
BY SAM LEMONICK
 The Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire 
Department needs more emergency 
responders. Several members have recently 
resigned or retired from the service, and 
new recruits are scarce. "We're holding 
on by the skin of our teeth," says Fire and 
Rescue Chief Benjamin Wallace Jr.
 The department counts 17 volunteers, 
about 14 of whom actively respond to 
calls, according to Wallace. He says the 
shortage is growing particularly acute 
when it comes to medical emergencies. 
Only two active volunteers are emergency 
medical technicians. If both are busy when 
a call comes in, callers in the department's 
service area have to wait for a paramedic to 
respond from the Mountain Road station, 
or for another department.
 These issues are not unique to the 
Cundy's Harbor department, which 
covers all of Great Island north of Stevens 
Corner Road. The National Volunteer 
Fire Council reports that the number of 
volunteer firefighters in the U.S. reached 

a low point in 2017 and has stayed flat in 
most departments since. The number of 
emergency calls, meanwhile, has tripled 
over the last 30 years. Harpswell's other two 
independent departments — on Harpswell 
Neck and on Orr's and Bailey islands — 
have struggled with staffing to varying 

degrees.
 Current and former Cundy's Harbor 
volunteers give varying reasons for the 
department's difficulties. Age is one of 
them. Some of the active responders 
shouldn't be rushing into burning 

BY R EBECCA NOR DEN-BR IGHT
 Verizon says it will not install equipment 
on the new cell tower at Mitchell Field, in a 
blow to Harpswell customers eager to see their 
reception improve. Nearly six months after 
AT&T activated its equipment at the site, it 
remains the only carrier there, with no timeline 
to add more.
 AT&T customers in Harpswell say their 
service has improved with the new site, while 
customers of other carriers remain frustrated by 
dropped calls and poor connections.
 In a June 28 email response to an inquiry 
from the Anchor, a Verizon spokesperson 
said the carrier does not see a need to join the 
Harpswell tower.
 "Our network engineers have confirmed 
our network is running as designed in the 
Harpswell area to handle the needs of our 
customers," Communications Manager Chris 
Serico said in the email. "With that in mind, 
we do not currently require an extra site at this 
time."
 Verizon is the largest wireless phone 
company in the country. Its more than 140 
million customers include many Harpswell 
residents.
 Verizon customer Dorothy David is building 
a home less than a mile from Mitchell Field 
and plans to move to Harpswell permanently 
in September. On her property, she can make 
calls and send texts, but has difficulty sending 
photos, connecting to the internet and using 
GPS.
 "We have thought about switching to AT&T. 
I'd hate to do it just because it's a pain, and I 
really like Verizon," David said. "My brother-in-
law has AT&T and I've noticed that when we've 
traveled with him, we would have service on 
our Verizon and he would not have service on 
AT&T."
 "I'm an over-25-year customer with Verizon. 
I'd rather not switch," David added.
 David was disappointed to learn of Verizon's 
decision about the Harpswell tower.
 "If necessary, we would be willing to switch 
carriers to get cell service," David said.
 Brenda Barter, a longtime Verizon customer 
who lives on Harpswell Neck, switched to 
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Sea dog days of summer Seals rest on a ledge in Middle Bay on July 15. See more photos from the Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust’s “This Week in Harpswell” project on Page 27. (STEVE MOORE PHOTO)

See CHVFD on Page 13

Verizon won’t 
join new tower

CHVFD 'holding on' amid volunteer shortage

Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire Department Assistant Chief Aaron Despres (left) and Jonathan 
Burbank examine a leak from one of the station's trucks. (SAM LEMONICK PHOTO)
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www.harpswellrealtygroup.com | ron@harpswellrealty.com | (207) 729-2134 |1845 Harpswell Islands Rd. Orr’s Island, ME. 
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

“Harpswell Realty Group did an outstanding job in selling our home. $200,000 
above asking price! Ron's marketing and promotional expertise by far is the 
best here in the Mid-coast Maine area and directly impacted the final sales 
price. Ron Hutchins and his team are head and shoulders above their 
competition here. They were all very prepared, communicated well and was 
knowledgeable in all areas of the transaction. The most important feature in 
Ron's sales program was that he had a plan in place to execute. The result 
speaks for itself.” -L.J. Harris
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Owner/Broker

Erin Smith
Director of 
Operations

Mark Lomas
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Sales Agent

Timothy 
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Harpswell Lobster Boat Races draw a crowd at new location
BY R EBECCA 
NOR DEN-BR IGHT
 Spectators crowded onto the 
waterfront at Mitchell Field 
and boats in Middle Bay on 
July 24 to watch the Harpswell 
Lobster Boat Races. 
 The races moved to Middle 
Bay this year from Potts Harbor. 
According to Ashley Lenz, a 
member of the committee that 
organizes the races, the new 
location allows more people to 
watch from land, with a better 
view.
 “Before when you were 
watching on land, you couldn’t 
see anything,” Lenz said. “And 
we’re going to improve it year 
after year, but you can already 
see all of the races right here, 
so I love it. We’ve got more 
people, so I think it was a good 
move.”
 Racers pay a $20 registration 
fee. Proceeds benefit the 
Harpswell Santa Fund, which 
helps local families in need. 
The committee is looking 
for more volunteers. For 
more information, message 

Harpswell Lobster Boat Races 
on Facebook.
 There were 25 races this 
year, with numerous heats for 
boats of various sizes and types 
— gas and diesel boats with 
horsepower classes ranging 
from 235 and below to 901 
and up, wooden boats, even 
skiffs. The races culminate 
in the Gasoline Free-for-All, 
Diesel Free-for-All and Fastest 
Lobster Boat.
 Mark Davis and Downeast 
Nightmare took first in the 
Gasoline Free-for-All, followed 
by Jim Koeling and Brown 
Eyed Girl. Andrew Taylor and 
Blue Eyed Girl won the Diesel 
Free-for-All, with Jeff Eaton 
and La Bella Vita in second 
place, followed by Heather 
Thompson and Gold Digger in 
third.
 After the free-for-alls came 
a change of pace, with Steve 
Johnson and Harry & Larry 
capturing the title of Slowest 
Boat in the second-to-last race.
 The speediest gas and diesel 
vessels then returned to the 

start line for the final race, to 
identify 2022’s Fastest Lobster 
Boat. Taylor and Blue Eyed Girl 

came out on top, clocked at 43.2 
mph, while second-place Davis 
and Downeast Nightmare hit 

41.9 mph. Eaton finished third.
 For more results, see 
harpswellanchor.org. ⚓

Wave-churning action on Middle Bay during the Harpswell Lobster Boat Races on July 24. (PAM BERRY PHOTO)



HARPSWELL ANCHOR · August 2022 [ 3 ]

Eager to help neighbors
 When Harpswell Aging at Home 
was created seven years ago, one of 
the biggest concerns expressed by 
survey respondents was the ability to 
get routine repair and maintenance 
done on their homes. In response, one 
of HAH's foundational offerings was 
the Home Repairs Team, a collection 
of about two dozen people (of which 
I am one) committed to helping 
Harpswell's neighbors stay in their 
homes for as long as possible.
 A complete list of projects the 
team has worked on would be too 
long for this letter, but the list would 
include building ramps, installing 
handrails and grab bars, improving 
insulation, and weatherproofing 
windows and doors. These safety-first 
improvements have the added benefit 
of reducing water use and lowering 
heating costs. Our motto is "safer, 
warmer, dryer."
 The process is simple and 
confidential from the start: Any 
homeowner over the age of 55 
can request help (certain income 
requirements apply). A couple 
of team members will make an 
appointment to come to the house 
to talk with the homeowner about 
what is needed. It often happens that 
in addition to the intended repairs, 
the visit turns up some additional 
projects. It's important to note that 

the homeowner has final say on all 
repairs.
 HAH receives grants that cover 
the cost of materials, and, of course, 
the labor is volunteer, so there is no 
cost to the homeowner. The crew is 
ready and eager to help our neighbors 
because, well, just because that's what 
neighbors do. And we have a lot of fun 
in the process.
 For more information and an 
application, contact Gina Caldwell at 
the Town Office: 207-833-5771 ext. 
108.
 - Tim McCreight, Great Island

Honoring Shirley Thompson
 I would like to thank the 
Merriconeag Grange No. 425, the 
American Legion Post 171, Simply 
Suzie’s Catering, Pammy’s Ice Cream 
Parlor and four childhood friends 
for all their help with food and all 
the preparations. Thank you to the 
community for all the donations of 
food and entertainment.
 A special thanks to Sarah Moulton 
for conducting the service at Hillcrest 
Cemetery. Thanks to all who came to 
honor my mother, Shirley Thompson, 
and to anyone I might have missed in 
my thank-yous.
 - Janis Morrell, Harpswell

Removal of campaign signs
 It’s always exciting to see the 

flourish of campaign signs come 
out prior to an election. They are 
indicative of activism, involvement, 
and interest in our democracy and 
our community. 
 I would like to commend 
candidates Bubba Davis, Cheryl 
Golek, Jonathan Sahrbeck and 
Jackie Sartoris for having their signs 
taken down within a few days after 
the election so that we were able to 
return to enjoying the natural beauty 
of Harpswell without the visual 

distraction of no-longer-relevant 
campaign materials.
 It’s a shame that two other 
candidates did not abide by their 
own, personally established deadlines 
for sign removal, as those listed 
did. It’s not only disrespectful but it 
shifts the responsibility to the Maine 
Department of Transportation and 
the town, with us, the taxpayers, 
bearing the unnecessary expense of 
picking up after them.
 - LeAnne Grillo, Harpswell
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Publisher’s note
 Readers may notice a change in 
the newsprint — paper — for this 
edition. Back in June 2020, the new 
Anchor published its first edition on 
35-pound newsprint. To improve 
the reading experience, the Anchor 
upgraded to 45- and then 50-pound 
newsprint — brighter and heavier 
products. Because of supply chain 
issues affecting the availability of 
50-pound newsprint, the Anchor is 
back to 35-pound newsprint for this 

edition and likely at least one more. 
The Anchor will return to higher-
quality newsprint when available.
 In other printing news, many 
copies of the Anchor’s recent editions 
have had issues with the clarity and 
color of some advertisements and 
photos. These issues are occurring 
in the printing process and the 
Anchor is working with its printer 
to resolve them.
 In addition, the Anchor is 
offering free design services to 

existing and new advertisers, and 
developing design guidelines for 
advertisers, to make advertisements 
resistant to distortion in the printing 
process. Advertisers are encouraged 
to contact Director of Development 
and Operations Janice Thompson 
at 207-504-4428 or janice@
harpswellanchor.org with questions.
 The Harpswell News Board 
of Directors and the staff of the 
Harpswell Anchor appreciate 
the community’s support as they 

navigate these challenges. Our 
commitment remains to produce 
the best possible newspaper every 
month and a better one the following 
month. As our mission states, we 
are here to build community and 
enhance lives in our community by 
providing trustworthy news about 
Harpswell.
 Thank you for your support.

Harpswell News
Publisher, Harpswell Anchor
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July 30
 Elijah Kellogg Church, 917 
Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell, 
hosts its annual chicken barbecue 
from 5-7 p.m. Each meal comes 
with barbecue chicken, salads, baked 
beans, chips, lemonade, water and 
a cupcake. Takeout and outdoor 
seating available. Questions? Call 
833-6026.

 The Harpswell Community 
Garden at George J. Mitchell 
Field, 1410 Harpswell Neck Road, 
Harpswell, celebrates its 10th 
anniversary from 1-4 p.m. Bring 
a chair and enjoy live music, a free 
raffle, garden tours, kids' activities 
and refreshments. Free. No pets, 
please. Rain date July 31.

Aug. 3-5
 The Orr's Island Library, 1699 
Harpswell Islands Road, Orr's Island, 
will host its annual fair from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. with a huge selection 
of secondhand books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and puzzles, as well as 
baked goods.

Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25; Sept. 1
 The Harpswell Bandstand by the 
Sea concert series continues from 
6-7:30 p.m. Thursdays at Mitchell 
Field. The Portland Jazz Orchestra 
performs on Aug. 4, Erica Brown and 
the Bluegrass Connection on Aug. 11, 
Pat Colwell and the Soul Sensations 
on Aug. 18, Primo Cubano on Aug. 
25 and the Harpswell Concert Band 
on Sept. 1.

Aug. 5
 Cundy's Harbor Days kicks off 
with a parade at 5 p.m. and an ice 
cream social from 5-7 p.m. at Cundy's 
Harbor Library, 935 Cundy's Harbor 
Road, Harpswell. In case of rain, the 
social will move to Cundy's Harbor 
Community Hall, 837 Cundy's 
Harbor Road, Harpswell.

Aug. 6
 Cundy's Harbor Days continues 
as the Holbrook Community 
Foundation hosts blindfolded 

dinghy races and lobster crate 
races at Holbrook's Wharf, 984 
Cundy's Harbor Road, Harpswell. 
Registration begins at noon. 
Dinghy races start at 1 p.m., crate 
races immediately after the dinghy 
races. For more information, go to 
holbrookcommunityfoundation.
org or find Holbrook Community 
Foundation on Facebook.
 
Aug. 7
 Cundy's Harbor Days continues 
with the Blessing of the Fleet at 8 a.m. 
at Watson's Wharf, 10 Watson Road, 
Harpswell.

 Cundy's Harbor Days concludes 
with a community dinner at Cundy's 
Harbor Community Hall from 5-7 
p.m. with trash can turkeys by Richard 
Wellner. Donations welcome.

 The Pejepscot Historical Society 
presents a walking tour of Mitchell 
Field with Harpswell resident Spike 
Haible. Explore the park's 120 acres 
and half-mile of waterfront. Learn 
about its history as a U.S. Navy 
fuel depot and transformation 
into a community gathering space. 
Registration: $8 for members, $12 
for nonmembers, free for ages 0-11. 
Register at pejepscothistorical.org or 
call 207-729-6606.

Aug. 10
 The Orr's and Bailey Islands 
Fire Department hosts "Dancing 
Under the Stars" from 6-10 p.m. at 
the Orr's Island Fire Station, 1600 
Harpswell Islands Road, Orr's Island. 
Dance to live music by Stream 
Reggae and enjoy a Caribbean feast. 
Tickets: $100, available at obifd.org 
or on the OBIFD Facebook page. 
Proceeds benefit OBIFD. For more 
information, email Jan Skillings-Goff 
at jsglau@hotmail.com.

Aug. 12-28
 The Sebascodegan Artists invite 
the public to their 2022 art exhibit 
at Centennial Hall. The opening 
reception will take place from 5-7 
p.m. Aug. 12, the closing reception 

from 5-7 p.m. on Aug. 27. Daily 
hours 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. from Aug. 13-
28.

Aug. 18
 The Harpswell Garden Club 
holds its monthly meeting from 
12:30-2:30 p.m. at Elijah Kellogg 
Church. Brunswick photographer 
Marty Grassie will lead a workshop 
on how to make notecards with 
personal photos. Preregistration 
required, $12 materials fee. For 
information on preregistration, email 
harpswellgardenclub@gmail.com.

Save the date

Sept. 3
 The Orr's Island Library hosts 
the Longest Yard Sale from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., with nearly 30 tables of items 
for sale by Harpswell neighbors. 

To reserve a table for $10, email 
giveorrsbooks@gmail.com.

Sept. 5
 The Holbrook Community 
Foundation will host a community 
breakfast on Holbrook's Wharf 

from 7:30-10 a.m. on Labor Day. 
Locally made breakfast items will 
include quiche, grits, sausage, bacon, 
potatoes, fruit, breads and sweets. 
Donations accepted to support the 
foundation.

www.USHarbors.com

South Harpswell, ME - Aug 2022

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Mon 1:58 9.5 2:31 8.8 8:14 0.2 8:24 1.0 5:28 8:05

2 Tue 2:35 9.4 3:07 9.0 8:50 0.2 9:07 0.9 5:29 8:04

3 Wed 3:17 9.2 3:46 9.2 9:30 0.3 9:54 0.8 5:30 8:03

4 Thu 4:03 8.9 4:30 9.4 10:13 0.5 10:45 0.7 5:32 8:02

5 Fri 4:54 8.7 5:19 9.5 11:00 0.6 11:40 0.6 5:33 8:00

6 Sat 5:50 8.5 6:13 9.7 11:53 0.8 5:34 7:59

7 Sun 6:52 8.4 7:13 9.9 12:40 0.4 12:51 0.9 5:35 7:58

8 Mon 7:59 8.4 8:16 10.2 1:45 0.2 1:54 0.8 5:36 7:56

9 Tue 9:05 8.6 9:19 10.6 2:50 -0.2 2:58 0.6 5:37 7:55

10 Wed 10:06 9.0 10:19 10.9 3:52 -0.6 3:59 0.2 5:38 7:53

11 Thu 11:04 9.3 11:17 11.2 4:49 -1.0 4:57 -0.1 5:39 7:52

12 Fri 11:59 9.7 5:43 -1.2 5:53 -0.3 5:40 7:51

13 Sat 12:12 11.2 12:51 9.9 6:35 -1.3 6:48 -0.5 5:42 7:49

14 Sun 1:06 11.1 1:41 10.1 7:25 -1.2 7:41 -0.4 5:43 7:48

15 Mon 1:58 10.7 2:30 10.0 8:13 -0.9 8:34 -0.3 5:44 7:46

16 Tue 2:49 10.2 3:20 9.9 9:01 -0.4 9:28 0.0 5:45 7:44

17 Wed 3:43 9.5 4:10 9.6 9:50 0.2 10:25 0.4 5:46 7:43

18 Thu 4:39 8.9 5:02 9.3 10:41 0.8 11:22 0.7 5:47 7:41

19 Fri 5:36 8.3 5:56 9.0 11:34 1.3 5:48 7:40

20 Sat 6:36 7.9 6:52 8.8 12:22 1.0 12:30 1.7 5:49 7:38

21 Sun 7:37 7.7 7:50 8.7 1:24 1.2 1:29 2.0 5:51 7:37

22 Mon 8:37 7.6 8:47 8.8 2:25 1.2 2:28 2.0 5:52 7:35

23 Tue 9:30 7.8 9:37 9.0 3:20 1.0 3:21 1.8 5:53 7:33

24 Wed 10:17 8.0 10:22 9.2 4:07 0.8 4:07 1.6 5:54 7:32

25 Thu 10:59 8.2 11:04 9.5 4:49 0.6 4:48 1.3 5:55 7:30

26 Fri 11:38 8.5 11:43 9.6 5:26 0.4 5:27 1.1 5:56 7:28

27 Sat 12:14 8.7 6:01 0.2 6:04 0.9 5:57 7:27

28 Sun 12:19 9.7 12:48 9.0 6:34 0.1 6:41 0.7 5:58 7:25

29 Mon 12:55 9.7 1:21 9.2 7:06 0.0 7:18 0.5 6:00 7:23

30 Tue 1:31 9.6 1:54 9.4 7:40 0.1 7:58 0.3 6:01 7:21

31 Wed 2:10 9.5 2:30 9.6 8:17 0.1 8:40 0.2 6:02 7:20

August 2022 Community Calendar

continued on next page

Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Repair & Upgrades

info@fkby.com    (207) 833-6885

A competitor dashes back to shore in the 2021 lobster crate races at Hol-
brook's Wharf, Cundy's Harbor. The races will return on Aug. 6. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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Sept. 10
 An annual reunion for anyone 
who was a student at any of 
Harpswell's one-room schoolhouses 
will take place from 11 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the Orr's Island Schoolhouse, 
1594 Harpswell Islands Road, Orr's 
Island. Bring a dish for a potluck 
lunch and memories to share. For 
more information, call Mary Morgan 
at 833-5890.

Sept. 17
 The Harvest Moon Garden 
Party, the finale of the 2022 Garden 
Party Series, brings a full day of 
music to 1292 Harpswell Neck 
Road, Harpswell. Performances by 
Frank Burns, Muddy Ruckus, Sans 
Souci, Eggy, and Fogcutters. The 
Garden Party Series benefits the 
Bath Area Food Bank and the Mid 
Coast Hunger Prevention Program. 
Tickets: $60 in advance, $75 day of 
show, free for children under 12, 
available at tinyurl.com/28a6bfjm. 
Camping: $25 per vehicle.

Ongoing
 Cundy's Harbor Library hosts a 
Children's Reading Club from 1-3 
p.m. every Saturday. The library 
invites all young readers and their 
parents to read, talk about books, 
earn doubloons and participate in an 
activity.

 The Grand Slammers, an 
intermediate-level contract bridge 
club, meets at the Town Office 
at 1 p.m. every Tuesday except 
holidays. For congenial but serious 
players. A $2 donation is requested. 
Space limited to three tables. More 
information: harpswellen@me.com.
 The Harpswell Historical Society 

Museum, 929 Harpswell Neck Road, 
Harpswell, is open from 2-4 p.m. 
every Sunday through Oct. 9. Free 
admission. For an appointment to 
see the museum at another time, call 
Dave Hackett at 207-833-6322.

 Meals in a Pinch delivers four 
meals to Harpswell residents in need 
every other Tuesday. Upcoming dates 
are Aug. 2, 16 and 30. The program 
can deliver meals on an ongoing or 
temporary basis and can provide 
emergency meals when necessary. 
There is no income qualification. 
For more information, contact Julie 
Moulton at juliemoulton28@gmail.
com or 207-330-5416.

 Merriconeag Grange, 529 
Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell, 
hosts a public breakfast from 8-10:30 
a.m. on the first Saturday of each 
month. Blueberry pancakes, French 
toast, omelets, waffles. Price: $10 for 
adults, $6 for kids under 10.

 A mobile food station, free to 
anyone in need, is available at the 
Town Office from 10-11:30 a.m. 
every Thursday.

 The John Leo Murray Jr. 
American Legion Post 171 meets at 
Merriconeag Grange at 7 p.m. on the 
third Monday of each month.

 Sharing Tables brings tables 
of vegetables to three locations in 
Harpswell from noon to 4 p.m. 
every Wednesday. Vegetables are 
free to anyone who will use them. 
Gardeners can leave excess vegetables 
for others. Find tables at the Cundy's 
Harbor Community Church of 
the Nazarene, 863 Cundy's Harbor 
Road, Harpswell; Elijah Kellogg 
Church; and Orr's Island Library. 

Runs through Oct. 26.

Brunswick and beyond

July 29 through Aug. 6
 Maine State Music Theatre 
presents "The Color Purple" at 
Pickard Theater, 1 Bath Road, 
Brunswick. See performance times 
and buy tickets at msmt.org.

July 30
 Curtis Memorial Library, 23 
Pleasant St., Brunswick, hosts a repair 
cafe from 10 a.m. to noon. The repair 
cafe aims to reduce waste and teach 
new skills. Volunteers work with 
patrons to repair their items, such as 
electronics, clothes, small appliances, 
wooden furniture and outdoor gear. 
Tool sharpening available. Bring 
items through the outside entrance to 
the Morrell room, off Middle Street. 
First come, first served. Questions? 
Call 207-725-5242 ext. 4.

July 30; Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27
 Bath's free summer concert series 
at Waterfront Park, 61 Commercial 
St., continues with Crys on July 30, 
Dexter Allen and the Big East Band 
on Aug. 6, Erica Brown and the 
Bluegrass Connection on Aug. 13, 
Crystal Vision on Aug. 20 and Pan 
Fried Steel on Aug. 27. Shows start at 
5 p.m.

Aug. 1
 The Bowdoin International 
Music Festival presents the Jupiter 
String Quartet with pianist Ran Dank 

at 7:30 p.m. at Studzinski Recital 
Hall, 12 Campus Road S, Brunswick. 
Tickets: $45, bowdoinfestival.org/
events.

Aug. 3
 The Bowdoin International 
Music Festival presents an evening 
of classical works by Fritz Kreisler, 
Jeff Scott and Johannes Brahms at 
7:30 p.m. at Studzinski Recital Hall. 
Tickets: $45, bowdoinfestival.org/
events.

Aug. 5
 The Bowdoin International 
Music Festival presents its season 
finale at 7:30 p.m. at Crooker Theatre, 
116 Maquoit Road, Brunswick. 
The festival orchestra will perform 
alongside soloist Zlatomir Fung with 
Angel Gil-Ordoñez conducting. 
Tickets: $45, bowdoinfestival.org/
events.

Aug. 6, 13, 27
 The Brunswick Landing Arts 
Market, a Maine-made market with 
a variety of artists and makers, will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
the lawn of the Brunswick Naval 
Aviation Museum, 179 Admiral 
Fitch Ave., Brunswick. The market 
raises funds for the museum, which 
preserves the heritage of Naval Air 
Station Brunswick.

Aug. 10-27
 Maine State Music Theatre 
presents "Kinky Boots" at Pickard 
Theater. See performance times and 

buy tickets at msmt.org.

Aug. 12
 Artists and musicians exhibit 
and perform in businesses and on 
sidewalks during the 2nd Friday 
Brunswick art walk from 4-7 p.m. in 
downtown Brunswick.

Aug. 13
 All are welcome to the Southern 
Maine Astronomers' monthly 
star party from 8-10 p.m. at 179 
Neptune Drive, Brunswick. The 
club will have telescopes set up. The 
event will include a laser-pointer 
tour of the sky and a talk about 
astronomy. If it rains, the event will 
move inside and include talks and 
telescope demonstrations. More 
information: 207-751-4651 or 
southernmaineastronomers.org.

Aug. 20
 The Brunswick Downtown 
Association presents the 16th annual 
Brunswick Outdoor Arts Festival 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. More than 80 
artists and artisans display and sell 
their work on the sidewalks of Maine 
Street and on the town mall. Live 
music starts at 10 a.m.

Aug. 22
 Maine State Music Theatre 
presents "Frozen Jr." at Pickard 
Theater as part of its Theatre for 
Young Audiences Series. Shows at 10 
a.m., 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Buy 
tickets at msmt.org.

Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
 The Brunswick Downtown 
Association's Music on the Mall 
features Miners Creek Bluegrass 
Band on Aug. 3, Bonnie Edwards 
and the Practical Cats on Aug. 10, 
Salty Dogs on Aug. 17, Maine State 
Music Theatre and Maine Marimba 
Ensemble on Aug. 24, and Blue Steel 
Express on Aug. 31. The concert 
series brings free shows to the town 
mall at 6 p.m. every Wednesday 
throughout the summer. The "double 
night" on Aug. 24 starts at 5:30. 

 Have a calendar item to submit? 
Email joliver@harpswellanchor.org or 
use the form at harpswellanchor.org/
submissions. ⚓

continued from previous page

Tree Care Specialists

  David Gillis Design  ·  Harpswell Anchor: 5.8685” X 2”  ·  06/18/21  ·  WellTree-HA-3colX2

21 Washington Avenue, 
Bailey Island

Service 9:30 am, 
Sundays July 3 - Sept. 4

All welcome!

All Saints by the Sea
Episcopal Summer Chapel

Crys will perform at Bath's Waterfront Park on July 30.
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Bailey Islander honored 
for vaccination drive
 Bailey Island resident 
Gayle Hays was one of six 
senior citizens honored for 
"extraordinary contributions 
to the health and well-being of 
their communities" during a 
ceremony at Gillette Stadium in 
Foxborough, Massachusetts, on 
June 30.
 Former Boston College 
and New England Patriots 
quarterback Doug Flutie 
presented an Olympics-
style gold medal to Hays on 
behalf of UnitedHealthcare. 
The organization dubbed 
the recipients "New England 
Champions."
 UnitedHealthcare also 
gave Hays a gift package and 
donated $5,000 to a nonprofit 
of her choice. Hays selected 
Brunswick's Oasis Free Clinics, 
which provides free medical and 
dental care to adults without 
health insurance.
 UnitedHealthcare picked 

Hays for her work to help older 
adults access the COVID-19 
vaccines.
 When the vaccines arrived in 
Maine, Hays volunteered to give 
shots at a location sponsored by 
Mid Coast Hospital, where she 
had worked for more than 20 
years. She became concerned 
that older adults with limited 
computer access or skills would 
struggle to register for the 
vaccine.
 With flyers and phone calls, 
as well as email and social 
media, Hays "immediately 
launched an effort to provide 
information to community 
members on how to sign up for 
the vaccine," according to a bio 
from United Healthcare. The 
drive was successful, setting up 
"numerous" residents with their 
first shots.
 "Gayle has a deep 
commitment to assisting people 
in her community that stems 
from a strong dedication to 
volunteering, her faith, and 

her extensive experience in 
leadership roles throughout her 
nursing career," the bio says.
 
Ice cream social attracts 
400 to Library Hall
 For the first time since 2019, 
the Mingo Club hosted its Fourth 
of July ice cream social at Bailey 
Island Library Hall. A staple of 
summer in Harpswell, the ice 
cream social goes back at least 
30 years but was interrupted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
year, the social returned in force, 
attracting about 400 guests and 
raising more than $2,000 for the 
Mingo Club.
 The Mingo Club began as a 
book club for teenage girls on 
Bailey Island in 1906. In 1909, 
after the construction of the 
Orr's Island Library, the girls 
began raising funds for their own 
building. In 1912, the goal came 
to fruition with the construction 
and dedication of Bailey Island 
Library Hall. The hall earned a 
spot on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2008.
 Today, the Mingo Club is no 
longer made up of teenagers, but 
its adult members continue to 
raise funds for the preservation 
of Library Hall. In addition, the 
club maintains its dedication to 
literacy and education through 
its sponsorship of grants for 
high school graduates who 
live in Harpswell, as well as 
book donations to Harpswell 
Community School.
 The Fourth of July ice cream 
social is the modern Mingo 
Club's primary fundraising 
mechanism. This year, the club 
raised prices slightly, to $3 for 
one scoop, up from $2 in 2019. 
Visitors could choose from 
a wide variety of toppings — 
including strawberry sauce 
made from strawberries hand-

picked by Mingo Club members 
— for no additional cost.
 For the first time, the social 
was primarily an outdoor event. 
Visitors went up to the Library 
Hall front porch to get their 
ice cream, then sat on the front 
lawn or at tables under a tent 

behind the hall.
 "We did that because of 
COVID, but we hope we can 
continue it that way because it's 
a lot easier," said Ann Mitchell, 
publicity chair for the club.
 "The line out front was long, 

N E W S  B R I E F S
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Lunch and Dinner daily, 11am-8pm.
ACKME SURVEY

LAND SURVEYING

RTK GPS          DRONE

Frank@ackmesurvey.com

CALL 207-504-0280

Gayle Hays (center) poses for a photo with Mary Snyder, CEO of United-
Healthcare, New England, and Doug Flutie, former quarterback for the 
Boston College Eagles and the New England Patriots, during an event 
at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, Massachusetts, on June 30. United 
HealthCare honored Hays as a New England Champion for her efforts to 
connect older adults with the COVID-19 vaccine.

A family enjoys ice cream on the steps of Bailey Island Library Hall during 
the Mingo Club's ice cream social on July 4. (REBECCA NORDEN-BRIGHT PHOTO)
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but nobody minded because 
they were all chitchatting and 
having a good time," Mitchell 
added.
 The funds raised from the 
ice cream social will allow the 
Mingo Club to sponsor two 
$1,000 grants for graduating 
seniors and provide $500 in 
book donations to Harpswell 
Community School.

Town hires animal 
control officer, parks 
monitor
 Gerard "Gerry" Ferrari has 
taken over as Harpswell's new 
animal control officer, while 
Cooper Hogan will join the 
town staff as a seasonal parks 
monitor.
 The Board of Selectmen 
approved the hires on June 23.
 Ferrari takes the place of Gail 
Federico, who announced her 
resignation in February after 
nearly seven years in the role. The 
town received three applications 
for the position. Responsibilities 
include being on call seven days 
a week and enforcing both state 
and municipal animal control 
laws.
 "I am honored to be selected," 
Ferrari told the select board. He 
moved to Maine three years ago 
and has lived in Harpswell for a 
year and a half.
 Ferrari started immediately 

and, after basic training, will 
pursue state certification. The 
state requires municipal animal 
control officers to earn their 
certification within six months 
of appointment.
 Hogan, a student at the 
University of Maine, will work 
under Harbor Master and 
Marine Resource Administrator 
Paul Plummer to monitor town 
parks and lands on weekends 
throughout the summer.

Giant's Stairs to become 
'EarthCache' site
 Giant's Stairs, a popular 
destination for hikers and 
sightseers on Bailey Island, may 
attract more geology enthusiasts 
with its designation as an 
"EarthCache" site.
 The Harpswell Board 
of Selectmen approved the 
designation on July 7, in 
response to a request from 
EarthCache.
 EarthCache is a branch of 
geocaching, a treasure-hunting 
activity in which devotees use 
GPS to find hidden containers 
and exchange items. But 
EarthCache takes users to 
unique geologic sites, instead 
of containers. EarthCache is 
a program of the Geological 
Society of America.
 Unlike traditional 
geocaching, there is no 
physical object on the site. 

Instead, visitors undertake an 
educational task to "expand 
their own knowledge" and 
"prove that they visited the site," 
according to the EarthCache 
website. There are more than 
28,500 EarthCache sites around 
the world.
 The request to add an 
EarthCache site at Giant's 
Stairs, named for its rock 
formations, came before the 
Town Lands Committee in 
February. After initial concern 
that the designation would 
increase traffic to the property, 
the committee concluded that it 
would have limited impact.
 "We went back and forth a 
good bit and it just seemed like 
this was a pretty specialized 
use that would not increase the 
traffic significantly," committee 
co-Chair Ken Oehmig said.
 "Other publicity seems to be 
much more impactful than this 
would be," Oehmig added.
 The committee recommended 
that the select board approve 
the request, given that "it will 
be non-intrusive and will 
attract few additional visitors," 
according to the minutes of the 
February meeting.
 EarthCache sites exist across 
Maine, including in popular 
destinations like Acadia 
National Park and Baxter State 
Park, as well as lesser-known 
areas.

HHLT elects trustees, 
recognizes longtime 
leader
 Harpswell Heritage Land 
Trust held its annual meeting of 
the membership on July 12. The 
nonprofit elected new trustees 
and officers and recognized the 
impact and accomplishments 
of longtime Executive Director 
Reed Coles.
 “It’s hard to adequately 
thank Reed for all he’s done for 
the land trust over the past 16 
years,” HHLT President Wendy 
Batson said.
 State Rep. Jay McCreight 
presented Coles with a 
sentiment of congratulations 
from the Maine Legislature. 
The sentiment lays out some of 
Coles’ accomplishments during 
his tenure with the Land Trust, 
including a doubling of the 
lands owned by the trust and 
achievement of national land 
trust accreditation.
 Members of the Land Trust 
elected Rachel Beane and Don 
Westfall as new members of 
the HHLT Board of Trustees, 
while electing Wendy Batson 
as president, Tim McCreight as 
vice president, Sharon Oehmig 
as treasurer and Ron Davis 
as secretary. Trustees Dan 

Huber and Bob Sansone were 
recognized for their service to 
the board as they ended their 
terms.
 The 100 or so attendees 
received a report on the 
activities of the Land Trust over 
the past year by acting Executive 
Director Julia McLeod, then 
enjoyed an engaging and 
enlightening presentation about 
wildlife by author Ed Robinson.
 To watch a video of the event 
and to learn more about the 
Land Trust, go to hhltmaine.org.

'Dancing Under the 
Stars' to benefit OBIFD
 The Orr's and Bailey Islands 
Fire Department's Summer of 
Fun will continue on Aug. 10 
with "Dancing Under the Stars," 
a Caribbean-themed evening 
filled with reggae music and 
delicious tropical dining.
 Imagine the grounds of 
the Orr's Island Fire Station 
and Schoolhouse transformed 
into a tropical island. Feast on 
Caribbean pork with plantains 
and squash in peanut sauce, 
along with jerk chicken, rice 
and beans, salad and dessert. A 
vegetarian option will also be 
available.

 

N E W S  B R I E F S

continued from previous page

If you are a business owner in 
Harpswell with fewer than 5 

employees, the Anchor wants to 
help you thrive. Our small business 

marketing initiative is a program 
designed to provide you with the 

resources needed to help you 
connect with your customers. If you 

qualify, you receive:

Free one hour marketing             
consultation

Free ad design

Free three month ad placement               
in the Harpswell Anchor

Added marketing assistance for 
businesses that qualify

For more information, 
contact Janice Thompson at                     

janice@harpswellanchor.org or   
(207) 504-4428.

Harpswell is 
a special place. 

Our small businesses 
are a big part of that.

continued on next page

Don Westfall and Rachel Beane are the newest members of the Harpswell 
Heritage Land Trust Board of Trustees. (AMELIA GRAHAM PHOTO)
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Guests are welcome to BYOB 
or enjoy water and lemonade 
to quench their thirst after 
dancing to the music of Stream 
Reggae, Maine's premier reggae 
band.
 The event will run from 
6-10 p.m. Tickets are $100 per 
person and can be purchased 
at obifd.org or on the OBIFD 
Facebook page. Advance tickets 
are recommended, though 
some may be available at the 
door. Colorful Caribbean attire 
is encouraged!
 So far, the Summer of Fun 
has featured a successful barn 
sale in June and a 5K fun run 
and pancake breakfast in July. 
A classic car event is planned 
for September. These events 
represent important fundraising 
opportunities for OBIFD to 
help replace the annual yard 
sale and auction, which was 
discontinued because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 "We're hoping folks will 
come out for a fun, memorable 
evening and help support 
OBIFD and its volunteer first 
responders and all they do to 
keep our community safe," said 

Jan Skillings-Goff, a member of 
the OBIFD Board of Directors 
and event organizer.
 The Orr's Island Fire Station 
is at 1600 Harpswell Islands 
Road, Orr's Island. For more 
information or to volunteer at 
the event, email Skillings-Goff 
at jsglau@hotmail.com.

Sebascodegan Artists 
to open show at 
Centennial Hall
 The Sebascodegan Artists 
Cooperative will exhibit work 
by 16 members at Centennial 
Hall in Harpswell Center from 
Aug. 12-28.
 “Through our exhibit, we 
endeavor to present a variety 
of artistic expressions of life 
and living, each piece unique to 
the artist,” the cooperative said 
in an announcement. “Using a 
variety of mediums, we present 
our creative thought processes 
in an art form.”
 “We are hopeful our exhibit 
will encourage many to begin 
or continue an interest in art, 
perhaps to solidify a suggested 
belief that there is a level of 
artistry within each of us,” the 
cooperative said. “We present 

a style range from realistic to 
abstract to accommodate every 
preference.”
 For the first time, the 
cooperative will host an opening 
reception from 5-7 p.m., Friday, 
Aug. 12. Centennial Hall will 
then be open from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. from Aug. 13-28. A closing 
reception will take place from 
5-7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 27.
 The Sebascodegan Artists 

Cooperative has exhibited art 
for more than 30 years.

Sheriff's Office shuts 
down fireworks show
 The Cumberland County 
Sheriff 's Office shut down 
an informal fireworks show 
at Graveyard Point, South 
Harpswell, on July 9, according 
to Patrol Lt. Andrew Feeney.
 The deputy did not issue 

fines, but reminded those 
involved of Harpswell's 
fireworks ordinance, Feeney 
said. The Sheriff 's Office 
received 11 complaints about 
fireworks in Harpswell from 
June 1 through mid-July.
 Harpswell's fireworks 
ordinance allows the use of 
consumer fireworks only on 
and around the Fourth of July 
and New Year's Day. Around 
the Fourth of July, people can 
use fireworks from 9 a.m. to 10 
p.m. on July 3, 9 a.m. on July 4 to 
12:30 a.m. on July 5, and 9 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. on July 5, as well as 
on the "weekends immediately 
before and after July 4" from 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m.
 People can only use 
fireworks on their own property 
"or on the property of a person 
who has consented to the use 
of consumer fireworks on that 
property," according to the 
ordinance.
 The penalties for violating 
the rules for fireworks use are 
a minimum fine of $100 for 
a first offense, "plus costs," 
and a minimum of $250 for 
subsequent offenses.

continued on next page
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Marijke Damrell's acrylic painting "October Marsh" will be one of many 
works on display during the Sebascodegan Artists Cooperative show at 
Centennial Hall from Aug. 12-28.
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Select board OKs plaque 
for cattle pound
 A bronze plaque will soon 
mark the site of a historic cattle 
pound in Harpswell Center, 
after the Harpswell Board of 
Selectmen approved the idea.
 The board approved the 
request from the Brunswick 
Rotary Club on June 23.
 The original cattle pound was 
constructed in 1793, making it 
one of the oldest cattle pounds in 
the state, according to a history 
of cattle pounds on the website 
of the Harpswell Historical 
Society. About half of the 
original structure remains, while 
the rest was rebuilt in the 1980s 
or 1990s.
 Early residents used cattle 
pounds to enclose stray animals 
and protect gardens and pastures 
from damage. The pound is on 
the east side of Harpswell Neck 
Road, between the Elijah Kellogg 
Church and the Historical 
Society.
 David Taft, a Harpswell 
resident and member of the 
Rotary Club, presented the 

request to the select board and 
said that the club will provide 
the plaque. The club has installed 
15 such plaques since 1995, to 
commemorate historic sites that 
might otherwise escape notice.
 The town will approve the 
wording and install the plaque. 
The plaque will provide basic 
information about the cattle 
pound. More information will 
be available on the Rotary Club’s 
website, brunswickmainerotary.
org.
 The plaque should be ready to 
mount by the end of the summer, 
according to Taft.

Harpswell artist to have 
solo exhibit in Portland
 Harpswell artist Joanne Tarlin 
will have a solo exhibition at the 
Union of Maine Visual Artists 
Gallery at the Portland Media 
Center from Aug. 5-28.
 A reception for "Sea Changes: 
Transformations Wanted" will 
take place from 5-8 p.m. on Aug. 
5 and an artist talk will take 
place from 4-5 p.m. on Aug. 20.
 Tarlin's art focuses on her 
desire for action on issues 
such as rising sea levels, plastic 

pollution, hate crimes and 
injustice. She lives on Harpswell 
Sound, where she walks the 
shore at low tide and collects 
debris to turn into art.
 The Union of Maine Visual 
Artists Gallery at the Portland 
Media Center, 516 Congress St., 
Portland, is open from 1-4 p.m. 
Friday-Sunday.

Governor appoints 
Harpswell physician 
assistant to state board
 Gov. Janet Mills has appointed 
Harpswell resident Steven C. 
Blessington, a physician assistant 
at Maine Medical Center, to the 
Maine Board of Licensure in 
Medicine.
 The governor's office 
announced the appointment on 
Friday, July 8.
 Blessington, 57, has worked 
as a physician assistant in Maine 
since 1996 and joined the Maine 
Medical Center Emergency 
Department in 2005, according 
to the announcement.
 A former president and 
chief delegate of the Maine 
Association of Physician 
Assistants, Blessington has 

taught pharmacology for more 
than 13 years as an adjunct 
faculty member at the University 
of New England graduate school. 
He lives in Harpswell with his 
wife and has two adult children.
 The Board of Licensure 
in Medicine is a state agency 
responsible for protecting the 
health and safety of the public 
by determining who may be 
licensed for medical practice 
and by regulating the medical 
practice of those licensees.

 

The governor appoints board 
members for six-year terms. 
The 11 members include six 
physicians, three physician 
assistants and three members of 
the public.

Students explore career 
options at Region 10's 
summer academy
 Brunswick's Region 10 
Technical High School recently 
hosted more than 70 students in 
grades seven through nine for 
its Summer Career Academy, a 
week of hands-on activities and 
career exploration.
 Students participated 
in outdoor education and 
woodworking projects; learned 
about training for emergency 
medical technicians and 
nursing assistants; received an 
introduction to creative digital 
media and graphic design; and 
worked on auto collision repair.
 The students came from 
Region 10's three sending school 
districts — the Brunswick 
School Department; Maine 
School Administrative District 
75, which includes Harpswell; 
and Regional School Unit 5. ⚓
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Property Management

Caretaking

Debris Clearing

Plowing & Sanding

Concierge Services

Cleaning

Cell:  207-522-2582
david@safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

David Johnson

 Ser v i ng  Brun sw i c k  & t h e  Harp sw e l l  Is l and s  













www.safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

SAFE HARBOUR
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & RENTALS

Students in grades seven through nine learn about woodworking during 
Summer Career Academy at Region 10 Technical High School in Brunswick.
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The Maine School Administrative 
District 75 Board of Directors 
honored Harpswell representative 
Linda Hall on June 9, her last meeting 
after 12 years of service.
 Hall was a leader on the 
14-member board. She was chair 
twice, for the 2015-16 and 2019-
20 school years. At the time of the 
meeting, she was the longest-serving 
current Harpswell representative and 
the second-longest-serving current 
member overall, after Bowdoin's 
Kimberly Totten.
 Hall was on the board's Policy 
Committee all 12 years, including 
six years as chair. She is a former 
chair of the Finance Committee 
and was the board's lead negotiator 
for multiple rounds of talks 
with the teachers union. She 
was on multiple superintendent 
evaluation committees, as well as 
the Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment Committee.
 Board Chair Holly Kopp 
presented Hall with flowers and a gift, 
saying she has "worked tirelessly" for 
Harpswell and the district.
 Board member Mary Hobson, 
of Topsham, called Hall a voice of 
wisdom and fortitude.
 "She has demonstrated how to 
forge unions with others who don't 
necessarily see things the way she 
does," Hobson said. "She holds strong 
core values, always holding on to 
her values while still forging a path 
forward."
 "She has modeled what it looks 
like to be a dedicated, knowledgeable 
and effective board member, and 
has stood up to adversity with 
grace," Hobson said. "She has been a 
strong voice for our schools and our 
community."
 Totten, the only current board 
member with a longer tenure, said 
she and Hall "have had some very 
strong disagreements."

 "But through it all, we have found 
common ground, we've found 
respect, we've been each other's 
sounding board when we're trying to 
work through difficult situations and 
just need to have that back and forth 
in order to get through," Totten said.
 Totten said she has appreciated 
Hall's "dedication and hard work" 
and "the students of our district have 
been better for it."
 The board gave Hall a standing 
ovation.
 Hall comes from Harpswell roots 
on both sides of her family, but her 
father's career as an engineer took 
the family to Crown Point, Indiana, 

where she grew up. They spent 
summers in Harpswell.
 Hall earned bachelor's and 
master's degrees in mathematics 
from DePauw University and Purdue 
University, both in Indiana. She 
taught public school in Indiana for 
nine years, worked in the computer 
business in the Boston area for 
almost 20 years, then returned to 
public schools. She taught in New 
Hampshire for four years, then 
moved to Harpswell and taught 
in Brunswick for five years before 
retirement.
 In 2009, she volunteered to serve 
as the community representative on 

an MSAD 75 committee exploring 
the consolidation of West Harpswell 
School and Harpswell Islands School, 
which she opposed. The next year, 
she ran for and won a seat on the 
school board.
 Harpswell voters ultimately 
agreed to consolidation in a February 
2011 referendum, but Hall stuck 
around and became an influential 
voice on the board.
 She sees the COVID-19 
pandemic as the biggest challenge 
for the board in her 12 years — and 
it arrived during her second stint as 
chair.
 Hall felt that the board "needed to 

let our superintendent and his staff 
figure out the best way to do things" 
with regard to the pandemic, she said. 
"That was my stand and I feel proud 
that I supported that."
 She believes the board's biggest 
success during her tenure, while 
she takes no credit for it, was the 
construction of the new Mt. Ararat 
High School, which opened in 2020. 
"It's beautiful. It's well done, well 
thought out," she said.
 Hall thinks the board is "in a good 
place" after a period of turbulence 
and turnover, both on the board 
and in the administration. Five 
board members have come on since 
November and a new superintendent 
started work on July 1.
 New board members include 
Harpswell representatives Greta 
Warren and Ryan Larsen, who started 
in March and June, respectively.
 Hall said her advice for new 
members is to "get as involved as you 
can" in committees, which shape the 
board's work.
 For the full board, Hall offered 
the following advice: "Remember 
our code of ethics and treat people 
the way you would like to be treated 
yourself — respectfully."
 Hall also serves Harpswell as the 
longest-tenured current member of 
the town's Budget Committee, which 
she joined in 2009.
 She lives on Harpswell Neck with 
her husband, Chris Hall. She loves to 
sail and play competitive bridge. ⚓

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
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structure. Made from local granite and using no adhesives, this unique and ingenious design embraces both strength and permeability.

It is in this spirit that we designed our Cribstone Collection of jewelry pieces; a tribute to the power of nature met with the 
creativity of humanity. We think you will agree both the iconic bridge and our collection are treasures to be truly appreciated.

Explore our full collection online and in person in Brunswick, ME.

For A Life Worth Celebrating
keithfieldgoldsmith.com

School board honors Harpswell’s Hall for 12 years of service

The Maine School Administrative District 75 Board of Directors gives outgoing member Linda Hall (center) a 
standing ovation during her last meeting on July 9. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY R EBECCA 
NOR DEN-BR IGHT
 Harpswell's Frank Wright took 
over as chair of the Maine School 
Administrative District 75 Board of 
Directors on July 1.
 The chair rotates among the 
district's four towns — Bowdoin, 
Bowdoinham, Harpswell and 
Topsham — with the representatives 
of each town nominating a candidate 
to serve as vice chair for a year and 
then chair for the following year.
 Wright, who lives on Harpswell 
Neck, has served on the school board 
since 2019, when the Harpswell Board 
of Selectmen appointed him after two 
of the town's four representatives to 
the school board resigned. He won 
election to a three-year term in 2021. 
In the 2021-22 school year, he served 
as vice chair of the board and chair of 
the Finance Committee.
 Wright grew up in Harpswell. 
He attended Brunswick High 
School, then Springfield College in 
Massachusetts, before beginning 
his career in education. He worked 
in public schools in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire for 27 years as 
a science teacher and coach. He has 
also worked in private education.

 In Harpswell, before his 
appointment to the school board, he 
ran a chess club, helped with a Lego 
club and read to students at Harpswell 
Community School. He has two 
children in MSAD 75 schools, who 
will enter eighth and fifth grade in the 
fall.
 Although Wright became a 
member of the school board almost 
by chance, he has continued to 
serve because of his commitment to 
students and to public service.

 "I've been involved in public 
service essentially all my life," Wright 
said. "And so I see the need for all 
of us to really buy into the idea that 
democracies only survive if and only 
if people like myself are willing to step 
up and do the work that needs to be 
done."
 As a child of the '50s and '60s, 
Wright took to heart President John 
F. Kennedy's plea to "ask not what 
your country can do for you, but what 
you can do for your country." It has 

continued to inspire him throughout 
his life.
 Wright called his new role 
daunting and his predecessor, Holly 
Kopp, a tough act to follow.
 "We've just come off a really good 
healing year with Holly Kopp at the 
reins," he said.
 The job is also daunting given the 
tensions that have plagued MSAD 
75 in the past couple of years around 
topics such as masking requirements 
and the nature of school assignments. 
The district has seen extensive 
turnover on the school board and 
within the administration. Wright 
begins his role alongside a new 
superintendent, Steven Connolly, 
as the district embarks on its fifth 
transition at superintendent in four 
years.
 Wright is aware of the challenges 
ahead, but hopes he will be able to 
mediate conflict and help the board 
reach decisions that are best for the 
entire district.
 "The decision-making process 
can be fraught with disagreements, 
but my goal is really to create a sense 
of unity on the board and continue 
the peace process in order to be able 
to function as a cohesive unit," Wright 

said. "My way in which I would do 
that is by a consultative approach, 
which means that everybody's voice 
is heard and everybody's voice 
matters."
 Wright believes this approach is 
particularly important in a district like 
MSAD 75 that includes four towns. 
Harpswell sends four representatives 
to the 14-member board.
 "It's also important to understand 
that we work together as a unit," 
Wright said. "We represent four 
towns, and so we have to be able to 
keep that vision alive. When we make 
a decision, it's a decision for all four 
towns. It's not just for Harpswell — 
it's for everybody involved."
 Wright feels that his background 
and values have prepared him for the 
work ahead.
 "I'm experienced. I've been 
around the horn," he said. He has "a 
sense of what's needed and required" 
and aims "to really move forward 
with a sense of camaraderie amongst 
the board."
 Wright's background as a teacher 
and coach has shown him the value of 
approaching students and adults alike 
with a positive, encouraging attitude. 
He is optimistic that both teachers 
and administrators in MSAD 75 also 
follow this principle.
 "You don't have to be in education 
for very long to recognize who's 
good, who's not so good, and who's 
a positive influence on kids and 
who's not," Wright said. "From what 
I've seen, the administrators work 
through encouragement. … Coming 
from a position of positivity tends to 
engender the best in everybody."
 "I see that to be true within our 
district right now," he added. "And 
though we have had a tough time in 
the last couple of years, I see it moving 
towards a real strength. Our current 
board members are fantastic. It's 
really a good thing." ⚓

Join Our Team!
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26 Keri Drive, Harpswell, ME 04079
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Harpswell's Wright begins year as chair of school board

Frank Wright, of Harpswell Neck, is the new chair of the Maine School 
Administrative District 75 Board of Directors. (REBECCA NORDEN-BRIGHT PHOTO)
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BY R EBECCA 
NOR DEN-BR IGHT
 The Cundy's Harbor Volunteer 
Fire Department gathered to 
celebrate Rescue Capt. Rayford 
"Ray" Greene, who has resigned after 
11 years of service, with a party at 
Holbrook's Lobster Grille on June 16.
 When he joined the department, 
Greene had made his career in 
law enforcement. He worked in 
New Jersey, New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts before moving to 
Maine for a job as a U.S. Department 
of Defense police officer at the 
Brunswick Naval Air Station.
 He began volunteering in 
Cundy's Harbor after paramedics 
assisted him with a medical situation 
at 3 a.m. Expecting a bill and 
discovering he would not receive 
one, he decided to offer his time 
instead.
 "I figured, if they're not going to 
charge me, at least I'm going to give 
them some of my time. I didn't know 
it was going to be 11 years," Greene 
said. He joined as a firefighter, then 

became a paramedic.
 Six years ago, Greene became a 
full-time paramedic with Northeast 
Mobile Health Services, growing his 
skills and experience in emergency 
medical services.
 Pete Melroy, a driver with the 
Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire 

Department who worked with 
Greene for three years, reflected on 
his colleague's humor and tact when 
interacting with patients.
 "Probably the thing that 
impresses me most about Ray is 
his ability to use humor as a way to 
disarm the patient and make them 

feel more at ease," Melroy said. "You 
can imagine you're in an ambulance, 
you called the ambulance, it's very 
stressful. But he laughs and it's just 
infectious."
 Greene now lives in Florida, 
where he moved in search of warmer 
weather for his health. He will work 
as a paramedic in Largo.
 "I'm definitely going to miss 
being down there," Greene said of 
Cundy's Harbor. "I got used to so 
many people out there and people 
have gotten used to seeing me 
around, knowing that I'm the town 
medic out there. I'm definitely going 
to miss people there."
 The department will miss Greene 
too. Ben Wallace, fire and rescue 
chief for both the Cundy's Harbor 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
the Orr's and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department, said Greene has been 
"a pretty important member of our 
roster for a long time."
 "We're going to miss him, that's 
for sure," Wallace said.

 Melroy said that Greene's 
departure, while a positive change 
for Greene, leaves a hole in the 
department that may be challenging 
to fill, especially with persistent 
volunteer shortages.
 "There really isn't anybody in line 
who can replace him at this point," 
Melroy said.
 Melroy hopes more volunteers 
will join the department and said 
that there are many ways people can 
help. 
 "The way to look at it is, you're 
helping somebody on one of the 
tougher days of their lives," Melroy 
said. "And if you can — just like Ray, 
with humor — make that a little 
easier on them, that's a huge thing."
 Harpswell's three independent 
fire departments — the Cundy's 
Harbor Volunteer Fire Department, 
Harpswell Neck Fire and Rescue, 
and the Orr's and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department — are always looking 
for new volunteers. To learn more, 
go to harpswellfireandrescue.org. ⚓
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Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire Department honors outgoing officer
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Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire Department Chief Benjamin Wallace Jr. 
(left) presents a plaque to Capt. Rayford Greene in recognition of more 
than a decade of service to the department. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)
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buildings, says Wallace. "They've 
earned the right to say they're 
retired. The problem is, we don't 
have people coming in to fill the 
vacancies." Earlier this year, one 
of the department's EMTs, Rescue 
Chief Ray Greene, resigned for a 
move to Florida.
 But Harpswell's aging 
population and its lack of 
affordable housing make finding 
younger members hard, says 
CHVFD Capt. Duncan Wood. 
He joined after witnessing the 
department's work in the 1998 ice 
storm, and at 66, he is still one of 
its primary interior firefighters.
 Even when young people 
are interested in joining the 

department, Wood and others say 
it can be hard for them to work 
around the time commitments 
required of volunteer firefighters.
 Firefighters take a six-month 
course to learn how to safely enter 
burning buildings, attending 
sessions on two weeknights and 
one full weekend day each week. 
EMT training lasts about three 
months. The department pays for 
all members' training, as well as 
for their equipment.
 That amount of training is a far 
cry from what Wood and other 
longtime members went through. 
Initial training was a few weekend 
courses when they started, and 
much of what they learned 
came from mentors within the 
department and training on the 
job.
 Active responders are expected 

to drop whatever they're doing 
when calls come in, whether 
it's the middle of the night or 
the middle of the workday. The 
department also meets on two 
evenings each month, once to 
maintain the station's trucks and 
equipment and once for training.
 CHVFD Assistant Chief 
Aaron Despres says he struggles 
to participate in all department 
activities. He has small children 
and runs his own businesses. He 
tries to attend the training nights 
and respond to emergency calls 
at a minimum, but says he often 
finds he isn't able to make the 
trainings.
 Others find they can't 
participate at all. Sven Pulsifer 
stepped down after several years 
of active duty with the department 
when his daughter was born four 
years ago. He says he plans to 
return when he has more time.
 Department members 
emphasize that they also need 
volunteers for less time-intensive 
roles. Driving a truck or ambulance 
requires just one weekend course. 
The department could also use 
help managing its social media 
accounts, for instance, and help 
on maintenance nights.
 Age and time commitments 
are not the only reasons members 
decide to step back. Sean Ruel 
started volunteering in 2016, 
about a year after moving to 
Harpswell. He says he enjoyed 
his six-month training at the 
fire academy, but his time with 
CHVFD was not rewarding. 
His only interactions with the 
department were responding to 
calls and attending maintenance 
and training nights. He didn't 
feel a sense of engagement or 
community with the other 
members. "It asks a lot and it 
didn't give back very much," Ruel 
says.
 Several longtime CHVFD 
members say they know what 

Ruel means. But many also say 
that building community or 
socializing within the department 
are not their reasons for 
volunteering. "I don't have any 
expectation or desire for that," 
says Wood.
 But it was something else that 
made Ruel finally step down. 
He describes receiving a radio 
call to check a smoke alarm just 
after he got home from a long 
day of work. After driving to the 
station to join other firefighters 
on the truck, they arrived to find 
a malfunctioning alarm system in 
a large, unoccupied oceanfront 
home. Ruel says in that moment 
he felt like his volunteer work 
was being taken advantage of by 
people who weren't as interested 
in his community.
 The department has been able 
to recruit two new members in 
the last two years. One, Camden 
Galvin, joined as an EMT in April 
2021, and this summer finished 
his firefighting course. Galvin, 
21, also works as a part-time 
firefighter in Durham, and hopes 
to have a career in emergency 
services. He says he'd like to 
keep volunteering with CHVFD 
as long as he lives in Harpswell. 
But Wallace says the department 
needs to get two new firefighters 
and two new EMTs each year to 
maintain an effective roster.
 Harpswell has three fire 
volunteer fire departments, 
which operate independently 
of the town and of one another. 
Each has struggled at times 
with recruitment and retention. 
Harpswell Fire Administrator 
Arthur Howe says the long driving 
distances between different parts 
of the town necessitate having 
separate stations.
 The town hired Howe in 
2017 to address problems with 
daytime fire response times. 
He has worked to put two paid 
firefighters on duty between 6 

a.m. and 6 p.m. on weekdays, 
who can augment the volunteer 
response. Those firefighters 
respond to calls, but spend 
their shifts at the Orr's Island 
and Harpswell Neck stations, 
which have more amenities than 
Cundy's Harbor.
 The town now also purchases 
trucks, which can cost hundreds 
of thousands of dollars each, for 
each of the departments, and 
helps pay for some operating 
costs. And it contracts Mid Coast 
Hospital to keep a paramedic at a 
Mountain Road station 24/7.
 Howe says if current trends 
continue, it may one day make 
sense for the town to hire full-
time firefighters. But that would 
be a significant financial burden 
for the town. To maintain 24/7 
staffing with just one firefighter on 
duty would cost about $350,000 a 
year, he estimates.
 The CHVFD is trying to 
make sure people know it needs 
more help. Wallace says the 
department has just started using 
Facebook to advertise some of the 
positions available to volunteers. 
Last year the department also 
began exploring the possibility of 
building a new, larger firehouse. 
The current station has no space 
for volunteers to gather or spend 
their downtime, and Wallace 
thinks that could help recruit and 
retain members.
 A 2018 renovation of the Orr's 
Island Fire Station, where Wallace 
is also chief, added a gym and a 
dayroom with a TV. Assistant 
Chief Sean Hall says that has 
helped to create more interest in 
volunteering. The department 
has grown its membership from 
about 10 to about 30 in the last 
few years.
 Hall says the OBIFD has also 
been developing new volunteer 
roles, like directing traffic or 
organizing tools at the scene 
of a fire. "We've tried to create 
a culture where there is a job 
for everybody," Hall says. And 
following national models, the 
department has also started 
discussing a junior firefighting 
program with Mt. Ararat High 
School.
 Despres says OBIFD's recent 
successes could be a roadmap 
for his department. He thinks 
CHVFD is on the right track to 
building an effective roster of 
responders for the town. "I'm 
optimistic we can turn it around," 
he says.
 Sam Lemonick is a freelance 
reporter. He lives in Cundy's 
Harbor. ⚓
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BY ED LEVINE
 Ron Webber was working for 
the town of Brunswick in 1962, 
trying to support his wife and 
children on $38 a week in take-
home pay.
 At the suggestion of a friend, 
he decided to try making some 
extra money pumping septic 
tanks. He bought a small dump 
truck, outfitted it with a portable 
tank and began serving clients 
in Harpswell and neighboring 
towns. About a year later, he 
decided to make it a full-time 
venture.
 Now, 60 years later, the 
company he founded, R.A. 
Webber & Sons Inc., is a local 
institution, providing septic and 
excavation work throughout the 
area.
 "This community has 
supported us for 60 years. That's 
a good feeling," said Ron's oldest 
son, Duane Webber, who now 
runs the company out of the 
home he grew up in on Cundy's 
Harbor Road.
 To mark the occasion, R.A. 
Webber hosted a big anniversary 
party in late June, inviting not 
only customers but everyone 
in town. Hundreds of people 
attended the event, held under 
a tent at Cook's Lobster & Ale 
House on Bailey Island.
 "It's good to give back to the 
community that has given you 
a way of life," Duane said. "We 
all benefit from the community 
support."
 Duane, 61, was too young 
to remember the early years 
of the business, but does recall 
when his father got his first 
real pumper truck in 1965. He 
also remembers occasionally 
skipping classes as a young boy 
and joining his father in the 

"honey wagon" as he traveled the 
region pumping septic tanks.
 "We went everywhere, from 
Yarmouth to Boothbay," Duane 
said. "That was an education."
 The pumper truck was 
followed by a dump truck, 
then more vehicles, backhoes 
and eventually excavators of all 
sizes as the company branched 
out from septic service to 
installation and all types of 
excavation work. Today, the 
company also digs foundations, 
installs driveways, removes 
ledge, stabilizes shorelines and 
performs other earth-moving 
work.
 For the past two years, R.A. 
Webber has plowed Harpswell's 
public roads under contract 
with the town. Duane said a 
small but experienced team, 

including himself, does the 
plowing, which will continue 
through this coming winter.
 Founded as a family business, 
the company has remained that 

way, with Ron and his wife, 
Mim, running the operation 
for decades. Duane and his 
younger brother, Mike, then 
ran the business together until 
three years ago, when Mike left 
to form his own company, Mike 
Webber Enterprises Inc.
 "This is pretty much the only 
place I ever worked," Duane 
said.
 Ron Webber died at the age 
of 74 nine years ago. Mim now 
lives about a mile down the road 
from the former family home. 
The business moved from the 
house's basement in the early 
years to the full building, since 
renovated into office space.
 The company now has about 
25 employees, including Duane's 
son, Thomas, and a nephew, 
Kyle.
 While much of the Webber 
crew is young, there are some 
longtime employees. Duane 
Webber said he grew up with 
many of the workers, including 
Cundy's Harbor resident Walter 
Lucas. Since retired, Lucas began 
working for the company in the 
early 1970s and learned to drive 

on the company's vehicles, even 
taking a truck for his driving test 
as a teenager, when he became 
the youngest person in Maine 
to hold a commercial driver's 
license. He would then take the 
truck with him to school so he 
could get right to work after his 
classes ended, Duane said.
 "We've got a bunch of really 
awesome guys — a really good 
crew," Webber said.
 He said many of the employees 
are from the community and 
much of the business is done in 
Harpswell, where the geography 
and the weather can present 
challenges.
 "Harpswell is a unique place 
to work because it's mostly 
unstable soil," Webber said. "I 
wish I kept a journal of all the 
crazy stuff that happened."
 "It's a wonderful town with 
so many wonderful people," he 
said. "It's rewarding to be part of 
this town."
 Ed Levine is a veteran reporter 
and editor at newspapers and 
websites in southern New England 
and the New York region. He now 
lives on Orr's Island. ⚓
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R.A. Webber & Sons celebrates 60 years in business

Duane Webber (right) greets former R.A. Webber & Sons employee Walter 
Lucas during the business's 60th anniversary party at Cook's Lobster & Ale 
House, Bailey Island, June 24. (STEVE PHILLIPS/R.A. WEBBER & SONS PHOTO)
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BY ETHAN GENTER, 
BANGOR DAILY NEWS
 An Arizona lobster drive-
thru business that touts a $9.99 
lobster roll has purchased a 
Bailey Island wharf with the 
intent to cut out the middleman 
and maintain its extremely low 
price point.
 Angie's Lobster said in early 
July that it bought a wharf on 
Bailey Island and started a 
lobster processing operation 
in Maine. The move, which the 

company claims is designed to 
offset inflation, is a rare example 
of an out-of-state company 
attempting to create a vertically 
integrated business in the Maine 
lobster industry.
 Lobster rolls in Maine now 
regularly go for upward of $30, 
but Angie's co-founders Tony 
and Roushan Christofellis say 
they've invested $10 million 
and plan to build the "most 
efficient restaurant business the 
world has ever seen" by owning 
every step of the process and 
eliminating third parties 
wherever they can.
 The husband-and-wife duo 
had plans to buy directly from 
Maine lobstermen and process 

their own lobsters at some point 
in the future but decided to pull 
the trigger now as they try to 
get eight lobster drive-thrus in 
Arizona up and running in the 
next year.
 "The initial plan was to 
accomplish this within 10 years, 
but we couldn't wait," Tony 
Christofellis said in a statement. 
“(W)e had to take control of 
our destiny to accomplish our 
mission of making lobster 
affordable to everyone."
 The drive-thrus will have no 
seating, low operating costs and 
only two menu items: a lobster 
roll and fried lobster tail.
 The couple says they will do 
good for Maine fishermen by 

paying them "more for their 
catch and lowering the cost 
of fuel and bait," while also 
providing consistent revenue. 
Tony Christofellis said he'd do 
that by selling both fuel and bait 
at cost and without the markups 
that most wharfs have.
 "We didn't buy the wharf to 
be a profit center," he said.
 While some out-of-state 
companies own wharfs in 
Maine, it is unusual for an out-
of-state restaurant business to 
also start a buying station and 
a processing facility in the Pine 
Tree State.
 In fact, that top-to-bottom 
approach is rare in the highly 
segmented Maine lobster 

business.
 "Being vertically integrated is 
uncommon in this industry," said 
Marianne LaCroix, executive 
director of the Maine Lobster 
Marketing Collaborative.
 The only other company 
with a similar business practice 
that LaCroix could recall is 
Luke's Lobster. That company 
purchases and processes lobster 
in Saco for its restaurants on 
both the East and West coasts.
 Lobster is commonly 
purchased from lobstermen by 
buyers and dealers at wharfs. The 
buyers and dealers then usually 
sell the crustaceans to food 
service companies, restaurants 
or other distributors.
 Some wharfs have their own 
on-site restaurants and may ship 
lobsters directly to customers. 
Other wharfs have their own 
processing plants. But it's rare 
for an out-of-state restaurant 
to have its own wharf and 
processing facility.
 This article appears in the 
Harpswell Anchor through a 
news-sharing agreement with the 
Bangor Daily News. ⚓

Flight Deck
Brewing

Wood-Fired Pizza, Craft Beer & Wine
Family & Dog Friendly

FLIGHTDECKBREWING.com
(207) 504-5133

PIZZA, BEER & GOOD TIMES
VISIT US ON BRUNSWICK LANDING

Arizona restaurant chain buys Bailey Island wharf

(207) 725-9802
lbretondesign@gmail.com

www.lynettebretondesign.com

SPOON CARVING with Lynette Breton

Creating beautiful wooden ware with one’s own hands can be an intoxicating endeavor.  
With the use of hand tools to craft a useful kitchen utensil, these one-day Saturday classes 

will have you walking away with a completed project, ready to be used in your kitchen.

Next class 8/6. Visit website for future schedules!

Black Sheep 
Wine and Beer Shop

Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10-5

105 Mountain Road
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-725-9284
www.blacksheepwine.com

Gift baskets
Wine Beer Cheese Chocolate
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 Set to arrive with tax bills around 
mid-August, a survey by the town's 
Mitchell Field Committee will seek 
guidance on the future of the property.
 The town will mail the survey 
with tax bills and post it on the town 
website, harpswell.maine.gov.
 George J. Mitchell Field boasts 120 
acres and a half-mile of waterfront. 
Mitchell Field Committee Chair Spike 
Haible called the property "the largest 
open space in town" and "one of the 
largest remaining open spaces on the 
Maine coast." The federal government 
transferred the former U.S. Navy fuel 
depot to the town in 2001.
 The committee wants a 
performance review and direction on 
key questions.
 "What do you like? What don't 
you like? And what do you think 
about the future?" Haible said.
 The survey contains seven 
sections, A-G.
 Section A asks how often 
respondents come to Mitchell Field 
and what they do there, such as 
walk a dog or attend a concert at the 
bandstand. If they rarely or never 
come, it asks why.

 Section B asks about activities at 
Mitchell Field. Respondents can rate 
the property from "not so good" to 
"very good" for a range of activities, 
such as walking and swimming. The 
section asks what respondents like 
most and least about Mitchell Field, as 
well as what they would do to improve 
it.
 Section C inquires about parking 
and roads — where respondents park, 
how often they can find space to park, 
whether they want more parking, 
and whether they feel unsafe around 
vehicles on the access road or at the 
waterfront.
 Section D solicits opinions about 
the property's dog policy, which 
requires dogs to be on leash from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and under owner 
control at all times.
 Section E, the most extensive part 
of the survey, polls the community 
on possible improvements at the 
property.
 First, respondents can rate how 
likely they would be to use possible 
future additions, such as basketball 
or pickleball courts, a bicycle or 
skateboard park, a dog park, an 
ice skating rink, nature trails or a 

playground. Respondents can add 
their own ideas.
 The section asks if the town should 
add moorings in Middle Bay, off the 
shore of Mitchell Field. The town 
has eight moorings in the area, with 
requests for more.
 Next, Section E asks if respondents 
would use a boat launch at Mitchell 
Field. The town has secured a 
matching grant for the construction 
of a launch.
 A fifth question in the section 
asks for thoughts on the future of the 
administration building — the large 
building across from the beach, which 
has an attached garage. Haible sees 
the question about the building as the 
survey's most important.
 "The building is currently vacant 
and in need of repairs. The garage is 
used for storage," the survey states. 
"A local donor has offered to fund 
renovation of the building but not the 
garage."
 To facilitate use of the building, 
the town would need to put in a 
septic system and well, as well as 
more parking. But demolition of 
the building and construction of 
a new one "would require similar 
expenditures," the survey says.

 Respondents can indicate whether 
they prefer to renovate the building 
for town and community use; make 
short-term repairs and keep the 
building for future use; demolish the 
building and use the site for open 
space, more parking and permanent 
restrooms; or demolish the building 
and build a smaller one for waterfront 
and community use.
 The last question in Section E asks 
about available space in the Marine 
Business District at Mitchell Field, 
currently home to the Running Tide 
kelp and oyster hatchery. The options 
are to recruit an additional business, 
develop the space for town use or 
keep it as open space.
 Section F asks for information 

about the respondent's residency, age 
and household. Finally, Section G 
asks, "Is there anything else you would 
like to tell us about Mitchell Field?"
 Those who want to learn more 
about Mitchell Field before filling out 
the survey can find the 2007 Mitchell 
Field Master Plan, a 2020 update to 
the plan and other information on 
the Mitchell Field page at harpswell.
maine.gov.
 The survey takes about 10 minutes 
to fill out. Respondents can complete 
it online or complete a paper copy, 
then drop it off at the Town Office, 
either at the front desk or in the drop 
box outside; or mail it to Town of 
Harpswell, P.O. Box 39, Harpswell, 
ME 04079. ⚓

Worship services: Sunday 10 a.m., 917 Harpswell Neck Road, 833-6026 

Elijah Kellogg 
Church

welcomes all!

For more information about this For more information about this 
historic Congregational church historic Congregational church 

(including available Sunday (including available Sunday 
school and nursery care) and to school and nursery care) and to 
see our upcoming events, go to see our upcoming events, go to 

elijahkelloggchurch.orgelijahkelloggchurch.org

DANCING UNDER THE STARS
CARIBBEAN NIGHT with DINNER

Orr's Bailey Island Fire Dept Fundraiser

Wednesday, August 10, 2022, 6:00 - 10:00 pm 
At the Orr's Bailey Island Fire Department and School House

1600 Harpswell Islands Rd, Orr's Island, ME

Dance under the stars to the music of Stream Reggae, Maine’s premier reggae band.

Dinner includes Caribbean pork w/plantains and squash in peanut sauce, jerk chicken, 
rice & beans, salad and dessert. BYOB. Water and lemonade provided.

Tickets $100 per person. Purchase at www.obifd.org or on OBIFD facebook page. 
Advance purchase recommended. There may be additional tickets available at the 

door. You may call Jan Skillings-Goff the evening of the event to see if tickets are sold 
out at (978) 530-6417. Ticket price is tax deductible. 
Proceeds benefit the OBIFD volunteer fire and rescue. 

Colorful Caribbean attire encouraged!
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-- from an Anchor reader

Steadfastness

Mitchell Field survey seeks guidance on property's future

The Mitchell Field Committee hopes a forthcoming survey will give it di-
rection on the future of the property, including the vacant administration 
building. (REBECCA NORDEN-BRIGHT PHOTO)
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BY CONNIE SAGE CONNER
 It’s been more than two years 
since Julie Dimperio Holowach died 
in a shark attack off Mackerel Cove in 
Harpswell.
 She will never be forgotten by 
the many who loved and admired 
her. Now, her legacy of giving will 
live on, thanks to a scholarship to be 
given annually to a young woman 
graduating from Mt. Ararat High 
School.
 "Julie was amazing and she made 
such an impression on everybody," 
said Sandy Thulis, a longtime Bailey 
Island neighbor. "After a year, I didn't 
want her memory to die. I came up 
with the idea about a scholarship. 
Patti (Neuhof) jumped forward and 
said she wanted to help — neither 
one of us had done fundraising." 
They worked for months with the 
Maine Community Foundation. 
Now, tax-deductible donations can 
be made to the foundation in Julie's 
name.
 A scholarship "seemed like 

something that would be right and 
something she would want," said 
Thulis, because Julie supported and 
encouraged other women. "You think 
back on your life and the people who 
affected you in a myriad of ways. She 
made you feel good about yourself."
 A marathoner and triathlete, Julie 
was swimming with her daughter on 
July 27, 2020, when the great white 
shark attacked. Julie, 63, was wearing 
a black wetsuit and the shark may 
have mistaken her for a seal. It was 
the only fatal shark attack in Maine 
history.
 Julie's friends describe her as 
encouraging, generous, supportive 
and kind. Once, she gave a group of 
friends the book, "The Boy, the Mole, 
the Fox and the Horse." Neuhof said 
it's a story about different characters 
finding themselves through their 
relationships and friendships.
 What set Julie apart was "her 
generosity of spirit, her energy, her 
active listening, her magnetism," 
said Neuhof. "She touched so many 

people."
 Julie and her husband, Al 
Holowach, both grew up in the 
Bronx, New York. Julie graduated 
from the Fashion Institute of 
Technology in New York and retired 
as president of Kipling, a handbag 
and luggage company. The couple, 
who had been together for 38 years, 
spent a few months a year in Naples, 
Florida, "to get out of the cold," but 
Harpswell was home, said Holowach.
 "She felt we were very fortunate 
having what we have and gave to the 
less fortunate," said Holowach. "Not 
bad for two kids from the Bronx," 
Julie would tell her husband. 
 The Julie Dimperio Holowach 
Scholarship Fund's annual $1,500 
award will go to a young woman 
graduating from Mt. Ararat High 
School who attends a four-year 
college.
 To donate, mail a check to the 
Maine Community Foundation, 245 
Main St., Ellsworth, ME 04605. Make 
the check payable to the foundation 
and write “Julie Dimperio Holowach 
Scholarship Fund” in the memo line.
 To donate online, go to mainecf.
org and click the "Give Now" button. 
On the donation page, select "Other" 
from the drop-down menu and 

type "Julie Dimperio Holowach 
Scholarship Fund" in the field 
provided.
 For more information, contact 
Thulis at skthulis@gmail.com or 
Neuhof at pneuhof@comcast.net. 
Donations will ensure the scholarship 

continues for years and may provide 
for a second scholarship, noted Thulis 
and Neuhof.
  Said Chris Tomasino, another 
friend, "Julie was a peach and 
she would love that local girls are 
benefiting from her legacy." ⚓

Rick & Jane Meisenbach
207.841.9863 • Rick.Meisenbach@raveis.com

With inventory at historic lows, there has never been a 
better time to sell. If you want to learn about how 

today's market has increased your home's value, just give us a call.

Timeless Values for a Changing World

Extraordinary coffee, 
freshly roasted in 
Harpswell, Maine

www.MosesDyerCoffee.com
207-319-1620

Multi-Family 
Yard Sale

Saturday Aug. 20th
923 Harpswell Neck Rd

9 am - 1 pm
No early birds!

Please park in the lot in front 
of our house, across from the 

meetinghouse

* Toys, craft  supplies, house-
hold items, clothes, books, 
something for everyone! *

Ancient Mariners Ruth Weiss, 96, and Herb Weiss, 103, on 
their 36-foot trawler, Ancient Mariners, at Dolphin Marina in June. The 
Weisses have sailed more than 40,000 miles. They keep their boat in 
Portland and cruise the Maine coast in the summer. After a few days in 
Harpswell, the couple headed to Penobscot Bay. The couple is buying 
a bigger boat, a 41-foot American Tug, which they will christen Ancient 
Mariners II. The name is a nod to "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," 
the poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. (CONNIE SAGE CONNER PHOTO)

Ruth Weiss, 96, prepares to tie up Ancient Mariners as it arrives at Dolphin 
Marina in June with Herb Weiss, 103, at the wheel. (CONNIE SAGE CONNER PHOTO)

New Holowach Scholarship will support Mt. Ararat girls
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BY DOUG WAR R EN
 Mount Washington, which 
one can see on a clear day from 
high points in Harpswell, looms 
large in Clint Cunningham's 
childhood memories.
 His father, Charles "Chuck" 
Cunningham, owned the 
Bates and Cunningham Volvo 
dealership, now Goodwin's 
Volvo, and pursued his passion 
for racing on tracks all over the 
East Coast. But the Climb to the 
Clouds, a car race up the Mount 
Washington Auto Road, was 
always Chuck's favorite.
 "It was just a part of our life 

growing up," recalled Clint, 
known to his family and friends 
in Maine as "Buddy." "It was 
special to have an auto racer in 
the family and we got to do all 
the other fun stuff in the area 
when we went with him to a race. 
It was a really positive part of my 
childhood."
 Now known as the Subaru 
Mount Washington Hillclimb, 
the Climb to the Clouds was first 
held in 1904. It ran sporadically 
until 1961, when Chuck won his 
class driving an Austin-Healey 
Sprite. He drove the race again in 
1990, at the age of 63, beating his 

1961 time by three minutes.
 Chuck's accomplishments 
prompted Clint to follow in 
his father's tire tracks up the 
Northeast's highest peak, but in 
his own way — on foot.
 "If my father hadn't been the 
person he was, I never would 
have considered doing it," Clint, 
now 69, said during an interview 
at his family's summer home 
on Bailey Island. "I remember 
sitting here with my father and 
some of his friends and one of his 
buddies observed that I'd never 
expressed interest in car racing. 
My father replied, 'My son races 
with his feet.'"
 The run up the Auto Road, 
officially known as the Northeast 
Delta Dental Mount Washington 
Road Race, is a unique event in 
running circles. There's only 
one hill — 6,288 feet high with 
an average grade of 12% over 
7.6 miles. The top of Mount 
Washington is home to some 
of the most extreme weather in 
the world. But more on that in a 
minute.
 According to the event's 
official history, "Credit for 
the first timed run up Mount 
Washington goes to George 
Foster, who performed the feat 
in 1904 when he was a medical 
student, to impress his friends. 
He completed the climb in 1:42 
— faster than any automobile 
had ever made the trip. In 
1936, some of Foster's friends 
organized a Mount Washington 
road race in his honor. Twelve 
runners finished."
 The race was held sporadically 
until 1966 (Johnny Kelley, of 
Boston Marathon fame, was the 
winner in 1961) and has been 
held annually since then. This 
year's event was run on June 18. 
After failing to win a randomly 

selected spot in the field of 1,300 
runners for several years, Clint 
got lucky this year after making 
a donation to the race sponsor, 
Delta Dental.
 Or so he thought.
 Clint, who grew up in 
Topsham and graduated from 
Brunswick High School in 1971, 
was not born to run. He attended 
Wheaton College in Illinois 
until he enlisted in the Navy and 
served for six years. He lived 
in California for several years 
before moving to Michigan, 
where he completed his degree 
at the University of Michigan 
and then met his wife, Denise. 
They both worked in the hotel 
industry for many years before 
retiring and today live in Grand 

Blanc, Michigan, a suburb of 
Flint.
 His parents bought the Bailey 
Island house in the 1990s, but 
Harpswell had been a part of 
Clint's life long before then. His 
father's boat, the Manderley, 
was moored in Mackerel Cove 
and the family enjoyed all the 
highlights of Harpswell summers 
in the 1950s and 1960s — the 
Bailey Island Tuna Tournament, 
dinners at Cook's and days at the 
local beaches. "We loved every 
minute of it," he said.
 Running didn't enter Clint's 
life until he was well into his 
50s. And he took it up only 
after experiencing a medical 
nightmare.

ODOM
On Demand Office Management

Trusted by local businesses as 
an expert in bookkeeping, bill 
paying and invoicing 
with over 15 years 
of experience.

Brandy Moores, M.B.A, M.S.

207-751-9931

odomofmaine@gmail.com

Now Accepting New Clients

Challenging Mount Washington links father and son with Harpswell ties

continued on next page

Chuck Cunningham smiles with the winner's trophy after a stock car 
race in 1951. (CUNNINGHAM FAMILY PHOTO)

Get on the water with 
H2Outfitters this summer!

Enjoy     

Kayak & Stand up Paddle-Board Rentals

Guided Kayak Tours

maine   

Instructional Workshops

Camping Trips

Inn to Inn Adventures 

And much more! 

www.h2outfitters.com(207) 833-5257
 

Orrs Island, Maine  

We take fun 

seriously!
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 "In 2006, I was diagnosed with 
a malignant ocular melanoma," 
he explained. "It was affecting my 
vision and my doctor said, 'That 
eye has to come out.'" After the 
surgery, Clint said, he was feeling 
"bewildered and kind of down." 
A couple of friends in Michigan 
said he needed something to help 
him snap out of it. "Why not try 
running?" was the suggestion.
 It turned out to be a life-
changer.
 Clint had never really run 
before, but he joined a running 
group for beginners and adopted 

the interval running techniques 
popularized by Olympic runner 
Jeff Galloway. "I would run for 
two minutes and then walk for 
a minute and then run three and 
walk one. It made it seem easier," 
he said. He entered the popular 
10-mile Crim Race in Flint 
and was sobbing with joy and 
emotion when he finished it.
 Now, running is a huge 
part of Clint's life. He travels 
with friends to races across the 
country and has completed four 
marathons. His fastest time is 5 
hours, 18 seconds. But the white-
capped whale of the Mount 

Washington race was always out 
there — a unique challenge with 
close family ties.
 Clint trained with a lot of 
hill work in anticipation of the 
race on June 18. He carefully 
considered the layers of clothing 
he'd need to combat the varying 
conditions on the mountain. 
He arranged for John Ranger, a 
childhood friend, to drive to the 
summit with a change of clothes 
and to give him a ride back down.
 But nothing could prepare 
him, or the rest of the runners, 
for what the mountain had in 
store.
 On race day, the top of Mount 
Washington was experiencing 
75- to 80-mph winds with 
blowing ice and snow. (That 
night, a hiker from Massachusetts 
was rescued on the other side 
of the mountain, about a mile 
from the summit, and later 
died of hypothermia.) The race 
organizers made the difficult 
decision to shorten the race to 
4 miles for only the second time 
in the history of the event. After 
crossing the finish line, runners 
had to reverse course and run or 
walk the 4 miles back to the base 
of the mountain.
 "They did the best they could," 
said Clint. "They kept the safety 
of the runners at the forefront. 
For me, I wanted to race to the 
top, but I can tell you it was a 
really challenging 4 miles."
 The winds came in gusts, 
along with misty rain and heavy 
fog, so the scenic views were 
negligible. "I had four layers of 
clothing on and was still totally 
freezing my ass off," Clint 
recalled. He finished the 4 miles 
in 1 hour, 9 minutes. Two weeks 

before, he had run a 4-mile race 
in 34 minutes.
 Ultimately, out of the 983 
runners who started, Clint 
finished 845th, with an age-
graded ranking of 695th. ("That's 
what I'm telling my friends," 
he joked.) He raised $540 for 
indigent dental care and had an 
experience he'll never forget.
 "I'm glad I did it. It really 
was a challenge for me," Clint 
said. "Would I do it again? You 

never say never and eventually 
I'll forget how hard it was. If the 
weather was great, I'd do it again. 
As I know from those days racing 
with my dad, the summit is the 
most beautiful part."
 Doug Warren, of Orr’s Island, 
retired from a career as an editor 
at the Portland Press Herald, 
Miami Herald and Boston Globe. 
He serves as vice president of 
the Harpswell News Board of 
Directors. ⚓

continued from previous page

Want to take the Anchor 
home with you?

Send us your out-of-town address and what 
months you’d like the paper mailed: 

janice@harpswellanchor.org or 207-504-4428.

Mailed subscriptions are free and supported by 
tax-deductible gifts. Let Janice know if you’d like to 

make a donation as well.

And thank you!

Art by Joanne Tarlin    Paintings on view this summer: 

John J. Moakley U.S. Courthouse Atrium Gallery, Boston, MA; 
Interiology, Watertown, MA; UMVA Gallery, Portland, ME

Studio Visit Appointments and Inquiries: 508-542-2115

 www.joannetarlin.com

Clint Cunningham displays his medal and other memorabilia from the 2022 
Northeast Delta Dental Mount Washington Road Race. (DENISE CUNNINGHAM PHOTO)
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BY JOANN GAR DNER
 Esther Root was a child 
of the 1920s, coming of 
age in that decade when 
women were abandoning 
19th-century values and 
embracing experience in often 
controversial ways. She was a 
scion of the Root family, a clan 
of high-achieving, sometimes 
eccentric individuals whose 
presence on Bailey Island dated 
back to the 1870s, when the 
Rev. George E. Adams and his 
wife visited from their parish 
in Brunswick. After he died, 
his widow, Helen Root Adams, 
engaged Thomas Merriman to 
build The Sea Shell, the first 
mission cottage on Sea Bank. 
Other cottages would follow, 
accommodating parishioners, 
family and friends.
 In 1894, Esther's mother, 
Elizabeth Sayles Root, 
purchased two large parcels 
on Sea Bank and proceeded to 
establish a summer home for 
the family. Following her death 
in 1922, her husband, Charles 
Towner Root, took over, 
expanding their holdings from 
Oceanside to Lowell's Cove, to 
Bass Rock and back again. It 
was a kind of paradise for the 
family, with opportunities for 
swimming, sailing, sunbathing 
and picnicking, all within the 
bounds of their own land.
 The Roots got along well 
with the islanders, doing what 
they could to preserve the 
flavor of this still-undiscovered 
outpost. In 1912, they 

conveyed a portion of their 
land for the establishment 
of the Bailey Island Library, 
and in 1910, when Charles T. 
carved out a lot for his sister 
Clara Burnham, he stipulated 
that nothing should be built 
on it that would obstruct the 
general view. Rights of way 
were established or confirmed, 
so that others could get where 
they needed to go. This was 
before the Cribstone Bridge 
was completed in 1928, when 
travel was done mostly by boat, 
cart or on foot, and the so-
called main road was a three-
lane dirt track — in spring, an 
impassable quagmire.
 Esther, or Tess, as she was 
called, grew up in a dual world, 
partaking both of the energy of 
the city and the rough beauty 
of coastal Maine. Winters were 
spent at the family home in 
New Jersey, later in New York, 
and summers at their cottage 
on Bailey Island. She traveled 
widely during her youth, but 
she always returned to Bailey 
Island.
 When Charles Root died in 
1938, he passed the property 
on to his children. This 
included their cottage Tektisi 
(Take-it-Easy), where Edna 
St. Vincent Millay had viewed 
Ragged Island from the porch 
and engaged Esther to buy it. 
The transaction was completed 
within two weeks.
 In 1947, Esther bought 
her own land at the south 
end of Bailey Island. The U.S. 

government had leased the 
property during World War 
II. It came with a bunkhouse, 
several outbuildings and two 
imposing concrete towers, 
visible from miles away. For 
years, Esther, her husband, 
Frank, and her children 
enjoyed this getaway. When she 
died in 1984, she left it to her 
sons and her daughter-in-law. 
The property remains in the 
family today.
 Esther Root Adams is 
remembered now as a friend 
of Edna St. Vincent Millay and 
as the wife, subsequently the 
widow, of Franklin P. Adams, a 
well-known journalist, as well 
as a frequent participant on 

the popular radio quiz show 
"Information Please." She, 
however, was more than just 
an associate of famous people. 
She was an accomplished 
pianist, an ardent feminist 
at a time when feminism 
was controversial, and, as I 
only recently discovered, a 
published author — all before 
she had reached the age of 23.
 Graduating from Smith 
College in 1915, she traveled 
to Paris, where she served 
as a relief worker during 
World War I, bringing the 
wounded back from the front 
and helping refugees find 
shelter, food, clothes and 
medical attention. She and a 

college friend wrote letters 
home about their experience, 
and, at the end of the war, 
collected them in a book, 
"Over Periscope Pond." Her 
aunt Clara Burnham, an author 
of numerous popular novels, 
introduced the volume, and 
Houghton Mifflin published 
it in 1918. "The letters reveal 
the spirit of feminine young 
America," Aunt Clara wrote, 
"a brave and self-sacrificing 
spirit which shines out through 
irrepressible youthful humor 
and vivacity."
 As a self-appointed female 
war correspondent, Esther 
wrote about the people she 
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encountered, the quirks and 
delights of the French language, 
and the trips she made in and 
around Paris with the hand-
cranked Ford her father had 
shipped over from America. 
To bring herself closer to 
her parents, she included 
references to home. Thus, the 
black sweater she brought with 
her was the one she wore at 
Bailey Island. The thick canvas 
sheets on her garret bed felt like 
"nestling down between two 
jibs of the good swordfisher, 
'Edmund Black.'" And the blue 
sky of a Paris summer was 
matched only by the blue sky at 
Bailey Island.
 These events all occurred 
before she met Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, before she 
occupied the apartment above 
her in Greenwich Village, 
before she married Frank and 
had children, before Millay 
married Eugen Boissevain and 
set her sights on Ragged Island. 
But they offer insights into the 
woman she would become, and 
they helped me understand the 
person I came to know as a 
friend.
 I had a certain youthful 

curiosity about the towers 
emerging from the south end of 
the island. Once or twice, I had 

set out to look at them, but had 
turned back at the "Private" sign 
placed at the entrance to the 

property. This time, however, 
I pressed on, believing that no 
one was home and convinced I 
wouldn't bother them anyway. 
But fate wouldn't have it. Soon 
I heard a car rumbling up the 
road and saw the dust clouds 
rising from its tires.
 Should I try to hide or stand 
and take my punishment? 
A principled adolescent, I 
decided to stand. The driver 
appeared to be a woman in her 
70s with large bifocals, but very 
much in control of her vehicle. 
She stopped, rolled down her 
window and asked pleasantly: 
"What's your name?" and 
"Where do you live?" I answered 
truthfully. She paused. Then, 
much to my surprise, she asked 
me to come to tea!
 Of course, I went. Other 
teas followed. They evolved 
into happy hours and dinners, 
which she would prepare. We 
would sit on the lawn and chat 
about her children, French 
culture, my literary ambitions. 
She asked if I had ever heard 
of Edna St. Vincent Millay. 
When I said no, she sent me 
home with Millay's "Collected 
Poems." "We'll talk about them 
next time," she said.

 I told her I wanted to be 
a writer. She said that after 
I graduated, she would let 
me write in Frank's studio. 
Later, chafing over college 
regulations, I went to Paris for 
a year of study. We exchanged 
letters, sometimes in the 
language we both had learned 
at school. Fifty-six years 
separated us, but we shared 
an enthusiasm for adventure 
and a kind of fearlessness that 
allowed us to attempt such 
things.
 After returning to the 
States, I visited her once in 
New York and learned that she 
was unwell. The letters stopped 
shortly thereafter, proving that 
life, unlike fiction, was not a 
neatly organized affair. I was 
about to return to Paris to 
teach English and do graduate 
work at the university. I needed 
to thank her for teaching me to 
believe in such possibilities. I 
never got the chance.
 For 39 years, Joann Gardner 
was an English professor at 
Florida State University. Now 
a freelance book reviewer, poet 
and essayist, she divides her 
time between Bailey Island and 
Tallahassee, Florida. ⚓

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
HIPP has published a new, expanded edition 
of our guide to invasive plants in Harpswell.  
It includes pictures to aid in identification 
and describes control measures — all in a 
convenient flip book format. To get a copy, 
visit our website at  
                           hippmaine.org 
 
 

Esther Sayles Root (right) with Marjorie Crocker in the author photo for 
"Over Periscope Pond: Letters From Two American Girls in Paris."
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BY BUTCH LAWSON
 "Do you have a temperature?"
 "Of course."
 "Well, why didn't you say 
something? We should get you 
tested."
 "For what?"
 "What else? The virus."
 "Why?"
 "Why? I heard you cough this 
morning and just now you blew 
your nose and then you said you 
have a temperature."
 "I inhaled some spit and choked 
on it this morning. Your chili always 
makes my nose run and everything 
has a temperature, including you. 
Do you mean fever?"
 "Oh, you know exactly what I 
mean."

 "Rarely."
 That was the fiction section 
of this column. What follows is 
nonfiction, except for the parts 
that aren't.
 I'm a literal kinda guy. I really 
dislike the mental gymnastics 
necessary to decipher some of the 
verbal hodgepodge that passes for 
communication among certain of 
our species. It seems that being 
imprecise in speech is a trendy 
affliction that grows ever worse 
as I grow ever older. However, 
unlike most impairments, this 
one should have been cured with 
a few junior high school English 
classes that tested for a working 
knowledge of our native language, 
American English. Failure should 
relegate the student to a summer 
program supervised by someone 
like my Aunt Shirley or Larry Hall 
or any of their generation. These 
folks spoke with precision and 
color, leaving no doubt about the 
message.
 Even though I (barely) 
graduated from high school, 
selflessly and firmly anchoring the 
bottom of my class, I have a fair 
grasp of the rules of grammar, as do 

most folks of my vintage. Spelling 
and vocabulary? Easy, compared 
with typing class. Diagramming 
sentences? Piece of cake, compared 
with Algebra 1. I couldn't climb 
that stupid rope in gym, but 
English class was 40 minutes of 
R&R. So, while I gave the subject 
neither effort nor attention, thanks 
to the gentle but firm teachings 
of Mrs. Dane, I am nevertheless 
able to effectively communicate 
with English speakers who are not 
teenagers. Most of the time.
 So, what in tarnation happened? 
I know a couple of English 
teachers, AP English teachers, 
who have launched a generation 
of well-taught young adults into 

the world. Yet, the public writings 
found online, in advertisements 
and on signs, in private 
communications and corporate 
reports — seemingly everywhere 
but in this publication — indicate 
a near-total absence of language 
accuracy. There's entertainment to 
be found in there, though.
 Occasionally, the written word 
is spelled phonetically with the 
local accent applied, as in a "three-
draw" cabinet. More often it's the 
homophone (it's OK, look it up) 
like "break pads" or "A/P flower," 
or the all-time favorite "their-
there" stumbler. Mostly, though, 
it's a simple spelling error. When 
I spell a word incorrectly, my 

bossy devices offer a rude pop-up 
suggesting that I should at least 
walk by a school at some point and 
to "CLICK HERE" to see if I have 
set a new internet standard for 
illiteracy. Letting the misspelled 
word go by then becomes 
deliberate, and really, I look like an 
idiot pretty often by accident as it 
is. I don't want to make it worse on 
purpose.
 It has been suggested that 
my failing eyesight and hearing 
are, in large measure, at fault for 
my perceptions of this matter, to 
which I say, "HA! FAT CHANCE!"
 So their.
 Butch Lawson is an observer of 
life. He lives on Bailey Island. ⚓
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BY K ATHY D'AGOSTINO
 August is here and that 
means only one thing in Maine: 
blueberry season. Those low-
dwelling beauties taste the 
absolute best and are one of the 
healthiest of fruits.
 I needed to find a great 
blueberry recipe. I was on a 
mission yet again.
 My story started with a trip 
to the Orr's Island Library. 
It's well known that librarians 
possess a wealth of information 
and Joanne Rogers is certainly 
no exception. I paid her a visit 
a while back and she began 
telling me about the many 
restaurants that adorned the 
shores of our lovely community 
in days gone by. The islands 
were a rather popular spot back 
then, as they are now. Most 
of those restaurants are long 
forgotten. They had names 
like The Square Deal, Land's 
End, Captain York, Dockside, 
Old Timer, Yale Shop, Pirate's 
Cove, Steamboat Wharf and 
Rock Ovens.
 Harpswell Neck had its 
share of eateries as well, despite 
not being connected to the 
islands back in the day. Among 
those eating establishments 
were Richard's, Sunset Farm, 
Vicarage, PotLuck, J. Hathaway, 
Estes, The Common Table and 

The Block and Tackle, which 
was in Cundy's Harbor.
 Joanne suggested I talk to 
her neighbors Georgene and 
Robert Schuster, the former 
owners of Rock Ovens. I paid 
them a visit and they were 
gracious enough to share their 
story.
 There is a building on the 
south end of the Cribstone 
Bridge on Bailey Island that 
has been a restaurant for 
more than 60 years. Within 
the last two decades it's been 
home to Jack Baker's Lobster 
Shanty, Estes II, Morse's 
Cribstone Grill and, presently, 
Sundrenched. But beginning 
in the early 1950s, it was the 
home of Rock Ovens.
 After rebuilding when a 
winter storm damaged the 
structure in the early 1970s, 
it continued operation until 
1979. Georgene Schuster's 
parents, Sumner and Mildred 
Whitney, were the original 
owners. In 1980, Georgene 
graduated from The Restaurant 
School of Philadelphia and 
came back to Maine to run the 
restaurant.
 Georgene brought a new 
vision to the area and offered 
dishes different from the 
traditional fried seafood. They 
offered chicken liver pate, 

escargot, oysters casino and 
baked stuffed lobster, along 
with many other fine entrees. 
There was always fresh-baked 
bread and desserts. Georgene 
ran the restaurant until 1990, 
then in 1991 they reopened 
as Rock Ovens Catering. She 
catered weddings and private 
parties.
 One of the most popular 
desserts on the menu 
throughout that time was her 
blueberry buckle. I found my 
recipe and it is outstanding. 
Mission accomplished.

BLUEBERRY BUCKLE

 Batter ingredients:
 2 cups flour
 3/4 cup sugar
 3/4 teaspoon salt
 2 teaspoons baking powder
 1/4 cup butter
 1 egg
 3/4 cup milk
 2 cups blueberries
 Topping ingredients:
 1/2 cup sugar
 1/2 cup flour
 1 teaspoon cinnamon
 1/3 cup butter (cold)

 Preheat oven to 350 
degrees and grease an 8-by-8 
baking pan well.
 Blend dry ingredients in 
a bowl. Mix egg and butter, 
then add sugar. Gradually stir 
in milk with flour mixture 
alternately and blend well. 
Fold blueberries carefully 
into the batter. Spoon mixture 
in pan evenly.
 Mix topping and cut in 
the butter until crumbly (use 
your fingers) then sprinkle 
topping over the batter evenly. 
Bake for 45-50 minutes until 
a toothpick comes out clean. 
Serve warm.
 We know the nutritional 
value of Maine's wild 
blueberries is superb, so I 
imagine a pinch of vanilla 
ice cream or fresh whipped 
cream on the side wouldn't 
hurt with this fabulous 
dessert. Enjoy!
 Cooking at 43° North, a 
program of Harpswell Aging 
at Home, brings Harpswell 
residents together for cooking 
programs, in person and 
online. Watch the Anchor 
calendar for listings.
 HAH always needs cooks for 
its Meals in a Pinch program, 
which provides nutritious 
meals to seniors in need of 
emergency assistance. For 
more information, contact Julie 
Moulton at 207-330-5416 or 
juliemoulton28@gmail.com. ⚓More OBIFD 

Fun to Come! 
 

Until August 7, 5 pm - On-Line Auction Go to 
OBIFD.org to register and bid in this year’s on-line 
auction.  We have a gorgeous rowing boat, good wine, 
fine art, and more!  Blueberry pie, anyone? 
 

August 10 - Dancing Under the Stars Check OBIFD.org 
for tickets and the special ad in this paper for details. 
 

Anytime this summer - Pavers! Honor a special 
person, event, or memory with a commemorative 
paver that will be installed at OBIFD’s Orr’s Island 
Campus.  Place your order at OBIFD.org. 
 

September 3, 3 - 8 pm - Car Show! Cars and trucks and 
motorcycles, emergency and military vehicles – bring 
your best to show or just come to admire the work of 
others! Our vintage truck will make an appearance, for 
sure.  A donation to OBIFD gets you in to join the fun. 
Cars (little ones!) and other motoring collectables for 
sale. T-shirts, too! A raffle? Of course. Check OBIFD.org 
or text Scott at (845) 551-7559 for more info. 

Cooking At 43° North: Buckle up, it's blueberry season

Blueberry buckle with vanilla ice cream. (KATHY D'AGOSTINO PHOTO)
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Betty Robbins
47 Washington Avenue, 

Bailey Island, Maine

207-833-6645



[ 24 ] August 2022 · HARPSWELL ANCHOR

BY ED ROBINSON
 Summer is a time for traditional 
activities, including picnics, water 
sports, camping and stargazing. I 
fondly recall soft evenings when you 
could romp in the grass barefoot, 
playing a late game of tag and 
begging Mom for ice cream cones 
or s'mores. We always kept a couple 
glass jars with screw-on lids handy 
in case our favorite bugs showed up. 
(Not the mosquitoes!) Right around 
dusk we could see the first flashes of 
light moving around the shrubs and 
flower gardens.
 We were chasing lightning bugs, 
those tiny creatures that flash a soft 
green or blue light as they slowly 
fly around in search of love. On a 
good night, if there was little wind 
and no rain, we could see hundreds 
of the insects floating and soaring 
around us. If you grew up in Maine 
or on the West Coast, you probably 
called them fireflies, but names like 
candlefly, lampbug and moonbug are 
also used. These delicate creatures are 
found in many parts of the temperate 
and tropical world. In places like 
Europe they are called glowworms.
 By any name, these delicate 
creatures are soft-bodied beetles, 
with more than 2,000 species 
identified so far, most of them 
capable of emitting light. The light 
is produced by a process known 
as bioluminescence, caused by 
the interaction of the compound 
luciferin with an enzyme called 
luciferase in the presence of oxygen. 
There are dozens of natural biological 
processes for bioluminescence in a 
variety of creatures — also popular 
are the tiny dinoflagellates that light 
up the ocean at night in places like 
famous Mosquito Bay in Vieques, 
Puerto Rico. Bioluminescence 
has also been harnessed for use in 
medical science.
 The lightning bugs you spot in 
evening flight are generally males, 
covering ground and flashing light 
from their abdomens in hopes of 
spotting an encouraging light from 
a female in the grass below. Each 
insect has its own pattern for light 
signals, with the color, number and 
duration of flashes, as well as the 
pauses between flashes, indicating 
its species. Evolution played a role 
here in that the light also serves 
as a warning that the lightning 
bug carries a mildly toxic steroid 
that is noxious to many, but not 
all, predators. Some males end 

up tangled in spiderwebs and the 
spiders have no trouble ingesting 
these tiny snacks. Certain female 
lightning bugs even use a false light 
signal to lure in males of other 
species so the females can dine on 
the hapless lover boys.
 Once the male finds a willing 
female, he must quickly approach 
her for breeding. Often, he must 
fend off other males, pushing and 
shoving with head, horns and 
feet, since the population contains 
relatively few females relative to the 
number of males. Mating itself can 
extend for hours as the male tries to 
prevent other males from getting in 
on the action in what scientists have 
termed "copulatory mate guarding." 
A few days after mating, the female 
lays her fertilized eggs on or just 
below the surface of the ground, 
where the larvae will spend the long 
months until the following breeding 
season.
 Lightning bugs are ancient 
creatures, with their remains having 
been identified in fossilized amber 
nearly 100 million years old. But 

human civilization has not been kind 
to these fragile creatures, and many 
species are now at risk of extinction. 
Draining and filling of wetlands has 
a significant impact on the ability 
of these beetles to breed, feed and 
survive during their larval stages. 
The conversion of open spaces to 
housing developments or industrial 
parks eliminates important habitat. 
Light pollution from buildings can 
disrupt courtship signaling and 
interfere with larval dispersal. As 
with many other insects, there is 

growing concern about the heavy 
usage of pesticides for agriculture 
and lawn care.
 Mankind has long recognized 
the delicate beauty of lightning bugs 
and their courtship displays are 
fascinating to children and adults 
alike. The insects have been revered 
in many cultures, with the Japanese 
creating special parks for celebrating 
the summer flights of fireflies. In my 
lifetime I have noticed a significant 
decline in the number of fireflies 

seen during a summer evening. Our 
challenge is to protect and preserve 
wildlife habitat so that children 
may always experience the joy of 
watching these tiny flashes of light in 
the night sky.
 Ed Robinson's latest book, "Nature 
Notes from Maine Vol. II: Puffins, 
Black Bears, Raccoons & More," 
is available from the Harpswell 
Heritage Land Trust. All profits 
support HHLT's conservation and 
public education efforts. ⚓

Harpswell Naturalist: 
Chasing moonbugs

Fireflies are also known as candleflies, lampbugs or moonbugs. (ISTOCK PHOTO)
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BY ER IN O'MAR A
 When I see too many birds 
gathered in one place, I think 
of Tippi Hedren in the phone 
booth. "The Birds" and real-
life bird experiences have left 
a mark. I remember childhood 
beach days at Reid State Park. 
An open cooler was a beacon 
to seagulls and it was hard to 
tell if they wanted to steal my 
PB&J or make an appetizer of 
my arm.
 I've been pooped on by birds 
more than once and, contrary 
to the superstition, nothing 
good has ever come from it.
 So, when my partner said 
he was putting up bird feeders, 
I let my love for him swell to 
push my bird ambivalence 
to the margins. I knew this 
day would come. He arrived 
complete with bird books, 
binoculars and a camera with 
a long lens. He can identify a 
bird, back-lit and flying away 

from him, with barely a glance. 
His morning alarm is recorded 
birdsong that rises in volume 
until he finally turns it off.
 One feeder turned to two 
and then six. There are regular 
seed dispensers, one that 
holds syrup and another for 
fresh orange halves. I even 
helped him build birdhouses to 
complete the backyard BB&B 
(bird bed-and-breakfast).
 Some days, the chirping, 
swirling chaos in the yard 
reminds me of a college frat 
party. I'm drawn to it. I'm 
curious but too intimidated to 
enjoy it. And there are more 
and more days when the birds 
are the gentle soundtrack to a 
lazy morning or chirpy work 
companions since my home is 
now my office. The birds are 
winning me over.
 Cardinals are a defiant 
splash of color against the cold 
and snow. Round-tummied 

robins march across the lawn 
at the first sign of spring. They 
seem both hopeful and grumpy, 
like kindhearted curmudgeons. 
The ducks, forgetting their 
wings, march up the hill from 
the water, looking like little 
boats with fat feet. They hang 
out, eat the seeds the other 
birds scatter, and take naps on 
the lawn.
 When the pair of Baltimore 
orioles who live on the other 
side of the street (yes, I even 
know where some birds nest) 
land on the orange, I scramble 
to take blurry pictures with 
my phone. I've started reading 
about how to encourage 
bluebirds to nest.
 I've come a long way with 
the birds, but not all birds. I've 
struggled to come up with the 
tiniest bit of warmth for crows. 
Then I saw a video on social 
media juxtaposing a crow and 
a man.  Spoiler alert: The crow 
comes out looking pretty good.
 At the top of a split screen, 
a man is unsuccessfully trying 
to put his suitcase into the 
overhead compartment of an 
airplane. The compartment 
is long and narrow, running 

horizontal to the ground. The 
man is holding his suitcase 
vertically, trying over and 
over to violate laws of matter 
and eighth grade geometry, 
banging the long sides of 
his luggage against the 
compartment edges. Finally, 
a flight attendant directs 
him to turn it, so the shape 
of the suitcase matches the 
compartment space, and it 
slides right in.
 At the bottom of the screen, 
a crow makes quick work of a 
kid's toy, matching blocks of 
different shapes to slots of the 
same shapes. The crow picks up 
the triangle piece and places it 
perfectly in the triangle space. 
The star and the cross are 
quickly oriented and dropped 
properly.
 Crows can solve complex 
problems that some human 
beings struggle with, and that 
made me think.
 Why do I think bluebirds are 
magical but crows strike terror 
in my heart? Is it the luck of the 
draw? Bluebirds got the Disney 
marketing machine and crows 
got Halloween and dried husks 
in desolate fields? If I could 

readjust my bird ambivalence 
to invite every seed-loving 
creature into my backyard, 
could I not learn to appreciate 
the crow?
 It's hard to see a crow and 
not believe they have a direct 
link to dinosaurs. With beady, 
darting eyes, a pointy beak 
and sharp talons, they look 
like efficient killing machines. 
There's a reason crows don't 
make the cover of fundraising 
brochures, but puffins do.
 But scientists say that 
crows can remember faces 
and distinguish one person 
from another. They remember 
kindness and have been known 
to drop off gifts. I wonder if 
they know my partner feeds 
them. I wonder if they can pick 
up on vibes, so they know that 
I often remind him when the 
feeders are empty.
 I've watched crows flying 
in formation around a hawk, 
badgering it until it leaves 
the sky over the yard, and 
I've thought, "Yup, crows are 
mean." But who am I to judge? 
It can't be easy living outdoors 
year-round, and in this dry 
summer, when my lawn is 
a toasted-to-golden brown, 
resources must be scarce. The 
hawk is a problem, and crows 
use teamwork to solve it for 
themselves and everyone else. 
The backyard chatter across 
species continues without a 
blip. Anyone who ever went 
to a college rager knows that 
a raucous party benefits from 
capable bouncers.
 The hours crows keep 
remain inconvenient and their 
"caw" as they plan breakfast 
will always be jarring. But 
now, I appreciate them. I'm 
glad they're here and if there's 
a possibility they could be 
smarter than me, I'd rather be 
on their good side.
 So when the first fingers of 
sunrise creep over the horizon 
to poke the crows awake, I say a 
sleepy "Good morning" to them 
before rolling over and falling 
into blissful slumber, dreaming 
of a future when crows are sent 
in to handle rowdy airplane 
passengers and streamline the 
boarding process.
 Erin O'Mara lives in 
Harpswell and serves on the 
Harpswell News Board of 
Directors. ⚓

Get Your Read On!

Open 7 Days a Week  
From 9 to 6

In the 
Topsham Fair Mall

BOOKS
CARDS
GIFTS
TOYS

OH MY!
207-805-2500
shermans.com

Never Not Amazed: Crows and the future of flying

Crows snack on birdseed in the columnist's yard. (ROGER ASCHBRENNER PHOTO)
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BY GR EGORY GR EENLEAF
 I bring a trash bag when I take 
my dog for walks along Cundy's 
Harbor Road. Once I found a giant 
empty Rubbermaid trash can in 
the ditch. I used that moment to 
teach my dog situational irony. 
Another time I found an iPhone 
that, by the looks of it, had spent 
the entire winter in suspended 
animation. It turned out to be 
permanent suspended animation. 
My most curious find was a pair 
of nice hiking poles lying among 
the weeds. I searched around for 
a body but never did find one. 
One morning I came across two 
dozen unused earplugs strewn 
along the side of the road and, 
the next day, emptied fireworks 

tubes. I once found a lobster trap 
whose green metal wire effectively 
camouflaged it among the ferns 
and from the lobster in the ocean 
a half-mile away. I've found tools 
like hammers, saws, and drill bits. 
And I've found frayed rope tied in 
all kinds of ways, but none tight 
enough to hold onto whatever it 
was lashed to.
 But of all the cans, bottles, 
hiking poles, boards, ropes, rubber 
gloves, broken pails, and Styrofoam 
packaging I've come across, the 
litter I treasure most is a plastic 
sandwich bag.
 When I picked up the 
sandwich bag, covered with dried 
mud and dots of black mold, I 
noticed someone had written on 
it a message in permanent black 
marker:
 Bolonga? + Cheese :)
 Thank you for being so amazing. 
I've finally found the person I'm 
going to spend the rest of my life 
with. You are forever safe and loved 
with me. My heart is 100% yours. 
I thank God every day for you. I 
can't wait to keep growing in love. 
Our life is going to be so b-e-a-u-t-
i-f-u-l. :) 

 Always + forever, love, 
(woman's first name)
 I'm very happily married. 
Still, the most magical words 
my wife has ever said to me on a 
sandwich bag are, and I quote, "w/o 
mustard." The message on this 
little bag communicates something 
bolder. It is a declaration of love, of 
commitment, a shared future. Like 
the speaker in Elizabeth Bishop's 
poem "The Fish," as I looked 
around me — at a tire just visible 
several yards into the woods, 
at a plastic bag firmly wrapped 
around a branch, at a beer bottle 
filled with tobacco juice, victory 
filled up my contractor's trash bag 
and everything became rainbow, 
rainbow, rainbow!

 Despite my epiphany, a 
menacing thought came to mind. 
Who had allowed this treasure to 
become trash? Was the sandwich 
eaten and the bag and the 
sentiments expressed carelessly 
flung out the window? Simply put, 
was the recipient an idiot? Some 
jerk to be ditched?
 Or maybe I'm too quick to 
judge and this "amazing" person 
walks along the roadside even 
now, desperately looking for the 
treasured words that the wind 
viciously pulled out of their hand 
while they were driving with the 
window down.
 If you haven't guessed already, I 
didn't place the sandwich bag into 
the mounds of trash I had picked 

up. Instead I brought it inside my 
house, lovingly washed it with soap 
and warm water, and placed it in 
my desk drawer. I don't know how 
long I'll keep it. Maybe I'm waiting 
for the beloved to nail photos of a 
sandwich bag on telephone poles 
around the neighborhood with 
a number to call "if found." Until 
they do, finders keepers — my 
treasure, which once masqueraded 
as trash, stays with me.
 Gregory Greenleaf lives in 
Harpswell and teaches high school 
English. He ascribes, prescribes and 
subscribes to many old-fashioned 
ideas, but especially Charles Dickens' 
observation that "There is nothing in 
the world so irresistibly contagious 
as laughter and good humor." ⚓

Support Harpswell Heritage Land Trust’s 
Forever Campaign! With your gift, 

together we can:
• Purchase the 57 acre Tondreau property on Great Island to create a 

new preserve and trail system.
• Grow our endowment to ensure the protection of our conserved 

lands for years to come.
• Bolster our acquisition fund so we can act fast when a high priority 

property goes up for sale. 

Make your donation before Labor Day to protect Harpswell’s natural 
areas forever! For more information, visit our website at 

www.hhltmaine.org or call us at 207-721-1121.

We are your local land trust, providing conserved 
land, trails, public access to the shore, and 
educational programs to all of Harpswell.

Open by appointment - or 
watch for the open flag!

Call 207-833-6081
31 Widgeon Cove Lane

Harpswell, Maine  04079
www.widgeoncove.com

Showing 
◊ handmade paper
◊ paintings
◊ jewelry
◊ mixed media
◊ sculpture

Lost on a Loop Trail: So b-e-a-u-t-i-f-u-l
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9 Vicarage Lane | Harpswell, Maine 04079

(207) 833-5480

Join the Vicarage Family! 
Apply at: thevicaragebythesea.com 

Call or Facebook message for more information.

WE ARE HIRING/
EXPANDING!!

• Competitive Wages
• Free CRMA and DCPA certifications
• Pay raise after completion of certifications
• Dental insurance
• Retirement plan
• Vacation time

• Holiday pay
• Year-end bonus
• Health Insurance

All Shifts
Available
6 am-2 pm
2 pm-10 pm

10 pm-6 am

Are You Seeking More Than 
Just A Job? Contact us!

Starting Pay $20+ an hour

Experience appreciated, but not required

Song sparrow with grub at Curtis Farm Preserve, July 16. (BROCK GRAHAM PHOTO)

A child plays in the water off the shore of Curtis Farm Preserve on July 13. (SARAH HOPKINS PHOTO)

A sailboat bobs on its mooring off Land’s End, Bailey Island, July 12. (BARRY COFLAN PHOTO)

This Week in Harpswell: July 9-17

 "This Week in Harpswell" is a project of the 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust. Every year, the 
Land Trust selects one week from each of the 
four seasons and invites photographers of all ages 
and experience levels to take to nature with their 
cameras.
 The Land Trust encourages photos of its preserves 
and trails, as well as people and pets outdoors, 
historic landmarks and the working waterfront.
 To participate, find dates at hhltmaine.org, 
then submit high-resolution images to photos@
hhltmaine.org. Include the photographer's name 
and a caption with the date and location.

Harpswell
Heritage Apples

Apple Trees Available to 
Plant Now

Classic Heritage trees and new/old 
Orrs-Bailey Islands trees: Baldwin, 

Black Oxford, Northern Spy and More

Heritage apples reflect more than three 
centuries of Harpswell and Maine his-
tory. Locally adapted trees with flavors 
that delight your taste buds deadened 

by super-market produce.

Robert McIntyre: 833-7870
Dorothy Rosenberg: 833-7870

Sharon Whitney: 841-8265
robertjmcintyre@hotmail.com
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About the photographer:

Jessica Picard, of Newcastle, works for the Maine Department 
of Labor, writing and photographing in her spare time. She 
previously worked as a journalist and photographer in Midcoast 
Maine and Massachusetts.

Spectators take in a fireworks show from lobster boats in Garrison Cove, Bailey Island, July 9. (JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)

Fireworks explode over Garrison Cove, Bailey Island, July 9. Cook's Lob-
ster & Ale House put on the display. (JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)
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AT&T in May after giving up on her 
hope that Verizon would join the new 
tower. 
 "I'd been with Verizon forever, 
probably 20 years," Barter said, 
despite consistent dissatisfaction with 
the reception. "The reception is much 
better since I switched," she added. "I 
get full 5G service."
 Serico, the Verizon spokesperson, 
said that "Verizon constantly invests 
in our network to deliver our 
customers the quality experience 
they expect and deserve."
 “Verizon uses a balanced 
approach to engineering the best 
possible network, given each local 

community's needs," Serico said in 
an email. "As part of this process, our 
engineers study existing data traffic 
and anticipated need to determine 
placement for small cells. We work 
over a significant period of time with 
each city and follow all applicable 
laws, including local requirements, to 
build and strengthen America's most 
reliable network."
 Kelsey Evans, an AT&T customer 
who lives on Orr's Island, said her 
reception has greatly improved since 
AT&T's Mitchell Field site went 
online.
 "Prior to it being built, I think I 
sometimes got one to two bars if … 
standing in the right spot in the house, 
but it was very spotty and temporary," 
Evans said. "Now I consistently get two 
or more bars anywhere in the house, 
which makes calls pretty reliable."
 Evans said she was used to relying 

on Wi-Fi in place of cellular reception, 
so it was a "pleasant surprise" when 
she discovered that she had reception 
in her home.
 Margaret Mayo, an AT&T 
customer who lives in South 
Harpswell, said that she has seen an 
obvious difference in service.
 "It is better," Mayo said. "I can have 
my phone outside of the house, like 
if I'm in the yard, and I can make a 
cellphone call or try to find a webpage 
with a lot less difficulty than I ever did 
before the tower was activated."
 "We're definitely happy and we're 
happy that we have AT&T because 
we have heard from other people that 
don't have AT&T that they wish that 
their provider would put something 
on the tower," Mayo added.
 Serico, the spokesperson for 
Verizon, declined to say if or when 
Verizon might reconsider its decision 

on the Harpswell tower.
 "We're constantly evaluating and 
planning regional network strategy 
for future network expansion," 
Serico said in an email. "That said, 
for competitive reasons, we're 
unable to comment on future build 
plans beyond what we've publicly 
announced or filed."
 A spokesperson for UScellular did 
not directly answer a question about 
whether the carrier would join the 
new tower.
 "At UScellular our top priority 
is providing an excellent wireless 
experience for our customers," said 
Tabatha McKay, area vice president 
and general manager for UScellular in 
New England, in an email response to 
an inquiry from the Anchor. "Our 4G 
LTE cell site in Harpswell currently 
provides strong coverage for our 
customers in the towns of Harpswell 
and Brunswick and along Routes 24 
and 123 in the area.
 "We regularly monitor our 
network to make continuous 
improvements, and we always look 
for opportunities to enhance our 
network services."
 The town of Harpswell leases 
the tower site to Blue Sky Towers, 
the owner of the tower. Town 
Administrator Kristi Eiane said the 
town does not have information 
about when or if more carriers will 
join the tower.
 "It seems like people are making 
decisions knowing that AT&T is 
up there at the moment and we 
don't have a timeline for when 
other carriers may come on," Eiane 
said. "The company that owns the 
tower, Blue Sky Towers, is actively 
seeking carriers and they will keep us 
informed when that happens, when a 
new one wants to come on."
 Construction on the 199-foot 

tower began in June 2021 at the site of a 
former water tower near the entrance 
to Mitchell Field. Blue Sky paid the 
town $35,000 upon completion of 
the tower and $22,200 for the first 
year of its lease, an amount that will 
increase by 2% each year. Under its 
agreement with the town, Blue Sky 
will pay another $35,000 each time it 
sublets space on the tower to another 
nationwide carrier.
 Several attempts by the Anchor to 
arrange an interview with a Blue Sky 
representative were unsuccessful.
 Eiane encourages residents 
to contact their carrier and ask 
them to join the Harpswell tower. 
A spokesperson for Verizon 
encouraged customers to call the 
company's customer service line, 
800-VERIZON, if experiencing 
issues with reception. ⚓

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Saints Chapel (Episcopal) 

9 Cooper Lane, Orr’s Island 

 
Eucharist & Sermon  

Sunday at 9:00 AM 

June thru September 

NatDIgsDIrt.com

STATE CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER

GRAVEL ROADS & GRADING
EROSION CONTROL

@merakiislandgallery

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Sunday 12-6

Closed Mondays

4 Fairhaven Lane, Harpswell, ME 04079

Discover Some Of The 

Finest Local Artistry 
In Beautiful Harpswell! 

gallery

+ jewelry 

+ pottery 

+ paintings 

+ gifts 

On the corner of Fairhaven Lane and Harpswell Neck Road

meraki.island@gmail.com

Verizon
From Page 1

The new cell tower at George J. 
Mitchell Field on Harpswell Neck 
hosts one carrier, AT&T, and at least 
one national carrier says it will not 
install equipment on the tower. 
(REBECCA NORDEN-BRIGHT PHOTO)
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Business Directory

Do you want your business to appear on 
this page in future issues?

It’s easy: just $40 and a business card!
Contact Janice

janice@harpswellanchor.org 
(207) 504-4428

Dustan Larsen & Hannah Beattie

Always buying quality 
vintage & antique items.

96 Maine Street, 
Brunswick, ME 04011

hatchonmaine@gmail.com
207-373-0567

44 Cushing St., Brunswick 
(207) 725-2726 

info@BipPrint.com 
 

PPrroouuddllyy  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  
aarreeaa  ssiinnccee  11997744  

Kyle Rosenberg-Owner
Maine Licensed-ISA Certified 

and Fully Insured Arborist

25 Year Professional

Structural Pruning of Trees and Shrubs 
Shoreland Consultation 

Invasive Insect and Disease Treatment
207-651-2861   www.ForestToShore.com

Iris Eats Maine

419 Harpswell

Islands Road

Harpswell, ME 04079

Elyse Dana

Chef & Owner

elyse@iriseatsmaine.com

iriseatsmaine.com

@iriseatsmaine

207.406.2052

J & J Painting
• Veteran owned
• Always 10% off for 

Veterans & Seniors
• Free estimates
• Fully insured

(207) 504-4602 / jhjpainting@gmail.com

Preston Hughes
AMSA Certified Moving ConsultantAMSA Certified Moving Consultant

Local - Long Distance - International Local - Long Distance - International 
56 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 156 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 1

Brunswick, ME 04011Brunswick, ME 04011
Direct: (207) 591-1019Direct: (207) 591-1019

Fax: (207) 856-2786Fax: (207) 856-2786
Cell: (207) 317-1992Cell: (207) 317-1992

phughes@movebisson.comphughes@movebisson.com
www.movebisson.comwww.movebisson.com

Preston Hughes
AMSA Certified Moving ConsultantAMSA Certified Moving Consultant

Local - Long Distance - International Local - Long Distance - International 
56 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 156 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 1

Brunswick, ME 04011Brunswick, ME 04011
Direct: (207) 591-1019Direct: (207) 591-1019

Fax: (207) 856-2786Fax: (207) 856-2786
Cell: (207) 317-1992Cell: (207) 317-1992

phughes@movebisson.comphughes@movebisson.com
www.movebisson.comwww.movebisson.com
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Annual Membership Due!

 For more information: 
harpswellmaine.org | 207-833-2399 

info@harpswellmaine.org
PO Box 125, Harpswell, ME 04079SHOP 

LOCAL!

Business Directory

We encourage our readers to shop and hire local! And 
tell these businesses where you learned about them!

Thistles & ThingsThistles & Things
Gifts with a Scottish flair

Celtic Jewelry, Stoneware, Books, CDs, Home gifts, 
Dance ghillies and more. Tartans by the yard may be ordered.

By appointment • 1464 Harpswell Neck Rd., 
Harpswell, ME 04079 • (c) 207-841-3232 

pstillotson@gmail.com
www.thistlesandthingsgifts.com

Patricia Gillis Tillotson, Prop.

Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

Ray Freedell
Licensed Insurance Agent

(207) 504-1245
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Sanctuary, Harpswell - Surrounded by acres of mature 
evergreens, Sanctuary boasts spectacular sunset views 
over Dogfish Island. A private and protected deep water 
dock provides excellent access to the waters of Casco 
Bay. The calm waters of Gun Point Cove and pristine 
eastern shoreline of Orrs Island provide ample habitat 
for Maine’s marine life and birds of prey. This three bed 
two bath timber frame features a beautiful waterfront 
deck and an expansive waterfront terrace with open 
ocean views. You’ll love the privacy and close proximity 
to downtown Brunswick, with Harpswell’s low property 
taxes. CJ Davis - 207.319.4421

High Head, Harpswell - Beautiful, architect designed 
High Head residence on Harpswell Neck. This property 
is situated on a large, level, and sunny lot with deeded 
clubhouse and deep water dock access just a short 
distance from the home. Inside you’ll appreciate high 
end appliances, custom craftsman style cabinets, 
custom design features including a stepped-down 
living space, stone chimney and fireplace and cathedral 
ceilings. Amenities include a large private guest suite 
with kitchenette, workshop, whole house generator, and 
extensive stone hardscape with fire pit. 207.833.0500

PENDING

The newest listings are at Engel & Völkers Casco Bay

Engel & Völkers Casco Bay
Harpswell. Brunswick. Portland.

207-833-0500
www.cascobay.evrealestate.com

River Road, Bowdoinham - Have you been dreaming 
of building your new home? Time to bring your plans 
to fruition! At just over 4 acres, this lot, in desirable 
Bowdoinham, offers the perfect, private setting to nestle 
your new home on. An ideal, high and level building site, 
amidst white pines and plenty of wildlife. It is a short 
drive to amenities but yet allows you to enjoy the peace 
and tranquility of rural living. Further subdivision may 
be possible. 15 Minutes from Topsham/Brunswick and 
30 minute commute to Portland, Augusta & Lewiston. 
Christina Bouchard - 207.841.9934

Church Road, Brunswick - Stunningly remodeled cape 
in great Brunswick location close to Bowdoin College’s 
campus and the downtown’s shops and restaurants. 
The home has an open feel throughout the custom 
kitchen and dining area set up with a bar and wine 
fridge. The music from the Sonos entertainment system 
and Klipsch speakers flows from the dining room out to 
the hardscaped patio and large fire pit surrounded by 
the perennial gardens and raised beds for herbs and 
veggies. 3 bedrooms including the ensuite master with 
a large walk in closet full of storage and an open office 
with built-ins. There is a large study with built-ins on the 
first floor providing additional sunny space for a home 
office or library and the large living room offers a custom 
home theater experience with the included 75in Sony 
smart TV, and Klipsch surround sound system. Paul 
Clark - 207.522.4374

Popham Road, Phippsburg - You will arrive at this well 
built, year-round, home just steps from Popham Beach, 
one of Maine’s best beaches. An idyllic place to swim, 
surf, fish and gather seashells or soak up the sun and 
abundant wildlife. Enjoy scenic views and listen to the 
crashing waves from inside the house or the private 
screened porch. Enjoy the convenience of a heated, 
attached two car garage and single level living on the 
main floor and the large bright rooms for hobbies or 
guests upstairs. Paul Clark - 207.522.4374

Pebble Shores, Harpswell - This exceptional water 
view home rests on the western shore of Harpswell 
Neck. Interested buyers will appreciate the high quality 
workmanship and craftsman quality details found 
throughout this 3 bed/3 bath cape on 4+/- acres. Inside 
you’ll love the open concept design and ocean views 
afforded from each room. In the kitchen, you’ll find 
high-end appliances, granite counters topping custom 
cabinets, and center island with a 6 burner gas cooktop. 
A spacious first floor master with walk-in closet offers a 
spa-like bath including a granite topped dual sink vanity, 
large soaking tub with tile surround and a generous 
walk-in tiled shower. Upstairs you’ll find 2 large ocean 
view bedrooms with their own full bath and small built-in 
hall study. 207.833.0500

PENDING


