
BY J.W. OLIVER
 The Maine Charter School 
Commission approved Harp-
swell Coastal Academy's con-
solidation plan in a 4-1 vote on 
Tuesday, May 10, but the com-
mission's chair says the charter 
school remains "fragile" and has 
much work to do.
 "I want you to know that 
in my mind and, I believe, the 
minds of most of my commis-
sion colleagues, HCA is still a 
fragile institution," Chair Wilson 
G. Hess said. "You're still fragile 
financially. You have enrollment 
challenges to meet."
 Hess applauded the school 
for raising $160,000 to cover the 
initial costs of consolidation. The 
school had sought commission 
approval to borrow funds for 
consolidation before raising the 
money and withdrawing the re-
quest.
 "Being able to resolve that 
particular financial situation in 
the way you did and removing it 
from the table was an important, 

BY JANICE THOMPSON
 As the Harpswell Anchor marks 
the completion of our first year of 
publication, we also have something 
else to celebrate: the IRS has grant-
ed us 501(c)(3) status. This means 
that we can accept tax-deductible 
donations, and that the federal gov-
ernment recognizes that we perform 
an important public service for our 
community.
 Before this, we have been able to 
operate as a nonprofit thanks to the 
generous help of the Holbrook Com-
munity Foundation. The foundation 
agreed, back in April 2021, to serve as 
our fiscal sponsor, accepting tax-de-
ductible gifts on our behalf so we 
could get up and running before too 
many more months went by without 

a local paper.
 This partnership with the Hol-
brook Community Foundation has 
been instrumental in our success, and 
we are grateful.
 Just one year ago I wrote a front-
page story in the new Anchor’s first 
issue, introducing ourselves and 
our vision to the community. We 
launched in June 2021 without a pro-
fessional editor on staff and without 
more than a few months’ operating 
money in the bank. We were lucky to 
fill 20 pages.
 We can’t really say, though, that we 
were publishing the paper on a wing 
and a prayer. We knew better than 
that. We knew that our community 
desperately missed their local month-
ly newspaper and would help us get it 

back up and running.
 And we were right. Over the past 
12 months we have grown from 20 
to 32 pages. Our ads are getting bet-
ter and more numerous. We are now 
fully staffed and are governed by an 
active, dedicated board. And our 
year-end fundraising drive was more 
successful than we could have ever 
imagined.
 We have been able to do all of 
these things thanks to the 929 donors 

BY J.W. OLIVER
 When something goes wrong 
at sea, like a boat capsizing or 
catching fire, fishermen have 
moments to make a series of 
decisions that may determine 
whether they live or die. But 
training for disaster can increase 
the likelihood of survival.
 That's the idea behind a trav-
eling safety training for fish-
ermen that arrived in Cundy's 
Harbor on Thursday and Friday, 
May 5 and 6. The training was 
free and available to both fisher-

men and aquaculturists.
 Fishing Partnership Support 
Services, of New Bedford, Mas-
sachusetts, led classes at the 
Cundy's Harbor Community 
Hall and hands-on exercises at 
the Holbrook Community Foun-
dation.
 The first day was a gener-
al safety and survival training. 
On the second day, participants 
could come back for additional 
training to earn their certifica-
tion as drill instructors.
 The general training cov-

ers emergency beacons, signal 
flares, mayday calls, man over-
board recovery, firefighting, 
flooding and damage control, 
dewatering pumps, immersion 
suits, personal flotation devices 
and life rafts.
 Around midday Thursday, 
one group of fishermen learned 
about immersion suits, also 
known as survival suits, at Hol-
brook Wharf.
 Gesturing to a suit, instructor 
Dana Collyer told participants 
that in many situations, "If you 

don't put that on and you go 
overboard, you will die."
 Fellow instructor Mark Bis-
nette put it another way. "This is 
your parachute at sea," Bisnette 
said.
 Instructors stressed the im-
portance of everyone on a boat 
having a suit that fits them — 
and trying their suit on to make 
sure, rather than trusting manu-
facturer specifications for height 
and weight.
 After about a half-hour of 
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New Anchor celebrates 1st anniversary

Harpswell News board members and founders and the staff of the Harpswell 
Anchor pose for a photo at the home of Janice Thompson, a co-founder who now 
serves as the Anchor's director of development and operations. (JEFF HATHAWAY PHOTO)

Fishermen train in Cundy's Harbor to survive disaster
Five trainees in immersion suits paddle back to Holbrook Wharf as a Maine State Police diver stands by. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 One of the two candidates for 
the Democratic nomination in 
Maine House District 99 has end-
ed her campaign, saying she is 
“facing some health challenges.”
 “I offer my heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who contributed their 
support to my campaign,” Sheila 
Menair said in a message pub-
lished in the Harpswell Indivis-
ible newsletter on May 6. “I will 
continue to do my part to make a 
positive impact in our community 
through my work and nonprofit.”
 Menair’s departure leaves 
Cheryl Golek, of Harpswell Neck, 
as the sole candidate for the Dem-
ocratic nomination. “I hope you 
will join me in supporting Cher-
yl’s campaign,” Menair said in the 
newsletter.
 Menair, of Great Island, is a 
financial advisor and partner at 
Casco Bay Wealth Advisors, as 
well as the founder and president 
of a nonprofit called Together In-
vested that helps women build fi-
nancial literacy.
 Menair’s name will still appear 
on the ballot. When a candidate 

withdraws within 70 days of a pri-
mary, the Maine Department of 
the Secretary of State instructs local 
election officials to distribute no-
tices with absentee ballots and post 
notices at polling places to inform 
voters of the withdrawal, according 
to department spokesperson Emily 
Cook. Votes for withdrawn candi-
dates are counted as blanks.
 The other Democratic can-
didate, Golek, is a co-founder of 
The Vicarage by the Sea, a home 
for people with dementia. She is a 
member of the Equal Justice Part-
ners’ Circle, which advocates for 
Mainers in poverty.
 The candidates for the Repub-
lican nomination are Michael 
Lawler, of Brunswick, a former Air 
Force pilot and Apple engineer, 
and Stephen “Bubba” Davis, of 
Cundy’s Harbor, a fisherman and 
former Bath Iron Works engineer.
 One of the three candidates will 
replace term-limited Rep. Jay Mc-
Creight, D-Harpswell.
 In an email, Menair called Mc-
Creight “an amazing woman” and 
legislator “who was very successful 
in working respectfully and collab-

oratively to get things done for the 
people of Harpswell.” She said she 
hopes McCreight’s successor will 
carry on her “tradition of integri-
ty.”
 “I believe candidate Cheryl Go-
lek will do just that and work hard 
for the people of Harpswell,” Me-
nair said.
 The winners of the June 14 prima-
ry will advance to the general election 
on Nov. 8. District 99 includes Harp-
swell and east Brunswick. ⚓
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Democratic House candidate ends campaign

Sheila Menair has ended her cam-
paign for the Democratic nomina-
tion in Maine House District 99.

Local, state ballots head to June vote
BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell voters will cast bal-
lots in the state primary election, 
as well as local and regional ref-
erendums, on June 14.
 In the state primary, Demo-
crats will choose their nominees 
for governor, U.S. representative, 
state senator, state representative, 
district attorney, sheriff, coun-
ty commissioner and probate 
judge. Republicans will choose 
their nominees for governor, U.S. 
representative, state senator and 
state representative.
 For state representative of Dis-
trict 99, Republicans will choose 
between Stephen Davis, of Cun-
dy's Harbor, and Michael Lawler, 
of Brunswick. Democrats have 
two candidates on the ballot, 
but one has withdrawn. Cheryl 
Golek, of Harpswell Neck, is the 
remaining candidate. District 99 
encompasses Harpswell and east 
Brunswick.
 Most of the other races have 
one candidate. Democrats will 
choose between incumbent Jon-
athan Sahrbeck, of Cape Eliza-
beth, and challenger Jacqueline 

Sartoris, of Brunswick, as they 
select a nominee for district at-
torney.
 The ballot for Maine School 
Administrative District 75 con-
tains two questions.
 First, voters will consider final 
approval of the budget for the 
2022-23 school year. The $49.59 
million budget is up 4.87% from 
the previous year. Harpswell tax-
payers would contribute $9.24 
million, an increase of 5.86%.
 Next, voters will consider a 
$9 million bond, of which $7.25 
million would go toward ren-
ovations at Mt. Ararat Middle 
School.
 Finally, a two-question town 
ballot will ask voters to autho-
rize a multiple-year contract for 
emergency communication ser-
vices and a deed transfer releas-
ing a 109-year-old tax foreclo-
sure on a Bailey Island property.
 The polls will be open at 
Harpswell Community School 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on June 14.
 For more information about 
the House candidates and referen-
dums, see harpswellanchor.org. ⚓
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Sam's enthusiasm
for the library
 As past members of the board of 
trustees of the Cundy's Harbor Li-
brary, we would like to express our 
sadness over the passing of one of 
the library's former librarians and 
directors, Samuel Schwartz. Under 
Sam's leadership, our beloved library 
went through several fundamental 
changes — bringing its resources 
more up to date and making them 
more readily usable, caring for the 
physical plant, and improving the 
collections, all for the benefit of our 
neighbors, patrons and visitors.
 With Sam's impressive techno-
logical background, the library's 
financial systems, book inventories 
and archives were revamped, and 
its first public-access online catalog 
was put into place. He always was 
the patient teacher to many of us in 
the community on that challenging 
ride into the world of computers. He 
delighted in solving problems.
 Sam's enthusiasm for the library 
engendered a feeling of home for 
our community members. He en-
joyed welcoming, chatting, strat-
egizing and joking with everyone 
who entered the library. He had a 
commanding intellect with an elfish 
twist and a superb sense of humor.
 We recall Sam's creation of a li-
brary band that led the Harbor Days 
parade with Sam playing saxophone, 
and his square dance fundraiser in 

our Community Hall, and his chil-
dren's treasure hunts. Let's not forget 
Sam's culinary talents in the form of 
his library event staples of "librarian's 
chili" and "King Arthur brownies," 
which were featured in the library's 
2009 cookbook, "Taste of the Har-
bor." He was a man of many talents, 
ever eager to share them.
 Sam was a dear friend to us and 
a committed, caring, active member 
of our town and neighborhood. Sam 
and his wife, Denise, worked tire-
lessly to build the library community 
that we have today. We are thankful 
for their contributions. Our sincere 
condolences to Denise and Sylvie, 
their lovely, musical daughter. We 
share their loss and miss him.

Carol Duron Taylor
Dianne Chilmonczyk
Cundy's Harbor

Pick up, please
 I am inspired to write this letter 
by a column I read in The Times 
Record written by Susan Olcott: 
“Spring cleanup can protect coastal 
ecosystems,” March 31. Olcott notes 
that coastal debris uncovered by 
snow and ice removal, if not picked 
up, can make its way into our coastal 
waters.
 I fear this is true for dog feces. I 
walk in Mitchell Field twice daily. In 
the afternoon, my husband joins me 
and for years we have been picking 

up dog leavings. Our aim is to keep 
as many canine droppings as possi-
ble from ending up in the bay which 
is located at the bottom of Mitchell 
Field. We also want to keep the walk-
ways clean and pleasant for all to en-
joy.
 We appreciate those dog walk-
ers who responsibly pick up after 
their dogs and wish all would do so, 
which is, after all, the Mitchell Field 
policy.

Hubbard and Katherine Goodrich
Harpswell Neck

Musician in search of 
musicians
 Greetings! Having recently 
moved to town full time (sum-
mer resident since 1993) and 
being a musician and a record-
ing and mixing engineer, I’d like 
to start to meet like-minded 
locals by offering free “small-
scale” recording and mixing 
services.
 To inquire and explore fur-
ther, please contact me through 
my website, kevinwhitemusic.
com. We can chat through the 
contact form there to start. Ex-
amples of my work are on the 
band site.
 I regretfully might not have 
availability for every project in-
quiry (as it may not fit my capa-
bilities in scope and scale), but I 
look forward to meeting musi-
cally inclined folks!

Kevin White
Harpswell
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Harpswell Aging at Home is 
continuing to add new offerings!

Computer Confusion? Technology Troubles?

HAH can lend a hand—

From helping you back-up your 
computer to getting online with 
your iPad, tablet, or smartphone 
we’re ready to assist. 

Want to share stories from your well-lived life?

We want to hear them!
Your stories mean everything to those who care 
about you or want to learn more about days gone 
by. We can help you capture those moments and 
reflections for your family.

For details email hah@hah.community or call 207-833-5771 x 108

Tom Br udz i ns ki,   Orr’s Isl a nd V isu al S tor ytel l er            
         I n s t a g r a m: “ l ob s t a r t s t u d i o s”

a  “ J u n e  B u g”

a  B u g i n J u n e

(207) 725-9802
lbretondesign@gmail.com

www.lynettebretondesign.com

SPOON CARVING with Lynette Breton

Creating beautiful wooden ware with one’s own hands can be an intoxicating endeavor.  
With the use of hand tools to craft a useful kitchen utensil, these one-day Saturday classes 

will have you walking away with a completed project, ready to be used in your kitchen.

Summer classes are 6/4, 7/23 & 8/6!
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May 28
 The Harpswell Invasive Plant 
Partnership will hold a work day at 
Johnson Field Preserve, 25 Abner 
Point Road, Bailey Island, from 9 
a.m. to noon. The goal is to control 
invasive plants in the preserve, along 
the shore of Mackerel Cove. Gloves 
and tools provided, but volunteers 
may bring their own. RSVP to hipp.
maine@gmail.com.

May 30
 The Memorial Day parade will 
begin at 11 a.m. at the intersection of 
Lookout Point Road and Harpswell 
Neck Road. The parade will proceed 
south along Harpswell Neck Road 
to the Scout Hall. This year’s parade 
is in memory of Shirley Thompson, 
longtime organizer of the parade. 
The Harpswell Historical Society 
Museum will be open from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

June 2
 Harpswell Aging at Home pres-
ents Snacks with Friends at 1 p.m. at 
George J. Mitchell Field, 1410 Harp-
swell Neck Road, Harpswell. The 
cooks of the Elijah Kellogg Church 
will provide savory and sweet finger 
foods. Visit with friends and neigh-
bors while enjoying a beautiful view. 
All are welcome. Rain date June 3.

June 4
 Celebrate one of the most beau-
tiful inclusive trails in the Midcoast 
with the grand opening of Cliff Trail 
at 10:30 a.m. The 0.4-mile section of 
Cliff Trail along Strawberry Creek 
was rebuilt last year to make it suit-
able for all users. 

June 4 and 5
 The Harpswell Hiking Chal-
lenge returns after a two-year hiatus 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. A 
program of Harpswell Recreation 
and the Harpswell Heritage Land 
Trust, the full and modified chal-
lenges each consist of hiking eight 
predetermined trails in two days. 
Finishers will receive prizes while 
supplies last. A headquarters table at 
the town office will have snacks, wa-

ter and information from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday. Free, no registration neces-
sary. For more information, contact 
Harpswell Recreation at 207-833-
5771 or gperow@town.harpswell.
me.us.

June 11
 The Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department, 1600 Harpswell Is-
lands Road, Orr’s Island, will host a 
barn sale and silent art auction from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cookout, music, 
trucks on display. Table rentals avail-
able for $20 each. Nonprofits join 
for free. To sign up, email islandpeo-
ple12@gmail.com.

 The Cundy’s Harbor Library, 935 
Cundy’s Harbor Road, Harpswell, 
will host an open house from 1-3 
p.m. Tour the renovated library and 
meet board members and volunteers 
while enjoying light refreshments. 
Learn about library programs. Find 
out how to obtain a free library card 
and how to support the library.

June 15
 “Living and Working in a Wa-
terfront Community: A Conversa-
tion Series” continues with a panel 
discussion about etiquette on the 
water from 6-8 p.m. at Bailey Island 
Library Hall, 2167 Harpswell Islands 
Road, Bailey Island. Representa-
tives from marine businesses and 
nonprofits will discuss how to share 
space on the water. The event will 
start outdoors at 6 p.m., with a tast-
ing of Maine Coast Monkfish Stew 
and oysters from the New Meadows 
River Shellfish Co-op, before the dis-
cussion begins at 6:30. To attend in 
person or via livestream, register at 
tinyurl.com/vtavc4kc or contact Ju-
lia McLeod at director@hhltmaine.
org or 207-721-1121.

June 22
 Cooking at 43° North presents 
a rhubarb recipe swap. Participants 
will make six portions of a favorite 
recipe that uses rhubarb, then gath-
er to swap dishes and stories in the 
parking lot of St. Katharine Drexel 

Church, 419 Mountain Road, Harp-
swell, at 4 p.m. Bring a chair. Open 
to anyone who loves to cook. To sign 
up, contact Julie Moulton at julie-
moulton28@gmail.com or 207-330-
5416. Rain date June 23.

June 25
 Elijah Kellogg Church, 917 
Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell, 
will host a barn and bake sale from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Raid the coffee cart, 
browse furniture and treasures, scarf 
hot dogs. Reservations for table 
rentals will open June 1. To reserve 
a table for $25, call Carrie Bubier at 
729-6267. For more information, 
call 833-6026.

June 28
 Harpswell Aging at Home pres-
ents Snacks with Friends at Mack-

www.USHarbors.com

South Harpswell, ME - June 2022 Tide Chart

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Wed 12:52 9.6 1:35 8.4 7:18 0.1 7:17 1.5 5:00 8:17

2 Thu 1:29 9.5 2:13 8.2 7:56 0.3 7:55 1.7 4:59 8:18

3 Fri 2:07 9.3 2:53 8.1 8:34 0.5 8:35 1.8 4:59 8:18

4 Sat 2:47 9.1 3:36 8.0 9:15 0.6 9:19 1.9 4:59 8:19

5 Sun 3:31 8.9 4:20 8.0 9:58 0.8 10:06 2.0 4:58 8:20

6 Mon 4:18 8.8 5:06 8.1 10:42 0.9 10:57 1.9 4:58 8:21

7 Tue 5:08 8.6 5:52 8.4 11:28 0.9 11:50 1.7 4:58 8:21

8 Wed 6:00 8.6 6:40 8.7 12:16 0.9 4:57 8:22

9 Thu 6:56 8.6 7:29 9.2 12:45 1.4 1:06 0.8 4:57 8:22

10 Fri 7:54 8.7 8:19 9.7 1:43 0.9 1:58 0.7 4:57 8:23

11 Sat 8:51 8.8 9:09 10.3 2:39 0.3 2:50 0.5 4:57 8:24

12 Sun 9:46 9.1 9:59 10.8 3:34 -0.3 3:42 0.3 4:57 8:24

13 Mon 10:40 9.3 10:50 11.2 4:26 -0.9 4:33 0.1 4:57 8:25

14 Tue 11:35 9.5 11:43 11.4 5:19 -1.3 5:26 -0.1 4:57 8:25

15 Wed 12:30 9.6 6:13 -1.5 6:20 -0.1 4:57 8:26

16 Thu 12:37 11.5 1:25 9.6 7:07 -1.5 7:16 0.0 4:57 8:26

17 Fri 1:33 11.3 2:21 9.6 8:02 -1.4 8:12 0.1 4:57 8:26

18 Sat 2:30 11.0 3:19 9.5 8:58 -1.1 9:12 0.3 4:57 8:27

19 Sun 3:30 10.5 4:19 9.4 9:56 -0.7 10:16 0.6 4:57 8:27

20 Mon 4:32 10.0 5:19 9.4 10:54 -0.3 11:21 0.7 4:57 8:27

21 Tue 5:35 9.5 6:17 9.4 11:52 0.1 4:57 8:27

22 Wed 6:38 9.0 7:14 9.4 12:26 0.8 12:49 0.5 4:58 8:28

23 Thu 7:41 8.7 8:09 9.5 1:30 0.8 1:46 0.9 4:58 8:28

24 Fri 8:41 8.4 9:00 9.5 2:32 0.7 2:41 1.1 4:58 8:28

25 Sat 9:36 8.3 9:47 9.6 3:27 0.5 3:31 1.3 4:58 8:28

26 Sun 10:26 8.3 10:31 9.6 4:16 0.4 4:16 1.4 4:59 8:28

27 Mon 11:12 8.3 11:13 9.6 5:00 0.3 4:58 1.5 4:59 8:28

28 Tue 11:55 8.3 11:53 9.6 5:42 0.2 5:38 1.5 5:00 8:28

29 Wed 12:35 8.3 6:21 0.3 6:17 1.5 5:00 8:28

30 Thu 12:31 9.6 1:13 8.3 6:58 0.3 6:54 1.5 5:01 8:28

Covenant Insurance Agency
Harpswell, Maine

Business - Bonds - Commercial Auto - Workers Compensation - 
Watercraft - Marinas - Home - Flood

Mark R. Adams, Independent Agent, Licensed ME, MA, CT
Mark.Adams@covenantagency.com

    781-447-5013

A volunteer serves guests during Lunch with Friends at Mitchell Field on 
Sept. 9, 2021.

June 2022 Community Calendar

continued on next page
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erel Cove, Bailey Island, at 1 p.m. 
Bring a chair and join friends and 
neighbors for warm sea breezes and 
sweet and savory snacks. Rain date 
June 29.

July 9
 A fireworks display will take 
place at Cook’s Lobster & Ale 
House, 68 Garrison Cove Road, Bai-
ley Island, beginning around 9-9:30 
p.m. Before the fireworks, the disco 
cover band Motor Booty Affair will 
perform. Gates open around 5 p.m. 
Bars and food truck on site. Music 
starts at 6 p.m., Motor Booty Affair 
takes the stage at 7.

Ongoing
 Cundy’s Harbor Library hosts a 
Children’s Reading Club from 1-3 
p.m. every Saturday. The library in-
vites all young readers and their par-
ents to come read, talk about books, 
earn doubloons and participate in 
an activity.

 The Grand Slammers, an in-
termediate-level contract bridge 
club, meets at the town office, 263 
Mountain Road, Harpswell, at 1 
p.m. every Tuesday except holidays. 
The club is for congenial but serious 
players, not for instruction. A $2 
donation is requested to cover game 
supplies and support town recre-
ation programs. Space is limited to 
three tables. COVID-19 vaccination 
required, masks optional. For more 
information, email harpswellen@
me.com.

 The Harpswell Historical Soci-
ety Museum, 929 Harpswell Neck 
Road, Harpswell, will be open from 
2-4 p.m. every Sunday from June 5 
through Oct. 9. Free admission. For 
an appointment to see the museum 
at another time, call Dave Hackett at 
207-833-6322.

 Merriconeag Grange, 529 Harp-
swell Neck Road, hosts a public 
breakfast from 8-10:30 a.m. on the 
first Saturday of each month. Blue-
berry pancakes, French toast, om-

elets, waffles. Price: $10 for adults, $6 
for kids under 10.

 Meals in a Pinch delivers four 
meals to Harpswell residents in need 
every other Tuesday. Upcoming 
dates are June 7 and 21. The program 
can deliver meals on an ongoing or 
temporary basis and can provide 
emergency meals when necessary. 
There is no income qualification. 
For more information, contact Julie 
Moulton at juliemoulton28@gmail.
com or 207-330-5416.

 A mobile food station, free to 
anyone in need, is available at the 
town office from 10-11:30 a.m. ev-
ery Thursday.

 The John Leo Murray Jr. Amer-
ican Legion Post 171 meets at Mer-
riconeag Grange at 7 p.m. on the 
third Monday of each month.

Brunswick and beyond

June 4
 Enter the Haggis will perform at 
the Chocolate Church Arts Center, 
804 Washington St., Bath, at 7:30 p.m. 
The Toronto band combines bagpipes 
and fiddles with a rock rhythm section 
to create a distinctive sound. Tickets: 
$25 in advance, $35 at the door.

June 7
 Curtis Memorial Library, 23 
Pleasant St., Brunswick, presents 
“Cryptocurrency Demystified: A 
Panel Discussion” at 6:30 p.m. A 
panel of experts will discuss cryp-
tocurrencies, the blockchain and 
non-fungible tokens, then field 
questions from the audience.

June 8-25
 Brunswick’s Maine State Music 
Theatre presents “The Sound of Mu-
sic” at Pickard Theater, 1 Bath Road, 
Brunswick. See performance times 
and buy tickets at msmt.org.

June 9
 Pejepscot Historical Society pres-
ents “Pioneer Canners: How the 
Baxter Canning Companies Made a 
Maine Brand” at 5:30 p.m. with John 
Goff, historian and seasonal resident 

of Orr’s Island. Between 1888 and 
the mid-1900s, the H.C. Baxter & 
Bro. packing and canning company 
had six locations in Brunswick and 
employed hundreds of Mainers. 
Tickets: $8 for members, $12 for 
nonmembers. Venue to be deter-
mined. For more information and to 
register, see pejepscothistorical.org.

June 10
 From 4-7 p.m., 2nd Friday Bruns-
wick returns for the first of four art 
walks in downtown Brunswick this 
season. Nine downtown businesses 
will host a variety of artists and mu-
sicians, while others will exhibit and 
perform on the sidewalks.

June 11 and 25
 The Brunswick Landing Arts 
Market, a Maine-made market with 
a variety of artists and makers, will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
the lawn of the Brunswick Naval 
Aviation Museum, 179 Admiral 
Fitch Ave., Brunswick. The event is 
a fundraiser for the museum, which 
preserves the heritage of Naval Air 
Station Brunswick.

June 29
 The 2022 season of Music on 
the Mall launches with Cilantro, 
performing classics from the last 50 
years. The Brunswick Downtown 
Association’s Music on the Mall 
brings free concerts to the town mall 
at 6 p.m. every Wednesday through-
out the summer.

Ongoing
 Bath-Brunswick Respite Care, 
9 Park St., Bath, hosts an Alzhei-
mer’s and dementia caregiver sup-
port group from 9:15-10:30 a.m. 
on the first and third Mondays of 
the month. The group provides 
education, emotional support and 
resources for caregivers. More infor-
mation: 729-8571.

 Connected, a nondenomina-
tional group for widowers, widows, 
divorced people and singles 55 and 
up, meets in the St. Charles Borro-
meo Church Hall, 132 McKeen St., 
Brunswick, from 7-9 p.m. on the 
first Monday of the month. Guest 
speaker, light refreshments.

 TOPS, or Take Off Pounds Sen-
sibly, meets in the basement of the 
Berean Baptist Church, 15 Cum-
berland St., Brunswick, from 6-7:30 
p.m. every Thursday. More informa-
tion: 729-6400.

 Have a calendar item to submit? 
Email joliver@harpswellanchor.org 
or use the form at harpswellanchor.
org/submissions. ⚓

continued from previous page

Introducing the Harpswell Anchor Small 
Business Marketing Initiative
5 lucky Harpswell small businesses will get:
• Free one hour marketing consultation
• Free ad creation
• Free ad placement in the Anchor
To learn more, contact Janice Thompson at  
janice@harpswellanchor.org or 207-504-4428

The Anchor is committed to the success 
of the Harpswell Business Community. We 
understand that some small businesses lack 
marketing resources, and we’d like to help!

Tired of being swallowed 
up by the competition?

Tired of being swallowed 
up by the competition?

Harpswell Anchor

Enter the Haggis will perform at the Chocolate Church Arts Center in Bath on June 4.
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Lobster boat races will
move to Mitchell Field
 The Harpswell Lobster Boat 
Races are moving from Potts Har-
bor to Middle Bay, where specta-
tors can watch the July event from 
George J. Mitchell Field.
 The Harpswell Board of Se-
lectmen approved the organizers' 
request to use Mitchell Field and 
waived the use fee on April 14.
 The races will take place from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on July 24, according 
to the request. The organizers ex-
pect 50-200 people to attend. Food 
trucks and merchandise tables will 
be set up at Mitchell Field.
 "From my department's stand-
point, I think it's a great location," 
Harpswell Harbor Master Paul 
Plummer told the select board. "I 
know traditionally it's been in Potts 
Harbor and Harpswell's all about 
tradition. It has also been at Mitch-
ell Field."
 Plummer said he fields com-
plaints every year about the amount 
of wake the races create in Potts 
Harbor, and Mitchell Field "can 
hold a lot of spectators" on land.
 Proceeds from the races will 
support the Harpswell Santa Fund 
and the town's heating assistance 
program.

Booster club dissolves, 
snack shack to come down
 The Harpswell Booster Club has 
dissolved, and with no boosters to 

staff it, the town plans to demolish 
the snack shack at Trufant-Sum-
merton Athletic Field.
 The club will donate the re-
mainder of its funds, $2,305.78, to 
the Harpswell Recreation Depart-
ment, along with a riding mower 
for field maintenance. The town 
will earmark the funds for baseball, 
softball and T-ball.
 In recent years, "it has become 
harder and harder to find parent 
volunteers" to staff the snack shack 
during games, according to an 
April 12 letter from Harpswell Rec-
reation Director Gina Caldwell to 
the Board of Selectmen.
 Ararat Youth Baseball now runs 
the baseball program for ages 9-12 
in the four towns of Maine School 

Administrative District 75.
 "This change in leadership 
means a more central program 
with all teams being made up of 
kids from varying towns, not just 
the town they live in," Caldwell 
said in the letter. "This also doesn't 
help us recruit or retain parent 
volunteers to work in the snack 
shack."
 Caldwell will return to the se-
lect board with a request to solicit 
bids for removal of the snack shack. 
"The building itself is over 20 years 
old and starting to break down," 
she said. "It would be a significant 
investment to rehab the building to 
have it sit unused."
 The select board accepted the 
club's donations April 14. Board 

Chair Kevin Johnson said that he 
and a friend built the snack shack 
"well over 20" years ago.

Town hires office assistant
 The town office has a new re-
ceptionist at the front desk after the 
retirement of Linda Strickland. De-
nise Perry, of Harpswell, will staff 
the desk as part of her duties as a 
full-time "multi-office assistant."
 In addition to Perry's work at 
the front desk, she will serve as an 
assistant to Assessing Agent Deb-
ora Turner. Strickland's responsi-
bilities for general assistance and 
heating assistance will go to the 
Recreation Department, which the 
town plans to rename the Depart-
ment of Recreation and Commu-
nity Services.
 Town Administrator Kristi 
Eiane said in a memo that an in-
terview team selected Perry from a 
strong field of seven candidates, of 
which the team interviewed four.
 "Ultimately, the team found Ms. 
Perry to have the skill set, flexibility 
and knowledge of Harpswell that 
will enable her to quickly become 
an effective part of the Town's 
staff," Eiane wrote in the memo 
to the Board of Selectmen. Perry 
has worked for Bowdoin College 
and, more recently, as director of 
outreach and education for Harp-
swell's Elijah Kellogg Church.
 The select board approved the 
hire April 28 and Perry started 

work April 29. Strickland retired at 
the end of April after 27 years with 
the town.

Special referendum 
set for June 14
 Harpswell voters will decide 
two questions in a special town 
meeting by referendum on June 14. 
The town vote will coincide with 
the primary election and the Maine 
School Administrative District 75 
budget validation referendum.
 The first question on the town 
ballot asks voters if they will au-
thorize the Board of Selectmen to 
enter into a multiple-year agree-
ment with Cumberland County for 
emergency communication ser-
vices.
 A draft three-year contract 
shows the cost would rise from 
$36,972 for the 2021-22 fiscal year 
to $40,398.93, $41,606.37, and 
$42,864.12 in successive years. The 
contract would run through June 
30, 2025.
 The second question asks if vot-
ers will authorize the select board 
to execute a deed "releasing any 
interest the Town may have" in a 
parcel near the end of Washington 
Avenue, Bailey Island. The town's 
interest relates to a tax foreclosure 
in 1913.
 "We are trying to clear this title," 
Town Administrator Kristi Eiane 
told the select board on April 14. 

N E W S  B R I E F S

continued on next page

Open for the season! Lunch and Dinner daily 11am-8pm.
ACKME SURVEY

LAND SURVEYING

RTK GPS          DRONE

Frank@ackmesurvey.com

CALL 207-504-0280

Mix and Mingle at the library
Sat. June 11 from 1– 3 pm  

Have you visited us recently? Come meet our new 
Board, tour the library and join us to learn about 
all we are doing. Become a friend and card holder.  

Light refreshments and drinks provided.

The town plans to remove the snack shack at Trufant-Summerton Athletic 
Field. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)



HARPSWELL ANCHOR · June 2022 [ 7 ]

"The records from that far back are 
not very complete and we've been 
approached by the current prop-
erty owners to work with them to 
clear up that title."
 The owners — Claudia Haug, 
John Haug, Anne Pendleton Win-
ter and Eric Winter — will reim-
burse the town for its expenses, 
including legal fees to research the 
matter and the cost to prepare and 
record the deed.
 The select board will hold a 
public hearing on the ballot at the 
town office at 6:15 p.m., Thursday, 
May 12.
 The polls will be open at Harp-
swell Community School from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on June 14. Absentee 
ballots are available from the town 
clerk's office.

HCS students raise $400 
for kids in Ukraine
 Students in Kelly Nelson's 
fourth and fifth grade class at 
Harpswell Community School 
raised $400 for Save the Children 
Ukraine in the first two weeks of 
May.
 Each class at Harpswell Com-
munity School read the book 
"Change Sings" by Amanda Gor-
man during National Poetry 
Month in April, then selected a 
service project to complete. The 
students in Nelson's class voted to 
collect change to help kids affected 
by war in Ukraine.
 Other classes collected dona-
tions for the animal shelter, sent 
cards to a nursing home and picked 
up litter around school grounds.

Smoke detectors available 
for deaf, hard of hearing
 Anyone in need of smoke de-
tectors for the deaf and hard of 
hearing is being encouraged to 
request the devices through the 
town's safety department.

 The detectors will be available 
free, with installation, courtesy of 
the American Red Cross. To make 
a request, contact Harpswell Fire 
Administrator Art Howe at 207-
833-5771 ext. 126 or ahowe@town.
harpswell.me.us with the name, 
address and phone number of the 
individual in need.

Collection brings in 75 
pounds of medications
 The Cumberland County Sher-
iff 's Office and the town collected 
75 pounds of unwanted medica-
tions during a four-hour event at 
the town office on April 30.
 The town hosts collections twice 
a year, in April and October. Over-
the-counter, prescription and vet-
erinary medications are welcome. 
Needles and thermometers are not 
accepted.
 Medication collections or "drug 
take-backs" aim to prevent drug 
abuse by providing a convenient 
and safe opportunity to dispose of 

expired or unused pharmaceuti-
cals.
 The events are part of a nation-
wide effort by the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration, which 
covers the cost of advertising and 
materials. The DEA also pays for 
the disposal of the medications 
through a U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency-regulated burn at 
Ecomaine in Portland, according 
to Harpswell Town Administrator 
Kristi Eiane.
 Harpswell residents who need 
to dispose of medications before 
October may do so at the Bruns-
wick and Topsham police depart-
ments.

Harpswell Heritage Apples 
enters 14th year
 Harpswell Heritage Apples is in 
its 14th year of caring for heritage 
apple trees in Harpswell and giving 
them new life through grafting. 
Harpswell Heritage Apples sells 
Harpswell varieties, such as Harp-

swell Firehouse, as well as heritage 
trees from elsewhere in Maine and 
New England.
 This year, Harpswell Heri-
tage Apples has a bonanza of new 
Harpswell trees — Orr's-Bailey 
Firehouse, Sunset Cove, Danziger 
Kantapfel, Norton Greening and 
Merriman Fameuse.
 Harpswell Heritage Apples of-
fers the only full-size apple trees 
available locally. Commercial nurs-
ery trees are dwarf or semi-dwarf, 
which means they have smaller 
root structures and shorter lifes-
pans.
 Harpswell Heritage Apples 
divides all revenue, after the sub-
traction of its minimal costs, 
among Harpswell charities and 
public service providers. Each tree 
costs $85.
 Harpswell Heritage Apples can 
also provide advice about how to 
bring interesting old apple trees 
back to vigorous life. Old-variety 
trees usually require only pruning 

and a special type of fertilizer, after 
which they produce good apples 
without spraying.
 For more information, contact 
Robert McIntyre at 833-7870 or 
robertjmcintyre@hotmail.com.

Maine Women's Giving Tree 
distributes record $82,500
 The Maine Women's Giving 
Tree distributed a record $82,500 
in grants this spring to 13 nonprof-
its that support women, children 
and families in the Midcoast.
 Since the nonprofit awarded its 
first grants in 2012, it has contrib-
uted more than $480,000 to area 
programs.
 "This is the first time we have 
been able to recommend full fund-
ing for each finalist's application," 
said Giving Tree President Jane 
Cabot, of Harpswell.
 Due to rising COVID-19 cases, 
the organization held its awards 
ceremony online on May 11.
  Recipients were Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Bath/Brunswick, 
$6,000; ArtVan, $7,500; Bruns-
wick-Topsham Land Trust, $8,000; 
Family and Community Media-
tion, $7,500; The Gathering Place, 
$5,000; Growing to Give, $5,000; 
Habitat for Humanity/7 Rivers 
Maine, $5,000; Independence 
Association, $10,000; Mid Coast 
Hunger Prevention Program, 
$9,000; Midcoast Literacy, $3,000; 
Midcoast Youth Center, $7,500; 
People Plus Brunswick Area Teen 
Center, $4,000; and Tedford Hous-
ing, $5,000.
 The Maine Women's Giving 
Tree is a philanthropic group of 
more than 80 women whose mem-
bers pool their dollars and together 
decide how to distribute that mon-
ey through grants to nonprofit or-
ganizations and causes.
 For more information, go to 
mainewomensgivingtree.org. All 
contributions are tax-deductible. ⚓

N E W S  B R I E F S
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Rick & Jane Meisenbach
207.841.9863 • Rick.Meisenbach@raveis.com

With inventory at historic lows, there has never been a 
better time to sell. If you want to learn about how 

today's market has increased your home's value, just give us a call.

Timeless Values for a Changing World

Fourth and fifth graders at Harpswell Community School display bags of bills and change. The students raised 
$400 for Save the Children Ukraine. (KELLY NELSON PHOTO)
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BY SAM LEMONICK
 Stephanie Alexander sounds 
tired. "We've talked about it for 
years and just can't seem to come 
up with any solution," she says.
 It, in this case, is the declining 
membership of the Merriconeag 
Grange. If Harpswell's chapter of 
the national organization can't 
get enough people to attend its 
meetings, it will be forced to 
fold. While that may not hap-
pen anytime soon, neither do the 
Grange's long-term prospects 
look very bright.
 The Grange building, which 
sits just south of Mountain Road 
on Harpswell Neck, hosts popu-
lar events throughout the year. 
Alexander, the Grange's sec-
retary, says monthly pancake 
breakfasts can attract as many as 
120 people in the summer, with 
friends lingering at their tables 
for hours to chat.
 In keeping with the organiza-
tion's agricultural history, Harp-
swell's Grange has an apple cider 
press that local growers can use, 
and it has sold pumpkins in the 
fall and given away vegetable 
seeds in the spring. In recent 
years members have organized a 
contradance — once a staple for 

Granges around the country — 
and bean and chowder suppers. 
The Grange also rents the hall for 
weddings, baby showers and fu-
nerals.
 Alexander says she's grateful 
to all the people who help put 
on events at the Grange. But 
what the Grange needs now, 
she says, are more active mem-
bers. Currently, the Merriconeag 
Grange counts 47 dues-paying 
members, according to Alexan-
der, but of those, only about 10 
regularly participate in Grange 
activities. A Grange needs a 
quorum of seven members for 
its twice-monthly meetings, and 
that hasn't been happening in 
Harpswell of late.
 If more people could spare 
an hour and a half each month 
to come to the group's Thursday 
night meetings, she says, "That 
would save the Grange."
 Membership problems are not 
unique to Harpswell. In the ear-
ly 20th century, Maine had more 
than 400 Granges. That number 
has fallen to fewer than 100 to-
day, as chapters have struggled 
to retain members, according to 
Walter Boomsma, communica-
tions director for the Maine State 

Grange.
 The national Grange orga-
nization began in the 1860s as 
an analog to labor unions for 
farmers. The Grange is non-
partisan but politically active, 
and counts rural mail delivery 
among its political lobbying suc-
cesses. Boomsma says that while 
Maine's Granges are still rooted 
in their farming heritage, the 
focus in many towns is now on 
rural interests rather than agri-
cultural ones specifically.
 Alexander points to a few rea-
sons the Merriconeag Grange 
is struggling. For one, its mem-
bers are getting older. At 49, 
Alexander is the chapter's sec-
ond-youngest member, and oth-
ers are in their 70s, 80s and 90s. 
A lot of those older members 
still want to pay their $30 annual 
dues but don't come to meetings 
anymore.
 Even with the influx of new 
residents in the last few years, the 
group has not been able to attract 
many new members, especially 
not younger ones.
 Not all Granges in the area 
are having the same problem 
getting young people involved, 
according to Sharon Kirker, of 

Harpswell Center. She holds the 
position of lecturer at the Mer-
riconeag Grange, presenting an 
educational program or enter-
tainment at meetings. She says 
other Granges maintain youth 
organizations and have active 
young members. "They have peo-
ple coming along who want to 
continue," Kirker says.
 But Kirker and Alexander 
say it's hard to convince people 
of all ages to come out, even for 
social activities. "Back in the day 
the Grange was the thing to do. 

It was your Friday or Saturday 
evening entertainment,” says Al-
exander. Now, "People do other 
things."
 Then there's the matter of the 
rituals. The Grange's founders 
devised rites for their meetings 
that emulated those of fraternal 
organizations like the Freema-
sons. Many Granges, including 
Harpswell's, incorporate Chris-
tian prayers at meetings.
 Those rituals can be attrac-
tive for some people, Boomsma 

Merriconeag Grange needs active members to ensure survival

Harpswell's Merriconeag Grange needs more active members to ensure 
the community institution stays afloat. (SAM LEMONICK PHOTO)

continued on next page
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among them, but he knows that 
isn't true for everyone. He won-
ders how Granges can maintain 
those traditions and find creative 
ways to attract and retain new 
members. "I think that there's a 
balance that can be very difficult 
to find," he says.
 Kirker only joined the Grange 
10 years ago, but says she's been 
attracted to the ceremony since 
she was a child, when she would 
sometimes go to the Merricon-
eag Grange for presentations or 
events during 4-H club or Girl 
Scouts. Seeing Grange members 
in sashes and formal clothes 
heading upstairs for their secret 
meeting, she says, "The whole 
thing just fascinated me." And 
Kirker says that hasn't changed: 
"I love the pageantry, the rituals."
 Not every member feels the 
same. Sam Alexander, a past 
master of the Merriconeag 
Grange and Stephanie's father-
in-law, says he'd like to see the lo-
cal chapter curtail the rituals and 
focus more on social events like 

dances. His family has been part 
of Harpswell's Grange since its 
founding and he was active in the 
Grange even as a child, although 
he let his membership lapse until 
he retired in his 60s.
 Boomsma says those debates 
are happening at Granges around 
the state, and can be divisive. But 
he thinks what is most important 
for Granges in Maine is to find 
creative ways to stay relevant to 
their communities.
 Responding to an influx of 
young farmers, the Halcyon 
Grange in Blue Hill built a com-
mercial kitchen that local grow-
ers can use to make value-added 
products like baked goods or 
jams. The Grange in Fairfield of-
fers exercise classes and rents its 
space to groups like Alcoholics 
Anonymous.
 Boomsma believes Granges 
will have to find new ways like 
those to support their communi-
ties if they want to survive. And 
he thinks doing that is made eas-
ier by the fact that the Grange has 
always been organized around 

grassroots initiatives.
 The Merriconeag Grange 
isn't in immediate danger. De-
spite struggles to convene formal 
meetings, Sam Alexander says it 
is doing better than most Maine 
Granges, both financially and in 
terms of membership.
 But he, his daughter-in-law 
and Kirker do worry about what 
would be lost if the Merriconeag 
Grange doesn't continue. "The 
Grange is part of Harpswell's 
history, and I would hate to have 
that change to was," says Stepha-
nie Alexander.
 All three want more people to 
give the Grange a shot. Stephanie 
Alexander says the group would 
welcome anyone's help at pan-
cake breakfasts and other activ-
ities, and they are open to ideas 
for other events. The Grange has 
talked about offering classes in 
jewelry-making or other crafts, 
but hasn't had enough people to 
put those on.
 Sam Alexander thinks people 
who only know the Grange for its 
farming heritage might be sur-
prised at how much fun it can be. 
"It isn't just dull talk about kick-
ing dirt clods," he says. "We have 
a good time."
 Sam Lemonick is a freelance re-
porter. He lives in Cundy's Harbor. ⚓

Ray Labbe & Sons is growing and we need you!
Come join the area’s premier excavation and paving contractor that’s 

been serving the southern Mid Coast Region since 1955.

We are hiring all positions: experienced mechanics,                             
operating foreman, equipment operators, paving                 

personnel, class A and B drivers, general laborers.

We offer a great benefit package, including health, 
dental, vision, 401K, life insurance, short term 

disability and a sign-on bonus for the right, 
experienced individual.

Be part of “The fleet that’s hard 
to beat”!  We look forward                    

to meeting you!

Ray Labbe & Sons is growing and we need you!

Concerts raise funds 
for scholarships

continued from previous page

BY K AR A DOUGLAS
BRUNSWICK AR EA 
STUDENT AID FUND
 On April 8 and 9, the band 
Mama Tried performed two shows 
at Crooker Theater as part of the 
Brunswick City Limits fundraiser, 
which brought in more than $3,400 
for the Brunswick Area Student Aid 
Fund.
 The band is comprised of teach-
ers from Brunswick High School 
and other area schools, as well as a 
school nurse and a local physician. 
Each year, they combine their tal-
ents in support of students — and 
perform alongside student musi-
cians and vocalists. This was their 
first fundraising performance since 
2019.
 At the door of the concert, Brian 
O’Connor, a Brunswick Area Stu-
dent Aid Fund board member, had 
the chance to speak about the fund 
and how to apply for its benefits with 
rising seniors, their families and 
Brunswick High School alumni.
 "Events like this are a direct in-
vestment in the BHS and Mt. Ararat 
communities," he said.
 The Brunswick Area Student Aid 
Fund's primary mission is to award 
scholarships to eligible high school 
graduates from Brunswick, Bow-
doin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell and 
Topsham who pursue postsecond-
ary education, not only at four-year 
colleges and universities, but also at 
trade schools, technical schools, ju-
nior colleges and similar institutions. 
This year, the organization plans to 
distribute $546,000 in scholarship 
funds. Throughout the life of the 
fund, more than $9 million has been 
awarded to local students.
 The organization was founded 
in the mid-1950s by a group of lo-
cal individuals led by Mario Tonon. 

During its early years, the fund's 
growth resulted primarily from the 
financial support of local businesses 
and fundraising by students. More 
recently, the fund has sustained its 
growth with a combination of sound 
financial and investment manage-
ment, along with the continued sup-
port of local businesses, individuals, 
estates and trusts.
 "Funds raised at events like this 
directly support our future profes-
sionals, service providers and busi-
ness owners," O'Connor said of the 
April concerts. "I also received sev-
eral donations over the two evenings 
and had a chance to reinforce the 
fact that the Brunswick Area Student 
Aid Fund is a needs-based organiza-
tion run entirely by volunteers. The 
show was very good, too. We have a 
lot of talented people in our town."
 Brunswick City Limits was orig-
inally dubbed Hot Country Nights, 
a fundraising show started by Dar-
ren Avery at Lewiston High School. 
When he and band member Clark 
Porter moved to Brunswick High 
School in the early 2000s, they 
brought the show with them. Since 
then, performances have raised 
money for the Brunswick High 
School senior class and the Mid 
Coast Hunger Prevention Program. 
This was the first collaboration be-
tween Brunswick City Limits and 
the Brunswick Area Student Aid 
Fund.
 "Doing what we can to help 
young people is what we do," said 
Porter. "It's for the kids! We all live 
in the area served by BASAF, so all 
of our children may benefit from the 
organization."
 To learn more about the Bruns-
wick Area Student Aid Fund or to 
support the organization, visit stu-
dentaidfund.org. ⚓

ENROLLMENT OPEN FOR FALL 2022 HCA
A School for Social Change, Entrepreneurship 

and the Environment

CHANGE YOUR WORLD @ HCA

LEARNING that is real-world and relevent 

      TEACHING that is personal and personalized 

              CURRICULUM that is project-based and place-based

Our middle school and high school offer rigorous 
learning experiences designed to nurture empathy, 

creative thinking and effective problem solving skills.

HCA is a public school grades 5-12, free to all Maine students 
Busing provided from surrounding communities

For more information and to enroll, please call (207) 833-3229 x602 
or visit www.harpswellcoastalacademy.org
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Save the Date: 
HNPEA’s Community Gathering

Open House - BBQ - Tennis /Pickleball 
Clinic - Silent Auction - Raffles - Music

Saturday July 23, 2022, 12-3pm
At the Tennis Courts by Kellogg Church

Rain Date: Sunday July 24, 2022 12-3pm

We are raising money to rebuild the 
tennis courts and adding pickleball. Please 
join us, see how important you are, and the 
difference you help make in our community

Please note: This event is subject to change 
due to COVID restrictions

Please note : HNPEA’s 2022 summer youth 
program is full
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The Brunswick Rotary Club 
hopes to mount a plaque at 
the 1793 cattle pound at Harp-
swell Center, commemorating a 
structure vital to early settlers' 
lives.
 The cattle pound is on a 0.57-
acre sliver of land known as the 
town commons, on Harpswell 
Neck Road between Elijah Kel-
logg Church and the Harpswell 
Historical Society. Cattle pounds 
"are a fascinating piece of history 
and very few people are aware" 
of their existence, Rotarian Da-
vid Taft said in a letter to the 
Harpswell Board of Selectmen.
 Since its 70th anniversary in 
1995, the Rotary Club's Bruns-
wick Heritage Committee has 
placed a series of markers in the 
area to commemorate historic 
sites that might otherwise escape 
notice, according to Taft, who 
lives in Harpswell. The club has 
placed 15 markers, including at 
least three in Harpswell — at 
the Mill Cove Tide Mill on High 
Head Road, the Orr's Island Li-
brary and Holbrook Wharf in 
Cundy's Harbor.
 When the committee identi-
fies a site, it conducts research 
and drafts language for a bronze 
plaque in coordination with the 
property owner.
 Harpswell Town Adminis-
trator Kristi Eiane notified the 
Board of Selectmen of the pro-
posal on April 14. The Harpswell 
Historical Society and the Town 
Lands Committee will review 
the proposal before it comes 
back to the board for a decision.
 A research paper available on 
the website of the Harpswell His-
torical Society examines the rise 
and demise of cattle pounds in 
Maine. The paper is by the late 
William Locke, a former board 
member at the Historical Society 
who lived in South Harpswell.
 Pounds were enclosures 
where a town would keep stray 
animals until their owner 
claimed them and paid for any 
damage they had caused.
 "One of the first pounds 
in Maine was built in 1793 in 
Harpswell, a fishing and farming 
community on Casco Bay where 
stray cattle were causing serious 
damage in unfenced gardens and 
pastures," Locke wrote.
 "It is hard, today, to appreci-
ate the impact of cattle grazing 
in a garden or in the wrong pas-
ture. For families on subsistence 

farms, the winter's food for both 
humans and animals was at 
stake," Locke wrote. "Moreover, 
in certain seasons, male animals 
on the loose created another 
difficulty: It was important for 
owners to be able to choose what 
male bred with what female."
 Because of this threat, early 
town meetings saw "angry de-
mands for an end to damage by 
marauding cattle," Locke wrote.

 Indeed, the construction of 
pounds was a top priority for 
Harpswell's founders. The Mas-
sachusetts General Court incor-
porated Harpswell on Jan. 25, 
1758, as the 13th town in what 
was then the District of Maine. 
The next year, voters at town 
meeting ordered the construc-
tion of two log pounds, one on 
Great Island and one at Harp-
swell Center.

 Early on, elected pound keep-
ers would keep animals in their 
barns or in log enclosures. "Lat-
er, towns contracted for mas-
sive stone structures with heavy, 
locked gates, not only to keep 
animals in but also to prevent 
owners from 'liberating' them 
without paying costs and dam-
ages," Locke wrote.
 In 1783, voters approved the 
town's first stone pounds — 

again, one on Great Island and 
one at Harpswell Center. The 
surviving cattle pound at Harp-
swell Center was built 10 years 
later, in 1793, "but is still one of 
the earliest known in the state," 
according to Locke. The location 
of the Great Island pound is un-
known.
 The stone walls that mark 
the boundaries of the Harpswell 
Center pound today are the re-
mains of the structure. Around 
the 1930s, the state took most of 
the stones "to fill a marshy place 
in the road," Locke wrote.
 Harpswell Historical Society 
President David Hackett said 
that the east and south walls are 
original, while the others were 
rebuilt around the 1980s. Locke 
contributed to that effort.
 Factors such as the decline 
of agriculture, the enclosure of 
pastures and a rise in civic re-
sponsibility rendered pounds 
mostly obsolete in the early-to-
mid-1800s. "The final blow to 
pounds came in the 1870s with 
the introduction of cheap, effec-
tive barbed wire," Locke wrote.
 If the Rotary receives the go-
ahead, "the plaque should be 
ready to mount by the end of 
the summer," Taft said. There 
would be a ceremony to unveil 
the plaque. The club would then 
add a description of the site to its 
website and a brochure. ⚓

The Cribstone Bridge
Collection

The distinct crisscrossed design of Harpswell’s Cribstone Bridge allows the ebbs and flows of the ocean to pass through without compromise to its 
structure. Made from local granite and using no adhesives, this unique and ingenious design embraces both strength and permeability.

It is in this spirit that we designed our Cribstone Collection of jewelry pieces; a tribute to the power of nature met with the 
creativity of humanity. We think you will agree both the iconic bridge and our collection are treasures to be truly appreciated.

Explore our full collection online and in person in Brunswick, ME.

For A Life Worth Celebrating
keithfieldgoldsmith.com

Brunswick Rotary proposes historic marker for cattle pound

The 1793 cattle pound on the town commons at Harpswell Center. The rear and right-hand walls are the rem-
nants of the original pound, while the other walls were rebuilt around the 1980s. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY SUSAN OLCOTT
 What is access? According to the 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary, access 
is "permission, liberty, or ability to 
enter, approach, or pass to and from a 
place or to approach or communicate 
with a person or thing." Two words 
jump out of this definition — people 
and place. Both of these themes fea-
tured prominently in a recent panel 
discussion in Harpswell that consid-
ered what access means along the 
town's waterfront.
 "Access for the Fishing Com-
munity," presented on May 11 at the 
Orr's Island Schoolhouse, was the 
latest in a series entitled "Living and 
Working in a Waterfront Commu-
nity: A Conversation Series," present-
ed by the Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association, Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust, Holbrook Community 
Foundation, Harpswell Anchor and 
Cundy's Harbor Library. The collab-
orating organizations initiated this 
series in the fall in order to create a di-
alogue about the working waterfront 
among members of the community 
who bring different perspectives and 
experiences. Two presentations in the 
fall focused on the seasonality of fish-
eries and fishing families.
 The access conversation was the 
first of two spring events. The second, 
in June, will focus on etiquette on the 
waterfront. The panelists were Rob-
ert Boyce, a local clam harvester and 
fisherman who sits on the Harpswell 

Marine Resources Committee; Mary 
Ann Nahf, chair of the Harpswell 
Conservation Commission; and Ben 
Martens, executive director of the 
Maine Coast Fishermen's Associa-
tion.
 "What is access?" was the opening 
question posed by Monique Coombs, 
director of community programs for 
the Maine Coast Fishermen's Associ-
ation and moderator of the conversa-
tion series.
 Boyce brought up the issue of 
waterfront parking in Harpswell, par-
ticularly at high tide. Nahf discussed 
her work as a part of the Casco Bay 
Regional Shellfish Working Group 
to identify current and historical in-
tertidal access points. She referred to 
the group's recently released guide, 
"Preserving Access to the Intertidal: 
A guide for coastal stakeholders and 

municipalities," available at tinyurl.
com/2nh86yxu. Martens described 
access to fishing permits and zones.
 The discussion continued with 
questions from the audience, which 
included how real estate agents can 
provide an introduction to the wa-
terfront for people interested in mov-
ing to Harpswell. Another audience 
member asked how existing property 
owners could establish good relation-
ships with harvesters regarding access 
over private property.
 "Talk to us and you'll find we're 
pretty nice. It just takes starting a con-
versation," Boyce said. "Tell us what 
works for you. If you don't want us 
there certain days of the week or cer-
tain times of the day, we can do that."
 Cundy's Harbor Library Director 
Heather Logan shared an anecdote 
about her 97-year-old mother, who 

has long-established relationships 
with harvesters who access the flats 
from her property. "My mother says, 
'This is my land, but your path,'" Lo-
gan said. "It's a beautiful relationship."
 Boyce said that anyone is welcome 
to attend the monthly meetings of the 
town's Marine Resources Committee 
to learn more about shellfish harvest-
ing and meet some of the people in-
volved.
 Other questions focused on what 
residents can do to protect natural 
resources along the waterfront. Poor 
water quality has closed clam flats in 
parts of Harpswell. Problems with 
septic systems can contribute to poor 
water quality, and Nahf said the town 
has resources available to help ad-
dress septic issues for those in need of 
assistance.
 Another way community mem-
bers can support the working wa-
terfront is to eat more local seafood. 
The Maine Coast Fishermen's Asso-
ciation provided samples of its Maine 
Coast Monkfish Stew at the event. 
Martens said the stew both intro-
duces people to monkfish, a species 
that is less known or "accessible" to 
consumers; and provides proceeds 
for the association's Fishermen Feed-
ing Mainers program. This program 
purchases fish from fishermen at a 
fair price and donates it to schools, 
food banks and community groups 
throughout the state.
 The evening ended on a high note, 

with Coombs asking the panelists for 
simple solutions to access issues. As 
Martens put it, "People are good at 
the end of the day. It all starts with a 
conversation. The more we connect, 
the more we can build shared goals. 
People come here because they love it 
and they want to care. We have to give 
them the tools to do that."
 Before concluding for the night, 
Coombs reminded attendees of the 
next panel in the conversation series. 
"You might notice that it gets pretty 
busy on the water here in the sum-
mertime," she said, introducing the 
topic for the June 15 conversation, 
"Etiquette on the Waterfront." The 
event will take place from 6-8 p.m. 
at Bailey Island Library Hall. It is 
free to attend, either in person or via 
livestream. Register at tinyurl.com/
vtavc4kc or contact Julia McLeod at 
director@hhltmaine.org or 207-721-
1121.
 A recording of the May con-
versation is available at tinyurl.
com/2p8ratrs.
 Susan Olcott, of Brunswick, is 
director of operations for the Maine 
Coast Fishermen's Association. She 
has a weekly column, “Intertidal,” 
in The Times Record, and writes for 
Maine Women Magazine.
 A grant from the Broad Reach 
Fund supports the Harpswell Anchor's 
reporting on the working waterfront, 
as well as the waterfront conversation 
series. ⚓

Join Our Team!
• Operating Foreman
• Dependable Class A or B     
   Truck Drivers
• Septic Technicians
Will Train the Right Person!

Please call us! 207-729-4710 or 207-721-0155
26 Keri Drive, Harpswell, ME 04079

Construction & Septic Services Apply in person at 26 Keri Drive, 
Harpswell or send your resume to 
webberenterprises@outlook.com

Residential Sitework Specialists
• Licensed Septic system Installers • Shoreline Stabilization 
• Ledge Removal-Blast free • Lot Clearing-Tree & Stump Removal 
• Road & Driveway Grading • Foundation Excavation 
• Drainage installation • Utilities Prep • Island work welcome! 
(Barge services available)

Material Deliveries of
Topsoil, Dark bark mulch, Pitch black mulch, Sands, Gravels, 
Crushed stone & ECM.

Septic Services
• Septic tank Cleanings • Holding tank Cleanings 
• Septic System Repairs & Maintenance

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
https://fishmoonyoga.com

Open by appointment - or 
watch for the open flag!

Call 207-833-6081
31 Widgeon Cove Lane

Harpswell, Maine  04079
www.widgeoncove.com

Showing 
◊ handmade paper
◊ paintings
◊ jewelry
◊ mixed media
◊ sculpture

Log Cabin
An Island Inn

NNooww  ooppeenn  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaassoonn!
P.O. Box 410

Bailey Island, Maine 04003
207-833-5546

Fax 207-833-7858
www.logcabin-maine.com

Waterfront conversation series tackles access, in all its forms

Attendees listen to a panel discussion about access to the waterfront at 
the Orr's Island Schoolhouse on May 11. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY GR EG BESTICK
 The origin story of many 
tech startups includes a tale of 
intrepid founders in a cluttered 
garage, working all hours on a 
world-changing idea. The Harp-
swell equivalent of the garage in 
California where Steve Jobs start-
ed Apple might be Shaun Mere-
dith's home office on Harpswell 
Neck.
 Meredith and his business 
partner, Chuck Goldman, found-
ed Omnic Data in that Harpswell 
house, which also happens to be 
the former location of the town's 
tax collector. Omnic is a young 
company with big plans to rev-
olutionize the esports industry. 
In this brave new online world, 
players and teams compete 
against each other playing pop-
ular video games such as League 
of Legends, Overwatch and Fort-
nite. There are teams at all levels, 
from high school through col-
lege to pro leagues. Many of the 

350 colleges now fielding esports 
teams offer scholarships to their 
players, and top pros can earn 
seven-figure salaries. Fans watch 
esports contests on streaming 
platforms such as Twitch and 
YouTube Gaming, or live, in the 
same arenas where they'd see a 
concert or a basketball game.
 (For a look at a local esports 
team, read about the Harpswell 
Coastal Academy team on the 
Anchor website: tinyurl.com/
76puby57.)
 For non-gamers, esports is like 
the planet Jupiter: huge, but easy 
to overlook if you're not paying 
attention. In 2020, almost 100 
million unique viewers tuned in 
to watch the League of Legends 
world championship finals from 
South Korea — more than the 
number of viewers who watched 
the Super Bowl that year, accord-
ing to Business Telegraph. In the 
U.S., esports attracts more reg-
ular viewers than baseball, bas-

ketball and hockey — more, in 
fact, than any traditional sports 
league except the National Foot-
ball League.
 Steven Koltai, an investor in 
Omnic and a former senior advi-
sor for entrepreneurship to Pres-
ident Barack Obama, believes 
that participating in esports 
provides a wide variety of bene-
fits to its players, including im-
proved health, better hand-eye 
coordination, increased critical 
thinking and problem-solving 
abilities, and improved memory. 
Being part of a team enhances 
social and communication skills. 
According to Koltai, a signifi-
cant number of esports players 
self-identify as physically dis-
abled, and the esports arena 
gives them a space where they 
can flourish and "a sense of free-
dom not available in the physical 
world." 
 Omnic uses artificial intelli-
gence technology to help esports 
athletes improve their gameplay. 
The company's goal is to provide 
performance data for the top 10 
esports video games, which Mer-
edith estimates would give the 
company a potential global audi-
ence of 1.8 billion players.
 The idea for Omnic came 
from a traditional sports prac-
tice. Every year, the NFL holds a 
combine to measure the relative 
skills and strengths of players — 
everything from their vertical 
leap to times in the 40-yard dash. 
The Overwatch esports league 
wanted to start a combine for its 
players, but had no idea what to 
measure or how to measure it. 
Meredith realized that a lot of the 
information the league needed 
already existed in Overwatch and 
other video games. If you built a 
neural network to interact with 
this data, you could then sort it 

into a form that helped players 
learn from and improve their 
play.
 A neural network is a set of 
computer algorithms that can 
suss out patterns in a pile of data 
and organize that data into use-
ful information. Google's search 
engine is a well-known example 
of a neural network. You type in 
a query, and the search engine 
crawls all over the web, extract-
ing and sorting the relevant in-
formation and delivering it to 
your computer in seconds. The 
more searches the program does, 
the "smarter" and more precise it 
gets.
 Omnic collects data from 
thousands of hours of video 
gameplay and turns it into per-

formance feedback and strategy 
tips for players and coaches. Its 
computer vision technology can 
pick up tendencies that are hard 
to spot in real time. Improved 
performance can make the dif-
ference in getting a college schol-
arship, or getting selected to play 
on a pro team.
 An esports player needs the 
same skills as an elite athlete in 
any sport — reflexes, stamina, 
mental toughness, intelligence, 
and a tactical and strategic grasp 
of the game. Players will be able 
to create an account on Om-
nic's site, upload videos of their 
gameplay and instantly receive 
customized coaching recom-
mendations. They'll get feedback 

Return, Oil on CLinen, 30"x30"

Joanne Tarlin
joannetarlin@gmail.com

 www.joannetarlin.com

"Art 'n' Oysters" 
GunPoint Cove Gallery

 
Fine art/photography joins 
with Devil's Back Oysters, 

farmed here 
207-319-5885

1241 Harpswell Islands Road
Orr’s Island, ME

Open daily or by appointment

Shaun Meredith: A Harpswell entrepreneur rides the esports wave

Harpswell entrepreneur and Omnic Data co-founder Shaun Meredith works in 
Omnic's new office space on Station Avenue in Brunswick. (SALLY MEREDITH PHOTO)

See OMNIC on Page 29

DANCING UNDER THE STARS
CARIBBEAN NIGHT with DINNER

Orr's Bailey Island Fire Dept Fundraiser

Wednesday, August 10, 2022, 6:00 - 10:00 pm 
At the Orr's Bailey Island Fire Department and School House

1600 Harpswell Islands Rd, Orr's Island, ME

Dance under the stars to the music of Stream Reggae, Maine’s premier reggae band.

Dinner includes Caribbean pork w/plantains and squash in peanut sauce, jerk chicken, 
rice & beans, salad and dessert. BYOB. Water and lemonade provided.

Tickets $100 per person. Purchase at www.obifd.org or on OBIFD facebook page. 
Advance purchase recommended. There may be additional tickets available at the 

door. You may call Jan Skillings-Goff the evening of the event to see if tickets are sold 
out at (978) 530-6417. Ticket price is tax deductible. 
Proceeds benefit the OBIFD volunteer fire and rescue. 

Colorful Caribbean attire encouraged!
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BY K ELLI PAR K
 The new marina at Safe Har-
bor Great Island is nearing com-
pletion in time for boating sea-
son.
 "Most of the things that are 
built on the water in Maine have 
been homemade and put togeth-
er over time and … nothing real-
ly matches up," said Trevor Davis, 
assistant general manager at Safe 
Harbor Great Island. "This proj-
ect was a rare opportunity to take 
a step back and look at what we 
would need to be successful go-
ing forward and make huge im-
provements."
 Safe Harbor Great Island has 
three projects in progress: the 
new marina, the installation of a 
Marine Travelift to move boats 
into and out of the water, and 
the construction of an addition-
al building for boat maintenance 
and repair.
 The new marina will feature 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act-compliant docks with 50 
slips, 15 fewer than before. Few-
er slips will create more space to 
maneuver within the marina. The 
size of the mooring field will re-

main the same.
 "This is a pretty rare opportu-
nity to make this kind of invest-
ment in a site in one year," Davis 
said.
 Safe Harbor hopes to complete 

the Travelift and the boat shop by 
Oct. 1.
 "We need a Travelift because 
we're tide-dependent, which 
limits how well we can do our 
jobs and how competitive we are 
against other boatyards," Davis 
added. "We want to make sure 
that we are competitive so that 
we can continue to employ peo-
ple here."
 The Travelift will extend into 
Orr's Cove on a pair of 165-foot 
piers.

 "The whole process has been 
approached with the idea that 
this is our backyard," said Davis. 
When boatyard management was 
planning the project, they want-
ed to "do something that we're 
proud of for 30-40 years," he said.
 Safe Harbor Great Island is the 
town's largest private year-round 
employer, with 47 workers.
 "This kind of investment en-
sures that we will be working 
waterfront for a long time to 
come," said Davis. "We're going 

to be competitive and we'll be 
able to keep up with the industry 
and make sure that people still 
come to Maine to get their boats 
worked on."
 Freelance journalist Kelli Park 
has contributed to The Times Re-
cord, The Working Waterfront, 
Edible Maine and The Coastal 
Journal. A part-time college in-
structor and teacher of English to 
speakers of other languages, she 
lives in Cundy’s Harbor with her 
son, Kieran. ⚓

From classic to contemporary
from Maine boiled lobster

to Maine craft beer
You can get it all here at

amazing experience!
cookslobster.com

Where all great things come together for one

Replacement of marina at Safe Harbor Great Island nears completion

The construction of a new marina at Safe Harbor Great Island nears completion on April 25. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)
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BY JESSICA PICAR D
 When music educator Bob 
Modr and engineer Daniel Huber 
were put in charge of entertainment 
for the Harpswell Summer Festival 
about 10 years ago, musicians were 
playing on a concrete slab at George 
J. Mitchell Field. Modr turned to 
Huber and said, “We could do bet-
ter than this!”
 “Bob, if you can raise enough 
money, I’ll design it and build it,” 
Huber responded. The result was 
the Harpswell Bandstand by the 
Sea. A decade later, at 82 years old, 
Modr is stepping down as chair of 
the town’s Bandstand Committee 
and conductor of the Harpswell 
Concert Band.
 “I’ve always been involved in 
music,” Modr said. He moved to 
Harpswell in the 1990s and retired 
in 2003 after a long career of cre-
ating and teaching music — from 
playing in the Air Force Band in 
New York City at the age of 18, to 
studying at the New England Con-
servatory of Music in Boston; from 
teaching at public schools in Orono 
and Brunswick, to teaching children 
at military bases in England and It-
aly for the U.S. Department of De-
fense.

 After getting the idea for the 
bandstand, Modr and Huber trav-
eled around to performance spaces 
where Modr had played trumpet 
with New Hampshire’s Moose 
Mountain Jazz Band. Huber took 
aspects they liked from various 
venues and built a model for a so-
lar-powered structure overlooking 
Casco Bay, with a wooden ceiling to 
amplify sound.
 “The bandstand was (Modr’s) 
dream and brilliant idea,” said Can-
di Hine, who plays in the Harpswell 
Community Band and was on the 
Bandstand Committee from 2013-
2021. “I remember going to the 
now-defunct Harpswell Summer 
Festival and seeing a model of what 
they hoped to build.”
 The model is now with the 
Harpswell Historical Society.
 Fundraising for the approxi-
mately $90,000 bandstand included 
asking for donations, selling bricks 
engraved with names and quotes 
to go around the front of the band-
stand, and performances by the 
Moose Mountain Jazz Band.
 “We couldn’t have done it with-
out Dan Huber and so many oth-
er townspeople,” Modr said. He 
recounted a time when he was 

painting boards for the ceiling of 
the bandstand at Mitchell Field. A 
woman walked by and asked him 
what he was doing. When he ex-
plained the project, she went home, 
changed her clothes, and came back 
to help.
 “It just happened that way,” Modr 
said of the community effort to raise 
the bandstand. “The support is what 
was amazing.”
 Behind the bandstand, there is 
a “builder’s path” of bricks bearing 
the names of community members 
who physically helped build the 
structure.
 Once construction of the band-
stand was underway, Modr got to 
work on assembling musicians.
 “I vividly remember getting a 
phone call from him that spring. 
I did not know him, but he heard 
through the grapevine that I played 
flute and invited me to join,” Hine 
said. “He inspired people to get their 
instruments out again. He put to-
gether quite the band, even that first 
summer.”
 “There was a lot of word-of-
mouth recruiting,” said Ed Holt, 
who had not played his trumpet in 
more than 40 years by the time the 

continued on next page
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band formed. “Somehow (Modr) 
learned that I had played trumpet 
back in the day and started calling 
me in 2015. I ignored his calls at first 
because I knew what he was up to, 
but finally I answered his third call, 
and I’m glad I did.”
 “There are people in town who 
are very talented,” Modr said. “They 
don’t think they are, because they 
probably haven’t played since high 
school. The opportunity was there, 
and they took it and ran with it.”
 “One thing I appreciate is he 
chose challenging music,” Holt said 
of Modr. “It’s a mix, and that’s really 
good.”
 The finished bandstand and the 
newly formed band came together 
in the summer of 2013 for an in-
augural performance and dedica-
tion of the structure to the town. A 
Bandstand Committee was formed 
to oversee the bandstand, choose 
visiting bands and continue to raise 
funds.
 Modr chaired the committee 
from its inception until this spring, 
when he stepped down as both 
chair and conductor of the band. He 
will continue to participate as one of 
the seven committee members.
 After a two-year performance hi-
atus due to COVID-19, the roughly 
40-member band has welcomed a 

new conductor, John Morneau, for 
its return to the stage.
 Morneau, of Brunswick, has 
taught music in public schools for 
43 years. He has served as director 
of the Bowdoin College Concert 
Band since 1988.
 Modr was excited for Morneau 
to take the reins. “We’ve played to-
gether many, many times,” he said.
 “I’ve worked with adult bands 
for a number of years. This is a re-
ally good band,” Morneau said of 
the Harpswell Community Band. 
“They played their hearts out the 
first two rehearsals we had. I think 
people are really going to enjoy the 
music that we play. They’ve done a 
marvelous job.”
 Morneau said that this year’s 
music selection will fit the beautiful 
location and the time of year.
 “We are all so excited to be to-
gether again,” Hine said of the band 
members.
 Between band performanc-
es, a visiting group will play at the 
bandstand every week this summer. 
While all concerts are free to attend, 
in order to pay visiting bands, the 
committee has a “Johnny Cash” box 
at performances for donations.
 Morneau hopes that people will 
remember “what a great resource 
that they have in their community.”
 “One of the reasons we do what 

we do, in my opinion, is to help 
make the world a better place,” 
Morneau said. “And if we can help 
people escape for about an hour and 
a half for these concerts, or even 
these rehearsals, then we are affect-
ing lives in a positive way. We need 
that as much now as we ever have. 
I encourage people to turn out and 
really enjoy this great group that 
Bob started.”
 The band is accepting new 
members.

 “We always welcome new peo-
ple who love to play,” Morneau said. 
“What makes this group, and all 
adult groups, especially rewarding, 
is that all these people are playing 
for the right reasons — love of mu-
sic, enjoyment of making music and 
making music together with others.”
 Anyone interested should email 
Morneau at jmorneau@bowdo-
in.edu. The band rehearses in the 
spring and summer on Mondays 
from 6:30-8 p.m. at the United 

Methodist Church in Brunswick.
 The Harpswell Concert Band 
will open the season at the band-
stand on June 16, and will play again 
on July 21 and Sept. 1. A full sched-
ule for the 2022 season is available 
on Page 13.
 Jessica Picard, of Newcastle, works 
for the Maine Department of Labor, 
writing and photographing in her 
spare time. She previously worked as 
a journalist and photographer in Mid-
coast Maine and Massachusetts. ⚓
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and 269 advertising sponsors who 
have stepped up — some even before 
we published our first paper — to 
support our operation.
 The response from our commu-
nity has been fabulous and humbling. 
Our readers have not only provided 
the funding necessary to run the pa-
per, they have also sent us words of 
encouragement and gratitude, like 
this message: “Very pleased with the 
way this new publication is shaping 
up, really professional and giving 
Harpswell a real sense of communi-
ty. … You guys are really coming into 
your own, the paper is great and the 
writing is superb. … As a nonresident 
property owner, it is so wonderful 
to hear Harpswell news year-round. 
Thank you!”
 Why is local, nonpartisan news so 
important in this day and age? Con-
nie Sage Conner, one of the found-
ers of the new Anchor and a current 
board member, says: “Democracy 
cannot survive without a free, open 
and nonpartisan press. Without the 
media there is no accountability, no 
credibility and no oversight. More 
than 2,000 newspapers in the U.S. 
have closed in the past decade. But 
with nonprofit information sources 
like the Harpswell Anchor, we know 
who’s running for elected office and 
what decisions are made by our town 
and our school officials. We become 
better, more informed citizens.”
 These might seem like lofty 
words, especially for a small town. 
But our little experiment is garner-
ing attention, not only in Harpswell 
but throughout the state and beyond. 
Last fall, Bill Nemitz, the recently re-
tired and widely read Portland Press 

Herald columnist, was interested 
enough to come up to Harpswell to 
visit. He featured our project in a col-
umn entitled “Adrift without its local 
news, a Maine coastal town gets its 
‘Anchor’ back.”
 Nemitz wrote: “The experiment 
is working. The news, the features, 
the calendar listings, the ‘non-prof-
it corner’ for other organizations to 
strut their stuff, now course through 
the community each month like a 
much-needed antidote to last winter’s 
desolation.”
 We have also heard from people 
who want to replicate the Anchor’s 
success in their own communities, 
including groups from Berwick, 
Maine, and Kent, Connecticut, who 
feel as bereft as we did when the old 
Anchor folded. “How did you do it?” 
they asked us over and over. It seems 
so daunting, running a print paper in 
this day of digital news.
 There are several elements to our 
“secret sauce.” First and foremost is 
the support of our community. It is 
unusual — and amazing — that such 
a large proportion of a town’s popula-
tion has donated to a fledgling non-
profit. People have written letters to 
the editor, submitted calendar items 
and story ideas, and commented on 
our Facebook posts, helping us craft 
our news every month.
 Town Administrator Kristi Eiane 
said, “From a local government’s per-
spective, we are pleased to see the An-
chor’s coverage of municipal as well as 
school issues, and very much appreci-
ate the paper’s role in keeping people 
informed. The void in community 
news, during the period when the 
Anchor ceased operations, has been 
skillfully filled.”
 Second on the list is a bit of luck: 
finding the right mix of staff and 

board members. The current board, 
composed of many of the founders, 
is an active and talented one, bringing 
the necessary set of skills to the table: 
journalism, business, marketing, ac-
counting. We live in a town that at-
tracts many retirees, and these folks 
have the time and the dedication to 
lead the charge.
 “The talent of the Harpswell res-
idents who came together to restart 
the Anchor, and the hard work they 
put in, was truly impressive,” said 
Greg Bestick, president of the An-
chor’s board. “The Anchor’s success 
is becoming a model for other towns 
who want to start a local nonprofit 
paper, and we’re really proud of that.”
 Local businesses are grateful to 
have the paper back. Laurie Haggerty, 
owner of Roxanne York Real Estate 
on Bailey Island, said, “Advertising in 
the paper has become one of the im-
portant pieces of our marketing strat-
egy. The Anchor has become a nice 
local resource of timely information 
and we are happy to have our mes-
sage be a part of it.”
 We initiated a Business Directory 

back in the fall to help smaller busi-
nesses advertise. Our readers have 
told us that they consider the Busi-
ness Directory their personal yellow 
pages. Deane Van Dusen, who runs 
an invasive plant and insect treat-
ment firm out of Harpswell Center, 
said, “Biome Care started advertising 
in the Business Directory this spring 
and the response has been very good, 
especially from Harpswell residents. 
You can’t beat the cost and it has more 
than paid for itself!”
 We also regard the Anchor as 
an important tool to help fellow lo-
cal nonprofits. Organizations like 
the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, 
Harpswell Aging at Home, the Harp-
swell Invasive Plant Partnership, and 
local churches and fire departments 
all signed up for ads starting with our 
first issue, taking a chance on us.
 “We rely on the Anchor to get 
the word out to people who are not 
online,” said LeAnne Grillo, chair of 
HAH’s communications team. “It’s 
important that we announce our 
gatherings and programs to every-
one, not just those with computers. 

I look at our relationship with the 
Anchor as a partnership. It’s great that 
J.W., the editor, is open to our ideas 
for stories, and there is a lot more dis-
cussion going both ways.”
 HHLT interim Executive Director 
Julia McLeod said that when the old 
Anchor ceased publication, the Land 
Trust lost an important means for 
communication with the community.
 “We are so thrilled that the An-
chor was reinstated as a nonprofit,” 
McLeod said. “The paper is a crucial 
avenue for us to get the word out 
about events and news, and the orga-
nization has been a wonderful com-
munity partner. Harpswell is truly 
lucky to have such a fantastic local 
newspaper!”
 Now, as we enter our second year 
of operation and celebrate our new 
nonprofit status, we wish to thank 
every one of you — readers, donors, 
freelancers, volunteers, the list goes 
on — for “raising the Anchor” and 
ensuring its continued success. ⚓
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instruction on land, the fisher-
men donned survival suits and 
headed down to the dock. One 
by one, they stepped sideways 
off the dock and into the harbor, 
then formed a line and helped 

each other swim to a life raft and 
climb in. A diver with the Maine 
State Police was on standby in 
the water.
 Chris Chadwick, of Port 
Clyde, captains two fishing ves-
sels out of New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts, the Kineo and the Tor 
Bay, which carry up to 10 crew 
members apiece. He attended 

the training to earn his certifica-
tion as a drill instructor.
 The Cundy's Harbor training 
was Chadwick's first time wear-
ing a survival suit in the water, 
and he was grateful for the prac-
tice. "There's no other way to do 
it than just to do it," Chadwick 
said.
 Dan Orchard, executive vice 

president of Fishing Partner-
ship Support Services, said that 
13 fishermen participated in the 
Cundy's Harbor training. He had 
hoped for more, but figured that 
many would-be trainees opted to 
fish while the weather was mild 
and sunny.
 Orchard, a former commer-
cial fisherman, shared examples 
of fishermen who have survived 
emergencies at sea because of 
their training. One sternman on 
a lobster boat attended a training 
and started wearing an inflatable 
personal flotation device at work. 

A week later, he went overboard 
while setting traps. The vest was 
credited with saving his life.
 "Fishing has remained on the 
top 10 list of most dangerous 
professions for years," Orchard 
said. A 2020 report by USA 
Today listed fishing as the sec-
ond-most-dangerous profession 
in America, with 30 deaths in 
2018, a rate of 77.4 per 100,000 
workers.
 "When it comes to mitigating 
the risk, training is fundamen-
tal," Orchard said. "Training is 
shown to work." ⚓

a very important, measure," Hess 
said.
 Hess encouraged the school to 
"redouble" its fundraising efforts 
and make fundraising "an ongo-
ing part of improving your over-
all financial performance."
 "It's a hard thing to do, but 
successful institutions sustain 
those types of initiatives," he 
said.
 He pointed out that Harpswell 
Coastal Academy's charter con-
tract expires next year and the 
commission's approval of con-
solidation "should not be taken 
as an indicator on renewal."
 "There's much work left to 
do," Hess said. "The commis-
sion's staff and the commission 
itself wants you to succeed. Ball's 
in your court. Wishing you the 
best."
 Commissioner Victoria 
"Tori" Kornfield cast the sole 
vote against the plan, citing the 
school's finances and the recom-

mendation of the commission's 
staff to reject the plan.
 "The plans are wonderful, 
but past performance says that 
they're not going to … be able to 
do everything that they say they 
are," Kornfield said. "They're well 
meaning. I understand that. They 
want their school to be good. I 
get it. But there has been nothing 
in the past that tells us that it's 
going to happen."
 Commission Executive Di-
rector Jeremy Jones did not in-
dicate a change in the staff 's rec-
ommendation, but did say that 
he has worked with Harpswell 
Coastal Academy leadership to 
refine the consolidation plan.
 "We have worked incredibly 
hard in a collaborative man-
ner," Jones said, starting the 
morning after the commission's 
April vote to table the consolida-
tion request. "I have to give the 
HCA team a lot of credit for all 
the work that they put into their 
plan over the last month," he 
said.
 "I think it's just important for 
everyone to really understand 

that this is not a commission-ver-
sus-charter environment, but I've 
been impressed with HCA's will-
ingness to come to the table and 
work collaboratively with the 
commission," Jones added.
 Commissioner Shelley Reed, 
chair of the commission's School 
Performance Committee, report-
ed that the committee had voted 
2-1 to recommend approval of 
the consolidation plan. She did 
not elaborate on members' votes, 
but Kornfield serves on the com-
mittee and asked Reed to exclude 
her from positive remarks about 
the committee's review.
 Harpswell Coastal Academy 
Board of Directors Chair Cyn-
thia Shelmerdine addressed the 
commission prior to its vote.
 "Nobody is under an illusion 
that we are doing something 
easy, but we've been energized 
by the ways in which we see that 
consolidation will help us ad-
dress some of the deficiencies 
in the school. … I think we now 
see some solutions as clearly as 
we see the problems, so thank 
you all for helping us get to that 

point."
 Harpswell Coastal Academy 
currently operates one location 
in the former West Harpswell 
School, which it owns; and one 
on the former naval base in 
Brunswick. Grades five through 
eight attend school in Harpswell, 
grades nine through 12 in Bruns-
wick.
 The consolidation plan will 
close the Brunswick facility and 
bring all grades to the Harpswell 
campus, where the school will 
erect three yurts to provide addi-
tional classroom space.
 The Harpswell Coastal Acad-
emy Board of Directors first vot-
ed to consolidate on March 16. 
School officials said that a pan-
demic-driven decline in enroll-
ment had left them with a choice 
to consolidate or close.
 The school faced resistance to 
consolidation from the Charter 
School Commission. The com-
mission's staff cited academic 
and financial problems, as well 
as high absenteeism and low en-
rollment, in its recommendation 
against the plan.

 Throughout the process, doz-
ens of students, parents, alumni 
and staff urged officials to ap-
prove the consolidation, describ-
ing the school as a haven for 
students who did not succeed or 
feel safe in public school before 
thriving at Harpswell Coastal 
Academy.
 In comments after the meet-
ing, Shelmerdine said the board 
is grateful for the commission 
giving consolidation a chance.
 "There is a lot of exciting work 
ahead," Shelmerdine said in an 
email to the Anchor. "First and 
foremost is enrollment. We want 
to get the word out that we are 
indeed open for learning, and 
eager to welcome both new and 
returning students."
 The school will also contin-
ue fundraising. A teacher has 
set up an online campaign at 
gofund.me/34cfce23.
 "A lot of work went into our 
consolidation plan, which lays 
out tasks and timelines for our 
next steps," Shelmerdine said. 
"We look forward to getting back 
to our Harpswell roots." ⚓
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BY JANICE THOMPSON
 We are at the edge of our seats, my 
husband and I, as we watch the final 
scenes of the documentary. Stakes 
are high, pressure mounts. There 
are hushed silences and bursts of ap-
plause. Are we watching a high-stakes 
poker game? An international chess 
match?
 No. It's the American Crossword 
Puzzle Tournament, an event that was 
founded in 1978 by Will Shortz, edi-
tor of The New York Times crossword 
puzzle.
 And in the end, the winner is Tyler 
Hinman, then just 20 years old and 
the youngest winner in the tourna-
ment's history. Tyler's parents are Lew 
and Krista Hinman, of Harpswell. Ty-
ler and his dad created the two cross-
words that have run in the Harpswell 
Anchor.
 When Lew approached the paper 
to offer us a Harpswell-themed cross-
word, we had no idea we had such a 
star in our midst.
 The documentary we watched is 
called "Wordplay," and it features in-
terviews with an eclectic mix of lumi-
naries, such as Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, 
Ken Burns, the Indigo Girls and Jon 
Stewart, all fans of the game. The sub-
ject is the 2005 tournament, an annual 
gathering that is usually held at a Mar-
riott hotel in Stamford, Connecticut.
 What we learned from the docu-
mentary: Crosswords are always sym-
metrical, so the black boxes are in the 
same place when you turn the page 
around. Crossword creators typically 
do not use words that are "unpleas-
ant," such as words for bodily func-
tions. Winners tend to be musicians 
or mathematicians. During the tour-
nament, everyone solves the same 

crossword, accumulating points for 
timing and accuracy. The top scorers 
in three divisions qualify for the finals, 
with each division using different sets 
of clues for the final round, varying by 
difficulty.
 And the annual gathering looks 
like a whole lot of fun: old friends 
coming together to celebrate a com-
mon passion.
 "It's very, very competitive," Lew 
says. "It's like any big national sports 
event."
 That said, it's also collegial. The 
documentary depicts a situation 
where Tyler is shorted by a minute. 
The mistake is discovered by his rival, 
who wants to make sure the situation 
is corrected.
 Tyler, who is now 37 and working 
as a software engineer in San Fran-
cisco, has been doing crosswords 
since he was 13 and living outside of 

London with his family. He was in-
spired by some high school teachers 
who loved puzzles. After dabbling in 
puzzle building, he started solving. 
"I'm the winner of seven consecutive 
national tournaments, provided you 
ignore the entire decade of the 2010s," 
Tyler says, chuckling. "That just wasn't 
my decade."
 Back in 2005 when he first won, 
his competitors were amazed. "How 
he knows so much, we have no idea," 
one of the contestants says on film. 
Usually it takes age and experience to 
get so good at the puzzles.
 That particular gathering started 
a five-tournament winning streak, 

making Tyler a celebrity on the cross-
word puzzle circuit. When asked if he 
lists the prizes on his resume, Tyler 
laughs and says, “Oh yeah. I milk it for 
all it's worth."
 Out of the roughly 500 people 
who compete in the American Cross-
word Puzzle Tournament, only 10 or 
12 have a realistic chance of winning. 
If you make one mistake, it is almost 
impossible to be a frontrunner. Ty-
ler's last mistake was in 2017; it was 
during the final round and cost him 
the win.
 The final round especially is a 
white-knuckle event. The three final-
ists wear earphones with white noise 
so they can't hear the commentary. 
And there is a lot of commentary, just 
like in any sports competition. The 
contestants stand in front of white-
boards and fill out the puzzles by 
hand.
 Tyler likes the in-person aspect 
of the whole thing. The tournament 
was held online for the past two years 
because of COVID-19. But the Satur-
day night talent show, the impromptu 
music breaking out between games, 
and the hugs and greetings were lost 
during those years.
 The documentary was entered in 
the 2016 Sundance Film Festival. Al-
though it didn't win any prizes, Tyler 
remembers the trip fondly. "I can hon-
estly tell people," he says with a grin, 
"that I shared a bunk bed with Will 
Shortz."
 Although Tyler Hinman might 

not be a household name — yet — 
Will Shortz is. He has been a guest on 
TV shows such as "The Oprah Win-
frey Show," "The Daily Show" and "The 
Colbert Report." He guest-starred on 
an episode of "The Simpsons" in 2008; 
the episode was called "Homer and 
Lisa Exchange Cross Words." He is a 
regular on NPR's "Weekend Edition 
Sunday" and has edited The New York 
Times crossword puzzle since 1993.
 Tyler and Lew created crossword 
puzzles for the Anchor's August 2021 
and December 2021 editions. This 
month, we are doing something dif-
ferent: This crossword features the 
2022 American Crossword Puzzle 
Tournament final-round puzzle, con-
structed by Wyna Liu and won by 
Tyler. Shortz has given us permission 
to reproduce the puzzle in these pag-
es. We are publishing the puzzle with 
two sets of clues – one "medium," one 
"most difficult" — just like they do in 
the final round of the tournament. For 
reference, Tyler solved the most diffi-
cult puzzle in six minutes, 31 seconds, 
so no pressure!
 As for my husband and me? After 
watching the "Wordplay" documen-
tary, we immediately signed up for a 
New York Times Games subscription. 
We haven't yet solved a puzzle. I got 
close with a Monday crossword, but it 
took me 49 minutes. I don't think we'll 
be heading to the American Cross-
word Puzzle Tournament anytime 
soon. That might be better left to our 
hometown celebrity, Tyler Hinman. ⚓
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Anchor crossword builder wins 7th national championship

2022 American Crossword Puzzle Tournament champion Tyler Hinman 
(left) poses for a photo with tournament founder Will Shortz and Wyna Liu, 
creator of the tournament's final puzzle. (DON CHRISTENSEN PHOTO)
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Set A: Most difficult
ACROSS
1 ___ program
5 Web story?
10 Margarita option
14 ___ stage (Freudian concept)
15 It’s not long and drawn out, 
unfortunately
17 Act sketchy, in a way
18 Square figure, maybe
19 “The ___ of compassion is a 
tear”: Lord Byron
20 Family member
21 Say “nothin’,” say
22 Westernmost N.H.L. team
24 “The ___ ink is better than 
the best memory” (Chinese 
proverb)
25 Stops
26 The “balls” in trash can 
basketball
27 Doesn’t live in the present?
29 Western U.S. capital, to locals
32 Slacked, e.g.
33 It may be set when you leave 
home
34 Kind of block
35 According to
36 Highly watched film?
38 A whole can of worms, say
39 Rest of the calendar?
40 Resonate with

43 Traveling charge
44 Run ___
45 Part of R.W.E.
46 Onetime “We’re up to some-
thing good” sloganeer
48 “I basically consider myself 
street-smart — unfortunately, 
that street is ___”: Carrie Fisher
50 Lord, for one
51 Lab coat?
52 Steer
53 What a series of dots may 
signify
54 Bridge response
55 One’s partner

Set A DOWN
1 Convinced
2 Genre for Ann Rule
3 Simple head cold remedy?
4 First president of the S.C.L.C.
5 16:9 is a common one
6 Sarcastic “You really did me a 
favor”
7 Coffee mug, topologically
8 Gets to
9 Certain two-digit no.
10 Changing places
11 ___ Ziff, Margie’s ex-boy-
friend on “The Simpsons”
12 Panegyrizes
13 Writing spoiled by too many 

characters
16 Places
20 It totally blows
23 Grant consideration
24 They believe the future is in 
your hands
25 Eagerly awaiting
26 They change every 30 days
28 Forefront
29 First mainstream magazine to 
publish Sylvia Plath
30 Holding up
31 Mixed, so to speak
34 God with an understat-
ed-sounding name?
36 Rested at the hips, as pants
37 “Take a ___”
38 Most down
40 Jokesters
41 Brewing
42 Elk’s place
43 Tzatziki relative
45 Sarong, e.g.
47 Group of ants or caterpillars
49 Flora and Fauna, for two
50 Noodle soup garnished with 
herbs and lime

Set C: Medium difficulty
ACROSS
1 Thorny part of a rose
5 Floor just under the roof
10 NaCl
14 Mouth-related
15 Bad thing to draw for an 
unwanted task
17 Slink around
18 Public perch for pigeons
19 Mountain ___ (soda)
20 Equus, for horses
21 Skip over when pronouncing
22 Vancouver hockey team
24 Least colorful
25 List on a rap sheet
26 Mouthfuls of gum
27 Emulates Marty McFly in 
“Back to the Future”
29 Cul-de-___
32 Sent a quick message online, 
in brief
33 Frighten
34 Brand of toy blocks
35 ___ capita
36 Film that’s intended to be 
watched while high
38 Partner of switch
39 Saturday and Sunday
40 Lead-in to action, mind or 
order

43 Going here and there
44 Run ___ of
45 Essayist Ralph ___ Emerson
46 Bygone carrier with the slo-
gan “Up, up and away”
48 Noted Beverly Hills locale
50 One of 12 on a jury
51 Pullover for a pooch
52 Captain’s place
53 “Put it back,” to a proofreader
54 “Sorry, count me out”
55 “Beauty is ___ skin deep”

Set C DOWN
1 Opposite of bought
2 Genre popularized by “In Cold 
Blood”
3 Cold weather headband
4 January holiday inits.
5 Width-to-height proportion, in 
film and photography
6 “Much appreciated!”
7 Doughnut, topologically
8 Really bothers
9 Pennies: Abbr.
10 Compartments for horses
11 Bandleader Shaw
12 Praises highly

13 Bird’s sound
16 Locations, old-style
20 Sudden rush of air
23 Requirement
24 Certain fortunetellers
25 “Take ___ from me…”
26 Fiends with fangs and furry 
faces
28 Plumber’s vehicle
29 Number of syllables in a haiku
30 Still relevant, as a work of 
commentary
31 For students of both sexes
34 Trickster in Norse myth
36 Was close to the ground, as a 
car frame
37 Office note
38 Like the most beautiful skies
40 52 in a deck
41 “The game is ___”: Sherlock 
Holmes
42 Elks facility
43 Indian side dish made with 
yogurt
45 Enclose in paper, as a gift
47 ___/Navy game
49 Roman gods
50 Vietnamese rice noodle soup
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Music Festival
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Puzzle #8 (Set A) — WYNA TAKES ALL! by Wyna Liu
 Seventy nicely interlocked words and phrases forming an all-round test of solving skils.

15 MINUTES / 70 WORDS

  ACROSS

 1 ___ program
 5 Web story?
10 Margarita option
14 ___ stage (Freudian 

concept)
15 It’s not long and drawn 

out, unfortunately
17 Act sketchy, in a way
18 Square figure, maybe
19 “The ___ of compassion 

is a tear”: Lord Byron
20 Family member
21 Say “nothin’,” say
22 Westernmost N.H.L. 

team
24 “The ___ ink is better 

than the best memory” 
(Chinese proverb)

25 Stops
26 The “balls” in trash can 

basketball
27 Doesn’t live in the 

present?
29 Western U.S. capital, to 

locals
32 Slacked, e.g.
33 It may be set when you 

leave home
34 Kind of block
35 According to
36 Highly watched film?
38 A whole can of worms, 

say
39 Rest of the calendar?
40 Resonate with
43 Traveling charge
44 Run ___
45 Part of R.W.E.
46 Onetime “We’re up 

to something good” 
sloganeer

48 “I basically consider 
myself street-smart — 
unfortunately, that street 
is ___”: Carrie Fisher

50 Lord, for one
51 Lab coat?
52 Steer
53 What a series of dots 

may signify
54 Bridge response
55 One’s partner

 DOWN

 1 Convinced
 2 Genre for Ann Rule
 3 Simple head cold 

remedy?
 4 First president of the 

S.C.L.C.
 5 16:9 is a common one
 6 Sarcastic “You really 

did me a favor”
 7 Coffee mug, 

topologically
 8 Gets to
 9 Certain two-digit no.
10 Changing places
11 ___ Ziff, Margie’s 

ex-boyfriend on “The 
Simpsons”

12 Panegyrizes
13 Writing spoiled by too 

many characters
16 Places
20 It totally blows
23 Grant consideration
24 They believe the  

future is in your  
hands

25 Eagerly awaiting
26 They change every  

30 days
28 Forefront
29 First mainstream 

magazine to publish 
Sylvia Plath

30 Holding up
31 Mixed, so to speak

34 God with an 
understated-sounding 
name?

36 Rested at the hips, as 
pants

37 “Take a ___”
38 Most down
40 Jokesters
41 Brewing
42 Elk’s place
43 Tzatziki relative
45 Sarong, e.g.
47 Group of ants or 

caterpillars
49 Flora and Fauna, for 

two
50 Noodle soup garnished 

with herbs and lime

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52

53 54 55

Copyright © 2022 American Crossword Puzzle Tournament

‘Wyna takes all!’ by Wyna Liu
Solutions on Page 21



[ 20 ] June 2022 · HARPSWELL ANCHOR

BY DEANE VAN DUSEN
 You have all driven by it: the 
small, very old house in the field 
at Harpswell Center, just across 
the road from the Kellogg Church. 
You might have wondered about it. 
How old is it? Who has lived there? 
What is the structure's history? I'll 
try and answer these questions and 
more in this article about my fami-
ly's "labor of love" in the restoration 
and preservation of this local land-
mark.

The human side
 The building is known as the 
Tarr-Eaton House and was listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2001. It was built by Wil-
liam Tarr II, whose family settled on 
Harpswell Neck in the mid-1700s. 
The Tarr family had moved north 
from Rockport, Massachusetts, in 
search of more farmland and, with 
it, improved economic conditions.
 William Tarr I had likely built 
an earlier structure on the 105-acre 
site before his son built the main 
block of the Cape homestead in 
1783, which is what we see today. 
William Tarr I also built a detached 
English-style barn, which is no lon-

ger standing.
 William Tarr II and his wife, 
Elizabeth (Clark), had six children 
while living in Harpswell. They 
mainly raised sheep and goats, while 
also fishing and harvesting timber. 
He was a veteran of the American 
Revolutionary War and, from 1784-
85, held a license to "keep tavern 
and retail spirituous liquors" in the 
house. The tavern was short-lived 

and they continued a subsistence 
lifestyle until William sold the farm 
in 1811 to Joseph Eaton.
 The Eaton family was well 
known to Harpswell, where the el-
der Elisha Eaton was the first min-
ister of the Congregational church. 
He held services in what is now 
known as the First Meeting House, 
the oldest surviving meeting house 
in the state and a national historic 

landmark.
 Elisha and his wife, Katherine, 
had 11 children, two of whom were 
named Samuel and Mary. Elisha 
died in 1764 and Samuel took over 
the ministry until his death in 1822. 
Mary, with no record of her being 
married, had a son, Joseph, who 
purchased the house from the Tarr 
family. Mary died when Joseph was 
12 years old and it is thought that 
Samuel, who never married, raised 
Joseph into adulthood and lived his 
last few years at the house.
 Joseph became a justice of the 
peace and, with his wife, Frances, 
had 10 children. Joseph was re-
sponsible for adding the attached 
carriage barn and porch with Greek 
Revival architectural updates to the 
exterior sometime around 1845. 
On Frances' death in 1872, their 
daughters Mary and Emeline in-
herited the house.
 The sisters lived some 90-plus 
years in the house. They were 
friends of Harriet Beecher Stowe 
and are thought to be the pro-
totypes for the characters Aunt 
Roxy and Aunt Ruey in her book 
"The Pearl of Orr's Island." Mary 
predeceased Emeline and, some-

time during the first decade of the 
1900s, Emeline sold the house to 
John Hackett. The sisters and many 
other members of the Eaton family 
are buried in the Meeting House 
cemetery.
 John and his wife, Mertie Mae, 
lived the remainder of their lives in 
the house and, upon their deaths, 
their son Everett inherited the 
house. He and his wife lived most 
of their lives in Kentucky and came 
to Harpswell during the summers. 
Later in their lives they made sev-
eral attempts to sell the house and it 
was on the market for many years.
 The years had taken a toll on the 
structure and it had become run-
down and in need of major struc-
tural work, which kept buyers away. 
Then, in 1982, Helen and Walter 
Norton purchased the house with 
43 acres and gifted the structure 
and 2 acres to the Harpswell His-
torical Society in hopes of creating 
a house museum for the society.
 Having limited resources, the 
society thought the best future for 
the building would be to sell it. A 
group of Historical Society mem-
bers created the Harpswell Heri-
tage Trust to sell the property and 

Serving dinner and 
weekend brunch, we focus 
on creative, internationally-
influenced takes on local 

favorites in our remodeled 
early 20th century  

school house.

506 Harpswell Neck Road 
Harpswell, Maine 04079

Reserve today!  
207.295.2029 

schoolhouse1913.com

SEASONAL MENUS 
FULL BAR  

SPECIAL EVENTS 
PRIVATE PARTIES

Saving a local landmark: The history of the Tarr-Eaton House

The 1783 Tarr-Eaton House as it stands today, after a painstaking resto-
ration. (VAN DUSEN FAMILY PHOTO)
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create and oversee preservation 
easements to ensure a careful and 
sensitive restoration of the exte-
rior elements. The Heritage Trust 
would later become the Harpswell 
Heritage Land Trust, and the pro-
ceeds from the house sale would 
become its seed money. This is 
where my family comes into the 
picture.
 Kathy and Donald Van Dusen 
(my parents) were newly ordained 
old house buffs and were looking 
for a project and a place to retire. 
They were living in central Mas-
sachusetts, where they had moved 
from Maine, and were looking to 
come back to the state. They had 
collected antiques and were look-
ing for a historically accurate and 
intact mid-to-late-18th-century 
home that needed some work.
 For three years they perused 
real estate listings, but nothing met 
their restrictive criteria. They had 
seen the Tarr-Eaton House, but the 
price with the 43 acres was undo-
able given the condition. It needed 
everything! When the Heritage 
Trust listed the property in 1983 

with 2 acres and preservation ease-
ments, my parents made an offer 
and it was accepted. Little did they 
know that it would be eight years 
of work before they could call it 
"home."

Buy it ratty and leave it alone
 Kathy and Don were strict pres-
ervationists and recognized the 
building's potential. Much of the 
original fabric was intact and the 
setting adjacent to the Meeting 

House and cemetery was like living 
in the 18th century. The first proj-
ect was to stabilize the structure by 
pouring a new foundation and re-
placing sills.
 They hired Chip Black, of Harp-
swell, as general contractor. But be-
fore that, they photo-documented 
the exterior and interior architec-
ture so needed replacements could 
be duplicated. In addition, they 
pursued any information, includ-
ing old photos, that would help in 
the restoration.
 To stabilize the house, it was 
raised and separated from the at-
tached carriage barn to enable the 
pouring of a foundation faced with 
local fieldstone. My dad would of-
ten say that when the house and 
carriage barn were set back on 
their new foundations, there was 
an audible sigh of relief from the 
cemetery next door!
 Next was the rebuilding of the 
center chimney, which was the 
heart of the structure. They hired 
Rick Hossmann, who owned Royal 
River Brickyard in Yarmouth and 
had restored much of the 18th-cen-
tury masonry at Strawbery Banke 
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
He was a truly gifted mason who 
used antique tools and methodol-
ogy to duplicate period masonry. 
Rick used old photographs of the 
exterior and interior brickwork to 

replace the existing footprint of the 
original chimney.
 They hired Eliot Chandler, of 
Arrowsic, to begin some of the in-
terior finish work in one of the front 
rooms. About this time, my parents 
were starting to run out of money 
and decided that if they were going 
to get this done, they would have to 
do it themselves. They went about 
setting up a woodworking shop 
and started the slow, arduous resto-
ration of the exterior.
 Much of the original woodwork 
needed to be replaced, but the orig-
inal window sashes were intact and 
broken panes were replaced with 
period wavy glass. The porch need-
ed to be completely replaced and 
the photo documentation proved 
valuable in the rebuilding.
 Once the outside was complete, 
my parents turned their attention 
to the inside. Preservation ease-
ments were not on the interior, so 
they had free rein, but being dedi-
cated preservationists, they wanted 
it to reflect the period of the house. 
This meant building modern con-
veniences into an 18th-century 
interior without compromising the 
ambiance.
 Careful study and planning 
preceded everything they did — 
retaining original woodwork, 
flooring and plaster, and using pe-
riod building materials when the 

originals were missing. Through-
out this weekend restoration, they 
were commuting back and forth 
from Massachusetts. The active 
construction of the house attracted 
much attention in the surrounding 
communities and my parents re-
ceived many donations of period 
architectural elements that were 
used in the restoration and for 
which they were very grateful.
 Finally, after working seven 
years and eight months, my parents 
moved into the Tarr-Eaton House 
and, with their commitment, per-
severance and dedication, pre-
served a true town landmark and 
one of the town's earliest Revolu-
tionary-period structures.

Looking ahead
 I purchased the house from 
my parents in 1999 and continue 
the "labor of love." Historic New 
England (historicnewengland.
org) has shown interest in add-
ing the house and landscape to 
its collection of house museums. 
An endowment is being raised 
and tax-deductible donations are 
needed and welcome. If interested, 
please feel free to call me at 207-
833-6370 or email me at deanevan-
dusen@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.
 Today, the Tarr-Eaton House 
and setting is a rare survivor that 
successfully captures the remote-
ness of the 18th century. It rep-
resents the "house of every man" 
during the second half of the 18th 
and first half of the 19th centuries, 
and provides a valuable snapshot of 
how these occupants lived, strug-
gled, prospered and survived in 
coastal Maine during this period in 
American history.
 Deane Van Dusen is a retired 
landscape architect with a passion 
for historic architecture and decora-
tive arts. He has researched, lectured 
and published articles on preindus-
trial New England country arts, with 
an emphasis on Maine folk art. ⚓

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can schedule a FREE consultation 
with HIPP-Help experts to learn how to 
identify and manage invasive plants on 
your property. 

To learn more about this service contact us 
at hipp.maine@gmail.com 

 

-- from an Anchor reader

Kindness

Builders work to stabilize the Tarr-Eaton House and restore the foundation. (VAN DUSEN FAMILY PHOTO)
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BY BUTCH LAWSON
 Finally, it's a sunny, spring-like 
day, bringing all the sweet prom-
ises of warm, gentle breezes, chil-
dren laughing and playing, and, 
in due course, summer. Cardinals 
are hollering to their buddies, 
dump ducks overhead scream-
ing at everything in general and 
nothing in particular, cat loung-
ing in the morning sun, septic 
pump truck outside on fast idle.
 The truck's vacuum pump 
alerts the neighborhood that 
we old folks are still capable of 
processing most of a really good 
BIGS pizza. While the product 
of our heroic gastronomic ef-
forts rides off to the Great Waste 
Treatment Plant in the next town, 
we will rejoice in the knowledge 
that life can be pretty sweet here 
on the rock, even if it isn't exact-
ly sweet-smelling right now. In a 
couple of weeks or less, lilacs will 
sweeten the salt air for a brief 

time, which, next to bacon siz-
zling in cast iron, is my favorite 
olfactory experience.
 My thoughts turn to the an-
nual debate with myself on the 
subject of planting tomatoes. It is 
fascinating to watch little green 
weeds mature into large green 
weeds with only a couple hun-
dred dollars' worth of organic 
cow dung; some free-range, or-
ganic, GMO-free, gluten-free, 
vegan-ready bags of dirt; some 
fresh, nonchlorinated, fluo-
ride-free island water; and count-
less hours of stooped tending 
and coaxing. Most years it's way 
too much effort for too little fruit 
to make the effort worthwhile. 
Anyway, my father would spend 
eternity in shameful embarrass-
ment if he were to know his son 
actually paid money for bags of 
dirt, even organic dirt. This year 
there is no debate and I'll find my 
tomatoes at the Veggie Corner, 
thank you. For the few tomatoes I 
might want with which to grace a 
grilled burger, it makes little sense 
to me to go through the effort to 
produce spindly little bushes that, 
more often than not, offer me no 

reward. I give up.
 Along with the first tourists 
hitting the town in late April, 
there were a couple dozen rela-
tives, friends and bandmates here 
for a family celebration. The Log 
Cabin Inn hosted some newcom-
ers and did their usual terrific job 
making sure everyone was well 
fed and cared for. The freshly 
spruced-up Sea Escape Cottages 
filled up and even provided a nice 
bonfire for their guests. The next 
morning, we provided a deck for 
coffee and chatting with the crew 
before they drove home. One of 
my conversations went some-
thing like this:
 Guest: "Do you know what 
that helicopter was doing at 4 
a.m.?"
 Me: "What helicopter?"
 Guest: "The one that went 
slowly out the bay at 4 this morn-
ing. It must have been out there 
for 20 minutes."
 Me: "Are you talking about the 
fishing boat that steamed out at 
about that time?"
 Guest: "Oh, really? That was a 
loud boat."
 Me: "Yes, it sure is. I asked 

him to try to make his runs at 
that time so to wake me for my 4 
a.m. visit to the bathroom. By the 
time I get back to bed, he's near-
ing Halfway Rock, it's peacefully 
quiet again and I go right back to 
sleep. The guy's very helpful and a 
pretty fair fisherman to boot."

 Guest: "Does that happen ev-
ery night?"
 Me: "No, but we have lots of 
sheets."
 I almost love tourist season; 
the pickin's are so easy.
 Butch Lawson is an observer of 
life. He lives on Bailey Island. ⚓

Thinking in Public: Easy pickin’s

Islands Community Church

We are a 
non-denominational
church on Bailey 
Island dedicated to 
supporting and 
serving the 
community's needs.

Worship Services:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

We Welcome You!
Sandwiches, Fresh Lobster Rolls, Chowder, 

Homemade Muffins, Scones, Breads, & Pies 

Take Out & Outside  Seating 
Online & Phone Ordering 

★ On Orr's Island Just Before the Historic Cribstone Bridge ★
1894 Harpswell Islands Road 

207-833-6210 ★ saltcodcafe.com
Opening for the Season May 28.  Now hiring all positions.

Open Daily
12 pm - 9 pm

Serving Round Top ice cream

* Birthday parties
* Car shows

* Local artists and musicians

1410 Harpswell Neck Road
(207) 751-7870

Look
Jane
Look!

  HERMAN S
MAINE COAST BOOK SHOPS

Has a New Store in the 
Topsham Fair Mall!

All the Books Fit to Print
Plus Jigsaw Puzzles, Toys, Journals,

Cards, Fun Gifts, & Art Supplies

Open Every Day 9 to 6
Beside Renys~207-805-2500
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BY K ATHY D'AGOSTINO
 It was a fluke, really. My hus-
band and I were taking a walk on 
Lookout Point Road. I saw a sign 
that said, "Seams by the Sea." I 
thought it a clever sign and made 
a mental note. When I got a pair 
of pants a few weeks later that 
were too long, I returned to pay 
a visit. Indeed, I had come to the 
right place. I met Penelope Ken-
ney.
 Penny Kenney is a seamstress. 
Her mother was a seamstress 
who made drapes for Senter's 
Department Store in Brunswick. 
Her father worked in the Physics 
Department at Bowdoin College 
for 40 years before he retired. 
She grew up in Maine and often 
played in her grandfather's ap-
ple orchard on Pleasant Street, 
where McDonald's sits now.
 Her family moved to Harp-
swell when she was 9. Her broth-
er attended school in the build-

ing that is now The School House 
1913, where Mrs. King taught 
school to children grades K-1. 
Penny attended the third grade 
at West Harpswell School, which 
was a three-room, white, Cape-
style building. Years later that 
wooden structure was torn down 
by the town. It is near that loca-
tion that another West Harpswell 
School was built (presently the 
Harpswell Coastal Academy).
 Penny got her first sewing 
machine at age 12. That was the 
beginning of her career. Not only 
is she an excellent seamstress, she 
also has mastered the craft of fine 
embroidery.
 She and her husband, Fred, 
have three children and just cel-
ebrated their 58th wedding an-
niversary. In our conversation, 
she mentioned that every Sun-
day night they had pancakes for 
supper as a family. Talk about a 
tradition. Her children are now 

grown. However, to this day, she 
has pancakes for supper every 
Sunday night. How does she eat 
them? Blueberry. No syrup. No 
butter.
 I thought to myself, these 
pancakes have got to be good. 
A recipe was shared. Let me tell 
you, these pancakes are as amaz-
ing as I thought they would be. 
One thing is for sure, we will now 
have breakfast for supper at our 
house a bit more frequently.
 I am always in search of an 
unusual dish, a good recipe, a 
tradition from a member of our 
community. I found it alright, as 
well as a new friend. Serendipity.

SUNDAY NIGHT PANCAKES
 
 Ingredients:
 1 cup flour
 3 teaspoons baking powder
 1 tablespoon sugar
 1/2 teaspoon sea salt
 3/4 cup sour milk or butter-
milk
 2 eggs
 2 tablespoons oil 
 Note: To make sour milk, use 
1 tablespoon vinegar to 1 cup 
milk and let sit for a minute or 
two.
 Mix-ins: 1 cup blueberries 
and/or chocolate chips
 
 Mix dry ingredients together. 
Stir in liquid ingredients. Fold in 
blueberries or chocolate chips.
 Cook on a lightly greased, flat 

skillet or griddle until slightly 
brown and then flip over. Pan-
cakes are ready to flip over when 
bubbles form on top and they're 
slightly brown on bottom.
 Pure maple syrup and butter 
optional. :)
 Enjoy!
 Cooking at 43° North is a pro-
gram of Harpswell Aging at Home. 

Through this column, the program 
shares favorite dishes from friends 
and neighbors in the community.
 HAH always needs cooks for 
its Meals in a Pinch program, 
which provides nutritious meals 
to neighbors in need. For more in-
formation, contact Julie Moulton 
at 207-330-5416 or juliemoul-
ton28@gmail.com. ⚓

Cooking at 43° North: Hold the butter and syrup

We offer 24 hour emergency service for any of 
your excavation and welding needs.

We are currently looking to bid on septic installs, house lots, 
foundation excavations, and driveways, as well as any of your 

welding, fabrication, and mulching needs. 

Now serving central, western, and coastal Maine.

(701) 641-6061 ~ jake@jbrhexcavation.com

Save ALL the 
dates for OBIFD 
Summer Fun! 
 
June 11, 9 am - 2 pm - Barn Sale and Silent Auction 
Rent a table to sell your wares - crafts, food, yard sale, 
you name it! $20 per table. Nonprofits no charge. 
Contact Melinda at islandpeople12@gmail.com to sign 
up. The event will have fun for everyone! 
 
July 3, 9 - 11 am Station to Station Fun Run and 
Pancake Breakfast Run at 8, breakfast from 9 to 11 
am. Adults run for $25, children $15, Adults eat for 
$10, whole families for $20. Details at OBIFD.org 
 
August 10 - Dancing Under the Stars Check the special 
ad in this paper for details 
 
September 3, 3 - 8 pm - Car Festival! Cars, fun and 
food! 

Seaside Creations
Maine-made gift shop with something for 
everyone. A great place with unique gifts for 
friends, family... and yourself!

Friday - Sunday & Holidays 
10am- 4pm

Betty Robbins
47 Washington Avenue, 

Bailey Island, Maine

207-833-6645

Blueberry pancakes for Sunday supper are a tradition in the Kenney 
family. (KATHY D'AGOSTINO PHOTO)

Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Repair & Upgrades

info@fkby.com    (207) 833-6885
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BY ED ROBINSON
 This season encourages walking 
in the early morning hours. The air is 
fresh and sweet, and often filled with 
a variety of birdsongs. This morning 
I heard one of the defining calls of 
the area, the high-pitched tones of an 
osprey overhead. It is wonderful that 
these lovely creatures are back in the 
area for the nesting season. Harpswell 
offers ideal habitat for a bird that nests 
onshore but depends upon fishing for 
survival.
 Despite nicknames like "sea hawk" 
or "fish hawk," the osprey is not a 
hawk. The scientific name is Pan-
dion haliaetus and ospreys may be 
more closely related to falcons than to 
hawks. Ospreys also share a trait with 
owls: an outer toe that is reversible, 
making it easier to grip slippery fish.
 One of the largest birds along the 
coast, ospreys can reach 2 feet long. 
They weigh nearly 5 pounds and 
their wings span nearly 6 feet. At a 
distance, the osprey may look like a 
gull in flight, since both birds have 
arched wings, with the outer sections 
dipping down.
 The osprey is highly efficient in 
flight, making use of the wind and 
rising thermals to glide without using 
much energy. This helps in migration 
flights that may exceed 4,000 miles, 
since they winter in southern states or 
even in Argentina. Ospreys are found 
in Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia, 
and fossils date back to 30 million 
years ago.
 The osprey is striking, with a 
white chest, chocolate-brown back 
and wings, golden eyes, and black fa-
cial mask and talons. Males are lighter 
in color and have more streamlined 
wings and bodies. Females are, on 
average, 15% larger in body mass.
 The hooked beak is made for ren-
dering flesh in strips that are easily 
swallowed, especially by young birds. 
Their diet is 99% live fish, with the 

birds taking only the occasional small 
bird, rodent, rabbit or reptile. Ospreys 
hunt over shallow water where fish 
are exposed near the surface, since 
the osprey can only dive to about 3 
feet.
 After soaring up to 100 feet in the 
air, an osprey dives at speeds up to 80 
miles per hour and plunges feet first 
into the water, the only raptor known 
to make this kind of dive. Their talons 
have special barbs called spicules to 
grip fish up to 4 pounds.
 Ospreys reach sexual maturity at 
3-4 years old and they often pair for 
life. Their nests are generally found 
near water, either fresh or saline. 
From the ground you will see what 
looks like an untidy pile of sticks 
perched high in a conifer or atop a 
power pole. Cornell's Birds of the 
World reports that as many as 95% of 
osprey pairs choose man-made nest-
ing platforms when they are available. 
Unlike raptors that favor secretive 
nest sites, ospreys are comfortable 
nesting near highways or residences. 

But if you approach an active nest, 
you will hear a shrill "cheereek" warn-
ing you to keep your distance.
 Unless pushed out by bald eagles, 
ospreys renovate their nests annual-
ly, using seaweed and other vegeta-
tion for insulation. One month after 
breeding, the female lays two to four 
eggs, which hatch in about five weeks. 
The parents team up to feed and care 
for their young until the fledglings 
take wing at about 2 months old.
 While ospreys have been known 
to live 25 years, a span of seven to 10 
years is more typical. Thanks to the 
federal Migratory Bird Act, the bald 
eagle is the only significant predator 
of ospreys.
 Until Rachel Carson wrote her 
seminal book "Silent Spring" about 
the dangers of pesticides, ospreys 
suffered from overuse of DDT. For-
tunately, the birds have recovered 
and are still expanding their range 
and numbers, with the current pop-
ulation estimated by BirdLife at 1,500 
pairs in Maine, and nearly half a mil-

lion birds globally.
 In recognition of their beauty, 
ospreys have been featured on more 
than 50 postage stamps around the 
world. It is a thrill to have these grace-
ful birds along our shores, and before 
too long we will see the juveniles 
learning to soar on Harpswell sum-

mer breezes.
 Ed Robinson’s latest book, "Nature 
Notes from Maine Vol. II: Puffins, 
Black Bears, Raccoons & More," is 
available from the Harpswell Heri-
tage Land Trust. All profits support 
HHLT's conservation and public edu-
cation efforts. ⚓

Harpswell Naturalist: The osprey
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An osprey feeds its chicks. (HARRY COLLINS/ISTOCK PHOTO)
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CURATED BY KARA DOUGLAS
 For this edition of "Poems 
from Home," I spent some time 
reading and writing poems with 
fourth and fifth graders at Harp-
swell Community School. April 
was National Poetry Month — a 
perfect time to break out some 
Shel Silverstein, Mary Oliver, 
Gary Lawless and poems of our 
own invention.
 What's refreshing about el-
ementary school kids is their 
ability to take a single word and 
create an entire world inspired 
by it. Someone suggested the 
word "burger" as a jumping-off 
point; someone else suggested 
"rain" (it was pouring that day). 
From these simple beginnings, 
we have lines like Jackson Ram-
say's "the crunch of the pick-
le / and the spice of the onion" 
and Marin Larsen's "Let it soak 
the dry, thirsty earth / Negative 
thoughts only make it pour." In 
her poem, "Singing," Maya Wal-
lace plays with the word pour: 
"The words pour out, unplanned 
and feeling unplain."
 Some of the students spun 
their own ideas into verses, un-
prompted by words we selected 
as a group. Metaphors about the 
ocean on our doorstep; stories 
of cats, tigers, zombies. One that 
stood out to me in its evocative 
simplicity was Naytalia Barter's 
"Day and Night."
 At its origins, poetry is story-
telling in a form that can be re-
membered and passed on. Here 
are some stories straight from 
the perceptive minds of some 9- 

to 11-year-olds who live among 
us. May they entertain and de-
light.

The Ocean Is One of Us
By London Matthews
The ocean is like me.
Why, can't you see?
The ocean throws a fuss with the 
waves,
Like little brother, Gus.
The ocean has emotions, too,
Like younger sister, Sue.
The ocean has clothes;
The foam and seaweed make a 
ball gown,
Like older sister, Dawn.

I Am a Cat
By B.J. Jones
I am a cat

full of laziness,
full of touching and sound,
making noise,
full of wishes about
catnip and fish,
full of running when my owner
turns on the water,
and full of chasing butterflies
and mice and lasers.
I am proud to be a funny-look-
ing cat.

The Burger
By Jackson Ramsay
The grease from the burger,
It drips down from the burger,
Into my mouth,
And the taste of the juicy flavor,
And the crunch of the pickle,
And the spice of the onions.

Singing
By Maya Wallace
My lips move as the sweet har-
mony
that comes out of my throat is at 
play.
The words pour out, unplanned
and feeling unplain.
Finding the best verses to breathe
while my knees feel as stiff as 
bees.
My arms flow freely as I move to 
the beat
that comes out of me.
Even though it's amazing,
I never knew I had it in me.

Zombie Invasion
By Brody Bichrest
We had a zombie invasion
On my beach vacation,

So I got to the boat,
But it didn't even float,
So I swam away,
But, wait … I can't swim

Cheeseburger
By Addison Smith
You look so good
with your fluffy little bun,
and when I taste the cheese,
I feel so numb,
but when I squirt the ketchup
I shatter like glass
and when I add the relish,
you are safe at last.
Wait! What did you say?
It's dinnertime!
You tasted so yum!
You are in my tum!
Mmmmmmm!

Tiger
By Bowman Wright
I do not know where I am,
in a woods or on a plain,
But I do know what I am,
I am a tiger,
racing through this place,
after that thing that is just out of 
my sight.
It darts through the woods,
it hurdles over plains,
so fast that it escapes all my 
thoughts.

Hello Rain
By Ryan Coulon
Rain says hello by tapping on the 
windowsill,
by rapping on the roof, dripping 
along
the clear windows and brick 
walls, down
down, down. Now we say Hello,
Hello, Hello.

Rain
By Marin Larsen
Rain drips down from the 
clouds,
As tears down my face.
Ignore it.
Let it soak the dry, thirsty earth.
Negative thoughts only make it 
pour.

Day and Night
By Naytalia Barter
The sun is red,
The moon is blue,
Either way, I love you, brother.

 "Poems from Home" curator 
Kara Douglas is a writer and 
yoga teacher who lives in Harp-
swell with her husband and two 
daughters. Email her at kara-
douglas2010@gmail.com. ⚓
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Poems from Home: Harpswell Community School students

Harpswell Community School fourth and fifth graders are the poets for the June edition of "Poems from Home." 
(ABIGAIL SVENSON PHOTO)

 
Holbrook 
Community Foundation 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For lease: 450 square foot commercial water-
front work space with 10’x10’ doorway located on       
Holbrook’s Wharf in Cundy’s Harbor. $500/per 
month.  Call Greg Barmore at (207) 208-6648.



[ 26 ] June 2022 · HARPSWELL ANCHOR

BY JOANN GAR DNER
 Rumor has it that a man called 
“Black Will” was the first non-
native to settle on Bailey Island. 
Those who have explored the 
matter further may have learned 
that a man called Black Will or 
Will Black moved to the island 
in the early 18th century; and 
that after Deacon Timothy Bailey 
purchased the island, Will Black 
relocated across the channel to 
Little Sebascodegan, now Orr’s Is-
land. But even that information is 
misleading, given that there were 
several Will Blacks, and some im-
portant questions concerning the 
correct one remain: Where did he 
come from? Why did he choose 
this island over others on the 
Maine coast? Did he purchase the 
land on which he lived, or was he, 
as some have assumed, a squatter, 
unable to pay his way? While his-
tory presents some gaps and con-
tradictions, a reasonable account 
may be made by combining Will’s 
experience with those of his bet-
ter-known contemporaries.
 William Black Jr. was born in 
Piscataqua (Kittery), Maine, in 
1691, to a white mother and an 
enslaved Black father. The mother, 
Alice Hanscom, was 20 years old, 
and was considered by contem-
poraries to be "a woman of loose 
carriage." The father, then 22, was 
called William or "Black Will." 
He was a slave on the Shapleigh 
plantation. Nicholas Shapleigh, a 
wealthy English trader and ship-
builder, had taken Will to Maine 
from Africa when he was a child.
 Well liked by the Shapleigh 
family, Will had privileges not 
granted to most slaves. He lived in 
his own house on Shapleigh land 
and earned money from work 
off the plantation. After Nicholas 

died in 1682, he became the prop-
erty of Nicholas' nephew John.
 Because Massachusetts law 
forbade marriage between the 
races, Will's boy, originally named 
Jonathan, became a ward of the 
town. He remained so until age 
10, when his father, having saved 
25 pounds from work he had done 

off the plantation, purchased 100 
acres of land. Noting Will's desire 
to be free and perhaps relieved to 
be cleared of financial responsibil-
ity for his son under Colonial law, 
John Shapleigh granted him his 
freedom in 1700.
 "Black Will" thereupon 
changed his name to William 

Black. He renamed his son Wil-
liam Black Jr. and brought him 
to live with him on his 100-acre 
farm. Alice Hanscom subsequent-
ly became involved in yet another 
scandal, this time involving a mar-
ried man named John Thompson, 
before dying young.
 William Black Jr. learned from 

his father the necessary skills for 
becoming a respectable adult: 
working hard, paying one's debts 
and contributing to the communi-
ty. One lesson he learned the hard 
way was the obstacle that race 
posed, particularly when it came 
to marriage.
 As the child of a white mother, 
Will Jr. was born free, but that free-
dom did not extend to choosing a 
mate. In 1714, he fell in love with 
a white woman, Elizabeth Turbet, 
and the two took up housekeeping 
on land he had purchased in near-
by Berwick. When their relation-
ship became known, they were 
charged with fornication, and Will 
was jailed. They then published 
their banns, but the local magis-
trate disallowed the marriage.
 When their son, William Black 
III, was born in 1718, charges of 
bastardy were brought against 
them. Elizabeth received 20 lash-
es. Both parties would normal-
ly be whipped, but no record of 
Will's punishment could be found.
 Soon after that, Will Jr. moved 
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What's in a name: The truth about 'Black Will' and Bailey Island

A view of Will's Gut from Orr's Island, looking toward Bailey Island and Water Cove. The channel between the is-
lands bears the name of William Black Jr., an early settler of Bailey Island who lived on Water Cove. (TOM LUNDE PHOTO)
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BY GR EGORY GR EENLEAF
 One benefit or curse of liv-
ing in "Vacationland" is having 
friends and family from away 
visit you and stay in your home 
for days and days at a time. As 
I aspire to be an adequate host, 

I send the following email to 
incoming guests: "Do you 
have any dietary restrictions I 
should know about?"
 Last summer, a friend wrote 
back: "No peas, please."
 That was his only dietary 
restriction — peas. Nothing 
about meat, tofu, lactose, pea-
nut butter, gluten, complex 
carbohydrates, or red food 
coloring No. 40.
 I wrote back and said I 
could honor that request and 
added that I made a great split-
pea soup — but that I wouldn't 
make the recipe.
 To my surprise, he said he 
loved split-pea soup. He just 

didn't like peas "in their natu-
ral state."
 It is comments such as these 
that lead me to take long walks 
and think about things. Split 
peas are dehydrated peas — is 
that an unnatural state of pea 
existence?
 And what is the true natural 
state of peas — wouldn't that 
be peas inside their pod? May-
be my friend dislikes sugar 
snap peas. Or snow peas? Fro-
zen peas and canned peas, at 
least to my taste buds, are not 
in their natural state. Would 
either one be OK to serve my 
discriminating pea friend?
 I also have friends who 
don't like tomatoes. But I have 
seen them eat salsa, spaghetti 
sauce, ketchup and pizza with 
"red sauce" on numerous occa-
sions. Either they have an odd 
reason to lie about their actual 
fondness for tomatoes or they 

have little culinary curiosity 
about what creates that red 
tinge in the foods they eat.
 Yes, it is unsettling to learn 
my friends dislike a certain 
food and then find out they 
eat it all the time, albeit maybe 
processed into a condiment. 
Maybe the question I'm asking 
my guests — What do you like? 
— is too simplistic. For exam-
ple, if I ever get to stay at your 
house and you ask me what 
I don't like, I'll immediate-
ly say coconut to prevent you 
from placing yucky coconut 
shavings on any dessert you 
might serve me. I do, howev-
er, love washing my hair with 
coconut-scented shampoo 
and slathering onto my shoul-
ders any sun blocker with the 
word "tropical" in its name. Do 
serve me any Thai curry rec-
ipe made with coconut milk, 
but don't serve me coconut ice 

cream on a cone. That sounds 
awful.
 So here is what I have 
learned since my friend told 
me he doesn't like peas but 
will gobble up split-pea soup. I 
really shouldn't discard an en-
tire species of vegetable, fruit, 
fungi, protein or fiber from my 
life, as they can show up at my 
door in a new disguise that ac-
tually tastes good. And maybe 
this new hesitancy to discard, 
to entirely cast off, should be 
extended to other things, too.
 Take "The Lawrence Welk 
Show," for example. I'm not a 
huge fan. But maybe I could 
look to him for inspiration if 
I'm ever asked to wear a blue 
tuxedo. So I'm not going to 
cast off Lawrence Welk even 
if all the dance numbers make 
me want to self-amputate my 
toe, not tap it. And for you 
who might want to cast off 
beets or some other person, 
place or thing, I say, delve a 
little deeper — process them 
a little more and see what you 
find.
 If you think you dislike 
beets, the next time you need 
to frost some cupcakes, use 
beet juice to make pink frost-
ing. It's a great alternative to 
using red No. 40 food color-
ing. Just don't put any coconut 
shavings on top of those cup-
cakes!
 Gregory Greenleaf lives in 
Harpswell and teaches high 
school English. He ascribes, 
prescribes and subscribes to 
many old-fashioned ideas, but 
especially Charles Dickens' ob-
servation that "There is noth-
ing in the world so irresistibly 
contagious as laughter and 
good humor." ⚓
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BY PHILIP CONNER
HAR PSWELL R ECYCLING
COMMITTEE
 If you're new to town, a sum-
mer visitor, or just need a refresh-
er about the Harpswell Recycling 
Center and Transfer Station, this 
column is for you!
 Proper use of the facility be-
gins at home. It is far easier to do 
the bulk of your sorting and plan-
ning before arriving at the center. 
Basically, you need to separate 
recyclable materials, trash, com-
post (garbage-to-garden) and re-
turnable containers.
 As you turn off Mountain 
Road and onto Community 
Drive, turn left into the Recy-
cling Center to dispose of recy-
clable materials, household trash, 
compostable material (anything 
that grows, including bones and 
shells) and returnable containers 
— or go straight up the hill to the 
Transfer Station for almost every-
thing else.
 The Recycling Center is free 
to Harpswell residents; there are 
charges for using the Transfer 
Station depending on the weight 
of materials.
 As you enter the Recycling 

Center, you will notice two large 
bins, one marked "trash" and 
another marked "recycle," plus 
some smaller bins marked "com-
post." Please use the list on the 
town's website to help you decide 
what is recyclable and what is 
trash and what needs to go to the 
transfer station. If you use the list 
and have questions, please let us 
know so we can improve the list. 
If you're at the station and you're 
not sure where something goes, 
ask the staff.
 Generally, clean plastic 
marked with a triangle on the 
bottom (Nos. 1-7), paper, maga-
zines, cardboard, cans and glass 
go in the "recycle" bin. Most 
household trash goes into the 
"trash" bin. Lawn trimmings, 
wood, metal, large batteries, con-
struction debris, refrigerators, 
etc. go to the Transfer Station.
 Plastic bags are not to be de-
posited into the recycling bin. If 
you bring recyclables in a plastic 
bag, dump the bag into the recy-
cling bin and reuse the plastic bag 
or deposit it into the trash bin. 
The only time a plastic bag is per-
mitted in the recycling bin is if it 
contains only shredded paper.

 If you have materials for the 
Transfer Station, proceed up the 
hill until you see a stop sign, 
scales and a small office building. 
When clear, drive slowly onto the 
scales and stop. You will see an 
attendant through the office win-
dow who records your vehicle's 
total weight. If you don't know 
where to deposit your load, ask 
the attendant for instructions. 
After you unload at the proper 

location, drive slowly back onto 
the scales and stop to be weighed 
again. When this is complete, 
drive forward to clear the scales, 
park, go to the window and pay 
the amount due. Only cash is ac-
cepted.
 Sorting at home can be made 
a bit easier by using different 
containers to accumulate what 
you need to dispose of. Goo-
gle "household trash recycling 

containers" and you will see a 
multitude of choices. It is handy 
to have one or two large bins 
to store filled plastic bags from 
household receptacles or recy-
cling bins. Separate containers for 
un-bagged trash or un-bagged 
recyclables can be useful. Accu-
mulating compostable material 
can be made easier by using small 
kitchen containers with carbon 
filters and then moving these to 
a small trash bin using a com-
posable bag. The compost bins 
accept compostable bags.
 Refer to the town website for 
hours and days of operation. The 
most frequent question I receive 
from friends is, "Why are they not 
open every day?" Your Recycling 
Center and Transfer Station is ex-
tremely cost-efficient, especially 
compared to those in other small 
towns. It operates with a small, 
well-trained, experienced work-
force. Being open more days or 
every day would require a larger 
workforce, resulting in increased 
labor expenses, and those ex-
penses would come from tax rev-
enue. The current schedule pro-
vides a good balance of efficiency 
and convenience. ⚓

Trash Talk 101: How to use the Recycling Center and Transfer Station

A variety of containers can make it easy to sort compost, recyclables and 
trash at home. (PHILIP CONNER PHOTO)
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his family up the coast to Bailey 
Island, then known as Capen-
awagen. Will built his cabin on 
Water Cove, near the strait that 
now bears his name. The dis-
tance from prying English eyes 
suited the family well. Unlike 
many other settlers, they main-
tained a good relationship with 
local tribes. By the time English 
authorities got around to assign-
ing boundaries and land rights, 
Capenawagen was generally 
known as Will's Island.
 Enter William Dudley, son of 
former Gov. Joseph Dudley and 
a member of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives from 
1718-1729. Dudley was political-
ly influential and known for his 
savvy in land investments. When 
the Committee for Resettlement 
was established in Boston in 1735, 
he set his sights on Will's Island. 
He asked to be granted "the island 
upon which Black Will lives," but 
received New Damariscove (now 
Haskell) by mistake. He went back 
to the committee and specified, 
"the island whereon said Black 
Will doth reside, commonly called 
Capenawagen." An exchange of 
deeds was made the following 
year, seemingly without consult-
ing Will. But Dudley never got 
to occupy the property himself. 
When he died in 1743, it was still 
considered "Will's Island." 
 The next investor was Deacon 
Timothy Bailey, a Massachusetts 
man who had been called to the 
Second Parish Church in North 
Yarmouth (now the church at 
Harpswell Center). At the be-

hest of his wife, Bailey bought 
Will's Island, reportedly for "one 
pound of tobacco and one gal-
lon of rum." Given the nature of 
this transaction, it seems like-
ly that the fee went to Will Jr. 
— or, through him, to the local 
sachems — rather than to Dud-
ley's heirs. The sale probably oc-
curred around 1753, when Bailey 
assumed his post as first deacon. 
Still, when the town of Harpswell 
was incorporated five years later, 
"Black Will" remained the titular 
owner of "Will's Island."
 Some have concluded that 
Deacon Bailey evicted Will when 
he bought Capenawagen, but the 
timing and other evidence sug-
gests not. In 1762, Will Jr. died 
and was buried on his island, as 
was his wife, Elizabeth. Subse-
quently, Will's son, whom C.N. 
Sinnett referred to as "Uncle Will," 
removed across the strait to Orr's 
Island, buying a large tract of land 
from Joseph Orr and paying for it 
in cash. Timothy Bailey served as 
a witness to that sale, suggesting 
that the two families lived on cor-
dial terms.
 Deacon Bailey died in 1785, 
leaving his property to his wid-
ow, Hannah, who lived another 
30 years. Following Will's depar-
ture across Will's Strait, the island 
came to be known as Bailey's Is-
land. It was changed to Bailey Is-
land in 1892, when the U.S. Postal 
Service shortened the address.
 Sources for this article include 
the Harpswell Historical Soci-
ety newsletter, winter 2015; "The 
strange saga of early settler Black 
Will," by Richard Wescott, Harp-
swell Anchor, April 1999; "Lives 
of Consequence: Blacks in Early 
Kittery & Berwick in the Mas-
sachusetts Province of Maine," 
by Patricia Q. Wall; "Slavery in 
Colonial Maine," by Randolph 
Stakeman, published in Maine 
History, Vol. 27, No. 2, 1987; 
"History of Brunswick, Topsham, 
and Harpswell, Maine, including 
the Ancient Territory Known as 
Pejepscot," by George Augustus 
Wheeler and Henry Ware Wheel-
er; "Genealogical and Family His-
tory of the State of Maine, Vol. 
4" by George Thomas Little; and 
"Ancestor Thomas Bailey of Wey-
mouth, Massachusetts and De-
scendants Who Wrote their Name 
Bailey," by C.N. Sinnett.
 Joann Gardner was an English 
professor at Florida State Univer-
sity for 39 years. Now a freelance 
book reviewer, poet and essayist, 
she divides her time between Bailey 
Island and Tallahassee, Florida. ⚓

on twitch (the reaction time be-
tween seeing and doing) and eye 
tracking, as well as actionable 
insights on playing specific vid-
eo games. Athletes can compare 
their game stats against other 
players and develop highlight 
reels to share with other players, 
coaches and teams.
 This isn't Shaun Meredith's 
first tech rodeo. He grew up "all 
over the Midwest" and started 
college at the Air Force Academy 
before transferring to the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
where he received his Bachelor 
of Science degree in nuclear en-
gineering. After a stint with the 
Navy's nuclear submarine pro-
gram, he returned to MIT for 
his Master of Science in applied 
plasma physics, then worked on 
a doctorate in mechanical engi-
neering with a focus on product 
design. 
 After spending time with a 

couple of startups in Boston, he 
and his wife, Sally, decided to re-
locate to Maine, where she grew 
up. They picked Harpswell be-
cause it was off the main tourist 
track and close to the water. Avid 
sailors, the Merediths keep their 
Beneteau sailboat in Stover's 
Cove. Before settling in Harp-
swell in 2001, Shaun had never 
lived anywhere for more than 
three consecutive years.
 During his two decades in 
Harpswell, Meredith started oth-
er software companies. One did 
custom programming for web 
and mobile applications, another 
built apps for the National Park 
Service. He also spent 6 1/2 years 
heading up the Maine Learning 
Technology Initiative for Apple. 
With then-Gov. Angus King's 
active support, the initiative in-
stalled computers and wireless 
networks in the state's middle 
schools and provided tech train-
ing to Maine teachers. Ever since 
his time with Apple, one of Mer-
edith's long-term goals has been 
"to help Maine grow a technolo-
gy economy."
 That's one reason Mere-
dith wanted to connect with 
the Roux Institute in Portland, 
which selected Omnic as one 
of 10 companies to participate 
in a program for startups run 
by TechStars. The Roux Insti-
tute trains graduate students 
in the digital and life sciences. 
The institute's goal is to create a 
technology workforce based in 
Maine that can support Maine 
companies with leading-edge 
technical skills. According to 
Meredith, "It's training the type 
of talent in data visualization and 
machine learning that we need." 

The initial donation to fund the 
institute came from David and 
Barbara Roux. David Roux is an 
entrepreneur and investor with 
deep roots in Maine who grew up 
in Lewiston and currently owns a 
house in Harpswell.
 Even though Meredith and 
Goldman are experienced en-
trepreneurs, they were happy to 
participate in the TechStars in-
cubator, which helps new tech 
businesses move past infancy 
into a healthy childhood. They 
used their TechStars connec-
tions to raise $750,000 in early 
stage funding from a handful of 
high-profile investors. On April 
1, Omnic moved out of Mere-
dith's house into its first set of of-
fices, a modern space on Station 
Avenue next to the Brunswick 
train station. The company cur-
rently has five employees, with 
additional marketing and devel-
opment hires planned for the fall.
 While there are no guaran-
tees of success, the prospects are 
bright for Omnic. The founders 
are experienced company build-
ers. The company is taking ad-
vantage of the new surge of en-
ergy in Maine's tech sector, and 
aiming its product at a large and 
growing market. Just as the town 
of Los Altos turned the garage 
where Apple was founded into 
a historic site, the old tax collec-
tor's office in Harpswell may one 
day merit a historic plaque as the 
place where Omnic Data origi-
nated.
 Greg Bestick lives in Harpswell 
and serves as president of the 
Harpswell News Board of Direc-
tors. He formerly worked as an 
executive in entertainment and 
technology companies. ⚓

Black Will
From Page 26

Omnic
From Page 12

Town of Harpswell Employment Opportunities

--- Kristi Eiane, Town Administrator, 833-5771

Job Descriptions and Applications available on the Town’s website at www.harpswell.maine.gov
Animal Control Officer
This is an on-call position that primarily requires field work to enforce municipal rules and State law relating to the regulation 
and control of dogs and other animals.  Work involves varied contact with the public; locating stray animals and transporting 
them to Midcoast Humane; maintaining records and reports; and monitoring licensure and registrations.   The successful 
candidate is expected to become a certified Animal Control Officer, and must possess a valid Maine driver’s license with a 
clean driving record. 
Cedar Beach Monitor 
The Cedar Beach monitor is employed on a part-time, seasonal basis for the 2022 summer season. This position starts Memorial Day weekend and ends 
Labor Day weekend. This is shift work, done in 2 - 5 hour shifts dependent upon the day and weather. Training and support provided. Work involves 
(but is not limited to) varied contact with the public, educating the public on the beach rules, keeping people within boundaries of the beach and moni-
toring the parking area. Good customer service and people skills are a plus!  
Garden Coordinator
Harpswell Community Garden is seeking a part-time experienced garden coordinator for the 2022 season. This position combines hands-on garden 
work with some garden management responsibilities. 8-10 hours per week on an average. Position runs for 20 weeks (May - September) with a 200 
hour maximum. Schedule is flexible with the exception of planned harvest days. 
Parks Monitor
This position is responsible for monitoring Town-owned parks, lands, landing and trails.  The position runs Memorial Day through Labor Day, 3 days a 
week - Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
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Business Directory

Do you want your business to appear on 
this page in future issues?

It’s easy: just $40 and a business card!
Contact Janice

janice@harpswellanchor.org 
(207) 504-4428

Dustan Larsen & Hannah Beattie

Always buying quality 
vintage & antique items.

96 Maine Street, 
Brunswick, ME 04011

hatchonmaine@gmail.com
207-373-0567

44 Cushing St., Brunswick 
(207) 725-2726 

info@BipPrint.com 
 

PPrroouuddllyy  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  
aarreeaa  ssiinnccee  11997744  

Kyle Rosenberg-Owner
Maine Licensed-ISA Certified 

and Fully Insured Arborist

25 Year Professional

Structural Pruning of Trees and Shrubs 
Shoreland Consultation 

Invasive Insect and Disease Treatment
207-651-2861   www.ForestToShore.com

Iris Eats Maine

419 Harpswell

Islands Road

Harpswell, ME 04079

Elyse Dana

Chef & Owner

elyse@iriseatsmaine.com

iriseatsmaine.com

@iriseatsmaine

207.406.2052

J & J Painting
• Veteran owned
• Always 10% off for 

Veterans & Seniors
• Free estimates
• Fully insured

(207) 504-4602 / jhjpainting@gmail.com

P A U L U S
F I N E

F U R N I T U R E

v i e w  t h e  c a t a l o g  a t  
p a u l u s f u r n i t u r e . c o m

Preston Hughes
AMSA Certified Moving ConsultantAMSA Certified Moving Consultant

Local - Long Distance - International Local - Long Distance - International 
56 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 156 Bibber Pkwy. Suite 1

Brunswick, ME 04011Brunswick, ME 04011
Direct: (207) 591-1019Direct: (207) 591-1019

Fax: (207) 856-2786Fax: (207) 856-2786
Cell: (207) 317-1992Cell: (207) 317-1992

phughes@movebisson.comphughes@movebisson.com
www.movebisson.comwww.movebisson.com

Pop Up Perennial Sale!

May 27-29, 10 am-3 pm
Merriconeag Grange Hall

529 Harpswell Neck Rd

Cash or check or Venmo accepted

Hosted by 
Anne Ritchie and Jane Rotondi

Full Architectural Services
Design / Build Services available

Commercial / Residential
Concept through Construction

matt@hecarchitects .com
207-522-7564

www.hecarchitects .com
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Annual Membership Due!

 For more information: 
harpswellmaine.org | 207-833-2399 

info@harpswellmaine.org
PO Box 125, Harpswell, ME 04079SHOP 

LOCAL!

Business Directory

We encourage our readers to shop and hire local! And 
tell these businesses where you learned about them!

Thistles & ThingsThistles & Things
Gifts with a Scottish flair

Celtic Jewelry, Stoneware, Books, CDs, Home gifts, 
Dance ghillies and more. Tartans by the yard may be ordered.

By appointment • 1464 Harpswell Neck Rd., 
Harpswell, ME 04079 • (c) 207-841-3232 

pstillotson@gmail.com
www.thistlesandthingsgifts.com

Patricia Gillis Tillotson, Prop.

PERENNIAL GARDEN BED MAINTAINANCE

Seeking 2-3 lovely gardens to tend for 2022 season.

1-3 hours/wk/biweekly “to keep them singing.” 
$30 per hour

Must have own compost/dump site on property.
Call George @ 272-7114
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High Head, Harpswell - Beautiful, architect designed 
High Head residence on Harpswell Neck. This property 
is situated on a large, level, and sunlit lot with deeded 
clubhouse and deep water dock access just a short 
distance from the home. Inside you’ll appreciate high 
end appliances, custom craftsman style cabinets, 
additional design features include a stepped-down 
living space, stone chimney and fireplace with cathedral 
ceilings. Amenities include a large private guest suite 
with kitchenette, workshop, whole house generator, and 
extensive stone hardscape with fire pit. 207.833.0500

Highland Lake, Windham - Quiet, Lake front, 
4-Season Home that can be yours to enjoy this summer. 
This 3-bedroom Highland Lake home is ready for your 
personal use or potential investment opportunity. Enjoy 
the multi-level deck and lake views, the waterfront in 
the evening with your own fire pit listening to the loons. 
The property boasts a residents only boat launch, easily 
maintainable level lot, first floor bedroom, near the 
Lowell Preserve Trailhead, and carefree living. There are 
rental possibilities (check with local ordinances), second 
home possibilities, or move in for year round enjoyment. 
This home is 15 mins from Portland, less than two hours 
from Boston, and is close to all Windham’s amenities. 
The dock conveys. Advisor Kim Talbot 207.798.2055

Sea Haven, Chebeague Island - This, to be finished, 
new construction property offers unmatched southerly 
views. The 3-bedroom, 2.5 bath home rests in an 
expansive ocean meadow with your own sandy beach. 
Architecturally distinctive, you’ll benefit from energy 
conserving elements like passive solar design, ceramic 
radiators, roof mounted solar panels, and a Wittus 
Shaker wood stove. Thought was given to keeping 
the property low maintenance through a standing 
seam metal roof, and stained horizontal plank siding. 
Residents here can hike the island trails, swim from 
the beach or boat from your beach-accessed mooring. 
New well and septic round out this rare beachfront 
opportunity. Advisor Tim Crosta 207.156.3822

Engel & Völkers Casco Bay
Harpswell. Brunswick. Portland.

207-833-0500
www.cascobay.evrealestate.com

The newest listings are at Engel & Völkers Casco Bay

Hawthorne Lane, Harpswell - Relax in a charming, 
efficiently designed ‘’Jackson Built’’ custom 
contemporary cape, situated on 1.19 acres in the private 
Hawthorne Lane neighborhood. You will appreciate this 
lovely, low maintenance property -- from the propane-
fueled radiant heat on the 1st floor (w/custom concrete 
floor design), Euro-design FHW radiators on the 2nd 
floor, to the low maintenance Azek engineered exterior 
siding, to the landscaping with flowering quince, 
rhododendrons, hydrangea, azalea, lilacs, and irises.  
Enjoy your favorite meals in a bright and spacious 
kitchen with granite countertops and abundant cabinets 
and pantry. Serve your family & friends that specially 
prepared meal in your Dining Rm w/custom designed 
cabinetry. Later, relax by the propane fireplace in your 
charming Living Room or enjoy reading by the fireplace 
in the Den. Advisor Bobbi Newburg 207.751.8507

Eagle Haven, Bowdoinham - This modern & spacious, 
custom-built colonial overlooks beautiful Merrymeeting 
Bay and provides just the respite you’re looking for. See 
stunning sunrises and relax around the granite fire pit. 
Offering almost 4,000 sq ft, this house has the space 
you need to spread out. This warm and bright home 
boasts an open floor plan and airy design, stunning 
kitchen, complete with quartz countertops, porcelain 
farmers sink, coffee bar, stainless steel appliances 
and oversized island. Enjoy the newly-built propane 
fireplace. On the second floor, you will find two spacious 
bedrooms, a full bath and laundry room with utility sink. 
The stunning owners suite overlooks the bay, and faces 
east, to allow the morning sun to spill in. The owners 
suite also boasts its own bathroom with dual vanity 
sinks, a custom-tiled shower and private toilet room. 
Advisor Christina Bouchard 207.841.9934

Pebble Shores, Harpswell - This water view home 
rests on the western shore of Harpswell Neck. High 
quality craftsmanship is found in this 3 bed/3 bath 
cape on 4+/- acres, with open concept design and 
ocean views from each room. Kitchen boasts high-end 
appliances, granite counters, center island with 6 burner 
gas cooktop. A first floor master with walk-in closet 
offers a spa-like bath w/ a granite topped dual sink 
vanity, large soaking tub and a generous walk-in tiled 
shower. Upstairs offers 2 ocean view bedrooms with 
their own full bath and built-in hall study. The grounds 
offer ornamentals, fruit trees, common ocean frontage 
with a foot-friendly pebbled beach, tidal dock, and 
mooring field for your boat. 207.833.0500


