 

O’Neill
David Tondreau
Edward and Susan 

Toussaint
John and Marielynn Towers
Carolyn Trauner
David Treworgy
Barbara Tsonis
Roger and Nancy Tuit
Russell Turner and Sophia 

Gabriel
Mary Tuttle
Robert Umberger
Tom Unger
William Utley
Tim Vail and Joanne 

Urquhart
Maryanne Van Aken
Wendy and Yves Van 

Damme
Susan and Vinnie Veligor
Edward and Kathleen Vieira
Thomas Vurgason
Mallory Waldman
Rob Wallace
Theresa and Matthew 

Walsh
Leslie Walstrom
David and Jane Warren
Doug Warren and Pam 

Berry
Susan Waterman
Pamela Weiss
C. Wescott
Tuckie and Don Westfall
Peter Weston
Robert Wexler and Gayle 

Slatterly
Genie and Nat Wheelwright
Clayton Whidden
Andy White
Peter White
Scott and Sandi White
Tom and Esther White
Mark Wilcox
Paul and Helen Wild
Dennis and Linda Wilkins
Marilyn and Will Wilkoff
Jerrie Will
Kate Willeford
Denise Williams
Glenn and Betsy Williams
Susan Williams and David 

Colt
Delsa and Tim Wilson
Michael Wing
Ellie Winninghoff
JoAnn Withington
Frank Wnek
Eric Wohltjen
Susan Wood
Mark Woodbury
Barry and Sue Woods
Judy Wylie
David Yancey
Lynne and Robert Yanders
Robert and Patricia Yetman
Jenny and Mike Zagariello
Leslie Zales
Maureen and Erich 

Zarnfaller

GRANTS:

Alfred M. Senter Fund 
Broad Reach Fund
Davis Conservation 

Foundation
LION Publishers
Maine Community 

Foundation -- Nine 
Wicket Fund

Midcoast Charitable 
Foundation of Maine

Newsmatch

ADVERTISERS:

Abbot Fletcher Sailing 
School

Ackme Survey LLC
Alex Lund Dive Services
All Saints by the Sea Chapel
All Saints Chapel - Orr’s 

Island
Ash Cove Pottery
Bart Flanagan Tree Service
Bath-Brunswick Respite 

Care
Biome Care
Bisson Moving & Storage
Black Sheep Wine and Beer
Bowdoin International 

Music Festival
Breton Design
Brunswick Dental Health 

Associates
Brunswick Instant Printing 

Inc
Coastal Connections 

Property Management 
LLC

Cook’s Lobster and Ale 
House

Crowley Energy
Cundy’s Harbor Library
D.A. Cressey Heat Pumps 

& Electric
Bob Weigand
Eaton Peabody Attorneys 

at Law
Elijah Kellogg Church
Embark Restaurant
Enoteca Athena
Finestkind Boatyard
Fishmoon Yoga
Flight Deck Brewing
Forest to Shore
Gallery at Widgeon Cove
Glimpses of Harpswell book
Go By Boat book
Grand Stars Property 

Services Inc.
Great Island Kennel
Gun Point Cove Gallery
H2Outfitters
Handy Man Mac
Harpswell Aging at Home
Harpswell Business 

Association
Harpswell Coastal Academy
Harpswell Garden Club
Harpswell Heritage Land 

Trust
Harpswell Invasive Plant 

Partnership (HIPP)
Harpswell Neck Fire & 

Rescue
Harpswell Neck Library
Harpswell Neck Physical 

Education Association 
(HNPEA)

Harpswell Paint Company
Harpswell Realty Group
Hatch on Maine
Hays Harpswell Islands 

Oyster
health markets
HEC+A
Holbrook Community 

Foundation
Iris Eats
J&J Painting
John Leo Murray Jr. 

American Legion Post 171
Keith Field Goldsmith
Legacy Properties Sotheby’s 

International Realty
Log Cabin Inn
Made in Maine Craft Show
Maine Optometry
Maine Pines Racquet and 

Fitness
Merriconeag Grange
Mid Coast - Parkview 

Health
Mike’s Mowing and Yard 

Care
MONAT with Rebecca
Morning Glory
Moses Dyer Coffee Roasters
Myatt & Son Painting
Nancy Grice Studio
Nat Hemond Excavation 

LLC
North Atlantic Inflatables
Oasis Free Clinic
Old Orr’s Island 

Schoolhouse
On Demand Office 

Management
Orrs & Bailey Islands Fire 

Department
Pammy’s Ice Cream Parlor
Paulus Fine Furniture
Port Services Group, Inc.
Potvin Yard Services
Quahog Bay Conservancy
R.A. Webber & Sons Inc.
Ree’s Design
Repp Gardening

Riley Insurance Agency, 
LLC

Roxanne York Real Estate
Safe Harbor Property 

Management
Salt Cod Cafe
Seaside Creations
Sebascodegan Artists
Senior Planning Center
Sew Special
Shea’s Plastering Company
Sherman’s Books and 

Stationery
Joanne Tarlin, Artist
Teel Painting
Teens to Trails
Tenhigh Plumbing
The Art of Healing 

Emotions, LLC
The Butchers & Bakers
The Dolphin Restaurant
The Highlands
The Island Candy Company
The Mingo Club
The Santa Fund
The School House 1913
The Theater Project
The Vicarage by the Sea
Thistles & Things
Thor Construction
Tim Dunham Realty
Totally Tile
Town of Harpswell
Uncle Pete’s Community 

Market
Webber Enterprises, Inc.
Welltree, Inc.
Wild Duck Boat Works
Will Go Driving School
William Raveis Real Estate

CORPORATE 
SPONSORS:

Harpswell Realty Group
Lands End Gift Shop
R.A. Webber & Sons Inc.
Safe Harbor Great Island 

Marina
The School House 1913
Engel & Volckers Real 

Estate
John Libby Construction
Roxanne York Real Estate
Kenney Landscaping
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House
Dolphin Restaurant
Erica’s Seafood
Henry Allen’s Seafood
Iris Eats
Island Candy Company
Morse’s 
Salt Cod Café
Sundrenched
The School House 1913
Uncle Pete’s Community 

Market
Veggie Corner

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES:

Home Depot
State Street Corporation

VOLUNTEERS:

Jean Arcangeli
Judy Arndt
Carolyn Carney
Lucy Cook
Janet Dana
Wendy and Gary Downes
Ellen Glew
Harriette Griffin
Jean Hathaway
Barbara Inkellis
Richard Kazimer
Lynn Kilchenstein
Ann Kirkley
Nancy Moncure
Douglas Nielsen
Kathleen O’Donnell
Mose Price
Mary Robinson
Peggy Rousseau and Karen 

Elliott
Jeanie Rubio
Lynne Rumba
Linda Sage
Gina Snyder
Paul Stoler
Mallory Waldman

This is a complete list as of 
January 31, 2023. We make 
every effort to ensure 
the accuracy of these 
donor names. However, in 
the case of an error, please 
contact Janice at janice@
harpswellanchor.org or 
(207) 504-4428 and we will 
make the correction. ⚓
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BY BUTCH LAWSON
 I always thought the age of 
discovery to be a reference to ancient 
times, but for me it's all about current 
events. I don't mean public events, 
like what passes for news on TV 
broadcasts, but important discoveries 
right in my own home. Some of the 
stuff I learn is downright entertaining 
and some will send you to the ER in 
the dark of night.
 I now know that blowing my nose 
in a music studio causes acoustic 
guitars in the room, on the wall and 
in their stands, to ring in harmony. 
That's a fascinating discovery and 
leads, of course, to experimenting 
with certain other noises to see 
whether the phenomenon repeats 

in lower frequencies with a similar 
harmonic response. Imagine being 
able to create your own musical score 
using only what the Lord gave you 
and maybe a kazoo. A smart fifth 
grader could program the app and I 
see a huge market among the teenage 
male demographic. This is just one 
opportunity.
 A lot of us mature guys are aware 
of a factory-installed security system 
conveniently placed in our bladders 
sometime around the moment of 
conception. It is designed to alert us 
to threats to ourselves, our families, 
or worse, our bed linens, most often 
at times when we are least likely 
to be on high alert. It's a useful if 
somewhat annoying system. It 
didn't take long for my house pets 
to see this nocturnal activity as an 
interesting diversion and join me 
for my nightly security rounds. Be 
aware that cats in particular can be 
jerks and will brake-check you in a 
dark hall with disastrous results to see 
if you are giving them the expected 
notice and deference. There have 
been reports of broken bones, broken 
furniture, broken windows, broken 
speed-of-a-cat-through-a-window 

world records, and rumors of broken 
marriages.
 Speaking of cats, I've learned that 
one perched on the back of my old 
recliner completely messes up the 
performance of the chair. It works 
as it should until the added weight 
of the cat causes the chair to recline, 
requiring well-developed abs in order 
for me to stay somewhat upright. 
Admittedly, this chair is not in top 
form. Bought in Lewiston 14 years 
ago from a Craigslist ad for $50, it now 
has broken springs and a sagging seat, 
making it a challenge for an old man 
to get out of, even without the cat on 
it. We ordered a new chair last week. 
It ought to arrive at about the time I 
get the cast off my hand.
 About that, just this month I 
learned that the one appendage 
on my body that doesn't get nearly 
enough attention has way more than 
a couple of uses. Settle down, it ain't 
that. I had surgery on my left hand 
to repair and reroute some structural 
stuff to reduce discomfort, increase 
strength and dexterity, and permit 
me to continue wasting hundreds of 
hours playing guitar. The downside is 
that the recovery time is lengthy.

 My wife is thrilled that I've 
had this done since it gives her the 
opportunity to step back into the 
kitchen and hone her culinary skills. 
Also to practice doing dishes, a skill 
that has been shamefully neglected 
in recent years. I will acknowledge 
that she has been busily employed 
earning enough money to replace 
stuff broken by the previous scullery 
knave. Of matching glasses, we have 
few.
 Not having a useful thumb 
on my left hand is a temporary 
minor inconvenience in the overall 
scheme of things and it is way less 
restricting than other injuries or 
physical compromises suffered by 
less fortunate folks. Nonetheless, I'm 
relearning some basic two-handed 
life activities that co-star thumbs. My 
bench vice in the workshop makes a 
useful assistant for opening pickle jars 
and charging an inhaler, but it's not 
helpful for buttoning my Wranglers 

or cutting my steak.
 Most normal life chores are now 
more awkward to perform, but not 
impossible. Making things more 
inconvenient is the temporary splint/
bandage on my hand. My thumbnail 
and first knuckle poke out of a ball of 
plastic, gauze, and stretchy wrapping 
on my hand that is approximately the 
size of an 18-horse Evinrude. Sticking 
it through the sleeve of a casual shirt 
is an exercise in frustration, so I'll be 
buying replacement sweatshirts since 
my others now have slits up the left 
wrist.
 There you have it, a sample of new 
awareness and experience gathered 
this month. Maybe meaningless to 
you, but when all a man has to do 
is sit in a broken recliner with a self-
indulgent cat on his shoulder and 
contemplate his thumb, it is fortunate 
that he learned anything at all.
 Butch Lawson is an observer of life. 
He lives on Bailey Island. ⚓

--- Catherine J. Doughty, Town Clerk, 833-5822

ATTENTION HARPSWELL VOTERS

The Registrar of Voters or a Deputy will be at the Harpswell Town Office during the 
hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, on March 6, 7, 8, 10 and on March 9 from 1:00 pm 
to 7:00 pm for the purpose of correcting the list of voters and to receive applications 
of persons claiming the right to vote at the March 11, 2023 ANNUAL TOWN 
MEETING to be held at the Harpswell Community School, 308 Harpswell Islands 
Road

POLLS OPEN 9:00 am. to 5:00 pm, Registrations will also be accepted in person on Election Day.

Absentee Ballots are now available at the Town Clerk’s Office. The deadline for requesting absentee ballots is 
the close of business on WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2023, unless special circumstances exist.

we all need a hand, 
sometimes.

Email: hah@hah.community      |  Phone: (207) 833-5771 x108      |  Mailing: P.O. Box 25, Harpswell, ME 04079

Many of us want to stay in our homes for as long as possible. 
It’s familiar, we have our routines, we know our town, our 
friends, our neighbors. And… 

Harpswell Aging at Home provides programs and services, 
neighbor to neighbor, to help you thrive in your home. 

www.hah.community

Extraordinary coffee, 
freshly roasted in 
Harpswell, Maine

www.MosesDyerCoffee.com
207-319-1620

Thinking in Public: New discoveries
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BY K ATHY D'AGOSTINO
 I wanted to approach March 
with an open mind. Daylight saving 
time starts on March 12. The spring 
equinox is March 20. Opening day 
for the Red Sox is March 30. Maybe, 
just maybe, it's time to turn the 
page on winter and think spring. 
The groundhog did see his shadow, 
right? Even if he didn't, just six more 
weeks of winter after Feb. 2 would 
still make for what Mainers consider 
an early spring. As I write this, it 
is freezing outside and the wind 

is howling. Lobster boats remain 
grounded in the neighborhood. 
There is a layer of ice everywhere I 
look. Sigh.
 I needed a recipe that would 
lift spirits. One that explodes with 
flavor. I found it. The combination 
of ingredients makes this absolutely 
delicious and will make anyone 
forget about how cold March can 
get here in New England. Believe 
me, once you make this dish, you 
will want to prepare it again and 
again. Besides, what a perfect way to 

celebrate National Artichoke Hearts 
Day!
 This fabulous casserole recipe was 
given to me by Diana "Dee" Miskill. 
She has a passion for cooking and 
shares the fruits of her labor with 
Harpswell Aging at Home's Meals in 
a Pinch program, as well as Tedford 
Housing.
 While serving in the Navy, Dee 
traveled throughout the U.S. and 
abroad. She originally hails from 
New York and has lived in Harpswell 
for the past 40 years. She has four 
children who live across the U.S. 
and in Wales, U.K., along with one 
grandchild. According to her, life 
doesn't get any better. Thank you, 
Dee, for this wonderful recipe and 
for your service.

SHRIMP AND ARTICHOKE 
CASSEROLE

 Ingredients:
 2 14-ounce cans of artichoke 
hearts, quartered and drained (can 
use marinated ones if desired for 
extra flavor)
 1 pound medium shrimp (use 
raw shrimp, cleaned and shelled)
 6 tablespoons butter
 8 ounces fresh mushrooms, 
sliced
 1 pound fresh asparagus, cut into 
2-inch pieces (optional)
 3 tablespoons flour
 1 1/2 cups milk
 1/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon dry 

white wine
 Salt and pepper
 1/4 cup freshly grated Parmesan 
cheese
 Paprika
 Seafood seasoning blend
 (Dee used a seasoning blend 
from Blue Crab Bay Co. that she 
gets online. To make your own using 
dried herbs, combine a teaspoon 
each of dill, tarragon, chives and 
oregano, plus 1/4 teaspoon each of 
thyme and rosemary. For a little zip, 
you could add the zest of one lemon 
to the herbs. If you reach for the Old 
Bay, do so with a light touch, as it is 
strong and can overwhelm the dish.)

 Arrange artichoke hearts in a 
buttered 2-quart baking dish. Cover 
with the shrimp. Sprinkle some of 
the herb mixture on top.
 In a small saucepan, melt 3 
tablespoons butter (or you can use 
olive oil). Saute the mushrooms 
(and asparagus, if using) for about 3 

minutes and spread over the shrimp.
 Melt the remaining 3 tablespoons 
of butter in the pan. Add the flour 
and mix well. Whisk in the milk 
and wine. Sprinkle some more of 
the seafood seasoning if you'd like. 
Cook until thickened. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper.
 Pour the sauce evenly over the 
mushrooms and sprinkle with 
Parmesan and paprika. Bake in a 
375-degree oven for 30 minutes.
 Enjoy!
 Cooking at 43° North, a program 
of Harpswell Aging at Home, brings 
Harpswell residents together for 
cooking programs, in person and 
online. Watch the Anchor calendar 
for listings.
 HAH always needs cooks for its 
Meals in a Pinch program, which 
provides nutritious meals to seniors 
in need of emergency assistance. 
For more information, contact 
Julie Moulton at 207-330-5416 or 
juliemoulton28@gmail.com. ⚓

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
We welcome all who volunteer! Every 
year new volunteers join HIPP to learn 
about and help control invasive plants.  
hanks to the help of volunteers, HIPP 
devoted 238 hours in 2022 controlling 
invasive plants in Harpswell. 

For more information on how you too can 
help, contact us at hipp.maine@gmail.com  

Cooking At 43° North: March 16 is National Artichoke Hearts Day

Dee Miskill's shrimp and artichoke casserole explodes with flavor. (KATHY 

D'AGOSTINO PHOTO)

Open house New Librarian Anne Wilkes, right, talks with 
visitors during an open house at the Orr's Island Library on Jan. 
21. Dozens of people attended the event to meet Wilkes and learn 
about what the library has to offer. The library is open from 1-7 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Friday, and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. (DOUG 

WARREN PHOTO)
207-837-2920

North Atlantic Inflatables Dealer: Boat, Motor, & Trailer
Puffin Boats Dealer: Dinghies

Discount Boat Stands: Unbeatable Boat Stand Pricing!
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BY ER IN O'MAR A
 It's so cold in my house that 
I'm doing something I'm sure no 
woman in the history of the world 
has ever done. I'm wishing for a hot 
flash.
 Of course, when I need to turn 
my temperature regulation on its 
head, my hormones are stubborn 
and stable. The wind's raging 
and it feels like minus 36 outside 
and inside and I can't get hot on 
demand. Hot flashes, it seems, only 
happen in situations not helped by a 
red face and a sheen of sweat.
 Aging is a privilege, not a 
disease, but if there's a word other 
than "symptom" to talk about how 
my older body feels, I don't know 
it. And I thought I was prepared 
but I'm bewildered. We age slowly, 
over days and months and years, 
but the symptoms of aging arrive in 
a stunning flash.
 My knees dropped when I turned 
30. Overnight, my knees were loose 
and noticeably lower than the day 
before. When I hit 40, my back 
went out of whack and remains 
in a constant state of disrepair. At 
50, I started forgetting small but 
important details. I so consistently 
forget names that I seize up when 
I'm responsible for introductions. 
I never seem to know where my 
cellphone is and I've been late for 
umpteen events because I can't find 
the wallet that's in my hand.
 Sometimes I even forget how 
old I am, though I think that's more 
of a defense mechanism than a 
symptom.
 It's too soon for me and lots of my 
friends to be considered "seniors," 
but that doesn't stop us from talking 
about our chest pain, acid reflux or 
knee twinges. We overshare about 
our health in the way we used to 
overshare about making out on 
a first date or training for a first 
marathon. We're irrepressible. We 
want our symptoms known and we 
want to hear that someone else felt 
the same thing and is thriving. We 
want to be understood. This aging 
business is confusing, and we don't 
want to navigate it alone.
 I've come to understand the 
magic of AARP, not because they're 
solving any of these issues for me, 
but because their magazine gives 
me health problems to consider that 
aren't mine. I ignored their mailings 
for years because I didn't want to 
face that I was nearing or maybe 
already in the AARP demographic. 
I finally signed up for the promise of 
discounts and a robust lobbying arm 

that might have my older interests at 
heart. But when I got the first free 
magazine, I found the real value. 
Do you know the stress of work 
or family doesn't make the list of 
causes of high blood pressure, and 
the real culprit is a full bladder? Did 
you know that some chocolate has 
fiber and makes indulging healthy? 
They're teasing me with the promise 
of an article on the diseases our toes 
reveal, and I can't wait. When you're 
with the right people, quality health 
facts are cocktail party gold.
 The thing about the symptoms 
of aging is that you don't understand 
what it's like to have them until you 
do. The concept of insomnia or pain 
is much different than the reality. 
Weird body shifts that make elastic 
waist jeans seem like a reasonable 
option cause me more anxiety than 
I'm comfortable admitting.
 Years ago, on a cold winter night, 
a friend suffering through early 
menopause walked through my 
front door, ripped off her coat, and 
dropped it on the floor as she cut 
a path to the kitchen. She opened 
the freezer and stuck her head, 
shoulders and arms in. Since then, 
we have bought a new refrigerator, 
and the freezer is a drawer on the 
bottom, so she and I are both out of 
luck. If I'd better understood what 
she was going through, I might have 
made a different appliance choice.
 From watching my parents, 
I learned the key to aging is a 
combination of grace, fortitude and 
humor. I can accept that I don't need 
to know if I can still do a cartwheel 
and running for fitness is in my 
rearview. I can have faith in myself 
and find the strength to advocate 
for what I need to be healthy and 
happy. And I can seek out laughter 
and focus on all the joy in my life 
and my privilege of extending that 
joy year after year.

 By the time you read this, it will 
undoubtedly be warmer than today 
and both my mother and I will 
officially be one year older. At 8:30 
tonight, when I fall asleep watching 
television, I'll remind myself that 
I've always felt falling asleep in front 
of a movie is a luxury. Now I'm old 
enough to also know that I don't 
have to fight sleepiness and I won't 
miss anything.
 I'll keep wearing sunscreen 
and hats, practicing yoga, carving 
spoons, taking trips, nurturing 
friendships, and laughing.
 I'll keep enjoying a sunset glass 
of wine, even though AARP tells me 
this could raise my blood pressure.
 Seems another key to aging is 
knowing when to take advice and 
when to ignore it.
 Erin O'Mara lives in Harpswell 
and serves on the Harpswell News 
Board of Directors. ⚓

Never Not Amazed: The symptoms of aging

Curtis Cove: older than all of us and doing fine! (ERIN O'MARA PHOTO)

Pat Lawson
Harpswell Resident With A Global Reach

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

207-798-1828   pat@harpswellrealty.com
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BY HEATHER LOGAN
CUNDY'S HARBOR LIBRARY
 Brrr ... it's cold out there! 
As I write the March "Library 
Connections" column, we are 
preparing for the arctic blast and 
the kind of February weather 
I remember as a kid. When I 
attended Brunswick High School, 
the kids in my neighborhood 
walked to school. We walked 
in single-digit and below-zero 
temperatures with mittens and 
scarves. When we arrived, the 
scarves were not removed because 
they had to thaw first or we risked 
removing our skin along with 
the scarves! This is a blast from 
the past, literally! That said, like 
the other libraries in the area, 
from Orr's Island to Brunswick 
and Bath, we are opening our 
doors to be a warming center. 
This is another service rural and 
small libraries provide for their 
communities. This brings me to 
the topic of what it takes to keep 
a library operating and being 
responsive to its community year 
after year.
 Cundy's Harbor Library is truly 
a gift. A 1981 newspaper article by 
Lorene Kitchin (the entire article 
is on the library website) tells the 
story of how our little library arose 
from gifts of land and labor.
 "Plans immediately were 
begun to find a suitable site and 

building," Kitchin reported. 
"Soon Richard Hatch agreed to 
sell, for half price, a small house 
on his land on the Cundy's 
Harbor Road. Robert S. Watson 
and Marian W. Jordan deeded 
a parcel of land opposite the old 
schoolhouse for the site. The 
building was moved to its present 
foundation in October, 1959. 
Volunteer help was employed in 
constructing the foundation." 
Books were moved from the old 
schoolhouse to Holbrook General 
Store and the present library.

 What does it take to keep 
Cundy's Harbor Library open 
today? The most apparent piece 
of the puzzle is the people. As 
you enter the library, which 
announces it is open with its flag 
waving, you are greeted by David 
Perrier. David has been with the 
library for more than six years. He 
has a master's degree in library 
science and an interest in maps, 
charts and history. He collects 
antique books and loves to 
research information for people. 
Our librarian is there Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays. His 
major role is to provide materials 
and assistance to all who enter.
 Heather Logan, the library 
director, works 12 hours a week. 
Her role is a jack-of-all-trades, 
from working with the governing 
board regarding all library 
matters to writing grants; creating 
press and marketing materials; 
and working with other agencies, 
the Town Office, and the Maine 
State Library to maintain library 
standards and programs.
 The governing board is headed 
by President Beth Dufresne and 
Vice President Joanna Damon. 
Secretary Susie Strauss and 
Treasurer Rachel Miller keep the 
minutes and financial records in 
top-notch order. Board member 
Eric Leonard oversees facilities 
and maintenance, a big role 
considering our huge renovation.
 Our volunteers, under David's 
direction and training, keep our 
books shelved, cover books, and 
offer skills and help to all who 
enter. Nancy Hatch is our Scratch 
Paper Book Club guru. Her 
extensive knowledge of books has 
created the foundation for our 
readers. Nancy Marsteller is our 
faithful book keeper, reshelving 
books and checking for books 
that might be out of place or 
miscataloged. Marnie Gardner 
is our retired librarian, whose 
advice and tireless help keep our 
collection organized.
 Other volunteers have given 
us carpentry, landscaping, and 
cleaning and organizing as we 
renovate. Still others provide 
snacks for hungry patrons. 

Kymberlee Piela has brought us 
an independent children's reading 
group for Thursday evenings and 
occasional Saturdays. Under 
Eric Leonard's direction, we 
employ local residents for weekly 
cleaning, shoveling, plowing and 
landscape maintenance. Thanks 
to Jen, Nick, Eric, and Wetty 
Plowing for keeping us spruced 
up and tidy.
 The backbone of our 
organization is those of you 
who give generously to meet the 
financial obligations of Cundy's 
Harbor Library. Donations pay 
for the utilities and insurance for 
the building and property. They 
buy books, periodicals and office 
supplies. They cover a portion 
of the staff salaries, totaling 32 
hours. Donations pay the fees 
for our nonprofit status and 
annual Maine Department of 
Transportation sign fee. Because 
of these donations, the library 
can offer events such as ice cream 
socials and author talks. It can 
partner with fellow nonprofits to 
present the working waterfront 
conversation series and publish 
"Scuttlebutt," the new brochure 
about Harpswell's working 
waterfront.
 Here in the harbor, the library 
is ready for a new year. David 
and his team will be getting those 
books out for everyone, ordering 
books from around the state via 
interlibrary loan, assisting people 
with technology questions during 
Thursday Tech Time, staffing the 
warming center, and keeping the 
lights on for evening events upon 
request. Heather will continue 
to work with the State Library, 
assume the chair for the Small and 
Rural Library Committee with 
the Maine Library Association, 
and implement what the Cundy's 
Harbor Library board decides. 
Our board is there to respond 
to the community and their 
questions and input.
 Everyone is critical to the 
library's success. Where else can 
you get a public park, a book 
collection, and a place to gather 
on the deck or in the reading 
rooms and keep warm when an 
arctic blast hits the harbor?
 "Library Connections" is a 
monthly column that rotates 
among the three libraries that 
serve Harpswell: Cundy's Harbor, 
Orr's Island and Curtis Memorial. 
Heather Logan is the director of the 
Cundy's Harbor Library. ⚓

Library Connections: What it takes to run a small library

A volunteer, with her son and grandson, meets with a friend at Cundy's Harbor Library.

PORTLAND  
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE
131 Preble Street Portland, Maine 

207.780.0634 
portlandsalvage.com  l
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BY K ATHY HICK EY
HARPSWELL AGING AT HOME
 Each month, Harpswell 
Aging at Home's Meals in 
a Pinch program delivers 
approximately 400 meals to 
residents of Harpswell, many 
of them made in volunteers' 
homes. HAH's newest 
program, Cooking for Friends, 
enables participants to prepare 
meals in a commercial kitchen 
while making new friends.
 "When we started in 2018, 
we delivered to about 10 
residents," said Julie Moulton, 
HAH's operations and food 
team assistant. Since then, 
the number of Meals in a 
Pinch recipients has grown 
significantly.
 Twice a month, two fresh 
and two frozen meals are 
delivered to 45-50 older 
residents to help meet their 
nutritional needs. Depending 
on dietary restrictions and 
personal preferences, meals 
may include soup, an entree, 
vegetables, breads and pastries. 
In addition to older residents, 
meals are available to those 
who may need assistance on 
a temporary or emergency 
basis because of injury or 
hospitalization, among other 
reasons.
 Last fall, the Mid Coast 
Hunger Prevention Program 
opened a commercial kitchen 
in its new facility on Brunswick 
Landing. The kitchen is 
available for rent to the 
community. As a nonprofit, 
HAH qualifies for a discount. 
Rental includes use of the 
kitchen, dry storage, and a 
shelf in the facility's freezer, 
thereby eliminating the need 
to transport food and supplies 

back and forth.
 "HAH has been a longtime 
partner and has proven to 
be a successful organization 
which aligns with the 
mission of MCHPP," said Brie 
Nicolaou, community kitchen 
coordinator for the Mid Coast 
Hunger Prevention Program. 
"It's a win-win for both of us."
 Since Meals in a Pinch 
began, more than 200 
volunteer cooks and bakers 
have contributed on a periodic 
basis. Cooks prepare a dish or 
baked good of their choosing 
in their own homes. They 
provide ingredient information 
and drop their donations off 
for individual packaging and 
delivery, though pickups can 
be arranged.
 As the need for meals 
grew, so did the desire for 
socialization. Cooking for 
Friends was formed to support 
Meals in a Pinch and give 
neighbors a chance to meet 
and work together. Six to eight 
people can sign up through 
HAH and spend three hours 
cooking one of three dishes. 
The dishes change from month 
to month.
 In January, the group 
produced 38 servings of 
haddock chowder, 22 servings 
of turkey chili, and 49 

servings plus one 9-by-13 
pan of unstuffed cabbage 
casserole. Volunteers can take 
part once or on a recurring 
basis. Moulton provides the 
ingredients and recipes.
 Harpswell resident Libby 
Whittier signed up for a recent 
session after Googling HAH, 
curious about a sign she saw 
promoting Lunch with Friends.
 "I  love to cook," said Whittier. 
As she thought about her 
"fiercely independent" parents, 
who live in Connecticut, 
and her grandmother, who 
lived in Bangor, she saw an 
opportunity to get involved in 
Harpswell. "This is a case of 
people reaching out to people 
who want to remain in their 
homes," she said. "I really 
respect that."
 Cooks of all abilities are 
welcome. "We need people 
with a smile and a sense of 
humor!" Moulton said.
 For more information about 
Meals in a Pinch or Cooking 
for Friends, contact Moulton 
at juliemoulton28@gmail.com 
or 207-330-5416. For more 
information about the Mid 
Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program and its community 
kitchen, contact Brie Nicolaou 
at communitykitchen@mchpp.
org. ⚓

Corned Beef Supper

Saturday, March 25 5-7PM
at Elijah Kellogg Church

Menu: Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots,
Irish Soda Bread, and Leprechaun Pudding, with

Coffee, Juice, or Water as drinks

Price: $14 per person (Cash, check or credit card)

Location: 917 Harpswell Neck Road
Inside seating and take out available. 
Call 833-6026 for more information.

Local businesses:
Want to be part of 
a growing trend 
in local news?

The Harpswell Anchor is serving as a model for 
keeping local reporting alive and well. People are 

coming to us from all over the country, asking 
how we have been able to revive our beloved 

paper at a time when so many other local outlets 
are closing down.

One of the reasons? Our readers love our ads -- 
they call it their personal yellow pages -- and our 

local businesses are heeding the call!

Contact Jane Warren today at 
jane@harpswellanchor.org or 802-922-5863 

to find out more.

New Cooking for Friends program supplements Meals in a Pinch

Cooking for Friends volunteers pack macaroni and cheese in the commer-
cial kitchen at the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program in Brunswick. 
(SURREY HARDCASTLE PHOTO)

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
https://fishmoonyoga.com
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Snowy scenes on the Harpswell waterfront

About the 
photographer:

 Sherrie Tucker photographs 
nature and the waterfront from 
her home in New Harbor. Her 
work often appears in Midcoast 
publications, including Lincoln 
County Magazine and The 
Lincoln County News. ⚓

NEW library hours:
Tuesday & Friday: 1 - 7 pm

Saturday: 10 am - 3 pm
 

1699 Harpswell Islands Rd.
Orr’s Island, ME 04066

giveorrslibrary@gmail.com
www.orrsislandlibrary.org

Facebook: Orr’s Island Library, Maine

Orr's Island Library
Reader-

recommended
Books Arriving

Weekly!
Come visit our

used bookstore!

Workers toil on a dock in Cundy's Harbor as the High Class Hooker and the Lori Jane wait at their moorings. (SHERRIE TUCKER PHOTO)

Lobster boats rest at their moorings in Cundy's Harbor on Jan. 21. (SHERRIE TUCKER PHOTO) Snow coats a dinghy and lobster traps at Henry Allen’s Seafood on Lookout Point. (SHERRIE TUCKER PHOTO)
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 It was then that she met Diane 
Cowan, who is now president 
of The Lobster Conservancy, a 
Maine-based nonprofit. Back 
then, Cowan was a postdoctoral 
researcher conducting surveys 
of juvenile lobster populations in 
Harpswell. White worked with her 
as a volunteer.
 What White learned with 
Cowan changed her life. "A job 
could be working with intertidal 
animals. I didn't know that," she 
said.
 Today, White is responsible for 
ensuring that those inshore marine 
organisms prosper. It's a daunting 
task in challenging times.
 The marine environment in 
Maine is undergoing dramatic 
changes. The Gulf of Maine is 
warming faster than almost any 
other saltwater body on Earth. 
Warmer waters can attract new 
invasive species or cause booms 
in the populations of existing ones 
— think green crabs. Warmer 
water can also spur the growth 
of pathogens that harm shellfish 
directly, or sicken people who eat 
them, thereby forcing the closure of 
clam flats to harvesting.
 White, 39, of Bath, brings 
an impressive educational and 
professional background to the job. 
She earned her doctoral degree in 
2013 from a program run jointly 
by the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute.
 She went on to spend three years 
as a postdoctoral research scientist 
at the Bigelow Laboratory for 
Ocean Sciences in East Boothbay. 
Next came a year at Bowdoin as a 
visiting assistant professor of earth 
and oceanographic science.
 In her last job before becoming 
a state employee, she spent six 
years as director of research and 
development at Mook Sea Farm, a 
producer of oysters in Walpole.
 The Maine Department of 
Marine Resources program that 
White was hired to lead was 
created through a restructuring of 
its predecessor, the department's 
Shellfish Management Program. 
The new regime constitutes 
more than a name change. Most 
significantly, the scientific staff 
that White will oversee has been 
enlarged from three biologists to 
five.
 "That's a big deal," White 
observed.
 The increase will allow the state 
to conduct scientific research in 

ways that had not been possible 
before, research that should help 
White and her team get a better 
understanding of the forces 
threatening shellfish populations 
and devise more effective 
management techniques to protect 
those populations.
 One of White's first initiatives 
will be to launch a long-term 

research program involving 10 
"sentinel sites" along the Maine 
coast. Each site will be monitored 
once a month to measure what 
species are present and in what 
numbers. The researchers will also 
log variables such as temperature, 
salinity and pH.
 "We need a minimum of five 
years of data to start looking for 

trends over time," White said.
 "Our program is in a very 
exciting position for this type of 
work because we have consistent 
funding from year to year," she 
added, "while research programs 
that are funded through grants can 
struggle to maintain long-term 
monitoring work through multiple 
grant cycles."
 The long-term nature of the 
study should allow the researchers 
to differentiate actual trends from 
less meaningful blips in the data. 
And the number of monitoring sites 
spread out along the coast should 
help establish the geographical 
extent of any trend.
 White readily acknowledges 
that it is not in her group's power to 
reverse global forces such as ocean 
warming or acidification. But her 
group's research, as well as their 
dissemination of others' research, 
might lead to better management 
techniques, such as keeping the 
green crab population in check.
 "Green crabs are a major 
predator of soft-shell clams and 
contribute significantly to soft-shell 
clam mortality," White said.
 "We would like to develop 
better predator control techniques," 
she continued. "It's a large-scale 
problem that will require creative 
solutions."

 Aside from trapping and 
predator barriers, she does not 
know of any short-term solution to 
the threat posed by green crabs. But 
research could help point the way.
 "Different organisms have 
different vulnerabilities at different 
life stages. If you can identify the 
most vulnerable stage, you could 
devise a plan that focuses on that 
stage," she said.
 She also realizes that the 
development of better shellfish 
management techniques and 
predator controls will emerge from 
a variety of places. Those places 
include municipal bodies, such as 
the Harpswell Marine Resources 
Committee.
 "It's a highly functioning marine 
resources committee," she said. For 
example, it does its own surveying 
of clam flats and processing of the 
data. She also noted its work to raise 
juvenile quahogs for reseeding clam 
flats.
 "I do not presume to know 
more about the shellfish resource 
in Harpswell than harvesters and 
committee members, but I do look 
forward to working with them and 
sharing the results of our upcoming 
work," she said.
 White emphasized that the 
state will not impose on the towns 
whatever approaches she and her 
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team come up with based on their 
research. Whether to adopt their 
suggestions will be up to each town.
 "As we start to document climate 
change impacts on the shellfish 
resource throughout Maine, we 
may be able to develop new and 
innovative management strategies 
that towns may choose to adopt," 
she said.
 White hopes to involve 
municipal marine resources 
committees from around Maine 
in the search for more effective 
management techniques. With 
this goal in mind, the state plans to 
award grants to local committees 
to help them devise innovative 
conservation methods.
 Her staff will be available to 
advise towns on how to design 
projects and how to carry out the 
field work, but "we can't do the 
whole project for them," she said.
 The fund will have $20,000 to 
dispense annually. Grants will be for 
a maximum of $5,000. This year's 
deadline for applications is March 3. 
Awards will be announced in early 
April.

 While science is at the heart 
of White's job, her success will 
largely depend on her connections 
to Maine's coastal communities 

— their harvesters and their 
committees.
 "My first step is to build 
relationships with these towns," 

she said. "Communication and 
outreach are key."
 She intends to meet municipal 
shellfish committee members in 
person by attending meetings in 
each town, but "not all this year," she 
said.
 "I want to let them know that 
we are here to support them. That's 
really important to me," she said. 
"I want to hear directly from the 
committees and harvesters."
 A big part of that support will 
come from serving as a kind of 
clearinghouse and provider of 
the best scientific and technical 

information available from all 
possible sources, whether those 
sources are scientists, municipal 
officials or harvesters. "We're going 
to share," she declared.
  The grant program to encourage 
development of innovative 
management techniques was 
designed with the goal of sharing 
information. 
 Grant recipients will be required 
to evaluate the information they 
collect and provide the results "so 
that other municipalities can learn 
from them," White said.
 Paul Plummer, Harpswell's 
harbor master and marine resources 
administrator, welcomed White's 
enthusiasm for disseminating 
information.
 "Information sharing is key," 
he said. He noted the collaborative 
efforts of the Casco Bay Regional 
Shellfish Working Group, a forum 
created to "equip municipalities 
with the knowledge and experience 
to manage their intertidal shellfish 
resources in the changing Casco 
Bay ecosystem," according to its 
website.
 The members of the working 
group meet quarterly. "We just share 
information," Plummer said. 
 To be able to do that on a 
statewide basis would be great, he 
said.
 The problems Harpswell's 
shellfish harvesters face are severe, 
especially for those who depend on 
the town's once-abundant soft-shell 
clams.
 David Wilson, a commercial 
harvester who chairs the Harpswell 
Marine Resources Committee, 
said that he has largely given up on 
soft-shell clams. For the last four or 
five years, he has switched almost 
entirely to quahogs. Most other 
harvesters in town have reached the 
same conclusion.
 "There isn't enough soft-shell out 
there to dig," he said.
 One area in Harpswell that 
continued to contain a substantial 
population of soft-shell clams, 
Middle Bay, was hit hard by an algae 
bloom last summer. "It wiped out 
90% of the native clams. It killed 
them overnight," Wilson said.
 Whatever help White and her 
team of scientists might be able to 
provide can't come soon enough for 
Harpswell.
 "The town of Harpswell is a 
desert when it comes to soft-shell 
clams," Wilson said.
 John Gormley lives in Cundy's 
Harbor. A retired journalist, he holds 
a recreational shellfish license and 
served on the Harpswell Marine 
Resources Committee from 2011-
2016. ⚓
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will trust one another and 
be ready to hold each other 
accountable, he says.
 Changing the board culture 
will be hard work, Beattie says. 
But he describes himself as a 
pragmatic consensus builder. 
He thinks the board needs 
more people who believe in 
working together, as he does.
 Beattie also thinks his 
experience working in mental 
health services will be an 
asset if he is elected. A social 
worker, Beattie spent most 
of his career working in the 
area of behavioral health with 
children and families. He 
moved into administrative 
roles with the counseling and 
behavioral health company 
Pathways Human Services, 
eventually becoming its chief 
operating officer. He is now 
vice president of operations 
for SaVida Health, an 
addiction treatment company.
 From that work, he knows 
that addressing the needs 
of individual children and 
families has to be balanced 
against budgets and policies. 
“When it comes down to it, 
it’s how do you meet the needs 
of the individual in a way 
that you’re also making sure 
nobody else gets left out,” he 
says.
 Beattie spoke to the Anchor 
only a few days after he 
announced he would run for 
the school board as a write-
in candidate. That followed 
Margaret “Greta” Warren’s 
decision to withdraw from 
the race. Voters will need to 
write his name in, as he will 

not appear on the ballot.
 He says he had considered 
running for school board for 
years but was never sure that 
he had the time or energy for 
the campaign or the board 
itself. His decision was helped 
by a group of people who 
encouraged him to run and 
offered to help him campaign. 
Beattie says his supporters 
see him as like-minded with 
Warren.
 He acknowledges that he 
still has a lot to learn about the 
school board’s operation. He 
did not know what the board’s 
committees are, although 
he says he can see himself 
working on mental health 
issues and board bylaws.
 He is not certain what the 
board’s current priorities are. 
Beattie thinks recruiting and 
keeping a superintendent 
should be the biggest priority 
at the moment. He sees that 

process as being not just about 
finding a good leader, but also 
supporting that person with 
resources and guidance so 
they feel empowered to do the 
job.
 He also wants to make 
sure MSAD 75 is paying its 
teachers competitively so it 
doesn’t lose them to other 
districts.
 Beattie says he will 
welcome parents’ input as a 
school board member. More 
than a decade ago, he was part 
of efforts to convince MSAD 
75 not to close the West 
Harpswell School, where he 
had two daughters at the time. 
So he understands, he says, 
how emotional parents can 
feel about district decisions 
that impact their children.
 He also believes that both 
parents and board members 
need to be respectful and 
constructive when they 

interact. “We live in a 
community and we have to 
make compromises,” Beattie 
says. He wasn’t happy with 
the decision to close West 
Harpswell School, but he 
accepted it.
 All four of Beattie’s 
daughters have attended 
MSAD 75 schools. His three 
oldest graduated from Mt. 
Ararat High School, while his 
youngest attends the Baxter 
Academy for Technology 
and Science in Portland after 
graduating from Mt. Ararat 
Middle School.
 Having four children 
showed him how different 

every kid’s needs are. 
Knowing that, he wants to 
make sure district schools 
have the resources they need 
to accommodate and support 
each unique student.
 Beattie has lived in 
Harpswell for 15 years, and 
before that in Topsham. He 
grew up in Winthrop.
 Beattie likes spending time 
on the water, and kayaks year-
round. He is a cross-country 
skier and a hiker, both in 
Baxter State Park with his 
daughters and on treks in 
the Himalayas. Recently he 
has also been renovating his 
home. ⚓
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very beginning," Timberlake 
told Connolly. "You've built 
bridges and trust with just a 
wide range of people in our 
community — teachers, staff, 
parents, community members."
 "You've been under a 
constant onslaught of problems 
— ranging from resignations, 
illnesses, leave requests, threats, 
complaints, natural disasters — 
and you've dealt professionally 
with all of them," Timberlake 
added.
 Timberlake praised Connolly 

for his creative problem-solving 
and his visibility at district 
events.
 "Recently we had some 
problems with hate and bullying 
and you were very quick to act 
and come up with a plan that 
I was proud of and I heard 
some really great feedback 
about, and I think you did 
that in a transparent, open 
way, and allowed people to see 
that we were dealing with our 
problems," Timberlake said.
 Connolly started work July 
1. He has more than 40 years 
of experience in Maine schools, 
many as a superintendent and 
principal in Southern Maine. 

 Near the end of the meeting, 
Wright delivered a warning 
to the board, saying it is 
hurting students. He did not 
give specifics, but said board 
members should not "publicly 
attack one another or our 
employees" and suggested 
that the board has not allowed 
superintendents to do their 
jobs and has allowed personal 
agendas to interfere with the 
board's work.
 "We have had six 
superintendents in as many 
years and, more importantly, 
the integrity of this board 
has been compromised, and 
because the integrity has been 

compromised, we are hurting 
our students," Wright said. "We 
need to draw together. Think 
now of how difficult it's going 
to be for us to get another 
superintendent."
 Board member Brandy 
Robertson, of Bowdoin, 
expressed uncertainty about 
Wright's comments.
 "It sounds like maybe you 
have some personal knowledge 
that others of us don't have, 
so I'm not quite sure where 
you're coming from with that, 
although I hear your words 
and, obviously, (I'm) willing to 
work together," Robertson said. 
"I think that it is problematic 

when people join the board 
with a personal agenda, and I 
think that that has happened in 
the recent past."
 She said the board needs 
to agree on a vision and work 
toward that vision, as well as 
focus on its existing goals.
 "We have a lot of goals that 
we've set in this district that we 
have not, as far as I'm aware, 
been working toward, and when 
you're not working toward your 
goals, you fall apart," Robertson 
said.
 The board's next meeting 
will be at 6:30 p.m. March 9 in 
the forum at Mt. Ararat High 
School in Topsham. ⚓
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he says. "The three R's" is a 
colloquial description of the 
basic academic skills reading, 
'riting, and 'rithmetic.
 Greenleaf supports 
Mt. Ararat High School's 
Community Pathways 
program, introduced 
last year, which will give 
students opportunities to 
make connections and build 
job skills with community 
partners. 
 Greenleaf can tell that the 
students in his classrooms are 
growing up in a very different 
environment than previous 
generations. Smartphones 
give them easy access to all 
kinds of information and 
opinions. Trying to stop 
them from reading or seeing 
something is a lost cause, 
he says. Instead, he wants to 
make sure students learn to 

think critically about what 
they encounter.
 He also knows that many 
students today are dealing 
with mental health challenges. 
He wants to make sure they 
get the resources they need. 
"Kids are not going to learn if 
they're not coming to school 
because they're anxious or 
depressed," Greenleaf says.
 Another goal of 
Greenleaf 's is ensuring the 
district is inclusive for all 
students, regardless of their 
race, gender, sexuality or 
socioeconomic status. He 
recalls a recent school board 
meeting in which a mother 
described a racist incident 
her Black child experienced 
at Mt. Ararat Middle School.
 He says the school board's 
student representatives — 
Daria "Dasha" Yushkouski 
and Kristina Roscoe — said 
they have also witnessed 
intolerance and racism. 
According to Greenleaf, some 

MSAD 75 students feel like 
staff and teachers don't take 
these incidents seriously. 
That's something he would 
try to change: "They need to 
know it is a big deal."
 Greenleaf thinks the 
district needs to find stability 
in the superintendent position 
after going through six 
superintendents in five years. 
Among other things, he says, a 
longer-lasting superintendent 
would allow MSAD 75 to write 
a strategic plan outlining 
educational goals, something 
he thinks the district needs. 
Current Superintendent Steve 
Connolly has also called for 
a strategic plan, although he 
announced in February that 
he would resign at the end of 
the school year.
 To be most effective, 
Greenleaf says, that plan 
should be revisited every 
several years. And he wants 
to ensure that all stakeholders 
have a chance to contribute 

to that strategic vision, 
especially parents who may 
not have been included in 
such efforts in the past.
 When it comes to the 
district budget, Greenleaf 
values efforts to cut costs, but 
he also wants MSAD 75 to 
offer competitive salaries for 
positions from bus drivers to 
teachers, so the district can 
ensure students' needs are 
met at all levels.
 If elected, Greenleaf would 
like to start by joining the 
board's curriculum and policy 
committees. He sees those as 
the places he'd have the most 
opportunity to help students 
succeed.
 Greenleaf teaches English 
at Greely High School in 
Cumberland and he lives in 
Cundy's Harbor. He has two 
daughters currently in MSAD 
75 schools, which he says also 
motivated him to run: "I'm 
very invested in making sure 
that they have a really good-

quality education." Serving on 
the board, he says, would be 
one way he can contribute to 
their education, as well as the 
education of other Harpswell 
students.
 He sees the school board 
as a new way for him to get 
involved in his community. 
Previously, he has served 
as chair of the Harpswell 
Community School Parent-
Teacher Organization and 
as chair of the Harpswell 
Democrats, and he works as a 
trail steward for the Harpswell 
Heritage Land Trust.
 He thinks his sense of 
humor, his preference for 
building consensus, and his 
"Yankee work ethic" will all 
make him an effective school 
board member.
 Greenleaf likes to write, 
hunt ducks with his dog, play 
basketball with his daughters, 
walk on the Cundy's Harbor 
and Bethel Point roads, and go 
out to dinner with his wife. ⚓

year, far above the inflation 
rate over the same decade. 
"That leads to a big property 
tax squeeze on senior citizens," 
Lusk says. Lusk answered the 
Anchor's questions by email.
 Town and state records show 
Harpswell's property tax rate 
grew from $5.80 per $1,000 of 
value in 2011 to $6.76 in 2021, 
before falling to $5.90 in 2022, 
after townwide adjustments in 
property values. Lusk says the 

number of Harpswell students 
in MSAD 75 schools fell by 
almost one-third between 2011 
and 2021, even as spending 
increased.
 At the same time, Lusk says, 
the district's scores in national 
assessments have fallen, 
especially in math and science 
proficiency. And he says he 
hears from the district on a 
weekly basis about a mental 
health crisis in Maine schools. 
"Is the product of all that 
funding to get lots of unhappy 
kids with declining scores?" 
Lusk asks.

 For Lusk, a key question is 
how to meet students' academic 
and mental health needs 
with adequate staffing while 
making sure spending is both 
sustainable and productive.
 Lusk thinks the district's 
payroll may be one place to 
look for solutions. He says he 
will continue the calls he made 
in his first term for a district-
wide personnel review. Lusk 
wonders if MSAD 75 employs 
too many non-teaching 
employees, and if some jobs 
could be outsourced.
 He also wants the district 
to make sure that students are 
spending their time on useful 
subjects. He says, "Discussing 
the social and political issues 
of the day have a place within 
an educational structure 
but there's such a thing as 
diminishing marginal returns 
on pretty much any non-
academic issue."
 He believes there is a culture 
war happening in schools, 
saying that in his first term there 
were several occasions when 
parents were not appropriately 
notified before their children 
were given certain material. He 
thinks an effective school board 
must communicate clearly with 
the superintendent about how 
to execute district policies. 
The district had three different 
superintendents during Lusk's 
first term, and he says such 

instances occurred under all 
three.
 Lusk also continues 
to question the district's 
decision to close schools to 
in-person learning during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He does 
not believe that the risks to 
health outweighed the costs to 
students in terms of learning 
and mental health. He says he 
repeatedly brought motions 
before the board to reopen 
schools as soon as possible.
 If MSAD 75 parents got 
more involved with advocating 
for school policies, he says, 
they could help the district 
deliver a better education for 
students.
 From his own childhood 
in a rural community, Lusk 
remembers when public school 
provided not only a place for 
him to learn and dream about 
his future, but also a place he 
relied on for clean drinking 
water and a shower. He says 
he never forgets that there are 
MSAD 75 students who need 
their schools as much as he 
once needed his.
 Lusk currently serves on 
the school board's contract 
negotiations, budget, and 
policy committees. He would 
like to continue on those 
committees in a second term. 
He highlights the importance 
of the policy committee. Its 
work is sometimes overlooked, 

he says, but it sets the rules for 
how the school district is and 
isn't supposed to function, and 
ensures that district policies 
align with state and federal 
policies.
 He says his experience as 
a financial advisor helps him 
grapple with the district's 
budget. And it has given him 
experience telling people 
things they might not want to 
hear. "I'm perfectly comfortable 
telling someone if their money 
is not being spent effectively," 
says Lusk, who says he's not 
afraid of unpopular opinions.
 Lusk grew up in rural 
Colorado and suburban 
Connecticut, and moved 
to Maine in 2001. He has 
worked as a financial advisor 
since 1997, currently for 
Dow Wealth Management in 
Falmouth. He has not put kids 
through MSAD 75, but says 
his wife graduated from Mt. 
Ararat and served as a student 
representative to the school 
board during her time there.
 He volunteers with the 
Maine Federal Credit Union 
and Harpswell Neck Fire and 
Rescue, is a member of the 
Portland Rotary Club, and 
serves on the board of the 
Orr's-Bailey Yacht Club. Lusk 
says he likes sailing, swimming, 
skiing, golf, watching high 
tide at the Giant's Stairs, and 
history. ⚓
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Johnson said.
 According to school and town 
officials, HCA needs an amount 
"not to exceed" $800,000 to 
settle its obligations. The school 
has not determined an exact 
figure, but agreed to $800,000 
as a cap.
 Eiane said that because of the 
school's obligations, "there was 
not much negotiation possible."
 The Select Board makes 
recommendations to the voters 
on most questions at town 
meeting, but opted to send 
the school question to voters 
without a recommendation.
 After the meeting, all three 
members of the board said 
that as individuals, they do not 
support the purchase.
 Town officials have said it 
would cost millions of dollars to 
renovate the building for reuse. 
Committees have discussed 
the building's potential for 
affordable housing, a community 
center, or office space.
 Cynthia Shelmerdine, chair 
of the HCA Board of Directors, 
said in an email that the board 
"has a fiscal responsibility to 
make sure the school can take 
care of its community and meet 
all its financial obligations, 
including the extra costs 
associated with the closing of 
the school."

 "The figure of $800,000 is 
well below the assessed value of 
the property," Shelmerdine said. 
"We are very grateful to the town 
of Harpswell for their generosity 
and long-term support of 
HCA. We feel we have a special 
relationship with the town, and 
would love to have it regain 
control of the property, while 
at the same time fulfilling our 
fiscal responsibilities."
 If voters approve the 
purchase, the town is proposing 
to take $400,000 from surplus 
and borrow the other $400,000 
with a 10-year bond. The town 
would also ask voters for $30,000 
to cover maintenance costs.
 Johnson, a retired home 
builder, said that he toured the 
building with a town committee. 
"The bones are good," he said. 
But he called $800,000 a "crazy 

amount of money" for the 
property.
 The property at 9 Ash Point 
Road encompasses 7.73 acres, 
according to town records. The 
building dates to 1964 and, with 
a 1989 addition, totals almost 
17,000 square feet.
 The property has a town-
assessed value of $1,022,200 
— $928,200 for the building 
and other improvements, plus 
$94,000 for the land.
 But members of the town's 
Affordable Housing Working 
Group have expressed concern 
that, if the town does not buy 
the building, it could remain 
vacant and become an eyesore 
and a safety hazard.
 Harpswell Coastal Academy, 
a public charter school for 
grades five through 12, will close 
at the end of the school year 

after the Maine Charter School 
Commission declined to renew 
its charter in October 2022. 
The commission cited concerns 
about the school's academic 
and financial performance in its 
decision.
 In November 2022, HCA 
offered to sell the campus to 
the town and the sides entered 
negotiations. The town has a 
right of first refusal, a condition 
of the 2015 sale to HCA. HCA 
still owes the town $30,000 of 
the $150,000 purchase price.
 Before HCA, the building 
was home to West Harpswell 
School, a K-5 public elementary 
school that closed in 2011.
 After Thursday's meeting, 
members of the Select Board 
expressed disappointment that 
the school will close, alongside 
reservations about the asking 

price.
 Johnson said a member of 
the town's Affordable Housing 
Working Group estimated that 
it would cost $300 to $400 per 
square foot to renovate the 
building. At 17,000 square feet, 
the price tag would range from 
$5.1 million to $6.8 million, 
more than the cost to build new. 
An $800,000 price tag pushes a 
project further out of reach.
 Select Board member Jane 
Covey said, "I don't think 
the town is in the business of 
owning real estate that it does 
not know what to do with."
 Johnson said he knows many 
students who benefited from 
HCA's unique approach to 
education.
 Select Board member Dave 
Chipman called the shutdown 
of the school "a real shame." ⚓

HCA
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BY DONALD MISKILL
STEWARD, MITCHELL FIELD
 At the March 11 town 
meeting, Harpswell voters will 
be asked to approve a change to 
the boundaries of the Mitchell 
Field Marine Business District 
and a corresponding change to 
the shoreland zoning map.
 The Mitchell Field Marine 
Business District, as laid 
out in the original Mitchell 
Field Master Plan from 2007, 
comprises 9.5 acres. It was 
initially proposed to be two 
separate, abutting zones. 
Subsequently, the two zones 
were combined to give the 
town more flexibility when 
negotiating with a business.
 This combined zone wraps 
around but does not include the 
administration building, nor 
the waterfront area in front of 
the building. As can be seen on 

the diagram (hatched area) this 
limits the town's ability to do 
anything at the waterfront that 
might require access to more 
land in the lower meadow. The 
Marine Business District also 
includes joint-use access to the 
causeway.
 The diagram highlights a 
change, recommended by the 
Mitchell Field Committee, that 
will give the town more flexibility 
to make improvements at the 
waterfront while retaining the 
original acreage of the Marine 
Business District. The redrawn 
boundary, shown in red, retains 
9.5 acres for the Marine Business 
District; does not interfere with 
Running Tide Technologies' 
ability to lease more land, as has 
been negotiated; and provides 
more usable land for a potential 
business, as some of the original 
district behind the admin 

building would not have been 
usable.
 The town is voting on 
changes to the shoreland zoning 
map. All the land in the Mitchell 

Field Marine Business District is 
one zone. This makes it easy for 
a business to comply with just 
one set of criteria throughout 
the zone.

 All the land removed from 
the Marine Business District 
within 250 feet of the highest 
annual tide line will revert to 
the Shoreland Residential Zone. 
All land beyond 250 feet will be 
in the Interior Zone.
 Finally, all changes to 
shoreland zoning maps must 
be approved by the Maine 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. The town has 
presented these changes to DEP 
staff for review and received 
department approval to proceed 
with a town vote. The plan has 
also been approved by the 
Harpswell Planning Board. 
Once approved at town meeting, 
the DEP will give final approval 
to the changes.
 Questions about this 
proposal may be submitted 
via email: harpswell@town.
harpswell.me.us. ⚓

Redrawing the boundary of the Mitchell Field Marine Business District

The red line shows the new boundary of the Mitchell Field Marine Busi-
ness District. The hatched area will be removed from the district.
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Peter T. Blue
 Sept. 7, 1935 – Jan. 21, 2023
 Peter Blue, 87, of Harpswell, 
died after a short illness on 
Jan. 21. He was a professional 
pianist, arranger, accompanist, 
conductor and music director in 
the various genres of jazz, pop, 
country and classical music.
 Pete was born and grew up in 
Los Angeles, California, where 
he attended Beverly Hills High 
School, studying piano and other 
instruments. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts from Princeton 
University, where he was student 
conductor of the Concert Band 
and a member of the Triangle 
Club. He also studied law at 
Columbia University and at 
Stanford University.
 Living in Seattle in the 1960s, 
he performed as a pianist, 
conductor and arranger. The 
Seattle Times music critic 
dubbed him "one of the best 
jazz pianists in the Pacific 
Northwest." He then spent a 
year performing in Las Vegas 
and Reno-Tahoe before moving 
to Nashville in the early 1970s. 
In Nashville, Pete worked as a 
session musician, backing many 
country luminaries, and he 

served as musical conductor at 
Opryland USA.
 Pete then moved to New 
York City in 1977, where he 
appeared on Broadway as pianist 
and conductor in "The Best 
Little Whorehouse in Texas" for 
four years. He also worked as a 
pianist and musical conductor 
in live performances, television, 
recordings and theater, notably 
with the Princeton Jazz Quintet 
and as co-creator with Gerard 
Alessandrini of "Forbidden 
Broadway," the long-running 
musical parody revue. He 
and Alessandrini worked as a 
writing team in Lehman Engel's 
musical theater workshop and 
collaborated over the years in 
various productions and road 
shows of "Forbidden," such as 
"Forbidden Las Vegas." He was 
also co-writer with Alessandrini 
of "Masterpiece Tonight," 
celebrating the 20th anniversary 
of Mobil Masterpiece Theatre, 
presented in Los Angeles, 
at the State Department in 
Washington, and as part of a PBS 
special.
 Moving to Harpswell in 
2010, Pete continued his 
musical pursuits, performing 
with various artists around the 
Midcoast area. He was half of the 
duo Sue and Blue, performing for 
12 years with well-known jazz 
singer Sue Sheriff, of Portland. 
He also performed often with the 
Jazz Masters in Cape Elizabeth 
and around the Midcoast.
 Pete is survived by Marcia 
Blue, his wife of 57 years, and by 
three nephews and other family 
members in the Western U.S.

Hamilton P. Starr
 Hamilton P. Starr, 78, died Jan. 
17 in his home on the hill on Bailey 
Island with his children by his side. 
He was born in 1945 to parents, 
Hezekiah and Dorothy Starr. He 
grew up in Spencer, Massachusetts, 
and spent summers and vacations 
on Bailey Island, where he eventually 
met his wife, Gail.
 He graduated from David Prouty 
High School in Spencer and entered 
the Army. He was stationed in 
Germany for some of his service. 
He then spent 34 years working for 
Flexcon, where he was well respected 
by his co-workers and management 
for his hard work and kind nature. He 
was a proud member of the Spencer 
American Legion and also served as 
president of Pine Grove cemetery.
 His wife, Gail, predeceased him 
in 2012. He leaves his daughter, 
Jessica Lindsey, of North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts; his son, Joshua Starr, 
and his wife, Krista, of Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts; and his grandchildren, 
Caleb, Harper, Samuel and Abigail. 
He also leaves a sister, Susan Hayes, of 
Fairport, New York.
 Hamie couldn’t wait to retire and 
move full time to Bailey Island, where 
he and his wife built a beautiful house 
on the hill overlooking the ocean. He 
spent retired life restoring and driving 
his MG, having coffee at BIGS and the 
Salt Cod with his friends, going for 
boat rides, and keeping busy around 
his house and camps on Mackerel 
Cove.
 He was quiet but witty and he 
loved his routines. He was the kindest 
man you’ve ever met and always 
gracious with his time, helping family 
and friends. His grandchildren 
referred to him as the “mayor” of 
Bailey Island because he seemed to 
know everybody and would wave to 
everyone as he drove by.
 A celebration of life will be held on 
Bailey Island at his beautiful property 
on June 17 at 11 a.m., when the 
weather turns warmer and friends 
return to the island. In lieu of flowers, 
remember Hamie by donating to a 
cause meaningful to you or showing 
kindness or offering help to family, a 
friend, or a stranger.

Violet Ann (Wood) Tetreault
 July 31, 1940 – Jan. 28, 2023
 Harpswell – Violet Ann 
Tetreault, 82, peacefully passed 
away Saturday, Jan. 28, at her 
home in the company of her loving 
family.
 Violet was born in Portland to 
Harry and Mary Wood on July 31, 
1940. She started The Vegetable 
Corner in Harpswell with her 
husband, Raymond; worked as 
a licensed practical nurse; was a 
caretaker for children and older 
adults; and worked as a switchboard 
operator at a local telephone 
company. Her greatest achievement 
was the raising of her children.
 Violet loved God and was a 
parishioner at All Saints Parish. 
When she could no longer 
attend Mass, she participated in 
Mass online and received Holy 
Communion weekly from Sue 
Sabrowski. During COVID-19 in 
2020, she reached out to her son’s 
mother-in-law, Karen, who lived 
alone on an island off the coast of 
Maine, and called her every day to 
pray for their shared families for 
over a year. This is one of many 
examples of Violet’s compassionate 
love for others. She prayed her 
rosary daily for her family, friends, 
and all those in need.
 She leaves her beloved husband 
of 60 years, Raymond L. Tetreault; 
her seven children, Catherine 
(David), Theresa Ann, Raymond 
(Anne), Laura (David), Peter (Cara), 
Mary (Christopher), and Hannah 
(Edward James); 12 grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild; her brother, 
Festus Wood; her cousin, Helen 
Palmieri; and her sisters-in-law, 
Cathy Tetreault and Louise Mendes.
 A Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated on Thursday, Feb. 
2 at 11 a.m. at St. John the Baptist 
Church, 39 Pleasant St., Brunswick. 
Burial will be in the spring. There 
are no visiting hours.
 Arrangements are by Stetson’s 
Funeral Home, 12 Federal 
St., Brunswick. Condolences, 
memories and photos may 
be shared with the family at 
stetsonsfuneralhome.com. 

Raymond Ludger 
Tetreault
 May 6, 1937 – Feb. 3, 2023
 Harpswell – Raymond Ludger 
Tetreault, 85, peacefully passed 
away Friday, Feb. 3, at his home in 
the company of his loving family.
 Raymond was born in 
Brunswick to Arthur and Anna 
Tetreault on May 6, 1937. 
Raymond graduated from 
Brunswick High School in 1955, 
attended the National School of 
Meat Cutting in Toledo, Ohio, 
then entered into the family 
business with his father and 
brother, Paul, at Tetreault’s Market 
in Brunswick.
 He later worked two jobs at 
Bowdoin College and Shaw’s 
Supermarket before he and 
Violet, his wife of 60 years, started 
their own family business, The 
Vegetable Corner, in Harpswell. 
Raymond and Violet enjoyed 
a brief yet joyful retirement 
beginning in September 2022.
 Raymond loved God and was 
a parishioner at All Saints Parish. 
He read the Bible and prayed daily 
for all his family, friends, and all 
those in need. Raymond loved his 
wife and together they prayed the 
rosary. Raymond joins his wife in 
heaven just six short days after she 
left this world. He loved her and 
all that they had shared together.
 He leaves his seven children, 
Catherine (David), Theresa Ann, 
Raymond (Anne), Laura (David), 
Peter (Cara), Mary (Christopher), 
and Hannah (Edward James); 
12 grandchildren; one great-
grandchild; his sister, Louise 
Mendes; and his sister-in-law, 
Cathy Tetreault.
 A Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated Thursday, Feb. 23, 
at 10 a.m. at St. John the Baptist 
Church, with a reception to follow 
at St. Charles Borromeo Church.  
There will be no visiting hours, 
and burial will be in the spring.
 Arrangements are by Stetson’s 
Funeral Home. Condolences, 
memories and photos may 
be shared with the family at 
stetsonsfuneralhome.com.

O B I T U A R I E S

NatDIgsDIrt.com

STATE CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER

GRAVEL ROADS & GRADING
EROSION CONTROL
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Business Directory

44 Cushing St., Brunswick 
(207) 725-2726 

info@BipPrint.com 
 

PPrroouuddllyy  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  
aarreeaa  ssiinnccee  11997744  

Kyle Rosenberg-Owner
Maine Licensed-ISA Certified 

and Fully Insured Arborist

25 Year Professional

Structural Pruning of Trees and Shrubs 
Shoreland Consultation 

Invasive Insect and Disease Treatment
207-651-2861   www.ForestToShore.com

J & J Painting
• Veteran owned
• Always 10% off for 

Veterans & Seniors
• Free estimates
• Fully insured

(207) 504-4602 / jhjpainting@gmail.com

Preston Hughes
AMSA Certified Moving ConsultantAMSA Certified Moving Consultant

Local - Long Distance - International Local - Long Distance - International 
56 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 156 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 1

Brunswick, ME 04011Brunswick, ME 04011
Direct: (207) 591-1019Direct: (207) 591-1019

Fax: (207) 856-2786Fax: (207) 856-2786
Cell: (207) 317-1992Cell: (207) 317-1992

phughes@movebisson.comphughes@movebisson.com
www.movebisson.comwww.movebisson.com

Preston Hughes
AMSA Certified Moving ConsultantAMSA Certified Moving Consultant

Local - Long Distance - International Local - Long Distance - International 
56 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 156 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 1

Brunswick, ME 04011Brunswick, ME 04011
Direct: (207) 591-1019Direct: (207) 591-1019

Fax: (207) 856-2786Fax: (207) 856-2786
Cell: (207) 317-1992Cell: (207) 317-1992

phughes@movebisson.comphughes@movebisson.com
www.movebisson.comwww.movebisson.com

HANDY MAN MAC
38 Years Experience in the Carpentry Trades

All Jobs Important - No Job Too Small

Full Remodels
Roof - Decks - Patios - Small Additions - and More

For an Estimate Call Mac: (207) 212-7982

CROWLEYENERGY.COM
207-721-1192

51 Greenwood Rd, Brunswick

PROPANE, HEATING OIL,  
K1 & DIESEL

iriseatsmaine.com
Great Island Boat Yard

419 Harpswell Islands Road
elyse@iriseatsmaine.com

(207) 751-5470

Thursday - Saturday: 9-3, Sunday: 9-2

Do you want your business 
to appear on this page in 

future issues?

It’s easy: just $40 and a 
business card!

Contact Jane Warren
jane@harpswellanchor.org 

(802) 922-5863

PA U L U S  F I N E  F U R N I T U R EHarpswell Perennial 
Garden Bed Maintenance

By - George! 207-721-0626

Seeking beautiful gardens to tend. 
Must have compost/dump site on property.

Also pruning of small trees and shrubs for $35/hr.



HARPSWELL ANCHOR · March 2023 [ 31 ]

We encourage our readers to shop and hire local! And 
tell these businesses where you learned about them!

(207)-841-2477
flanaganbart@gmail.com

BART FLANAGAN
TREE SERVICE, LLC

licensed arborist • fully insured
tree removal • lot clearing

snow plowing serving Brunswick, 
Topsham, & Bowdoinham

 NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!hatchonmaine@gmail.com                                                                                                                                               Mon-Sat 10-5 | Sun 11-4

96 Maine Street 66 Maine Street

Unique Finds & FurnishingsGifts | Baby  | Jewelry
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96 Maine Street 66 Maine Street

Unique Finds & FurnishingsGifts | Baby  | Jewelry

Business Directory

Time to pay your 2023 dues 
New Members Welcome

For more information: 
harpswellmaine.org | 207-833-2399 

info@harpswellmaine.org
PO Box 125, Harpswell, ME 04079

SHOP 
LOCAL!
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Engel & Völkers Casco Bay | Harpswell. Brunswick. Portland. | 207-833-0500 | www.cascobay.evrealestate.com

0 Henry Creek Way, Harpswell
$109,000
MLS#: 1547256  Listed by: Bruce Davis
Private Harpswell setting on the edges of Henry Creek 
salt marsh and near Harpswell’s Cliff Trail; a rugged trail 
that includes a shore walk along tidal Strawberry Creek 
and spectacular views from 150-foot cliffs overlooking 
Long Reach. This lot is just over 2 acres and is only 
minutes from Brunswick Landing and Maine St. and a 
short commute to Bath and Portland.

5 Oak Ledge Road, Harpswell
$399,000
MLS#: 1551408 Listed By: Gabriel Coulon
A very well maintained 3 bed 1.5 bath sun-drenched 
home in Harpswell on 1 Acre. A must see with lots of 
updates and improvements: new leach field, granite 
tiled kitchen countertops, new washer/dryer and an air 
radon mitigation system just to name a few. All this is 10 
minutes to Cooks Corner, with Harpswell low taxes and 
an excellent school district, don’t miss it!

47 Forest Glen Lane, Topsham
$730,000
MLS#: 1551567 Listed By: Dustin Slocum
Beautiful new construction in Topsham’s newest 
neighborhood, Mallett woods. This home sits on a 
slightly raised corner lot, with a private back yard. This 
modern open layout has 2200 ft² of first floor living 
space. Primary suite has an exquisite private bath that 
includes double vanities, heated tile flooring, walk-in 
shower. Follow through the bathroom to a large walk-
in closet with custom built shelves. The 2nd and 3rd 
bedrooms are on the opposite side of the home each 
are spacious, bright with large closets. The kitchen and 
living room are a wonderful open floor plan that is warm 
and inviting. Kitchen has professional grade stainless 
steel appliances, granite countertops, upgraded 
double stack cabinets, large pantry with custom 
wood shelving. The home is landscaped with a lovely 
walkway to the front porch, new shrubs planted around 
the home for aesthetics and privacy and a paved 
driveway. This home is ready and waiting for you.

143 Indian Pond Road, East Moxie Twp
 $263,639
MLS#: 1551876  Listed By: Chelsea Kershner
Four season camp on a private 1 acre lot surrounded 
by woods with owned water access to Moxie Lake. 
Looking for a personal camp or an investment 
opportunity? This turn key property has it all and is 
being sold fully furnished. Built on a slab foundation 
with beautiful pine interior, this camp exceeds 
most. Featuring vaulted ceilings in the kitchen and 
dining room, private well and septic, an on demand 
water heater and multiple heat sources, heading 
up North to camp becomes effortless. Minutes to 
Moxie Lake, 10 minutes to The Forks and 30 mins to 
Greenville. Whitewater rafting, hiking, boating, fishing, 
snowshoeing, ATVing, snowmobiling and so much 
more are right at your doorstep.

The newest listings are at Engel & Völkers Casco Bay


