
BY CONNIE SAGE CONNER
 After a 12-year hiatus — and 
after saying "I was never going to 
do this again" — Joan Ouellette is 
bringing back her popular Fishnet 
Cafe. Only this time, the restaurant 
is moving from the Orr's Island 
side of the Cribstone Bridge to Bai-

ley Island, next door to the post of-
fice.
 Her 20-some early morning 
"regulars" missed Ouellette and the 
camaraderie of their fellow island-
ers, so they kept bugging her to re-
open somewhere on the islands.
 "The Harpswell community 

came to me five times and each 
time I said no," Ouellette said with 
a chuckle. "At 68, I'm too old and I 
was going to retire." Now, she plans 
to reopen the Fishnet at the end of 
May.
 The old Fishnet was in the En-
gel & Volkers Casco Bay realty of-
fices on Orr's. Ouellette said her 
part of their building was so small 
she cooked on two little grills and 
talked with customers while she 
cooked. The new Fishnet is in a 
much larger space attached to the 
Roxanne York Real Estate building 
at 2118 Harpswell Islands Road, 
Bailey Island.
  On a recent spring day, Ouel-
lette, who's always smiling, happi-
ly pointed out where tables, chairs 
and the bar will be. The space was 
being remodeled by David Hag-
gerty, whose wife, Laurie, now 
owns Roxanne York Real Estate. 
Ouellette is especially proud of the 
café's spaciousness and its gleam-
ing stainless steel kitchen. Earlier 

BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell will contribute 
$9,236,792 toward the Maine 
School Administrative District 75 
budget for the 2022-23 school year, 
an increase of $511,555 or 5.86% 
over 2021-22.
 The MSAD 75 Board of Di-
rectors approved the budget in a 
13-1 vote on April 14. The budget 
totals $49,591,774, an increase of 
$2,295,366 or 4.87%.
 Harpswell representative Eric 
Lusk cast the sole vote against the 
budget. "I believe we need to do a 
review of our head count, especial-
ly as it relates to nonteaching posi-
tions," Lusk said.
 "I think in this era of inflation, 
which is the highest it has been in 
40-some-odd years, we owe it to 
the residents of the district to do 
everything we can to make sure 
we have as lean a budget as we can 
have," Lusk added.
 Each town's "local assessment" 
— the amount the town must raise 
from property taxes to fund the 
budget — depends on a complex 
formula that accounts for its en-
rollment and ability to pay. Harp-
swell has the lowest enrollment in 
the district, at 350 students; but the 
highest valuation, at $2.01 billion.
 That $2.01 billion valuation 
— an estimate of the value of all 
property in the town — is almost 
double Topsham's $1.01 billion and 
several times higher than Bowdo-
in's $247.27 million and Bowdoin-
ham's $301.18 million.
 The state classifies Harpswell 
as a "minimum receiver," which 
means the town's ability to pay 

BY J.W. OLIVER
 Steven B. Connolly will 
serve as the next superinten-
dent of Maine School Admin-
istrative District 75. He brings 
more than 40 years of experi-
ence in Maine schools, many as 
a superintendent and principal 
in Southern Maine.
 The MSAD 75 Board of Di-
rectors voted 14-0 to appoint 
Connolly on April 14, approv-
ing a two-year contract with a 
first-year salary of $145,000. 
He will start work July 1.
 Connolly, of Gorham, most 
recently worked for the Maine 
Department of Education at its 
Maine School Safety Center. 
From 2012-2020, he was super-
intendent of Maine School Ad-
ministrative District 60, which 
includes the towns of Berwick, 
Lebanon and North Berwick in 
York County.
 His quarter-century as an 
administrator includes stints 
as principal of Cape Elizabeth 
Middle School, Portland's Bax-
ter Elementary School, Saco's 
Young School and Scarbor-
ough's Pleasant Hill Prima-
ry School, as well as assistant 
principal of Portland High 
School.
 Connolly also has 17 years 
of experience as a teacher, 
mostly at Cape Elizabeth Mid-
dle School. He has a bachelor's 
degree in elementary education 
from St. Joseph's College and a 
master's degree in educational 
leadership from the University 
of Southern Maine.
 In MSAD 75, Connolly will 
replace interim Superintendent 
Bob Lucy. The transition will 
be the fifth for the district in 
four years.
 Before the vote on the ap-
pointment, board Chair Holly 
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Island after 12-year absence

Fishnet Cafe owner Joan Ouellette in the kitchen of her restaurant on Bailey Island, 
next to the post office. She expects to open at the end of May. (JERRY KLEPNER PHOTO)

Back on the water A kayak heads toward Rogue Island early April 22. See more photos from the 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust’s “This Week in Harpswell” project on Page 28. (BRAD AGIUS PHOTO)
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Harpswell voters approve $6.34M municipal budget in referendum
BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell voters approved a 
$6.34 million municipal budget 
and $186,000 in outlays from 
federal funds at the town meet-
ing by referendum on April 23.
 All 25 items on the ballot 
passed, with no close votes. Just 
5.48% of Harpswell voters cast 
ballots, or 246 of 4,489.
 The 2022 budget totals 
$6,337,339, an increase of 
$649,236 or 11.41% over 2021. 
The town does not expect an 
equivalent tax impact, however. 

Early estimates point to a 3% 
hike in the property tax rate, 
currently $6.76 per $1,000 of 
valuation.
 The biggest factor in the bud-
get's growth is debt service. The 
town's debt payments are more 
than doubling, from $310,000 to 
$630,000.
 The figure includes the first 
full year of debt payments for 
three projects: the demolition 
of the pier at George J. Mitchell 
Field, $3.5 million; the recon-
struction of Grover Lane and 

Gurnet Landing Road, along 
with the first phase of recon-
struction of Basin Point Road, 
$650,000; and the first phase of 
construction at the recycling 
center, $450,000.
 The ballot included five pro-
posals to spend money from 
the American Rescue Plan Act, 
a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
package: $90,000 to update the 
comprehensive plan, $46,000 
for emergency services, $25,000 
to improve the town website, 
$15,000 for an analysis of afford-

able housing needs and options, 
and $10,000 for broadband con-
sulting.
 The vote on improvements 
to the town website was the 
closest of the referendum, but 
still passed easily, with 77.97% 
of voters in favor. The tally was 
184-52. 
 The proposals add up to 
$186,000 of the $519,000 the 
town expects to receive from the 
program.
 Also on the ballot were 
amendments to three ordinanc-

es, including a change to the 
Shellfish Ordinance that will 
allow resident harvesters who 
move out of town to retain their 
licenses if they meet certain con-
ditions. The town put forward 
the amendment in response to 
what the harbor master has re-
ferred to as a "workforce housing 
crisis" pressuring clammers to 
leave town.
 A grant from the Maine Hu-
manities Council supports the 
Harpswell Anchor's reporting on 
town government. ⚓

Harpswell man suffers 'serious head 
trauma' in crash on Orr's Island
BY J.W. OLIVER
 A 61-year-old Harpswell 
man "suffered serious head 
trauma" when his pickup truck 
crashed into a large tree on 
Harpswell Islands Road, Orr's 
Island, April 18.
 Fernand Giard was driving 
a gold 2008 Nissan Titan when 

the truck left the road and 
"continued well off the road-
way" before striking the tree 
head-on in the area of 1547 
Harpswell Islands Road, ac-
cording to a statement from the 
Cumberland County Sheriff 's 
Office. Giard "was extricated 
from the wreckage" and taken 

to Maine Medical Center.
 The Cumberland County 
Sheriff 's Office and the Orr's 
and Bailey Islands Fire Depart-
ment responded to the crash, 
which occurred at about 9:09 
a.m. The Sheriff 's Office is 
investigating the cause of the 
crash. ⚓

The driver of a 2008 Nissan Titan pickup truck "suffered serious head trau-
ma," according to law enforcement, when the truck slammed into a tree 
on Orr's Island on April 18. (CUMBERLAND COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE PHOTO)
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We’re back....
Grab your chair and come visit with friends and neighbors! 
With warmer weather soon upon us, all Harpswellians are
invited to attend any or all of these outdoor events. If you need a 
ride, contact People Plus at 207-729-0757.

Lunch with Friends
   “Trunk Style”

May 3 (rain or shine) 12:00 noon
Cundy’s Harbor Church of the Nazarene
Co-sponsored by Roxanne York Realty, 
The Wonderful Women of Harpswell Book Group,
and the Church of the Nazarene

Snacks with Friends 

June 2 (rain date June 3) 1:00 pm
Mitchell Field
Co-sponsored by the Elijah
Kellogg Church and the 
Town of Harpswell

June 28 (rain date June 29) 1:00 pm
Mackerel Cove
Co-sponsored by Orr’s Island Library, 
Orr’s and Bailey Island Fire and Rescue/
Schoolhouse, Orr’s Bailey Yacht Club,
 and the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust

AND

Dyakuyu, 
School House 1913
 Whether it's in English or 
Ukrainian, we owe a huge debt of grat-
itude and thanks to The School House 
1913 restaurant. Their generosity was 
the keystone upon which Harpswell 
Supports Ukraine was built.
 We met with School House Gen-
eral Manager Chris Gardner and 
Executive Chef Joe Arena to discuss 
having the event at the School House. 
Without a pause, they offered the 
restaurant, at no cost, and also said 
they'd contribute Ukrainian hors 
d'oeuvres, wine, beer and soft drinks. 
Even their staff said they'd donate 
their time.
 That set in motion planning for 
Harpswell Supports Ukraine. With 
more than two dozen terrific volun-

teers and many Zoom meetings, fly-
ers and emails, the fundraiser became 
a reality in only three weeks.
 We raised more than $38,000 
for World Central Kitchen, Save the 
Children (Ukraine) and Direct Relief 
Ukraine. We were bowled over by the 
generosity of folks in Harpswell, area 
communities, and even friends and 
family in other states.
 Thank you to everyone who gave 
of their time and money to help 
Ukraine. None of us can believe there 
is a war in Europe after the brutality of 
World War II.
 Unfortunately, history does repeat 
itself.

Jerry Klepner                                 
Connie Sage Conner
Harpswell

Volunteer Tom Brudzinski sports a yellow bow tie and holds a Ukrainian 
flag during the Harpswell Supports Ukraine fundraiser. (BILL SNELLINGS PHOTO)

Jerry Klepner, one of the organizers of the Harpswell Supports Ukraine 
fundraiser, speaks at the event. (BILL SNELLINGS PHOTO)

Spring has sprung!
if the seeds are well planted and cared for

Tom Brudzinski, Orr ’s Island Visual Storyteller                     Instagram: “lobstartstudios”

Correction: The essay "Robert P. Tristram Coffin: An accidental dis-
covery" on Page 27 of the April edition contained three errors. Coffin 
was one of 10 children, not seven; he authored 46 books, not 37; and 
five of the books remain in print, not one, according to the literary 
agent for his estate. The Harpswell Anchor regrets the errors.
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April 30 and May 1
 Ash Cove Pottery, 75 Ash Cove 
Road, Harpswell, will give pottery 
demonstrations at 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. on both days of the 10th annual 
Maine Pottery Tour. The studio will 
be open throughout the tour, which 
will run from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
For more information about the 
tour, see mainepotterytour.org.

May 3
 Harpswell Aging at Home will 
host a "trunk lunch" at Cundy's Har-
bor Community Church of the Naz-
arene, 863 Cundy's Harbor Road, 
Harpswell, at noon. The Harpswell 
Book Group and Roxanne York Re-
alty will provide soups, sandwiches, 
beverages and desserts, all served 
from their trunks. Rain or shine. If 
the weather allows, bring a chair to 
sit and eat with neighbors.

May 7
 The Harpswell Invasive Plant 
Partnership will remove invasive 
plants at Curtis Farm Preserve, 
1554 Harpswell Neck Road, Harp-
swell, from 9 a.m. to noon. Vol-
unteers will assist in removing the 
remains of plants that were treated 
last year. Tools provided, but vol-
unteers may bring their favorite 
pruners, loppers and gloves. Rain 
date May 8. RSVP to hipp.maine@
gmail.com.

May 11
 "Living and Working in a Water-
front Community: A Conversation 
Series" continues with an interactive 
panel discussion about access to the 
working waterfront from 6:30-8 
p.m. at the Orr's Island Schoolhouse, 
1795 Harpswell Islands Road, Orr's 
Island. For fishermen, access can 
mean physical access to mud flats 
or wharfs, as well as access to mar-
kets and permits. Refreshments will 
include samples of Maine Coast 
Monkfish Stew. To attend in person 
or via livestream, register at tinyurl.
com/p8rrxzhj or contact Julia Mc-
Leod at director@hhltmaine.org or 
207-721-1121.

May 14
 Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
presents "Spring Birding at Otter 
Brook" from 8-9:30 a.m. at Otter 
Brook Preserve, 429 Harpswell Neck 
Road, Harpswell. Spring is a won-
derful time for birding, as migrants 
return and males sing to defend their 
territories and attract mates. Natu-
ralist and birder Nat Wheelwright 
will lead this field trip. Wheelwright, 
of Harpswell, is a biology professor 
emeritus at Bowdoin College and 
co-author of "The Naturalist's Note-
book." Wear appropriate footwear, 
bring binoculars. Advance registra-
tion required: tinyurl.com/32cj3ca3.

 Music for Meals' Flower Moon 
Garden Party, the first in its 2022 
Garden Party Music Festival Series, 
brings a full weekend of music to 
1292 Harpswell Neck Road, Harp-
swell. The Tom Faunce Floyd Expe-
rience will perform the music of Pink 
Floyd, headlining a five-band lineup. 
There will be art demonstrations, 
food trucks and vendors. Proceeds 
will support the Bath Food Bank and 
the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program. Kids attend free. Friend-
ly dogs welcome. On-site camping 
available. Tickets at tinyurl.com/2p-
8mxmhm. The series will continue 
the weekends of July 23 and Sept. 17.

May 18
 The Hillcrest Cemetery Associa-
tion will hold its annual meeting at 
7 p.m. at Elijah Kellogg Church, 917 
Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell. 
The association welcomes all mem-
bers of the Harpswell community to 
learn more about the organization 
and consider helping out. 

May 21
 Elijah Kellogg Church will host 
a drive-thru bean supper from 5-7 
p.m. Homemade baked beans, hot 
dog, coleslaw, potato salad and gin-
gerbread for $10, cash or check. For 
more information, call 833-6026.

May 25
 Cooking at 43° North will meet 
for a "spring soup swap" at 4 p.m. 

in the parking lot of St. Katharine 
Drexel Church, 419 Mountain Road, 
Harpswell. Make six portions of a fa-
vorite soup, then gather with neigh-
bors and friends to share soup and 
stories. Open to anyone who loves to 
cook. To sign up, contact Julie Moul-
ton at juliemoulton28@gmail.com 
or 207-330-5416. Rain date May 26.

 Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
presents "Shorebirds of Harpswell" 
from 2:30-4 p.m. at Skolfield Shores 
Preserve, 33 Skolfield Drive, Harp-
swell. After a short walk to the 
shore, Amelia Graham will teach 
participants where (and when) to 
find shorebirds and how to differ-
entiate between them. Graham is 
HHLT's development associate, 
a birding enthusiast and a former 
piping plover monitor for the state 

www.USHarbors.com

South Harpswell, ME - May 2022

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Sun 12:04 10.0 12:36 9.1 6:22 -0.4 6:28 0.7 5:31 7:44

2 Mon 12:41 9.9 1:16 8.9 7:01 -0.3 7:05 0.9 5:29 7:45

3 Tue 1:16 9.8 1:55 8.6 7:39 -0.1 7:42 1.2 5:28 7:47

4 Wed 1:53 9.5 2:35 8.3 8:18 0.2 8:20 1.5 5:27 7:48

5 Thu 2:31 9.2 3:18 8.1 8:58 0.5 9:02 1.8 5:25 7:49

6 Fri 3:14 8.9 4:05 7.8 9:43 0.8 9:48 2.0 5:24 7:50

7 Sat 4:02 8.7 4:55 7.7 10:31 1.1 10:39 2.2 5:23 7:51

8 Sun 4:54 8.5 5:47 7.7 11:21 1.2 11:33 2.2 5:22 7:52

9 Mon 5:49 8.4 6:39 7.8 12:13 1.2 5:20 7:54

10 Tue 6:45 8.4 7:31 8.2 12:30 2.1 1:06 1.2 5:19 7:55

11 Wed 7:43 8.5 8:20 8.6 1:29 1.7 1:57 1.0 5:18 7:56

12 Thu 8:37 8.8 9:05 9.3 2:25 1.2 2:46 0.7 5:17 7:57

13 Fri 9:28 9.1 9:49 9.9 3:16 0.5 3:32 0.4 5:16 7:58

14 Sat 10:17 9.4 10:32 10.5 4:04 -0.1 4:17 0.1 5:14 7:59

15 Sun 11:06 9.6 11:17 10.9 4:52 -0.8 5:02 -0.1 5:13 8:00

16 Mon 11:56 9.7 5:40 -1.2 5:50 -0.2 5:12 8:01

17 Tue 12:04 11.2 12:47 9.8 6:30 -1.5 6:39 -0.2 5:11 8:02

18 Wed 12:53 11.3 1:39 9.7 7:21 -1.5 7:30 0.0 5:10 8:04

19 Thu 1:45 11.2 2:34 9.5 8:14 -1.3 8:25 0.3 5:09 8:05

20 Fri 2:41 10.8 3:33 9.2 9:11 -1.0 9:24 0.6 5:08 8:06

21 Sat 3:42 10.4 4:37 9.0 10:12 -0.6 10:29 0.8 5:08 8:07

22 Sun 4:47 9.9 5:41 9.0 11:15 -0.2 11:37 1.0 5:07 8:08

23 Mon 5:55 9.5 6:44 9.0 12:18 0.1 5:06 8:09

24 Tue 7:02 9.2 7:45 9.2 12:47 1.0 1:21 0.3 5:05 8:10

25 Wed 8:07 9.0 8:41 9.5 1:55 0.9 2:20 0.5 5:04 8:11

26 Thu 9:07 8.9 9:31 9.7 2:56 0.6 3:13 0.6 5:04 8:12

27 Fri 10:00 8.9 10:16 9.8 3:50 0.3 4:00 0.7 5:03 8:12

28 Sat 10:49 8.8 10:58 9.9 4:38 0.1 4:43 0.9 5:02 8:13

29 Sun 11:34 8.7 11:37 9.8 5:22 0.0 5:24 1.1 5:02 8:14

30 Mon 12:16 8.6 6:03 -0.1 6:02 1.2 5:01 8:15

31 Tue 12:15 9.8 12:56 8.5 6:41 0.0 6:40 1.4 5:00 8:16

Covenant Insurance Agency
Harpswell, Maine

Business - Bonds - Commercial Auto - Workers Compensation - 
Watercraft - Marinas - Home - Flood

Mark R. Adams, Independent Agent, Licensed ME, MA, CT
Mark.Adams@covenantagency.com

    781-447-5013

Tide Chart

Nat Wheelwright leads a Harpswell Heritage Land Trust birding walk in 
2021. Wheelwright will return to lead the “Spring Birding at Otter Brook” 
walk on May 14. (ED ROBINSON PHOTO)

May 2022 Community Calendar

continued on next page
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of Connecticut. Wear comfortable 
walking shoes, bring binoculars. 
Advance registration required: hhlt-
maine.org/shorebirds-of-harpswell.

May 28
 The Harpswell Invasive Plant 
Partnership will hold a work day at 
Johnson Field Preserve, 25 Abner 
Point Road, Bailey Island, from 9 
a.m. to noon. The goal is to con-
trol invasive plants in the preserve, 
along the shore of Mackerel Cove. 
Tools and gloves provided, but 
volunteers may bring their own. 
RSVP to hipp.maine@gmail.com.

May 30
 The Memorial Day parade will 
begin at 11 a.m. at the intersection of 
Lookout Point Road and Harpswell 
Neck Road. The parade will proceed 
south along Harpswell Neck Road 
to the Scout Hall. This year's parade 
is in memory of Shirley Thompson, 
longtime organizer of the parade.

June 2
 Harpswell Aging at Home pres-
ents Snacks with Friends at 1 p.m. at 
George J. Mitchell Field, 1410 Harp-
swell Neck Road, Harpswell. The 
cooks of the Elijah Kellogg Church 
will provide savory and sweet finger 
foods. Visit with friends and neigh-
bors while enjoying a beautiful view. 
All are welcome. Rain date June 3.

June 11
 The Cundy's Harbor Library, 935 
Cundy's Harbor Road, Harpswell, 

will host an open house from 1-3 p.m. 
Tour the renovated library and meet 
board members and volunteers while 
enjoying light refreshments. Learn 
about library programs. Find out how 
to obtain a free library card and how 
to support the library.

June 15
 "Living and Working in a Wa-
terfront Community: A Conversa-
tion Series" continues with a panel 
discussion about etiquette on the 
water from 6-8 p.m. at Bailey Island 
Library Hall, 2167 Harpswell Islands 
Road, Bailey Island. Representa-
tives from marine businesses and 
nonprofits will discuss how to share 
space on the water. The event will 
start outdoors at 6 p.m., with a tast-
ing of Maine Coast Monkfish Stew 
and oysters from the New Meadows 
River Shellfish Co-op, before the dis-
cussion begins at 6:30. To attend in 
person or via livestream, register at 
tinyurl.com/vtavc4kc or contact Julia 
McLeod at director@hhltmaine.org 
or 207-721-1121.

Ongoing
 The Grand Slammers, an inter-
mediate-level contract bridge club, 
meets at the town office at 1 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday except holidays. The club 
is for congenial but serious players, 
not for instruction. A $2 donation 
is requested to cover game supplies 
and support town recreation pro-
grams. Space is limited to three tables. 
COVID-19 vaccination required, 
masks optional. For more informa-
tion, email harpswellen@me.com.

 Meals in a Pinch delivers four 
meals to Harpswell residents in 
need every other Tuesday. Up-
coming dates are May 10 and 24. 
The program can deliver meals 
on an ongoing or temporary basis 
and can provide emergency meals 
when necessary. There is no in-
come qualification. For more in-
formation, contact Julie Moulton 
at juliemoulton28@gmail.com or 
207-330-5416.

 Merriconeag Grange, 529 
Harpswell Neck Road, hosts a pub-
lic breakfast from 8-10:30 a.m. on 
the first Saturday of each month. 
Blueberry pancakes, French toast, 
omelets, waffles. Price: $10 for 
adults, $6 for kids under 10.

 A mobile food station, free to 
anyone in need, is available at the 

town office from 10-11:30 a.m. 
every Thursday.

 The John Leo Murray Jr. Amer-
ican Legion Post 171 meets at Mer-
riconeag Grange at 7 p.m. on the 
third Monday of each month.

Brunswick and beyond

May 4
 Curtis Memorial Library, 23 
Pleasant St., Brunswick, presents 
"Finding Hope in the Face of Cli-
mate Change," a talk by author Susan 
B. Inches, from 6:30-8 p.m. in the 
Morrell Meeting Room. Inches will 
discuss her book "Advocating for the 
Environment: How to Gather Your 
Power and Take Action." Copies will 
be available for sale and signing.

May 7
 The Bath Garden Club will hold 
its annual plant sale at City Park (Li-
brary Park), 43 Summer St., from 
8 a.m. to noon. Healthy perennials 
from members' gardens, as well as 
geraniums, tomato seedlings, herbs 
and more. Attic treasures too, in-
cluding gardening items. Bring a 
box to carry purchases. Cash, checks 
and credit cards accepted. More in-
formation: bathgardenclub.org.

May 10
 The Bowdoin College Museum 
of Art presents "Marcia Resnick's 
'Bad Boys,'" a talk by Frank Good-
year, in the pavilion from noon to 1 
p.m. In 1976, Resnick began a series 
of photographs depicting so-called 
"Bad Boys" in downtown New York. 
Goodyear, co-curator of "Marcia 
Resnick: As It Is or Could Be," will 
discuss this important photograph-
ic series. "Marcia Resnick: As It Is or 
Could Be" is on display in the Ber-
nard and Barbro Osher Gallery and 
the Halford Gallery through June 5.

May 12
 The Brunswick Downtown Asso-

ciation's speaker series goes behind 
the scenes with Curt Dale Clark, ar-
tistic director of the Maine State Mu-
sic Theatre, in the venue's rehearsal 
space at 22 Elm St. in Brunswick. 
From set design, costume creation 
and lighting to auditions and chore-
ography, Clark will show guests how 
a production comes together. Reg-
istration and networking begin at 5 
p.m., program from 5:30-6:30, tours 
from 6:30-7.

May 13
 Singer-songwriter Jonathan 
Edwards performs on the main 
stage at the Chocolate Church Arts 
Center, 804 Washington St., Bath, 
at 7:30 p.m. Four decades into his 
career, Edwards delivers songs of 
insight and humor in a pure and 
powerful tenor. Tickets: $35 in ad-
vance, $38 at the door.

May 14
 Award-winning pianist and 
composer Paul Sullivan performs 
at the Brunswick Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 1 Middle St., at 7:30 
p.m., doors at 6:30. Sullivan's music 
blends jazz, classical and new age. 
The current season of the church's 
Concerts for a Cause series bene-
fits the Immigrant Legal Advocacy 
Project and the Mid Coast Hunger 
Prevention Program. Tickets: $20 
in advance, $25 at the door, $10 for 
students and children, available at 
the church office or online at tick-
etstripe.com/sullivanjazz.

Ongoing
 Bath-Brunswick Respite Care, 
9 Park St., Bath, hosts an Alzhei-
mer's and dementia caregiver sup-
port group from 9:15-10:30 a.m. 
on the first and third Mondays of 
the month. The group provides 
education, emotional support and 
resources for caregivers. More in-
formation: 729-8571.

 Connected, a nondenomina-
tional group for widowers, widows, 
divorced people and singles 55 and 
up, meets in the St. Charles Borro-
meo Church Hall, 132 McKeen St., 
Brunswick, from 7-9 p.m. on the 
first Monday of the month. Guest 
speaker, light refreshments.

 TOPS, or Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly, meets in the basement 
of the Berean Baptist Church, 15 
Cumberland St., Brunswick, from 
6-7:30 p.m. every Thursday. More 
information: 729-6400.

 Have a calendar item to submit? 
Email joliver@harpswellanchor.org 
or use the form at harpswellanchor.
org/submissions. ⚓

continued from previous page

A photo of a lesser yellowlegs by Amelia Graham. Graham will lead a 
“Shorebirds of Harpswell” walk at Skolfield Shores Preserve on May 25.

Introducing the Harpswell Anchor Small 
Business Marketing Initiative
5 lucky Harpswell small businesses will get:
• Free one hour marketing consultation
• Free ad creation
• Free ad placement in the Anchor
To learn more, contact Janice Thompson at  
janice@harpswellanchor.org or 207-504-4428

The Anchor is committed to the success 
of the Harpswell Business Community. We 
understand that some small businesses lack 
marketing resources, and we’d like to help!

Tired of being swallowed 
up by the competition?

Tired of being swallowed 
up by the competition?

Harpswell Anchor
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Harpswell Hiking 
Challenge to return
 The Harpswell Hiking Chal-
lenge will return on June 4 and 5 
after a two-year hiatus because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Harpswell Recreation and the 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
are excited to bring back this 
popular community event.
 The full challenge consists 
of hiking eight predetermined 
trails in two days to earn a free 
T-shirt and a spot on the list of 
finishers. There will also be a 
shorter challenge for families 
and participants with mobility 
issues.
 The challenge will coincide 
with the grand opening of Cliff 
Trail at 10:30 a.m. on June 4. In 
2021, Cliff Trail was rehabbed 
to feature a 0.4-mile, smooth, 
flat, inclusive trail, suitable for 
users with limited mobility and 
those using mobility devices. 
With this project, Harpswell 
has become home to one of the 
Midcoast's newest and most 
beautiful inclusive trails.
 The project was made possi-
ble with a grant from the Rec-
reational Trails Program, labor 
from the Maine Conservation 
Corps and volunteers, and do-
nations from the community.
 Find more information 
about the challenge at harp-
swellrecreation.com.

School moves prom 
to Mitchell Field, 
then changes plans
 In a series of adjustments to 
COVID-19 protocols and stu-
dent concerns, Mt. Ararat High 
School changed its prom venue 
to Mitchell Field, then moved it 
to the Brunswick Golf Club.
 Principal Chris Hoffman and 
Senior Class Advisor Jen Green 
informed the Harpswell Board 
of Selectmen about the latest 
change in plans in a letter dated 
April 11.
 The letter cites the "decline of 
COVID-19 cases in our area" as 
a factor in the decision, as well 
as seniors' concerns about the 
potential for inclement weather 
to disrupt an outdoor prom.
 The school first approached 
the town after the venue it had 
booked a year in advance "fell 
through due to COVID restric-
tions," Green told the select 
board on March 31.
 "Mt. Ararat has not had a 
prom since 2019 and we want 
this to be a special event," Green 
said in a letter to the board. The 
school expects 250-300 people 
to attend the May 14 event.
 Green said that she had chap-
eroned a Project Graduation 
event at Mitchell Field in spring 
2021 "and I think that could be a 
really beautiful place for our se-
niors to safely have their prom." 

An outdoor venue was attrac-
tive in case pandemic protocols 
changed before the event, she 
said.
 The school planned to set up 
a tent with a dance floor next 
to the bandstand, where a DJ 
would provide the music. 
 The select board approved 
the school's request to use the 
property and to close it to the 
public from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
for safety reasons. The board 
also waived the fee.
 George J. Mitchell Field was 
a U.S. Navy fuel depot until its 
transfer to the town in 2001. The 
120-acre property is popular for 
its beach and trail network.

Collaboration offers 
free container gardens 
for community
 Gardening provides delicious 
food, exercise and stress relief, 
but it’s not always an option. 
Many seniors are no longer ca-
pable of growing large gardens, 
and transportation may be a 
barrier to tending a community 
plot.
 Harpswell Aging at Home, 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
and Harpswell Coastal Acade-
my are teaming up for a second 
year to provide residents of all 
ages and abilities with simple 
container gardens.
 Many vegetables can be 

grown successfully in pots, 
which can be placed on a deck 
or in the yard. Container gar-
dens are easy to care for, and 
they can provide an abundance 

of fresh and healthy food.
 If standard gardening pres-
ents a challenge, reserve free 
container gardens by contact-

N E W S  B R I E F S

continued on next page

Open for the season! Lunch and Dinner daily 11am-8pm.

A volunteer plants herbs for container gardens in 2021. (AMELIA GRAHAM PHOTO)

ACKME SURVEY
LAND SURVEYING

RTK GPS          DRONE

Frank@ackmesurvey.com

CALL 207-504-0280

Log Cabin
An Island Inn

NNooww  ooppeenn  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaassoonn!
P.O. Box 410

Bailey Island, Maine 04003
207-833-5546

Fax 207-833-7858
www.logcabin-maine.com

Mix and Mingle at the library
Sat. June 11 from 1– 3 pm  

Have you visited us recently? Come meet our new 
Board, tour the library and join us to learn about 
all we are doing. Become a friend and card holder.  

Light refreshments and drinks provided.
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ing Julie Moulton at juliemoul-
ton28@gmail.com or 207-
330-5416. Gardens should be 
reserved by May 12. They will be 
delivered to homes in late May.
 Options include a cherry to-
mato in a 5-gallon pot, culinary 
herbs in a rectangular window 
box or salad greens in a rectan-
gular window box. Limit one of 
each type per household.

Hospital reopens vaccine
clinic for 2nd booster
 Brunswick's Mid Coast Hos-
pital reopened its vaccination 
clinic on March 31, in response 
to the authorization of a second 
booster of the COVID-19 vac-
cines.
 The second booster is avail-
able to people 50 and up and 
younger people with compro-
mised immune systems. Anyone 
who receives the second booster 
must have had the first booster 
at least four months ago.
 Mid Coast's move followed 
March 29 actions by federal reg-
ulatory agencies to roll out the 
second booster. Mid Coast had 
moved its vaccination efforts to 
its walk-in clinic, but reopened 
the stand-alone vaccination 
clinic in anticipation of demand 
for the second booster.
 The clinic, at 81 Medical Cen-
ter Drive, is open from 2-6 p.m. 

Monday-Friday, with vaccina-
tions available by appointment 
only. To sign up for an appoint-
ment, go to vaccine.maine-
health.org or call 877-780-7545.
 In addition to second boost-
ers, the clinic offers first boost-
ers to those who received their 
initial vaccination series at least 
five months ago, and initial se-
ries for those who are not vacci-
nated.
 "Vaccination remains our best 
defense against COVID-19," 
said Dr. Christopher Bowe, 
chief medical officer of Mid 
Coast-Parkview Health. "While 
it may seem that COVID has re-
ceded some, it remains a threat, 
and keeping up with the recom-
mended vaccination schedule 
goes a long way toward reducing 
the chances of hospitalization 
and death from this virus."

Library renovations 
continue with siding job
 A multiple-year renovation 
of Cundy's Harbor Library will 
continue this spring as a con-
tractor replaces the building's 
siding and trim.
 The Harpswell Board of Se-
lectmen awarded the contract 
to Houseworx LLC on March 
31. Houseworx submitted the 
lowest of three bids for the 
project, at $44,816.40. The oth-
er two came in at $82,750 and 

$124,700.
 Houseworx has experience 
as a contractor for the town, 
having completed repairs to the 
Harpswell Community Televi-
sion building.
 Selectman David Chipman 
praised the contractor's work on 
the TV station. "He's very con-
scientious and I don't know how 
he's getting away with bidding it 
so low, but I can tell you he does 
good work," Chipman said of 
Houseworx owner Duane Tar-
dif.
 The town is administering 
a Community Development 
Block Grant for improvements 
to the library, which is an inde-
pendent nonprofit.
 Completed improvements in-
clude the construction of a deck 

with a wheelchair ramp. Still to 
come is the installation of a sup-
plemental heating system for the 
addition and basement, accord-
ing to library Director Heather 
Logan.

Harpswell student to attend 
Coast Guard Academy
 Harpswell resident and Mt. 
Ararat High School senior Hud-
son Dana Holden has accept-
ed an appointment to the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy in New 
London, Connecticut.
 Holden plans to study electri-
cal engineering and join the jazz 
band. He will report for "Swab 
Summer," the academy's train-
ing program, on June 27.
 Holden is the son of Cuy-
ler Goodwin Greene and James 

Greene, of Harpswell. 
 To submit academic news, 
email joliver@harpswellanchor.
org.

Harpswell legislator's
counseling bill to 
become law
 State Rep. Jay McCreight's 
bill seeking to improve access 
to counseling in Maine will be-
come law, following unanimous 
passage in both chambers of the 
Legislature.
 Gov. Janet Mills has signed 
the bill, which aims to address 
Maine's need for clinical behav-
ioral health care services and to 
grow the state's counseling work-
force.
 L.D. 1920 will have Maine join 
a multiple-state agreement allow-
ing professional counselors who 
are both licensed at the clinical 
level and residing in a member 
state to practice in other member 
states without needing multiple 
licenses. This will give out-of-
state professionals relocating to 
Maine the ability to start practic-
es without the current delays.
 "We have a significant and 
increasing need for behavioral 
health care services in Maine, 
with many people waiting for 
help," said McCreight, D-Harp-
swell. "This new law will help 
eliminate barriers to interstate 
professional counseling prac-
tices, improve patient access to 
these services and ensure that 
the highest quality standards are 
maintained."
 The law will go into effect 90 
days after the current session of 
the Legislature adjourns.
 McCreight serves as House 
chair of the Marine Resources 
Committee. Now in her fourth 
term, she represents Harpswell, 
West Bath and northeastern 
Brunswick. ⚓

N E W S  B R I E F S
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Rick & Jane Meisenbach
207.841.9863 • Rick.Meisenbach@raveis.com

With both inventory and interest rates at historic lows, there has 
never been a better time to sell. If you want to learn about how 

today's market has increased your home's value, just give us a call.

Timeless Values for a Changing World

Hudson Dana Holden signs his appointment to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy.
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell Coastal Academy 
will continue to plan for the con-
solidation of its two campuses 
into one, despite a delay in state 
approval for the move.
 On April 13, the Harpswell 
Coastal Academy Board of Di-
rectors voted 7-0 to move for-
ward with consolidation. The vote 
capped four weeks of plot twists 
in the charter school's bid to stay 
open.
 On March 16, the board voted 
to consolidate to the Harpswell 
location. School officials said that 
a pandemic-driven decline in en-
rollment had left it with a choice 
to consolidate or close. The con-
solidation was subject to approval 
from the Maine Charter School 
Commission.
 On April 1, school officials said 
they expected the Charter School 
Commission to reject the consoli-
dation plan in accordance with its 
staff 's recommendation. If it did, 
they said, the board would "have 
no choice" but to close HCA at the 
end of the school year.
 On April 12, at a meeting of 
the Charter School Commission, 
members appeared swayed in 

HCA's favor after hearing testi-
mony from students and fam-
ilies. Only one of six members 
expressed outright opposition to 
consolidation.
 But the commission agreed 
that it wanted more details about 
the plan and voted 4-2 to defer a 
decision to its May 10 meeting. 
HCA Head of School Scott Barks-
dale said the delay would make it 
difficult for the school to enroll 
students and retain staff.
 The commission also deferred 
Harpswell Coastal Academy's ap-
plication to seek a loan for consol-
idation costs. The school plans to 
bring in three yurts and add park-
ing spaces. It has secured $92,000 
in pledges for the work, according 
to the April 8 school newsletter.
 The roller-coaster series of 
votes and recommendations cul-
minated April 13, with the HCA 
board's vote to press forward. "Let 
the record show that we are not 
giving up," board Chair Cynthia 
Shelmerdine said.
 Harpswell Coastal Acade-
my operates one location in the 
former West Harpswell School, 
which it owns; and one on the 
former naval base in Brunswick. 

Grades five through eight attend 
school in Harpswell, grades nine 
through 12 in Brunswick.

Problems go beyond enrollment
 At the commission's meeting 
on April 12, Executive Director 
Jeremy Jones outlined concerns 
about Harpswell Coastal Acade-
my that contributed to the staff 's 
recommendation against the 
consolidation plan. Reports by 
the commission's staff — one on 
a midyear meeting with school 
officials and two regarding the 
school's requests for consolidation 
and financing — further detail 
those concerns.
 The problems include failure 
"to meet academic progress mea-
sures"; a "high rate of chronic ab-
senteeism"; and financial issues, 
such as a $130,000 error in this 
year's budget, according to the re-
ports.
 In nine years of operation, 
Harpswell Coastal Academy has 
never hit the enrollment targets 
in its charter contract. One com-
mission report says the school 
has 184 students, 26 shy of the 
210 target — but school officials 
said in March that enrollment has 

dropped to 173.
 In the 2019-2020 school 
year, HCA was as close as it has 
come to its target, with 195 stu-
dents against a target of 200. The 
COVID-19 pandemic arrived in 
March 2020.
 HCA's rate of chronic absen-
teeism is highest in 10th grade, 
at 76%, according to the reports. 
Barksdale placed the school-
wide number at 44%. A student 
is chronically absent if they miss 
10% or more of school days.
 Consolidation to the Harp-
swell campus "will likely exacer-
bate the already troubling chronic 
absenteeism rates," commission 
staff said in one report, because 
students will have a longer com-
mute.
 Jones also expressed concern 
about staff morale and turnover, 
and about the adequacy of the 
Harpswell campus to serve the en-
tire student population.

'More than its quantifiable parts'
 Harpswell Coastal Academy's 
application for consolidation de-
fended the school as essential to 
a community of vulnerable stu-
dents, referencing supportive let-

ters from students and parents.
 "The story they tell is of stu-
dents who did not learn, did not 
feel safe or accepted, did not find 
themselves, until they came to 
HCA," the school wrote. "It is 
clear that we are essential to our 
community. The small size of the 
school, and the caring attention 
of our dedicated faculty, have 
transformed students' lives, giving 
them self-confidence and helping 
them learn and succeed."
 Current and former students, 
as well as families and staff, deliv-
ered testimony at the beginning of 
the April 12 meeting. More than 
100 people attended in person or 
by Zoom.
 "HCA is a safe place for a lot 
of students," said Mae Applegate, 
dean of studies and students. 
"Many of them are part of the 
LGBTQ-plus community and 
neurodivergent."
 "Our school is a place where 
students feel seen and valued 
as individuals, and I wish there 
was a clearer way that we could 
show you that with numbers and 
graphs," Applegate said. "HCA is 
more than its quantifiable parts."

Harpswell Coastal Academy to proceed with consolidation, despite delay in state approval

See HCA on Page 17
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BY DOUG WAR R EN
 In what will be a major boon 
for pets in Harpswell and across 
the area — and for the people 
who love them — Midcoast Hu-
mane is transforming a former 
MBNA call center in Brunswick 
into a welcoming, modern ani-
mal shelter.
 The $6 million project, which 
launched in 2020, is now in its 
final stages, with administra-
tive staff already at their desks 
at 5 Industrial Parkway and an-
imals expected to move in next 
month. Plans are in the works 
for a grand opening to the pub-
lic in July.
 And the public is very much 
part of the plan for the new 
24,000-square-foot facility. The 
totally renovated building offers 
many opportunities for humans 
and potential pets to interact, 
with plenty of space for fun fam-
ily events and educational pro-
gramming.
 "We've really adopted the 
community-oriented model 
of sheltering, which is the way 
things are trending in that field," 
said Bill Muldoon, a Harpswell 
resident and chair of Midcoast 
Humane's Board of Directors, 
during a recent tour. "It's vital 
that we are interactive with the 
community that we serve."
 Midcoast Humane serves 39 
communities, including Harp-
swell, in Cumberland, Andro-
scoggin, Lincoln and Sagadahoc 
counties. It currently operates 
a Brunswick campus on Range 
Road and a similar campus in 
Edgecomb, along with a thrift 

store in Boothbay Harbor.
 According to Jess Townsend, 
Midcoast Humane's executive 
director, those facilities can see 
close to 4,000 animals during 
the course of a year. Somewhere 
between 180 and 250 animals 
are being sheltered or in foster 
care at any given time depend-
ing, in part, on the time of the 
year.
 Providing that kind of care 
to animal friends takes a lot 
of human effort, and money. 
Townsend said Midcoast Hu-
mane currently employs 31 staff 
members and is looking to hire 
a few more. The former admin-
istrative building on Pleasant 
Street in Brunswick has been 
sold and the Range Road facility 
is under contract. Meanwhile, 
the fundraising effort for the 
new facility is continuing, with 
$2.5 million left to raise.
 "It's really a transformative 
time for raising the standard 
of animal care here in Maine 
and across the country," said 
Townsend, who noted that 
Portland, Bangor and Water-
ville have upgraded their facil-
ities.
 "A lot of the old shelters were 
built in the 1950s and 1960s, 
like our Range Road campus," 
she added. "Animal health is 
now a greater focus. We want 
happy, healthy, well-adjust-
ed pets to go to their forever 
homes quickly."
 Townsend, who joined Mid-
coast Humane last August after 
serving as director of operations 
at the Animal Refuge League of 

Greater Portland for almost sev-
en years, was a bundle of energy 
while guiding visitors around 
the labyrinthine work in prog-
ress that will be the new shel-
ter. She pointed out the drains 
in the floors and the hose reels 
hung on the walls that will ease 
the cleaning process. She also 
noted the "fear-free wall color 
palette" that helps guide staff 
and visitors: cats are blue, small 
animals are green and the dog 
area is lavender and gray. If the 
walls are cream colored, you're 
in a human hallway or office 
space.
 She seemed most excited by 
the shelter's expansive medi-
cal area and pharmacy. Cur-
rently, Midcoast Humane uses 
a mobile van for spaying and 
neutering animals. Now, those 
procedures and others, along 
with X-rays, can be performed 
in much more comfortable sur-
roundings for both humans and 
animals.
 Townsend said Midcoast Hu-
mane has a $2.2 million annual 
operational budget. Some of that 
money comes from the commu-
nities it serves. Harpswell, for 
example, annually enters into 
an agreement to shelter stray 
dogs and cats with Midcoast 
Humane, according to Town 
Administrator Kristi Eiane. "The 
cost in 2022 is $7,294.95, or 
$1.45 per capita of Harpswell's 
new population figure of 5,031," 

she added. 
 (Harpswell is currently seek-
ing applicants to replace Animal 
Control Officer Gail Federico, 
who will resign May 15 after 
nearly seven years in the role. 
For more information, or to ap-
ply for the position, go to harp-
swell.maine.gov and click on the 
"Employment Opportunities" 
tab.)
 Townsend, who worked with 
humane societies in Washing-
ton, D.C., and Maryland before 
coming to Maine, noted that 
94% of stray dogs are ultimately 
reunited with their owners. That 
number, sadly, is much lower for 
cats.
 There is no time limit for how 
long pets can stay at the shelter, 
Townsend said, as long as they 
are behaviorally and medical-
ly manageable. Midcoast Hu-
mane's current longest-running 
resident is Willow, a pit bull-ter-
rier mix who is housed at the 
Edgecomb facility.
 "She's been with us for over a 
year and is a staff and volunteer 
favorite," Townsend said. "She's 
looking for a home without oth-
er pets and with a fenced yard, so 
it makes it a little harder to find 
her a family, but we know she's 
got one out there!" (For more on 
Willow, go to midcoasthumane.
org/animal/36.)
 Townsend admitted that 
working with animals in need 
can take an emotional toll on 

herself and her staff. "It can be 
hard," she said, "but being able 
to take the long view is helpful. 
In the 15 years I've been doing 
this, the field has made so many 
important changes and improve-
ments." She added: "We have far 
more success stories than sad 
stories. For example, a hypothy-
roid dog with a skin condition 
was adopted yesterday. Fifteen 
years ago, he probably wouldn't 
have made it to most shelters' 
adoption floors. We are making 
progress a pet at a time, all the 
time."
 The opening of the new Mid-
coast Humane shelter will be 
a significant sign of progress. 
Townsend is already envision-
ing kitty yoga classes, training 
seminars and other events to in-
troduce the public to the new fa-
cility and, perhaps, to their new 
forever friends.
 "It's really about entering 
into a partnership to help you 
find the pet you're looking for," 
she explained. "That's ultimately 
why we're here."
 For more information about 
Midcoast Humane and its ani-
mal clients, or to donate to the 
organization, go to midcoasthu-
mane.org.
 Doug Warren, of Orr's Island, 
retired from a career as an editor 
at the Portland Press Herald, Mi-
ami Herald and Boston Globe. He 
serves as vice president of the Harp-
swell News Board of Directors. ⚓

Ray Labbe & Sons is growing and we need you!
Come join the area’s premier excavation and paving contractor that’s 

been serving the southern Mid Coast Region since 1955.

We are hiring all positions: experienced mechanics,                             
operating foreman, equipment operators, paving                 

personnel, class A and B drivers, general laborers.

We offer a great benefit package, including health, 
dental, vision, 401K, life insurance, short term 

disability and a sign-on bonus for the right, 
experienced individual.

Be part of “The fleet that’s hard 
to beat”!  We look forward                    

to meeting you!

Ray Labbe & Sons is growing and we need you!

Midcoast Humane preps new facility for pets, people

Jess Townsend, executive director of Midcoast Humane, talks to visitors at the reception desk of the organization's 
new facility at 5 Industrial Parkway in Brunswick. (BILL MULDOON PHOTO)
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 When an out-of-control SUV 
on the road to Cundy's Harbor bar-
reled through a fence into Cranber-
ry Horn Cemetery on a Saturday 
night in February, it damaged 10 
markers and monuments from the 
1800s before bursting into flames 
near the grave of a Revolutionary 
War soldier.
 Now, the volunteers who man-
age the cemetery hope the driver's 
insurance will cover the more than 
$65,000 necessary to replace or 
restore the stones and repair the 
fence. The replacement of one piece 
alone — a marble monument to 
members of the Rich family — will 
cost $27,415.
 As of mid-April, the association 
was waiting for the Cumberland 
County Sheriff 's Office to complete 
its report on the crash so the pro-
cess could move forward.
 The 10 stones belong to four 
families: Coombs, Eastman, Lin-
scott and Rich. At least three 
— Coombs, Eastman and Rich 
— have descendants who live in 
Cundy's Harbor today, according 
to Jen Stuart, president of the Cran-
berry Horn Cemetery Association. 
Stuart herself has connections to 
the Eastman and Rich families.
 The association wants to restore 
the stones as close as possible to 
their original condition. Most need 
replacement, rather than repair. Be-
cause of their age, the materials and 
methods are more expensive.
 The stones are marble and slate, 
rather than granite, which is less ex-
pensive and more common today. 
The slate stones will be replaced 
with black granite, which lasts lon-
ger. Names and epitaphs on the old 
stones were hand-cut, without la-
sers or power tools.
 If the insurance provider balks 
at the cost, the cemetery may have 
to work with descendants on more 
affordable options, according to 
Stuart.
 Also in need of repair is the sec-
tion of post-and-chain fence where 
the vehicle entered the cemetery.
 Collette Monuments, of Lewis-
ton, and Pine Tree Fence, of Litch-
field, have provided estimates and 
would complete the repairs. Stuart 
hopes the work will be complete by 
the spring of 2023.
 On a Saturday night in February, 
the driver of a 2008 Kia Sportage 
was speeding toward Cundy's Har-
bor when, according to a statement 
from the Sheriff 's Office at the time 
of the crash, he swerved to avoid an 
animal and entered the cemetery. 

Stuart said the vehicle was airborne 
on its way in.
 The vehicle slammed into grave-
stones with such force that one stone 
landed 40-50 feet from its gravesite, 
according to Stuart. During clean-
up, volunteers found pieces of mar-
ble at the back wall of the cemetery.
 The vehicle finally rolled onto 
its side and came to rest. The driver 
and his passenger escaped before it 
caught fire. By the time firefighters 
extinguished the flames moments 
later, the vehicle was a charred husk.
 Near the site of the fire, there is 
charring on the back of a slate head-
stone for William Coombs, 1752-
1846. The stone identifies him as "A 
soldier of the Revolution." His re-
placement stone will be the second 
most expensive, at $8,640.
 Nearby are the remains of a 
headstone for Alfred Coombs, just 
22 years old at the time of his death 
in the 1840s. His stone broke off at 
the base.
 The large marble monument 
and several headstones around it 
mark the resting places of at least 10 
members of the Rich family.
 Nearby, one headstone with a 
chunk sheared off the back says 
simply, "Baby." The stone marks the 
grave of an infant from the East-
man family.
 Volunteers have moved several 
stones back into place and gathered 
far-flung pieces from throughout 
the cemetery. Much of the work 

took place on the cemetery's annual 
cleanup day, April 2.
 On that cold Saturday six weeks 
after the crash, about a dozen vol-
unteers ranging in age from 3 to 
91 spent four hours in the ceme-
tery. They cleared brush and fallen 
branches like they do every year, 
but dedicated most of their time to 
the area of the crash.
 Most of the volunteers have 
links to the Eastman and Rich fam-
ilies, according to Stuart.
 Volunteers have also assisted by 
conducting research and gather-
ing old photos of the stones. A few 
"jigsaw puzzle wizards" have pieced 
shattered stones back together. Stu-

art said the association is grateful to 
everyone who has helped.
 The cemetery could use more 
volunteers — not just for cleanup, 
but to manage tasks that range from 
fundraising to lot sales and mainte-
nance. Stuart and two other vol-
unteers, Datti Bianchi and George 
Swallow, comprise the cemetery 
association's board.
 The trio is committed to the 
cemetery. "However, all of us agree 
we are seeking new faces to take the 
reins and guide us as we continue 
with improvements to Cranberry 
Horn," Stuart said.
 Stuart said that the association 
would like to see the town form a 

cemetery department, which would 
maintain and mow the cemeteries, 
while the association would con-
tinue to manage burials and deeds. 
Not all the town's private cemeter-
ies agree, she said.
 The town recently hosted a 
meeting with leaders from all of 
Harpswell's private cemeteries. "It 
was a wonderful opportunity to 
find our strengths, weaknesses, 
similarities," Stuart said.
 Cranberry Horn's biggest ex-
pense — aside from the crash re-
pairs — is mowing. The associa-
tion pays about $6,500 per year for 
mowing — $650 per mow for about 
10 mows. It will receive $6,000 from 
the town this year.
 In June, the cemetery associ-
ation plans to repeat a successful 
"high-five campaign" where sup-
porters give $5 in honor of a family 
member or anyone buried in the 
cemetery.
 Open to anyone who lives in or 
has ties to Great Island, Cranberry 
Horn Cemetery has burial and cre-
mation lots available, as well as a 
memorial garden where people can 
place a stone as an alternative to a 
burial or cremation lot.
 For more information about the 
cemetery, call Stuart at 207-310-
0653 or join the Cranberry Horn 
Cemetery group on Facebook. Send 
mail to Cranberry Horn Cemetery, 
c/o Jen Thomas Stuart, P.O. Box 
653, Brunswick, ME 04011. ⚓

Cemetery plans for restoration of 1800s gravestones after destructive crash

The Cribstone Bridge
Collection

The distinct crisscrossed design of Harpswell’s Cribstone Bridge allows the ebbs and flows of the ocean to pass through without compromise to its 
structure. Made from local granite and using no adhesives, this unique and ingenious design embraces both strength and permeability.

It is in this spirit that we designed our Cribstone Collection of jewelry pieces; a tribute to the power of nature met with the 
creativity of humanity. We think you will agree both the iconic bridge and our collection are treasures to be truly appreciated.

Explore our full collection online and in person in Brunswick, ME.

For A Life Worth Celebrating
keithfieldgoldsmith.com

Replacement of Revolutionary War veteran William Coombs' gravestone 
will cost $8,640. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 A study set to begin this spring 
will investigate the source of bac-
terial contamination that has shut 
down "prolific" shellfish beds in 
several Harpswell coves.
 The study will look at the 
area of Morgan Cove and Spruce 
Cove, on the northeast side of 
Harpswell Neck; and the area 
from Doughty Cove to Laurel 
Cove, across the north side of Se-
bascodegan Island.
 The town will pay for the 
study with a $12,175 grant from 
the Maine Shellfish Restoration 
and Resilience Fund and a $5,000 
match from the Harpswell Ma-
rine Resources Committee.
 As the study begins to identi-
fy sources of pollution, the town 
hopes to address the problems 
and work with the state to reopen 
the flats or reduce the duration of 
closures.
 The flats in Morgan Cove and 
Spruce Cove encompass about 
93 acres and are off-limits year-
round unless a harvester obtains 
a special state permit. The flats 
between Doughty Cove and Lau-
rel Cove encompass about 379 
acres and are subject to season-

al closures: Doughty Cove from 
June through October, the rest of 
the area from June through Sep-
tember.
 The state has closed both areas 
within the last few years and both 

areas "provided prolific shellfish 
harvesting" for Harpswell's clam-
mers, according to a letter from 
Harpswell Marine Resources Ad-
ministrator Paul Plummer to the 
Maine Shellfish Restoration and 
Resilience Fund.
 The Portland consulting firm 
FB Environmental will conduct 
the study. The firm has experi-
ence working with "numerous" 
Maine communities to reopen 
shellfish flats, according to the 
grant application.
 Harpswell has 55 commercial 
shellfish harvesters. The value of 
its hard-shell and soft-shell clam 
harvests in 2020 was $825,817.83. 
Open shellfish beds are "import-
ant to the economic health" of 
Harpswell, the application states.
 The Maine Department of Ma-
rine Resources uses data about 
the presence of fecal coliform 

bacteria to determine the status 
of a shellfish bed, "but little is 
known about the potential sourc-
es of pollution" in Harpswell, ac-
cording to the grant application.
 Between May and September, 
FB Environmental will collect 
samples in the study areas, twice 
in dry weather and once after at 
least a half-inch of rain.
 Contamination during dry 
weather can point to pollution 
from a faulty septic system, 
while contamination after rain-
fall can point to pollution from 
animal waste on shore, because 
"wet weather often mobilizes fe-
cal sources on the landscape and 
transports them to nearby rivers 
and streams," according to the 
application.
 In addition to bacteria, FB En-
vironmental will test the samples 
for nitrate and nitrite, as well as 

optical brighteners. Each test 
provides clues.
 Nitrate and nitrite "can indi-
cate human septic waste if in ex-
tremely high conditions," accord-
ing to the application. Similarly, 
optical brighteners "are whiten-
ing agents commonly found in 
human wastewater systems" and 
"can indicate a human contami-
nation source."
 Finally, the firm will send 
samples to a lab at the University 
of New Hampshire for "microbi-
al source tracking," a technique 
that uses mitochondrial DNA 
"to determine the source animal 
of fecal bacteria," according to 
the application. This process can 
determine whether the bacteria 
comes from humans, dogs, live-
stock or wild animals, like bea-
vers or geese.
 FB Environmental will pro-
vide the results of the study and 
recommendations for next steps 
by the end of November. The firm 
might recommend follow-up 
with landowners or "bracket 
sampling" to further narrow the 
source of pollution.
 The application calls the study 
"an important first step in iden-
tifying and tracking potential 
pollutant sources," but says more 
work will be necessary before the 
flats can reopen.
 "The goal of the water quality 
monitoring is to gain a baseline 
understanding of the pollution 
contributing to the shellfish area 
closures and to identify action 
items for future restoration of 
the shellfish flats," the application 
states. "The ultimate goal is to 
reopen closed areas by restoring 
water quality."
 A grant from the Broad Reach 
Fund supports the Harpswell An-
chor's reporting on the working 
waterfront. ⚓

Join Our Team!
• Operating Foreman
• Dependable Class A or B     
   Truck Drivers
• Septic Technicians
Will Train the Right Person!

Please call us! 207-729-4710 or 207-721-0155
26 Keri Drive, Harpswell, ME 04079

Construction & Septic Services Apply in person at 26 Keri Drive, 
Harpswell or send your resume to 
webberenterprises@outlook.com

Residential Sitework Specialists
• Licensed Septic system Installers • Shoreline Stabilization 
• Ledge Removal-Blast free • Lot Clearing-Tree & Stump Removal 
• Road & Driveway Grading • Foundation Excavation 
• Drainage installation • Utilities Prep • Island work welcome! 
(Barge services available)

Material Deliveries of
Topsoil, Dark bark mulch, Pitch black mulch, Sands, Gravels, 
Crushed stone & ECM.

Septic Services
• Septic tank Cleanings • Holding tank Cleanings 
• Septic System Repairs & Maintenance

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
https://fishmoonyoga.com

Doughty Cove from the bridge on Long Reach Lane. The cove is off-limits for shellfish harvesting from June 
through October because of pollution. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

Study to investigate pollution behind closure of ‘prolific’ clam flats

Do you know Quickbooks?

Teens to Trails connects Maine youth 
to life-changing outdoor experiences.
We seek experienced administrative 

support for bookkeeping, invoicing, bill 
pay and data management. Harpswell 

residents have great skills, share 
them with us! Part time 6hrs/week. 

We welcome volunteers or paid staff 
at our Brunswick office.

Contact alicia@teenstotrails.org FMI 
www.teenstotrails.org

Ocean View Cottage for Rent
5 Lily Lane, Bailey Island

$1,000/week

Sleeps 5 (3 bedrooms, 3 twin beds 
and 1 queen), no pets

Wifi * large deck * cable * beach 
access

Available May - June and September

Contact: 207-946-5579 
IslandCottageNumber5@gmail.com
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The pastor of Elijah Kellogg 
Church will retire on June 5 after a 
decade in the role, which he views 
as the pinnacle of his four decades 
in the ministry.
 The Rev. John Carson has led 
congregations on both coasts and 
in his native Midwest. He has trav-
eled the world as an ambassador 
for the church. But none of those 
experiences compare to his time in 
Harpswell.
 "This was such a wonderful 
place and discovery and time, I 
can't tell you," Carson said. "This is 
the best place that we've ever been."
 Carson describes Elijah Kellogg 
Church as a community church. 
"For us to be present and available 
to the people here is really what it 
was all about from the beginning," 
he said.
 The beginning was way back in 
the 1750s, when parishioners built 
the original church. The building, 
now known as the Old Meeting 
House, still stands across Harpswell 
Neck Road from the present-day 
church.
  About 50-70 people attend ser-
vices at Elijah Kellogg Church in 
the offseason, while the congrega-
tion grows to about 80-90 in the 
summer. The church broadcasts 
services live on WHPW and Harp-
swell Community Television re-
cords the services for broadcast in 
the afternoon.

 But the role of Elijah Kellogg 
Church extends beyond a place to 
worship on Sunday mornings. The 
church provides space for commu-
nity organizations, including the 
Harpswell Community Nursery 
School. It organizes community 
events, like a barn sale and a chick-
en barbecue. It was instrumental in 
the founding of Harpswell Aging at 
Home.
 "People in our church, they 
thrive on being together and work-
ing hard to provide service and 
opportunity for their community," 
Carson said. "They're at their best 
when we're doing that."
 Carson exemplifies the church's 
focus on community, visiting the 
sick and giving his time to commu-
nity organizations.
 He is a past president of Bruns-
wick's Tedford Housing, where he 
was active in planning for a 64-bed 
homeless shelter at Cook's Corner. 
The organization plans to break 
ground this summer, according 
to The Times Record. Carson has 
served the homeless throughout 
his ministry because he knows that 
housing can transform lives.
 Carson is originally from Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. He grew up 
in Milwaukee's North Shore Con-
gregational Church and knew 
he wanted to become a minister 
before he graduated from high 
school.
 "Faith and church have always 

been important to me," he said. "I 
wanted to be a teacher, or maybe a 
social worker or a counselor, and I 
thought, well, why don't I try and 
do those things as a parish minis-
ter?"
 He earned a bachelor's degree 
in psychology and religion from St. 
Olaf College in Northfield, Minne-
sota; a master's degree in divinity 
from the United Theological Sem-
inary in Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
and a master's degree in sacred 

theology from the Yale Divinity 
School in New Haven, Connecti-
cut. He met his wife, Susan, an En-
glish major from Minnesota, at St. 
Olaf.
 As an associate minister at Plym-
outh Congregational Church in 
Lansing, Michigan, he volunteered 
in a church-run homeless shelter. 
After Lansing, he discovered New 
England when he accepted a post 
at Third Congregational Church 
in Middletown, Connecticut. The 

couple from the Midwest found 
that they loved the region's natural 
beauty, the ocean and mountains.
 Carson's next stop was at the 
First Congregational Church in 
Tacoma, Washington, an "aircraft 
carrier" of a church with a gym, a 
movie theater and two stages. In 
Tacoma, he was active in efforts to 
build a homeless shelter.
 Wanting to move closer to their 
families, the couple returned to 
the Midwest and Carson pastored 
Central Congregational, a historic 
Romanesque church in the college 
town of Galesburg, Illinois.
 Carson's next stop was at the 
National Association of Congrega-
tional Christian Churches, where 
he functioned as a globetrotting 
ambassador for the organization. 
He visited churches in Africa, 
South America, Southeast Asia and 
Eastern Europe.
 "It was difficult to be a Christian 
in some places," Carson said. "Not 
only were you poor, but you were 
also maligned and oppressed."
 Carson's work supported the 
churches' efforts to serve their com-
munities, not just through presen-
tation of the Gospel, but through 
schools, hospitals, orphanages and 

“Learn and Explore”
with

Will Go Driving School

207-557-5265

Blended Driver Education
at

Orr’s Island Schoolhouse
Lincoln Academy in Newcastle 
Wiscasset Middle High School

Taught by Chriscinda Park in both the classroom & car
** AAA online course approved by Maine BMV **

willgodrivingschool.com

The Sound, Oil on Canvas, 60"x72"

View Contemporary Art in Harpswell 
Schedule Your Studio Visit 

Joanne Tarlin
joannetarlin@gmail.com

 www.joannetarlin.com

Pastor of Elijah Kellogg Church to retire after 4 decades of ministry

The Rev. John Carson will retire in June after 10 years as pastor of Elijah 
Kellogg Church. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

See PASTOR on Page 28
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From classic to contemporary
from Maine boiled lobster

to Maine craft beer
You can get it all here at

amazing experience!
cookslobster.com

Where all great things come together for one

About the photographer:

Jessica Picard, of Newcastle, works for the Maine Department 
of Labor, writing and photographing in her spare time. She pre-
viously worked as a journalist and photographer in Midcoast 
Maine and Massachusetts.

On Easter Sunday, a seaside chapel celebrates its resurrection

Randa Rineer plays the keyboard as people enter Bethel Point Church for a sunrise service 
on Easter Sunday. (JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)

Cundy’s Harbor neighbors Rhonda Weaver (left) and Marie Durant sing the hymn “Christ the 
Lord Is Risen Today” during a sunrise service at Bethel Point Church on Easter Sunday, April 
17. (JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)

Randa and Mark Rineer lead attendees in singing the hymn “Christ Arose” during a sunrise 
service on Easter. (JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)

Greg Tobey, a descendant of one of Bethel Point Church’s founding trustees and of its last 
year-round pastor, gives an update on repairs to the chapel after a 2019 fire. Tobey, a build-
ing contractor, led the two-year restoration.(JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)

Oil lamps light a Bible and an Easter lily during a sunrise service at Bethel 
Point Church on Easter Sunday, April 17.(JESSICA PICARD PHOTO)
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BY K ELLI PAR K
 There is magic in the motion 
that spins the wheel at Ash Cove 
Pottery in Harpswell, where life-
long potter Susan Horowitz builds 
more than just clay pots. She 
builds connections and commu-
nity, near and far, with her foot on 
the pedal and her kiln fired up.
 Horowitz is one of 60 Maine 
artists who will open their doors 
for the Maine Pottery Tour on Sat-
urday, April 30, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Sunday, May 1, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pottery wheel 
demonstrations at Ash Cove Pot-
tery are scheduled for 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
 Horowitz throws pots with an 
ease that suggests an extension of 
her being, having mastered her 
craft through 50 years of experi-
ence.
 "What does it take to be an 
expert? It's knowing what you 
have to be attentive to and what 
you can let go," said Horowitz. "If 
you're really good at something, 
you don't have to focus on every 
part the same way. If you're not an 
expert, then you don't know what 
the most important parts are. An 
expert can let things fly."

 "The Japanese said that it takes 
seven years to learn how to center 
clay. Your body is said to regen-
erate every seven years. I think 
it takes that time to inhabit your 
head, your body," said Horow-
itz. "To do it without consciously 
having to pay attention is like not 
thinking about your foot on the 
pedal when you're driving. It's in-
grained in me. It's a matter of time 
and repetition more than anything 
else."
 Five years ago, Horowitz expe-
rienced a surge of success at her 
studio on the shore of Ash Point 
Cove, where she's been throwing 
pots for the past 37 years, after a 
brief mention of her clay dinghies 
in Coastal Living magazine. She 
received 200 orders for dinghies 
in the first eight days, which 
launched the phase she now refers 
to as "dinghy mania."
 Within one year, she sold 600 
dinghies from her website alone. 
She now sells an average of 800-
900 dinghies each year. With the 
initial funds from "dinghy mania," 
Horowitz indulged in the pur-
chase of a generator, a long-over-
due replacement for a broken glass 
door, and a new roof. She also 

contributed to the town's heating 
assistance fund, one of many caus-
es she supports.
 Horowitz attributes much of 
her creative success to timing. 
"One of the threads that seems to 
be running through (creative suc-
cess) is that somebody met some-
body at just the right time in some 
unprovoked, unplanned event 
that turned things around," said 
Horowitz, who recently received a 
phone call from a major insurance 
company ordering 35 dinghies for 
gift baskets at a corporate retreat 
in Maine this summer. "A lot of it 
comes down to luck and chance 
and seizing the moment."
 Horowitz's definition of suc-
cess, however, is more than just 
"dinghy mania." She hopes the 
Maine Pottery Tour will bring 
more recognition to the pres-
ence of craftspeople in Maine and 
present opportunities to educate 
the public about the role of clay 
throughout human civilization.
 "Almost everything that we 
know about old civilizations 
comes from clay. Once it's fired, 
it's there!" said Horowitz. She has 
a collection of clay handle frag-
ments with fingerprints on them. 

The pieces come from Caesarea, 
Israel, and are more than 1,000 
years old. "People who make 
things show the continuity be-
tween the ancient and the present. 
People have been doing this since 
the beginning of time."
 Horowitz takes pride in bring-

ing the past into the present in 
ways that resonate with individu-
als of all ages seeking connection.
 "Look at what's happened 
with Maine Maple Sunday!' said 
Horowitz, who sees the Maine 
Pottery Tour as a similar edu-

Ash Cove Pottery: Magic in the making

Susan Horowitz displays a bowl next to her kiln. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)

continued on next page

Flight Deck
Brewing

Wood-Fired Pizza, Craft Beer & Wine
Family & Dog Friendly

FLIGHTDECKBREWING.com
(207) 504-5133

PIZZA, BEER & GOOD TIMES
VISIT US ON BRUNSWICK LANDING
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cational experience for children 
and adults. "I remember going 
to Maine Maple Sunday with my 
daughter 20 years ago, trying to 
find some little shack in some-
one's yard, and there were like 
four or five people. And now it's 
huge!"
 "I've had people who have been 
my friends for years and have 
never seen what I do and they're 
amazed. It's like magic," said 
Horowitz. "You're taking a lump 
of dirt and transforming it. How 
did that happen?"
 "People have lost a lot of touch 
with how things are made. When 
you make something with your 
hands, it's very obvious," said 
Horowitz. "It's important to see 
that these things in our lives are 
not anonymous. They speak to 
some part of you. There's a con-
nection between me and my 
hands and my being and whoever 
uses the object."
 That connection extends be-
yond the walls of the studio to 
the far reaches of the globe, from 

farms in developing countries 
to orphanages in China to legal 
aid for immigrants to meals for 
Ukrainian refugees. Horowitz said 
that she was inspired years ago by 
the Portland woman who intro-
duced the AIDS quilt. She realized 
that, while she couldn't stop work-
ing, she could make contributions 
and educate people while work-
ing.
 Defying a stereotype of crafts-
people as "old hippies out in the 
woods not contributing to soci-
ety," Horowitz has, over the years, 
contributed to a variety of local 
and global organizations with do-
nations of pottery and a percent-
age of sales from her Pots for a 
Cause initiative. She also devotes 
time and energy to community 
efforts.
 In honor of the 36th anniver-
sary of Ash Cove Pottery in 2021, 
Horowitz raised $1,200 for the 
Portland-based Immigrant Legal 
Advocacy Project by creating and 
selling 36 pots featuring the num-
ber 36, which is significant in Ju-
daism.

 The benefit "was right around 
when the boosters were coming 
out and Passover. The story of 
Passover is, remember, you were 
strangers in a strange land, and be 
good to the stranger, and I felt like 
we were coming out of this crisis," 
said Horowitz. "Part of Passover is 
to celebrate this rebirth. The num-
ber 18 is the number of life, and 36 
is double life."
 This year, Horowitz will create 
sunflower bowls to benefit World 
Central Kitchen, which is feeding 
refugees in and around Ukraine.
 While visiting a relative who 

was working for the Peace Corps 
in Dominica, an island nation in 
the Caribbean Sea, Horowitz met 
with one of the last members of 
the Carib Indians, who told her 
that creativity must be taught in 
order to foster resilience and in-
novation. That sentiment has long 
since come to define the emphasis 
on education at Ash Cove.
 "You have to be inspired to use 
your head and your hands to make 
something. What's going to solve 
all of the problems in the world 
doesn't exist yet. If we're going 
to come up with solutions, we're 

going to need to be creative," said 
Horowitz. "If a kid comes here and 
says, 'I can make that,' then that's 
a step toward inspiring people to 
become part of the solution."
 "It's not just about making 
pots," said Horowitz. "It's about 
making connections with people."
 Freelance journalist Kelli Park 
has contributed to The Times Re-
cord, The Working Waterfront, Ed-
ible Maine and The Coastal Jour-
nal. A part-time college instructor 
and teacher of English to speakers 
of other languages, she lives in Cun-
dy’s Harbor with her son, Kieran. ⚓

30 Governors Way • Topsham, ME 04086 
(207) 725-2650 • www.HighlandsRC.com

Spring Into a New Beginning  
at The Highlands
With a variety of living options, as well as wellness, cultural,  
and educational programs offered daily, this is the place  
for you to live your best life—exactly as you want.

Call (207) 725-2650 today to learn about our  
Spring Specials in the Maine Lodge. 

It’s not like home.  It is home.™

Look
Jane
Look!

  HERMAN S
MAINE COAST BOOK SHOPS

Has a New Store in the 
Topsham Fair Mall!

All the Books Fit to Print
Plus Jigsaw Puzzles, Toys, Journals,

Cards, Fun Gifts, & Art Supplies

Open Every Day 9 to 6
Beside Renys~207-805-2500

continued from previous page

Susan Horowitz molds her next creation at Ash Cove Pottery. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)

We’re hiring a Garden Coordinator!

Are you an experienced organic gardener and ready to 
coordinate areas of our local community garden? Apply 
now for this part-time seasonal position.

For more information, please visit harpswell.maine.gov or 
email communitygarden@town.harpswell.me.us. 

~ Save the date! Our 10th anniversary party is July 30th (July 31 rain date) ~



[ 16 ] May 2022 · HARPSWELL ANCHOR

restaurants in the same building 
were Jack Baker's Last Stand and 
Giant Stairs Seafood Grille.
 Fishnet Cafe will be open from 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. for breakfast and 
lunch, every day except Wednesday. 
Ouellette will reopen for dinner 
from 5-9 p.m. Saturday-Tuesday. 

Favorites will be back, including 
grilled blueberry muffins. Twenty 
guests, who will order at a counter, 
can be seated inside, and another 
20 on the deck. Helping her will be 
her son, T.J. Ouellette, who is also a 
chef.
 Ouellette is no stranger to cook-
ing, or Harpswell. Her Stilphen 
family roots go back to the 1800s. 
"I grew up learning to cook from 
my grandmother and aunts," said 

Ouellette, who lives on Orr's Is-
land's Bangs Shore Road.
 The menu will be "very gener-
ic," she continued, including lob-
ster or crabmeat rolls,  lobster stew 
and clam chowder. "We want peo-
ple who visit Maine to have what 
they're looking forward to eating in 
Maine," she said.
 "We're thrilled and can't wait 
for Fishnet to open," said Roxanne 
York. She and her husband, Ron, 

ate at the earlier cafe a lot. "It was 
so much fun hanging out there and 
meeting people. It was the regulars 
and the people who summered 
here."
 Jason Hillman was another 
Fishnet follower. He also lives on 
Bangs Shore and is Ouellette's 
"distant, distant, distant cousin." 
He frequently got to the original 
Fishnet at 5 a.m. and started mak-
ing coffee before Ouellette came to 

work. He didn't have a key to open 
the door. "I'd break in with a credit 
card," he said with a laugh.
 Hillman, a lobsterman who also 
owns a marine surveying business, 
said he won't be breaking into the 
new restaurant. "I'll probably be 
washing dishes at some point."
 Connie Sage Conner is a retired 
editor of The Virginian-Pilot. She lives 
in Harpswell and serves on the Harp-
swell News Board of Directors. ⚓

exceeds the amount it must pay 
under the state's Essential Pro-
grams and Services model.
 While its three counterparts in 
MSAD 75 will each receive mil-
lions of dollars from the state to 
reduce their local assessments, 
Harpswell will receive just $66,034. 
Bowdoin will receive $5,309,946; 
Bowdoinham $4,127,404; and 
Topsham $10,827,984.
 As a result of all these factors, 
Harpswell's $9.24 million local 
assessment ranks second only to 
Topsham's, at $11.44 million.
 Harpswell's local assessment 
breaks down to more than $26,000 
for each of its 350 students. The 
other three towns contribute less 
than $10,000 per student. Bowdoin 
pays $6,963; Bowdoinham $8,697; 
and Topsham $9,755.
 Because enrollment and val-
uation shift, the towns do not see 
the same increases in the budget 
each year. While Harpswell will 
pay 5.86% more toward the budget 
this year, Bowdoin will pay 0.48% 
more, Bowdoinham 3.38% more 
and Topsham 0.91% more.
 Harpswell's increase is "pri-

marily driven by (property) val-
ues," said Gwen Bedell Gadbois, 
a consultant who works with the 
district's business office. "We know 
it's not because of enrollment. It's 
because of valuations."
 Despite Harpswell's relatively 
hefty bill from MSAD 75, it enjoys 
the lowest tax rate in the district — 
less than half of any other town's. 
Harpswell property owners pay a 
tax of $6.76 per $1,000 of valua-
tion. Bowdoin pays $16.60, Bow-
doinham $16.97 and Topsham 
$15.87.
 District officials presented the 
budget during a forum at Harp-
swell Community School on 
March 17, although the budget 
grew by almost $1 million between 
the forum and the board's vote on 
April 14.
 Frank Wright, chair of the 
MSAD 75 Finance Committee and 
a Harpswell representative to the 
board, attributed the growth to de-
velopments in the board's negotia-
tions with the teachers union. The 
union's contract expires at the end 
of the current school year. Other 
factors include rising energy costs.
 At the Harpswell forum, inter-
im Superintendent Bob Lucy said 
that the district builds its budget 
with three goals in mind: prioritiz-

ing and serving students, support-
ing the goals of the district and its 
schools, and being fiscally respon-
sible to the towns.
 Salaries and benefits account for 
about 80% of the budget, according 
to the presentation. The budget as-
sumes a 4.18% increase in health 
insurance premiums and a 1% de-
crease in dental insurance.
 Another factor in the budget 
is "a need to escalate the bus re-
placement program to ensure safe 
transportation of students," ac-
cording to the presentation. The 
budget includes funds to replace 
seven buses at a cost of $120,000 
each.
 Additions to the budget in-
clude a K-12 teacher of English for 
speakers of other languages, as well 
as a K-6 "tech integrator." Each new 
position will cost $75,609.
 The presentation included a list 
of 20 "requests for new resources" 
that the district declined for this 
year. The requests range from new 
full-time positions, including four 
teachers; to more hours for exist-

ing positions; to equipment, like an 
emergency generator.
 Principals and other district 
leaders "put forth a list of items 
they would like to request to be in-
corporated for this fiscal year," Be-
dell Gadbois said. "Unfortunately, 
most of those requests we were not 
able to incorporate."
 The district might be able to buy 
some of the equipment with funds 
in this year's budget, she added.
 Harpswell resident Susan Stem-
per was the only speaker during a 
period of public comment after the 
forum. Stemper advised against 
cuts to the draft budget.
 "We get one chance, through 
public education, to reach kids 
K-12 — one chance," Stemper said. 
"We screw this up by underfund-
ing, it is the students who will pay 
the price the rest of their lives."
 Stemper said she had heard that 
district officials "will continue to 
sharpen the pencil on this budget, 
so please do not cut this too close, 
because it is the students who will 
suffer, as well as our deteriorating 

infrastructure."
 Stemper said that the increase in 
Harpswell's assessment will place 
the burden on "those who can best 
afford it." She added that assistance 
is available for any Harpswell prop-
erty owner who cannot afford a tax 
increase.
 The budget will now head to 
voters in a two-step approval pro-
cess: a town meeting-style vote at 
Mt. Ararat Middle School's Orion 
Performing Arts Center at 6:30 
p.m. on May 19, then a budget val-
idation referendum on June 14.
 Also on June 14, voters will 
consider a $9 million bond for 
renovations at the middle school 
and paving at several properties, 
including Harpswell Community 
School. Of the $9 million, $7.25 
million would go toward the proj-
ect at the middle school, which 
would include the replacement of 
the "building envelope" and the re-
pair of a water line. ⚓

Homemade Baked Bean Supper

Elijah Kellogg Church
917 Harpswell Neck Rd

Serving baked beans, one 
hot dog, cole slaw, potato 

salad and gingerbread

Saturday, May 21st from 5-7
Drive thru only

$10 cash or check

Call 833-6026 FMI

Budget
From Page 1

Open daily 12-6 pm --- Closed Tuesdays
(207) 833-6639

1795 Harpswell Islands Road, Orr's Island

Fishnet
From Page 1
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 Alumnus and teacher Karli 
Jo Clark said that she enrolled at 
HCA for her sophomore year of 

high school. Without HCA, she 
said, she would have dropped out. 
Instead, she took college classes 
and landed internships while still 
in high school.
 "There is no way, without the 
school, I would have gone to a 

single college class, let alone got 
an accelerated bachelor's degree 
in a matter of 2 1/2 years," Clark 
said.
 "It's easy to place judgment 
on the attendance at the school 
without looking at where stu-

dents were beforehand," Clark 
said. "I was a student who never, 
ever went to school and it turned 
around for me in a matter of a 
year and that's what I see with my 
students."
 The founding executive direc-
tor of the Maine Charter School 
Commission, Bob Kautz, also 
spoke in favor of allowing HCA to 
consolidate. Kautz said he broke a 
personal rule against commenting 
on his former employer's business 
because "this was too important 
to sit silent."
 Kautz acknowledged that 
Harpswell Coastal Academy 
"hasn't had great success" meeting 
state standards in some areas, but 
said it has had "fabulous success" 
with changing kids' lives.
 "That school is dealing with 
the whole child — not just the 
acquisition of credits, but deal-
ing with how to live life, how to 
be more successful in life, how to 

look at themselves with pride," 
Kautz said. "I think they deserve 
to have the chance to do this."

Change in leadership
 If Harpswell Coastal Academy 
does stay open, it will enter the 
next school year with new leader-
ship. Barksdale announced in the 
school's April 8 newsletter that he 
will resign effective June 30 after 
five years at HCA and three as 
head of school.
 "I will be taking a sabbatical 
year to catch my breath, spend 
time with my family and figure 
out how I want to spend the 
next 15 years of my career as an 
educator," he said in the news-
letter.
 Mel Christensen Fletch-
er, team leader for grades nine 
through 12, will become interim 
head of school. Applegate, the 
dean of studies and students, will 
become principal. ⚓

J.P. Kopp said that Connolly 
has a reputation for putting 
students first.
 "Many noted his visibility 
and accessibility to students 
and staff in all schools," Kopp 
said. "He takes considerable 
pride in developing relation-
ships within the district, and 
he regularly attends student 
events at all levels. Mr. Con-
nolly has been described as the 
best cheerleader a school could 
ask for."
 "As an educational leader, 
Mr. Connolly has been referred 
to as collaborative, creative and 

leading with a team mentality," 
Kopp added. "He relates well 
with employees at all levels of 
the district due to his vast ex-
perience in several roles. He's 
known for his financial astute-
ness, his ability to relate well 
with staff and students, and his 
ability to use data and set goals 
to maximize student growth."
 Connolly thanked the board 
after the vote.
 "I am so thrilled for this 
opportunity," he said. "I feel 
like my previous experience in 
MSAD 60 has so many similar-
ities and crossovers and I feel 
really well suited for this posi-
tion."
 During a brief interview 
outside the meeting, Con-

nolly said that he grew up in 
Scarborough and Westbrook. 
Education runs in the family: 
His father was his elementary 
school principal and his moth-
er was his second grade teach-
er. Five aunts and three uncles 
worked in education.
 Connolly spent the last 
several months enjoying time 
with family and working in 
his woodshop, but discovered 
that he was not ready for re-
tirement. "I have no intention 
of folding up shop anywhere in 
the near future," he said.
 "I feel that this is going to be 
a great match," he added.
 MSAD 75 includes the towns 
of Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, 
Harpswell and Topsham. ⚓

Pat Lawson
207-798-1828  

plawson@legacysir.com
Harpswell Resident | Glob al  Reach

Each Office is Independentaly Owned & Operated
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  David Gillis Design  ·  Harpswell Anchor: 5.8685” X 2”  ·  06/18/21  ·  WellTree-HA-3colX2

Connolly
From Page 1

207-837-2920

North Atlantic Inflatables Dealer: Boat, Motor, & Trailer
Puffin Boats Dealer: Dinghies

Discount Boat Stands: Unbeatable Boat Stand Pricing!

ATTENTION HARPSWELL VOTERS

--- Catherine J. Doughty, Town Clerk, 833-5822

STATE OF MAINE PRIMARY

M.S.AD. NO.75 DISTRICT BUDGET REFERENDUM

M.S.A.D. NO.75 DISTRICT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT BOND REFERENDUM 

and the MUNICIPAL REFERENDUM 

will be held TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 at the HARPSWELL COMMUNITY SCHOOL, 308 Harpswell Islands Rd.

POLLS ARE OPEN 8AM-8PM

ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE

For more information call 207-833-5822

Steven Connolly addresses the Maine School Administrative District 75 
Board of Directors during a meeting at Mt. Ararat High School in Topsham 
on April 14. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

HCA
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BY CONNIE SAGE CONNER
 We watched in horror as 
entire Ukrainian towns and 
villages were obliterated. We 
cried when Russians unmer-
cifully targeted missiles at 
homes and hospitals, killing 
entire families. We were sick-
ened by the unimaginable 
brutality inflicted on inno-
cent civilians fleeing war.
 We felt helpless — yet we 
had to have hope. We had to 
do something.
 And we did.
 Harpswell area residents, 
as well as friends and fami-
ly in multiple states, opened 
their hearts and wallets to 
raise an astonishing $38,500 
on April 6 for World Central 
Kitchen, Save the Children 
(Ukraine) and Direct Relief 
Ukraine. The School House 
1913, on Harpswell Neck 
Road, partnered with us and 
raised an additional $3,200 
in Ukrainian bread sales 
for World Central Kitchen, 
bringing the total to $41,700 

in combined aid to Ukraine.
 More than 400 people at-
tended the walk-in event over 
two hours. We were so busy 
that some folks couldn’t find 
parking, but they graciously 
dropped off checks anyway.
 Providing the spark 
for “Harpswell Supports 
Ukraine” were Jerry Klepner 
and his wife, Karetta Hub-
bard. Jerry recruited me and 
I recruited my husband. In 
three weeks, a team of two 
dozen Harpswell friends 
made flyers and posted them, 
created heart-wrenching vid-
eos, sent emails, made charts 
for volunteers, bought but-
tons or made small Ukrainian 
flags. We took two-hour 
weekend shifts at the town 
recycling center to pass out 
information. Drivers who 
stopped shared their anger 
and agony over the atroci-
ties in Ukraine and said they 
were glad we were doing 
something — anything — to 
help.

 Indoor and outdoor ta-
bles and tents at The School 
House were staffed with vol-
unteers filling out name tags, 
selling buttons and accepting 
donations by check, cash or 
credit card.
 Everyone pitched in. One 
team directed traffic, another 
offered shuttle service for vol-
unteers. Executive Chef Joe 
Arena spent most of his time 
in front of hot stoves, filling 
cups of homemade borscht, 
warming giant Ukrainian 
sausages and a grilled East-
ern European-style potato 
dish. General Manager Chris 
Gardner wore too many hats 
to count, from pouring wine 
behind the bar to refilling 
trays of food. Even his wife, 
Corette, and his two children 
helped. Helen Norton, owner 
of the School House property, 
watched as people streamed 
in and out of the restaurant. 
Some gave a dollar or two — 
others who could afford it 
contributed $1,000 or more.

 “It was a great event in so 
many ways, but especially 
that we were all doing some-
thing at the same time,” said 
Harpswell Neck resident 
Mary Brennan.
 Billions of dollars from 
democracies worldwide are 
being raised for Ukraine. Our 
little but mighty town helped.
  We wanted to make a dif-
ference. And we did it to-
gether.
 Connie Sage Conner was a 
longtime editor at The Virgin-
ian-Pilot and now serves on 
the Harpswell News Board of 
Directors. ⚓

‘Harpswell Supports Ukraine’ transforms helplessness into $41K for relief effort

Volunteer Courtenay Snellings hands out flyers at the recycling center 
prior to the fundraiser. (BILL SNELLINGS PHOTO)

If you are uninsured & need
help, we've got you covered. 

Free primary medical care for: 
Uninsured adults ages 18 – 64 who make
less than $25,760/year (if single)

Prescription assistance for anyone who
can't afford their medications

 
Oasis Free Clinics

721-9277
OasisFreeClinics.org

66 Baribeau Drive, Brunswick

Bill Muldoon hands a check to Harpswell Supports Ukraine volunteer Karen Tcheyan during the fundraiser at The 
School House 1913 on April 6. (BILL SNELLINGS PHOTO)

ODOM
On Demand Office Management

Brandy Moores, M.B.A., M.S.

207.751.9931
odomofmaine@gmail.com

Bookkeeping
Bill Paying
Invoicing

15 Years Of 
Experience
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BY DAVID C. GARCELON
 The many interesting figures 
who were prominent in Harp-
swell’s history tell us a great deal 
about life in our town in the 19th 
century. Many of the surnames 
of that era still grace our town 
today: Alexander, Barnes, Cur-
tis, Dunning, Jordan, Merritt, 
Orr, Stover, Sylvester, among 
others.
 One fascinating figure was 
Washington Garcelon (1809-
1849). He was the first postmas-
ter of the town of Harpswell, 
appointed on July 7, 1842. He 
died in 1849 and was succeeded 
by Ebenezer Pinkham on July 14 
of that year. He was also a ship 
owner, ship owner’s agent, mer-
chant, selectman, town clerk, 
justice of the peace, and repre-
sentative to the Maine State Leg-
islature for Harpswell.
 Washington Garcelon was 
born in Lewiston on Feb. 17, 
1809. He was the son of Mark 
(1771-1830) and Hannah 
(Ames) Garcelon (1771-1819). 
He was the grandson of James 
(1739-1813) and Deliverance 
(Annis) Garcelon (1735-1828), 
who were among the first white 
settlers in Lewiston. He was the 
youngest of seven siblings and 
had one stepsister. At the time 
of his birth, Thomas Jefferson 
was the president of the United 
States and Levi Lincoln Sr. was 
the governor of Massachusetts 
and the District of Maine.
 Washington Garcelon’s father, 
grandfather, siblings and uncles 
were ship’s captains, shipbuild-
ers, merchants, doctors and 
farmers. His grandfather James 
came to the American Colo-
nies in 1750 as a cabin boy un-
der Capt. Daniel Giddings out 
of Salem, Massachusetts. James 

moved to Falmouth in 1774, 
then to Freeport in 1775, where 
he built the first shipyard and 
store at what is now called Por-
ters Landing. James then moved 
to Lewiston in 1776. Washington 
Garcelon’s uncle William Garce-
lon (1763-1851) and a cousin, 
John Lane, continued to operate 
the shipyard and store in Free-
port until it was taken over by 
the brothers Samuel, Seward and 
William Porter, who built the 
famous privateers America and 
Dash in 1813 and 1814.
 The first record found of 
Washington Garcelon in Harp-
swell is dated Dec. 4, 1830, 
when, at the age of 21, he pur-
chased a parcel of land on Harp-

swell Neck Road from William 
Randall.
 The parcel was bisected by 
Harpswell Neck Road and was 
part of Randall’s homestead 
farm. Washington paid $50 for 
the parcel. It included a right 
of way to the shore just north 
of Stover’s Cove. It was approx-
imately 600 feet south of the 
original West Harpswell Baptist 
Church, built around the same 
time. A short time later, Wash-
ington built a home, barn and 
stable on the property. He built 
a “fish house” at the end of the 
right of way, on the shore of 
Harpswell Harbor.
 His house, barn and sta-
ble, most recently the home of 

Charles and Beverly Bibber, were 
recently demolished.
 Shortly afterward, on July 15, 
1831, Washington advertised in 
the Portland Weekly Advertiser 
that he had opened a new va-
riety store a few rods above his 
“old stand.” He sold goods from 
the West Indies, France, England 
and America: a great example of 
Harpswell commerce facilitated 
by its ships and ship’s captains.
 Washington and Rosan J. 
Curtis were married in Harp-
swell on Oct. 14, 1838. She was 
the daughter of Peleg (1788-
1836) and Jannett (Jordan) Cur-
tis, and the sister of Peleg Curtis 
Jr. (1818-1879). They had two 
daughters: Rosanna Jeanette, 

born in 1839; and Catherine 
Elizabeth, born in 1841.
 Many Harpswell deeds found 
in the Cumberland County Reg-
istry of Deeds are witnessed by 
“Washington Garcelon, Esq., 
Justice of the Peace.” In that era, 
the word esquire was not only an 
indication that he had some legal 
authority, but also an indication 
of respect from others. By 1837 
he was representing the town 
of Harpswell in the Maine State 
Legislature. He continued in the 
role for several years.
 On July 7, 1842, he was ap-
pointed as the first postmaster of 
Harpswell.
 Shortly afterward, on Aug. 9, 
1842, he began advertising that 
his “trading stand” was for sale. 
He described it as “one of the 
most healthy and pleasant situa-
tions in the State.”
 When Washington served as 
postmaster, federal records for 
the nine-month period from 
Oct. 1, 1842, until June 30, 1843, 
show the net proceeds of the 
post office were $23.24. Wash-
ington was compensated $12.42 
for that nine-month period.
 The mail was delivered from 
the Brunswick Post Office one 
day a week, on Tuesday. The post 
office operated out of Wash-
ington’s house until Oct. 14, 
1847, when a post office build-
ing opened in West Harpswell. 
Washington continued to serve 
as postmaster until his death in 
1849.
 Prior to that time, many let-
ters and packages were carried 
by ship’s captains to other ports 
for pickup by the addressees or 
given to other ships they passed 
at sea.
 In 1844-1845, Washington 

Bowdoin
International
Music Festival

bowdoinfestival.org
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Season Calendar & Tickets

Harpswell’s first postmaster: Washington Garcelon

Washington and Rosanna Garcelon are buried in the Old Meeting House Cemetery on Harpswell Neck. (DAVID 

C. GARCELON PHOTO)

See POSTMASTER on Page 25
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Serving dinner and 
weekend brunch, we focus 
on creative, internationally-
influenced takes on local 

favorites in our remodeled 
early 20th century  

school house.

506 Harpswell Neck Road 
Harpswell, Maine 04079

Reserve today!  
207.295.2029 

schoolhouse1913.com

SEASONAL MENUS 
FULL BAR  

SPECIAL EVENTS 
PRIVATE PARTIES

Harpswell man carries on family tradition of caring for Meeting House flag
BY JANICE THOMPSON
 There are many unsung he-
roes in this town, and Jeff Morrell 
is one of them. But he doesn't do 
what he does for the recognition.
 Every morning on his way 
to work, Morrell quietly stops 
his truck in front of the Meeting 
House in Harpswell Center and 
puts up the American flag on the 
pole that stands close by. And ev-
ery evening around sundown he 
takes it down again.
 Morrell isn't paid to do it. "I 
do it to remember my father. He 
was a Vietnam vet and a very good 
man," he said.
 The pole itself is in an auspi-
cious location. According to the 
Elijah Kellogg Church website, 
"the original Meeting House was 
begun in 1757 and completed in 
1759 or 1760. This Meeting House 
was in continuous use until 1844 
and is still standing today. It has 
square pews and its high pulpit 
and old galleries are still pre-
served. The congregation wor-
ships there in June each year." The 
present-day church was built in 
1843.
 According to Selectman Dave 
Chipman, Malcolm "Laddie" 

Whidden, a Korean war vet, start-
ed tending the flag in the 1960s, 
when the town operated out of 
the Meeting House. Whidden, 
who died in 2020, was a select-
man from 1963-1989. He was in-
strumental in connecting the two 
sides of Harpswell with the Ewing 
Narrows Bridge.
 "In about 2016 my dad (also 
named Jeff) took over the task 
from Laddie. It was something 
he could be proud of, something 
he could do for the community," 
Morrell said.
 The Morrell family has lived in 
Harpswell Center for generations, 
as have the Whiddens.
 "I don't look for recognition, 
but it's nice when people beep their 
horn in greetings when I'm with 
the flag," Morrell said. "Every so 
often someone will roll down their 
window and give me a thumbs-up. 
I'm glad they are happy about it."
 Morrell himself isn't a veteran, 
but he wanted to continue the tra-
dition after his father died in 2021. 
"Both of those guys, my dad and 
Laddie, they gave a lot for their 
country. I honor my dad when I 
raise and lower that flag."
 He also thinks having a care-

fully tended flag is good for the 
community, as a symbol that ev-
eryone can appreciate.
 Morrell is a building contrac-
tor in Harpswell, as was his father 
before him. His grandmother was 
Shirley Thompson, who recently 
died. (See obituary on Page 29.) 
Shirley was as patriotic as her son 
and grandson, having served as 
the coordinator of the Memorial 
Day observance for over 20 years. 
That annual community event 
takes place in Harpswell Center, 
under the flag that is cared for by 
her progeny.
 There are rules for handling 
the American flag. It should never 
touch the ground, and it shouldn't 
fly in inclement weather. It always 
comes down before dark.
 When the flag gets tattered or 
otherwise damaged, Morrell sends 
it to Dave Hackett, president of the 
Harpswell Historical Society, who 
disposes of it properly and gets a 
new one from the town.
 Chipman, the selectman, said, 
"This is a wonderful tradition, and 
we appreciate that Jeff is continu-
ing it. The flag reminds people of 
the history of the center and our 
roots in Harpswell." ⚓

Jeff Morrell lowers the flag at the Old Meeting House in Harpswell Center 
on April 15. (JANICE THOMPSON PHOTO)
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BY SUSAN OLCOTT
 As spring is upon us and 
people are getting back onto the 
water, there are many things to 
learn from people who utilize 
Harpswell's waterfront in a vari-
ety of ways. Last fall, five orga-
nizations came together to pres-
ent two panel discussions about 
topics related to the working 
waterfront.
 The Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association, Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust, Holbrook Com-
munity Foundation, Harpswell 
Anchor, and Cundy's Harbor 
Library initiated "Living and 
Working in a Waterfront Com-
munity: A Conversation Se-
ries." The idea behind the events 
was to facilitate conversations 
among people in the community 
who utilize and value the coast 
in different ways.
 The first panel in the fall was 
"Fishing Through the Seasons," 
which focused on the variety 
of fisheries in Harpswell, as 
well as the methods and tim-
ing for harvest. The second fall 
panel, "Conversations From the 
Fishing Community," was an 
informal storytelling roundta-
ble where different generations 
of Harpswell fishing families 
shared what has changed over 
the years and what they have 
passed down. The presentations 
were accompanied by articles in 

the Anchor. Recordings of the 
panels are available on HHLT's 
YouTube channel.
 Based on the level of interest, 
as demonstrated by the num-
ber of attendees and questions 
during the events, the partner-
ing organizations decided to 
present two more workshops 
this spring. These events are 
geared toward addressing top-
ics that are relevant to coastal 
residents as many prepare to 
get back on the water. The first 
of these panels, on May 11 from 
6:30-8 p.m. at the Orr's Island 

Schoolhouse, will focus on ac-
cess for fishing businesses.
 Access is a broad term and 
can mean many things to differ-
ent people. This panel will focus 
on access for fishing businesses 
and where the challenges and 
opportunities lie in a coastal 
community like Harpswell. A 
small group of panelists, includ-
ing a local fisherman, a clam 
harvester, Harpswell's harbor 
master and Maine Coast Fish-
ermen's Association staff, will 
cover an array of access-related 
topics. These include access to 

the intertidal zone to harvest 
shellfish, access to moorings to 
keep a working boat, and space 
to store and maintain gear, 
among others. Panelists will also 
address other types of access, 
like access to seafood markets 
and fishing permits.
 The Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association will follow the dis-
cussion about access to seafood 
markets by sharing samples of 
its Maine Coast Monkfish Stew, 
a locally produced stew made 
with monkfish caught by Maine 
fishermen. This stew not only 
provides a market for a species 
that is sometimes difficult to 
market domestically, but also 
provides proceeds for the as-
sociation's Fishermen Feeding 
Mainers program. This program 
donates fresh seafood to area 
food banks, schools and com-
munity groups, and has provid-
ed more than 400,000 meals to 
more than 60 groups through-
out the state. The stew is avail-

able locally at Iris Eats in Harp-
swell.
 The second spring panel in 
this series will focus on eti-
quette on the waterfront, and 
will be held on June 15 from 6-8 
p.m. at the Bailey Island Com-
munity Hall. Etiquette may not 
be a term typically associated 
with the working waterfront, 
but in this case, it refers to the 
way people can both work on 
and enjoy the waterfront in a re-
spectful and safe way.
 Panelists for this event will 
include representatives of the 
Maine Island Trails Associa-
tion, Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association and local business-
es. This event will have a sea-
food tasting, with Maine Coast 
Monkfish Stew and oysters from 
the New Meadows River Shell-
fish Co-op, prior to the presen-
tation. The tasting will be held 
outside, weather permitting, as 
a celebration by the partnering 
organizations and attendees 
of the start of summer and the 
conclusion of this season's se-
ries.
 The events will be available in 
person, live via Zoom, and as re-
cordings. They are free and open 
to all. Advance registration is re-
quired. To register, go to tinyurl.
com/32cj3ca3 or contact Julia 
McLeod at director@hhltmaine.
org or 207-721-1121.
 Susan Olcott, of Brunswick, 
is director of operations for the 
Maine Coast Fishermen's Associ-
ation. She has a weekly column, 
“Intertidal,” in The Times Record, 
and writes for Maine Women 
Magazine.
 A grant from the Broad Reach 
Fund supports the Harpswell An-
chor's reporting on the working 
waterfront, as well as the water-
front conversation series. ⚓

Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Baths

Small Space Storage Solutions
Built-ins & Bookcases

Hank Thorburn, Housewright & Heidi Thorburn

www.thor-construction.com -- 833-2803 -- Thorburn Lane, Harpswell

Waterfront conversation series to return with panels on access, etiquette

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can schedule a FREE consultation 
with HIPP-Help experts to learn how to 
identify and manage invasive plants on 
your property. 

To learn more about this service contact us 
at hipp.maine@gmail.com 

 

The next installment in “Living and Working in a Waterfront Community: A Conversation Series” will focus on ac-
cess, including access to the intertidal zone for shellfish harvesters. (KNACK FACTORY/MAINE COAST FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION PHOTO)

Empathy

-- from an Anchor reader
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BY BUTCH LAWSON
 I was recently asked to con-
sider writing a column about the 
positive things about growing 
old.
 Hahahahahahaha!
 No, seriously.
 Initially, I found the proposi-
tion to be absurd, but it quickly 
ramped up all the way to hilar-
ious in an oxymoronic kind of 
way. You would have to have 
spent time in my body the last 
15 or so years to understand. 
More than a half-dozen pretty 
good surgeons on two coasts 
have spent time in there, ex-
cavating, pruning, trenching, 
dredging, prospecting and tidy-
ing up muculent stuff most folks 
don't discuss in polite company. 
Yet here I am, all old and every-
thing, so I guess that's a positive. 
There must be some other posi-
tives about the ghastly image in 
the bathroom mirror, so I went 

looking for them and came up 
mostly empty-handed. But, to 
be honest, there are a few legiti-
mate plus-side things I can men-
tion.
 There is a noticeable trace 
of blondish-whitish-grayish 
hair on my head. Nowhere near 
the volume that was up there 
pre-chemo, but it's there. And 
my chin whiskers, a fixture in 
the mirror since 1972, are most-
ly filled back in, although not as 
orderly in growth. I no longer 
see the bright-eyed, enthusiastic 
smart aleck who was the image 
of my youth and middle age, but 
now there is a bit of wisdom in 
the eyes, even if they don't see as 
well. Many things about life are 
clearer now, just as other things 
are not. The blessing of hind-
sight can ruin a man's sleep.
 Speaking of sight, it's a won-
der of modern technology 
that the road signs in my rural 
stomping grounds are blinding-
ly bright, brighter even than the 
headlight beams of new cars 
coming toward me at night. 
Cataract surgery exacerbated 
the problem, and I can see the 
end of my driving career more 
clearly than I can see most other 
things. Even now, a friend who 
attends a regular Thursday eve-
ning meeting with me will wait 
for me in the parking lot after 

the meeting for the drive home. 
He knows I am not familiar with 
the road and my night vision 
is not what it once was, so he 
leaves with me tucked in behind 
him to show me the way by his 
taillights. I joke that it's to clear 
a path through the pedestrians 
and wildlife that I might not 
see, but his kind gesture is what 
keeps me going to the meetings 
that don't end until after dark, 
and that's a positive.
 The wrinkles and accumulat-
ed sun damage in my mirrored 
image put an end to the idea 
of living a long life wrapped in 
a secure, protective covering of 
healthy skin. I am the retirement 
plan for an entire building of 
dermatological health care pro-
fessionals, several of whom have 
sliced, pared, cored and frozen 
stuff off me, leaving scars and an 
assortment of ugly marks to re-
mind me just how much health-
ier I am now as a result of their 
efforts. Positive.
 If the image blankly gazing 
back at me seems somewhat out 
of plumb, it's because it is. The 
bony structure that holds up my 
skin and what remains of the 
squishy stuff inside is eroding 
and most of my shock mounts, 
hinges, shut-off valves, and safe-
ty systems are in need of repair, 
replacement or interment. So 

I'm a bit crooked now and some 
parts are favored while others 
try to pick up the slack, often 
with painful results. The posi-
tive here is that I can still get to a 
nearly vertical position most of 
the time, given sufficient notice, 
enough coffee and something to 

balance myself on.
 So I will admit there are some 
positive aspects of growing old, 
and the most appreciated one 
is the blessing of being here to 
complain about growing old.
 Butch Lawson is an observer of 
life. He lives on Bailey Island. ⚓

Thinking in Public: Positively aging

Gift basket delivery
Wine Beer Cheese Chocolate

Black Sheep Wine and Beer Shop

105 Mountain Road
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-725-9284
www.blacksheepwine.com

Summer Events 
are here!

Join your local land trust 
this summer for birding 

and wildflower walks, tide 
pool exploration, invasive 

plant ID and more!

Visit our website for details 
and event registration. 

www.hhltmaine.org

Islands Community Church

We are a 
non-denominational
church on Bailey 
Island dedicated to 
supporting and 
serving the 
community's needs.

Worship Services:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

We Welcome You!

Sandwiches, Fresh Lobster Rolls, Chowder, 

Homemade Muffins, Scones, Breads, & Pies 

Take Out & Outside  Seating 
Online & Phone Ordering 

★ On Orr's Island Just Before the Historic Cribstone Bridge ★
1894 Harpswell Islands Road 

207-833-6210 ★ saltcodcafe.com
Opening for the Season May 28.  Now hiring all positions.
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BY K ATHY D'AGOSTINO
 Driving by the now-closed 
B&M factory in Portland last 
week, it made me sad to think 
I will no longer smell the beans 
baking when I  pass  by. Nothing 
beats the aroma of a pot of beans  
baking  in the oven. It  inspired 
me  to roll up my sleeves and 
make some.
 Beans have been a New En-
gland staple since the 17th centu-
ry. Many of us have gone to a Sat-
urday night baked bean church 
supper. Others have attended 
bean hole festivals or made 
baked beans for a potluck. Now, 
with Memorial Day approaching, 
baked beans remain a favorite 
cookout side dish.
 I wondered, who would have 
an authentic New England reci-
pe? Louise Chamberland came 
to mind. Lou is a member of 
Cooking at 43° North and the 
owner of Lulu's Kitchen. In her 
spare time, she and her husband, 
Claude, do some catering and 
provide delicious food for local 
events and gatherings. For those  
of you who were  lucky enough 
to attend Harpswell Aging at 
Home's Snacks with Friends in 
2021 at Mitchell Field and Mack-
erel Cove,  you got to taste  their 
grilled pizza, so you know what 
I'm talking about.
 Lo u  grew up in northern 

Aroostook County, where a 
baked bean "suppah" is still a 
tradition. This tradition remains 
intact at Lou and Claude's house 
every Saturday night and is "part 
of the  marriage contract," ac-
cording to Cla ude . Thank you, 
Lou!

LOU'S BAKED BEANS

 Ingredients:
 1 pound (about 2 1/2 cups) 
navy or small beans 
 2-3 onions, chopped
 5-6 cloves garlic, chopped
 1/3 cup maple syrup
 1/2 cup molasses
 3 tablespoons dry mustard
 1 teaspoon salt
 1/2 teaspoon pepper

 Cover beans with water and 
bring to a boil in a large pot. Turn 
off heat and let sit for 3-5 hours.
 Spray bean pot or Dutch oven 
with cooking spray.
 Put all the other ingredients 
in the greased bean pot or Dutch 
oven.
 Drain beans and rinse well. 
Add 2-3 quarts of water to beans 
and bring to a boil again.
 Add beans, with their cooking 
water, to the other ingredients 
in your bean pot or Dutch oven. 
Stir up a bit, cover and bake at 
350 degrees for 6-8 hours. Check 

your beans after 4 hours and re-
check to make sure there is al-
ways enough water. Add warm 
water as you go, as needed, to 
make sure beans do not dry out.
 Options: For a sweeter bean 
recipe, reduce maple syrup to 1/4 
cup and add 1/4 cup of brown 
sugar.
 Like your beans with bacon? 
Add 6 slices of cooked bacon cut 
up in 1-inch pieces, along with 1 
tablespoon bacon fat. Stir in and 
bake.
 Note: This recipe makes a lot. 

Beans can be frozen easily. Fully 
defrost before reheating in the 
oven at 350 degrees for about 1/2 
hour.

YEAST ROLLS

 Ingredients:
 3 cups warm water with 2 ta-
blespoons yeast dissolved in it
 2 tablespoons sugar
 2 tablespoons oil (olive or 
canola)
 2 teaspoons salt
 8 cups flour

 Combine all ingredients and 
knead for 10 minutes or use a 
mixer with a dough hook and 
mix for 4 minutes.
 Cover and let rise in a warm 
place, in a greased or oiled bowl, 
until double in size (about an 
hour).
 When doubled in size, re-
move to a floured surface and, 
with your floured hands, knead 
a bit and divide and roll dough 
into about 15 rolls.
 Place rolls in a 12-by-15 cas-
serole pan, greased or lined with 
parchment. Cover and let rise 
(about 30 minutes).
 Bake in a preheated oven at 
400 degrees for about 1/2 hour. 
Check after about 18 minutes to 
be sure they don't get too brown. 
Cool on a rack.
 Note: Buns can be frozen. 
When cooled, seal in a plastic 
bag in the freezer. Defrost and 
wrap in aluminum foil. Reheat 
in a 350-degree oven for about 
3-5 minutes.
 Cooking at 43° North is a 
program of Harpswell Aging at 
Home. Through this column, the 
program shares favorite dishes 
from friends and neighbors in the 
community.
 HAH always needs cooks for 
its Meals in a Pinch program, 
which provides nutritious meals 
to neighbors in need. For more in-
formation, contact Julie Moulton 
at 207-330-5416 or juliemoul-
ton28@gmail.com. ⚓

Cooking at 43° North: A Maine Saturday night tradition

We offer 24 hour emergency service for any of 
your excavation and welding needs.

We are currently looking to bid on septic installs, house lots, 
foundation excavations, and driveways, as well as any of your 

welding, fabrication, and mulching needs. 

Now serving central, western, and coastal Maine.

(701) 641-6061 ~ jake@jbrhexcavation.com

Save the dates 
for OBIFD’s 

Summer Fun!
September 3 - Car Festival

August 10 - Dancing Under the Stars

July 3 - Station to Station Fun Run and Pancake Breakfast

June 11, 9 am - 2 pm - Barn Sale and Silent Art Auction 
Seeking crafters, neighbors, cooks to rent tables to sell 
your wares at the sale. $20 per table. Nonprofits can join 
for free. Help make this new community event a success! 
Contact Melinda at islandpeople12@gmail.com to sign up.
The event will have fun for everyone: Touch-a-truck, music 
and cook-out.

Seaside Creations
Unique Maine-Made Gifts

Opening for the Season on Saturday, May 7th

Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays 10am- 4pm

Starting Memorial Day Weekend: Friday - 
Sunday & Holidays 10am- 4pm

Betty Robbins
47 Washington Avenue, 

Bailey Island, Maine

207-833-6645

A traditional baked bean supper. (KATHY D'AGOSTINO PHOTO)
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BY GR EGORY GR EENLEAF
 The World Health Organiza-
tion needs my help. If you hav-
en't heard, the current COVID 
variants are named after Greek 
letters and there are only 24 let-
ters available. WHO is seeking a 
new "nomenclature" to use after 
omega — the last Greek letter — 
is assigned.
 So here's my small list of new 
names — all chosen in the spirit 
of poking fun at the COVID vi-
rus and ourselves as we navigate 
our way into and out of and back 
into and out of and back into and 
out of this pandemic.
 1. Who
 This is an obvious choice and 
all credit for the idea goes to the 
great Abbott and Costello rou-
tine. Here is how a conversation 
about this variant might go.
 Jim: Hey Bob, what name did 
WHO decide to call the new 
variant?
 Bob: Who.
 Jim: Right, WHO.
 Bob: Yes.
 Jim: What do you mean, yes?
 Bob: WHO decided that's the 
new name!
 Jim: I already know that! But 
what are they calling the new 
variant?
 Bob: Who!!!
 Jim: WHO!!!
 Bob: Right!
 2. A low-sodium diet lowers 
your blood pressure.
 Why not add a healthy life-
style tip every time you say the 

variant's name?
 "Shoot, I just tested positive 
for 'a low sodium diet lowers 
your blood pressure.' If you need 
me, I'll be in quarantine."
 3. Advertising campaign.
 The WHO could make lots of 
money by selling the rights of a 
highly contagious variant to a 
business that wants to saturate 
the market with a new advertis-
ing slogan.
 "I have a sore throat and I 
hear the local pharmacy is offer-
ing free tests for 'Ben's Discount 
Furniture — our cushions are the 
cushiest. Now open on Sundays.'"
 4. Civics lesson
 I chose this idea because I'm 
always hearing that civics should 
be taught more.
 "I read that 'Our government 
is divided into three branches: 
the legislative, the judicial, and 
the executive' is running like 
wildfire through Emily's family."
 5. About what.
 Let's listen to this conversa-
tion between a doctor and her 
patient.
 Doctor: The results of your 
COVID test came back.

 Patient: OK, I want you to be 
honest. What do the results say?
 Doctor: About what.
 Patient: My results.
 Doctor: I just told you. How 
do you feel?
 Patient: About what?
 Doctor: Your results! Do you 
want me to tell your family?
 Patient: About what?
 Doctor: Yes, about that!
 Patient: About that?!
 Doctor: No, about what!
 Patient: What?!
 6. The ending of "The Great 
Gatsby."
 This is my book club variant. 
Let us sit down and tell sad sto-
ries about the "green light" and 
the lamentable nobility of seek-
ing a past you can't have. We'll all 
feel better afterward.
 Jim calls Bob at home.
 Jim: Hi, Bob. How do you 
feel?
 Bob: I have a sore throat and 
an upset stomach.
 Jim: What does your doctor 
think?
 Bob: The doctor thinks I 
have "And as I sat there brood-
ing on the old, unknown world, 

I thought of Gatsby's wonder 
when he first picked out the 
green light at the end of Daisy's 
dock. He had come a long way 
to this blue lawn and his dream 
must have seemed so close that 
he could hardly fail to grasp it. 
He did not know that it was al-
ready behind him, somewhere 
back in that vast obscurity be-
yond the city, where the dark 
fields of the republic rolled on 
under the night. Gatsby believed 
in the green light, the orgastic 
future that year by year recedes 
before us. It eluded us then, but 
that's no matter — tomorrow we 
will run faster, stretch out our 
arms farther … And one fine 

morning—
 "So we beat on, boats against 
the current, borne back cease-
lessly into the past."
 Jim: We must have a bad con-
nection because I didn't hear 
anything you just said. Can you 
repeat it?

THE END

 Gregory Greenleaf lives in 
Harpswell and teaches high school 
English. He ascribes, prescribes 
and subscribes to many old-fash-
ioned ideas, but especially Charles 
Dickens' observation that "There 
is nothing in the world so irresist-
ibly contagious as laughter and 
good humor." ⚓

Senior Planning
CENTER

MAINE’S LEADING

SENIOR RESOURCE

Deane Kennedy 
Licensed Agent

Let me help you through 
the Medicare Maze

Call Today! 207.860.0602
FREE Medicare Review

Why call an out of state 
800#, when your help is 

right here at home?

Service

Professionalism

Credibility

We Represent All Major Medicare Health Plans. 

Help, when it matters most!

                              is offering a
Maine Guide Sea Kayaking Course
                           May 27 - May 31, 2022

        For more information visit h2outfitters.com,
      Email: h2o@h2outfitters.com; Tel. 207-833-5257
        1894 Harpswell Island Rd, Orrs Island, ME

Lost on a Loop Trail: Nomenclature for COVID variants

 

 

ABBOT FLETCHER SAILING SCHOOL 

Youth Sailing Program 

Beginner, Intermediate & Racing Classes 

July 4 – August 12 (1- & 2-week classes) 

www.obyc.org/afss or contact Sue Baker at 207-833-7745 

Protecting Your Family’s Future
Providing Peace of Mind

The Estate Planning & Wealth Transfer Practice at Eaton Peabody has 
represented individuals, families and closely-held businesses 
throughout Maine for more than 70 years. We offer a range of services 
from simple to sophisticated estate and tax planning, business 
succession planning, and probate and trust administration, as well as 
related legal services such as beneficiary representation, probate 
litigation, and elder law. 

1-800-564-0111 | eatonpeabody.com
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BY SAM ALLEN
 It's easy to feel helpless when 
hearing about a tragedy in an-
other country. Some disasters, 
like the war in Ukraine, are far 
too large and distant for any-
one here to solve. But while we 
may not be able to solve those 
problems ourselves, a small 
group of Harpswellians are 
trying to show that every little 
bit counts, even if all you have 
is spare change.
 "There are so many places 
you go, small businesses, that 
have all these little jars on their 
counter and they're collecting 
for sports, or the humane so-
ciety, or many other worthy 
causes," said Patty Carrier. "It 
occurred to me that the peo-
ple that I live around here in 
Maine are wonderful and giv-
ing and kind, and everyone 

wants to do something to help 
Ukraine, so I'm just trying to 
help in my own little way."
 Carrier, with her husband, 
Paul, and friends Jan Raslavsky 
and Catharine Sanderson, is 
creating handmade jars to 
collect donations for Ukraine 
from the counters of local 
businesses. The group paint-
ed Mason jars yellow and blue 
to match the Ukrainian flag 
and attached a sunflower — 
Ukraine's national flower and 
a symbol of resistance against 
Russia — to each one. They got 
labels for the jars from Staples, 
which donated printing ser-
vices.
 After just one week, the 
jars had collected more than 
$1,200 to benefit World Cen-
tral Kitchen.
 Carrier read about World 

Central Kitchen's work to feed 
both people in Ukraine and the 
millions of refugees fleeing the 
country. "Hundreds of volun-
teers from all over Europe and 
the United States are helping 
both in Ukraine and in Poland, 
which is the landing place for 
so many trying to escape," she 
said.
 She was effusive in her grat-
itude toward the community, 
both those who have donated 
and those who made the proj-
ect happen.
 At press time, Carrier's jars 
are at Iris Eats, The School 
House 1913, Uncle Pete's 
Community Market and The 
Vegetable Corner in Harp-
swell, along with 14 locations 
in Brunswick. Businesses may 
call Carrier at 207-751-6311 to 
request a jar. ⚓

Harpswell resident’s handmade jars collect change for Ukraine

Sunflowers — the national flower of Ukraine and a symbol of resistance 
against Russia — decorate Patty Carrier’s donation jars. (PATTY CARRIER PHOTO)

served as Harpswell town clerk. 
In 1845, he, along with Isaiah 
Snow and Paul Randall, was 
elected to be a selectman.
 Between June 4, 1844, and 
July 5, 1846, Washington wrote 
17 letters to his brother-in-law, 
Capt. Peleg Curtis (1814-1875). 

The original letters are in the 
Bowdoin College Special Ar-
chives and Collections.
 On Dec. 28, 1845, Washing-
ton wrote a letter to Curtis re-
garding a vessel he was building 
for Peleg that would be approx-
imately 95 feet long, with a 24-
foot beam and 10-foot depth. He 
said they were planning to have 
the vessel off by mid-September 
of 1846. John Jordan was the 

master builder of the brig.
 In this same letter, Washing-
ton said that seven-eighths of the 
ownership had been committed 
as follows: one-sixteenth share 
each, Isaac Alexander, Henry 
Barnes, James Demming, Rob-
ert Pennell, Steven Pennell, Isaac 
Stover, George Woodard; sev-
en-sixteenths, Peleg Curtis, John 
Jordan and Washington Garce-
lon. At that time, he was hoping 
that Paul Randall would pur-
chase the remaining one-eighth 
share.
 The vessel was being built at 
Norton Stover’s shipyard at the 
end of Washington Garcelon’s 
right of way to Stover’s Cove. The 
ship Washington was completed 
in September 1846. Records are 
not clear on whether the ship 
was named for Washington 
Garcelon.

 At the time he wrote these 
letters, Washington was also the 
ship owner’s agent for the Harp-
swell-built square-rigged brig 
General Marion.
 In 1848, the 168-ton brig Ale-
sia was built on Jordan Shore in 
Harpswell by master carpenter 
Sylvester Stover (1777-1859) for 
Washington Garcelon. It was 90 
feet, 8 inches long with a beam of 
23 feet, 9 inches, and a depth of 8 
feet, 9 inches.
 Washington died on June 11, 
1849, and Rosan died two years 
later on July 25, 1851. Their 
causes of death are unknown, 
though Rosan had long bouts of 
ill health. They are buried in the 
Old Meeting House Cemetery 
across the road from Elijah Kel-
logg Church.
 On Dec. 18, 1851, Washing-
ton’s brother Daniel Garcelon 

(1795-1863) wrote to Wash-
ington’s mother-in-law, Jannett 
(Jordan) Curtis, about posting 
notices for the auction of his 
nieces’ inherited property in 
Harpswell. Washington’s daugh-
ters inherited $1,245 of real 
estate, $2,135.41 of personal 
property and $1,512.51 in cash, 
a valuable estate for the time. 
The inheritance included a one-
eighth share of the brig Wash-
ington and a one-tenth share of 
their grandfather Peleg Curtis’ 
property.
 Rosanna was 12 years old and 
Catherine was 10 years old at the 
time. They were adopted by their 
uncle and aunt, Dr. Seward and 
Catherine (Merritt) Garcelon, of 
Clinton.
 David C. Garcelon, of Harpswell, 
is the first cousin, five times removed, 
of Washington Garcelon. ⚓

Postmaster
From Page 19

Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Repair & Upgrades

info@fkby.com    (207) 833-6885
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BY LEANNE GR ILLO
HARPSWELL AGING AT HOME
 After another pandem-
ic winter, Harpswell Aging at 
Home is looking forward to 
reconnecting with neighbors 
and friends at several in-per-
son events this spring. Its two 
most popular activities, Lunch 
with Friends and Snacks with 
Friends, are coming back in 
May and June. As the weath-
er warms, HAH is thrilled to 
work with the Cundy's Har-
bor Community Church of the 
Nazarene, the town of Harp-
swell, and the Harpswell Heri-
tage Land Trust as they provide 
venues for these community 
events.
 Sitting together over a meal 
is a long-held tradition and 
a way for people to gather to 
meet, share their stories and get 
to know each other. Opportuni-
ties to socialize are important, 
no matter how old we are, and 
they contribute much to our 
emotional and physical health.
 Before COVID-19, Harp-
swell Aging at Home's lunches 

were providing a way for neigh-
bors across our town to meet 
and visit while enjoying a nour-
ishing meal. When they first 
started, people would attend 
one event a month, at the ven-
ue closest to where they lived. 
As they grew in popularity and 
numbers, a group of "regulars" 
could be found at Lunch with 
Friends regardless of where 
they were held. It was great 

fun to connect with people 
"from the other side," no mat-
ter which "side" you were from. 
Most of the lunches would at-
tract around 80 people.
 Surrey Hardcastle, who 
coordinates these efforts for 
Harpswell Aging at Home, said, 
"It will be so exciting to see ev-
eryone again! I think we all look 
forward to being together face 
to face, sharing good food and 

meeting new friends in some 
beautiful places in Harpswell."
 With co-hosts — Elijah Kel-
logg Church, Orr's Island Li-
brary, Orr's and Bailey Islands 
Fire Department, Orr's-Bailey 
Yacht Club, Roxanne York Re-
alty, and The Wonderful Wom-
en of Harpswell Book Group — 
who will be taking care of the 
food at the various sites, these 
events promise to be full of 

laughter, connection and fun. 
If you need a ride, our partner 
People Plus can help. Contact 
them at 207-729-0757. Bring 
a chair, dress for the weather, 
encourage your friends and 
neighbors to come, and take 
part in these outdoor events.
 Check the Anchor's Com-
munity Calendar and HAH's 
Anchor advertisements for 
dates, times and locations. ⚓

Lunch and Snacks with Friends are back!

Property Management

Caretaking

Debris Clearing

Plowing & Sanding

Concierge Services

Cleaning

Cell:  207-522-2582
david@safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

David Johnson

 Ser v i ng  Brun sw i c k  & t h e  Harp sw e l l  Is l and s  













www.safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

SAFE HARBOUR
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & RENTALS

A volunteer serves appetizers during a Harpswell Aging at Home event.

Dedicated Gluten Free Bakery, All Local & 
Whole Animal Butchery and a Premium Café

149 Maine Street, Brunswick | Open 7 a.m. - 6 p.m., 7 Days a Week
207-406-4588 | thebutchersandbakers.com

A Snacks with Friends event at Mackerel Cove on June 9, 2021.
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BY BECK Y GALLERY
HARPSWELL INVASIVE
PLANT PARTNERSHIP
 Why is it important to make 
way for native plants? Our birds 
and bees depend on native plants 
for their survival. Many species 
have evolved over centuries to 
utilize specific plants for food and 
shelter.
 The monarch butterfly has 
adapted so the caterpillars can 
tolerate the toxins within our na-
tive milkweed's leaves. These tox-
ins help the caterpillars and but-
terflies survive predation from 
birds. Without the milkweed on 
which to lay eggs and feed new-
ly hatched butterfly larvae, the 

monarch could become extinct.
 In similar ways, other insects, 
birds and animals are depen-
dent upon various native plants 
for survival. Native berries meet 
their nutritional needs. The in-
sects themselves are food for 
birds, especially for baby birds in 
need of soft, easily digested food. 
A caterpillar suits this need, and 
it takes thousands of caterpillars 
to feed a single nest of baby birds 
until they are fledged.
 Some plants "from away" 
adapt so well to their new homes 
that they become invasive. They 
grow fast, leafing out earlier than 
native plants in the spring and 
keeping their leaves later in the 

fall. Their natural enemies are 
missing from the local habitat, 
allowing them to spread unchal-
lenged.
 These characteristics create 
conditions in which the native 
plants are crowded out, lacking 
the space, water and sunshine 
they need to thrive. Many inva-
sive plants grow in thickets that 
overwhelm the native plants. 
(These thickets of invasive plants 
also harbor larger-than-average 
populations of ticks!)
 What happens when our na-
tive plants are gone? Insects dis-
appear, and with them, so do 
birds. Our pollinators disappear, 
and with them, our food crops.
 What can we do to prevent this 
potential disaster? Provide areas 
for our native plants to thrive. 
Remove non-native plants from 
our landscape, then select native 
plants to enhance our home's 
landscape.
 One group of dedicated vol-
unteers has been at work for sev-
eral years in Harpswell doing just 
that: reducing the numbers of 
invasive plants in our town. The 
Harpswell Invasive Plant Part-

nership was organized in 2014 to 
educate our neighbors about the 
need to control invasive plants. 
Each year, HIPP organizes efforts 
to reduce the density and num-
bers of invasive plants in town.
 This partnership of commu-
nity groups (Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust, Harpswell Conser-
vation Commission, Harpswell 
Garden Club, Mitchell Field 
Committee and Harpswell Town 
Lands Committee), with interest-
ed individuals, has made a sizable 
dent in the invasive plants found 
in Harpswell.
 Original efforts concentrated 
on several Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust preserves, as well as 
rights of way along our public 
highways. Properties maintained 
by the Harpswell Garden Club 
have been successfully tended to 
reduce the invasive plants there. 
Our Town Lands Committee 
is working to remove invasive 
plants from several town prop-
erties, including the Devil's Back 
Trail on Orr's Island. The Mitch-
ell Field Committee has large-
ly cleared autumn olive on that 

property, and greatly reduced bit-
tersweet and honeysuckle as well.
 Invasive Asiatic bittersweet, 
Japanese barberry and shrub 
honeysuckle have been ad-
dressed. Autumn olive and gar-
lic mustard are also targeted, 
along with several infestations 
of black swallow-wort and mul-
tiflora rose. The HHLT preserves 
at Otter Brook, Johnson Field, 
Potts Point and Curtis Farm have 
benefited annually from multiple 
work dates. Progress is evident to 
visitors to the preserves.
 For a closer look at the work 
led by the Harpswell Invasive 
Plant Partnership, a nature walk 
with HHLT's Priscilla Seimer and 
HIPP volunteer Becky Gallery is 
scheduled for 10 a.m., Saturday, 
June 11, at Curtis Farm Preserve, 
1554 Harpswell Neck Road.
 Several invasive plants will be 
identified, and areas where work 
has been done to make way for 
native plants will be noted. There 
are also opportunities to help 
control invasive plants. Check the 
Harpswell Anchor's calendar for 
our scheduled work dates. ⚓

Insuring Coastal Maine for over 165 years!

Est. 1853

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS
BOATS • RV’S • ARTWORK

CLASSIC CARS • MOTORCYCLES

139 Maine Street, Brunswick, ME 04011
207.729.3321  |  rileyinsurance.com

Making way for native plants

Asiatic bittersweet climbs a tree on the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust’s 
Curtis Farm Preserve. (BECKY GALLERY PHOTO)

9 Vicarage Lane | Harpswell, Maine 04079

(207) 833-5480

Join the Vicarage Family! 
Apply at: thevicaragebythesea.com 

Call or Facebook message for more information.

WE ARE HIRING/
EXPANDING!!

• Competitive Wages
• Free CRMA and DCPA certifications
• Pay raise after completion of certifications
• Dental insurance
• Retirement plan
• Vacation time

• Holiday pay
• Year-end bonus
• Health Insurance

All Shifts 
Available
6 am-2 pm 

2 pm-10 pm 

10 pm-6 am

Are You Seeking More Than 
Just A Job? Contact us!

CRMA Starting Pay $20 an hour

Experience appreciated, but not required
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agriculture.
 When budget cuts eliminated 
Carson's position, he found himself 
in search of something new. Enter 
Elijah Kellogg Church, where the 
Rev. James Henry had retired after 
12 years.
 Carson had long hoped for a 

return to New England. Elijah Kel-
logg's mission, which talks about 
"striving for truth, justice and 
peace," resonated with him. He 
came to Harpswell in July 2012 and 
was formally installed as pastor the 
following April.
 Carol Coultas, a member of the 
committee that selected Carson, 
said that he "has a wonderful ability 
to use the immediacy of events un-
folding in the world around us as a 

framework to interpret Jesus' teach-
ings and how we can apply them in 
our lives today."
 "He's also a roll-his-sleeves-up 
kind of guy — always helping in 
tangible ways like directing traffic 
at the annual Barn Sale and hauling 
up the massive Christmas tree from 
the church basement," Coultas add-
ed. "In my mind, he is a man of God 
equally at home in the pulpit as he 
is working the pit at the annual 

Chicken BBQ."
 Now, the church is beginning 
its search for Carson's replacement. 
The process often takes a year or 
more, during which time an inter-
im minister will serve. In keeping 
with tradition, Carson will attend 
services elsewhere to allow for a 
clear transition to the next minister.
 In retirement, Carson plans to 
read, travel, volunteer and spend 
time with friends and family, in-

cluding his three adult children. 
The Carsons will stay in their home 
on Harpswell Neck, and in time, 
Carson would like to return to Eli-
jah Kellogg Church as a member.
 "On my leaving, I would like 
people to know that I do wish every 
love and opportunity and success 
for the church, and that I'm so very 
thankful for having had the chance 
to serve here in these years," Carson 
said. ⚓

Pastor
From Page 12

This Week in 
Harpswell: April 16-24
"This Week in Harpswell" is a 
project of the Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust. Every year, the Land 
Trust selects one week from each 
of the four seasons and invites 
photographers of all ages and 
experience levels to take to nature 
with their cameras. The Land Trust 
encourages photos of its preserves 
and trails, as well as people and 
pets outdoors, historic landmarks 
and the working waterfront. To 
participate, find dates at tinyurl.
com/y8w8tmnu, then submit 
high-resolution images to photos@
hhltmaine.org. Include the name 
of the photographer and a caption 
with the date and location.

A grackle perches on a reed in Lowell's Cove Marsh, Orr's Island, April 20. 
(BARRY COFLAN PHOTO)

Long Reach from Cliff Trail, April 20. (JULIA MCLEOD PHOTO)
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Richard W. Coffin
 Richard "Wayne" Coffin, 69, 
of Brunswick, died on April 6, 
2022, after a valiant battle with 
pancreatic cancer.
 He was born in Portland on 
May 2, 1952, the middle child of 
Richard and Joan Coffin. He at-
tended Brunswick schools and 
graduated from Maine Mari-
time Academy in 1974 with a 
Bachelor of Nautical Science 
degree and a minor in human-
ities/English.
 He was a mooring engineer 
in Trinidad and Tobago, Gre-

nada and Louisiana, stabilizing 
oil rig platforms. He piloted oil 
tankers as part of the Military 
Sealift Command. He attained 
the rank of lieutenant junior 
grade from the United States 
Naval Reserve. Upon returning 
to Maine, he worked as a ma-
son with Mr. Al Grant and his 
cousin Bobby. He lobstered in 
summer and drove oil trucks 
for Downeast in winter.
 He found joy in his many 
friends; in fishing; in traveling 
to Virginia to play guitar with 
friends; in his cat, Kitten; and 
in smoking fish, cheese and 
jerky, which he gifted to many.
 He was predeceased by his 
parents; his brother, Vaughn; 
and his long-term companion, 
Allyson Ammons. He is sur-
vived by his sister, Linda, and 
her husband, Paul Miles-Mat-
thias; his sister-in-law, Susie 
Hincks Coffin; and many cous-
ins, nieces and nephews.
 Condolences and fond mem-

ories may be shared at stetsons-
funeralhome.com.
 A graveside service will be 
held later this year. In lieu of 
flowers, contribute to your fa-
vorite charity in his memory. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of Stetson's Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care, 12 Federal 
St., Brunswick, 725-4341.

Samuel Schwartz
 Samuel Schwartz, former li-
brarian at the Cundys Harbor 
Library and a volunteer for the 
Cundys Harbor Fire and Res-
cue, passed away from a glio-
blastoma on April 17th, 2022.  
Sam spent his early years on 
Yap—an atoll in the Federated 
States of Micronesia and in Ha-
waii, where his father taught at 
the University of Hawaii.  His 
high school years were spent in 
Great Neck, New York and St. 
Thomas B.V.I.  He graduated 
from New York University with 
a Bachelor’s degree in mathe-
matics.
 He served in the U.S. Air 
Force and spent many decades 
in key positions in technology, 
most recently for the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Boston. He and 
his wife and daughter lived in 
Massachusetts during the eight-
ies and nineties and made their 
way to Maine where his wife 
Denise had roots.  His contri-
butions were many and ranged 
from to volunteer work for the 

ACLU and the Maine League 
of Women Voters to frequent 
testimony at the state house on 
issues he was passionate about. 
He was a man of many facets 
and a lifetime learner. For many, 
he was the go-to guy and rel-
ished in solving problems with 
his logical, brilliant mind.
 He loved to sail and was an 
ardent supporter of green tech-
nology. He loved electric cars 
and was a font of information 
about aerospace, trains and just 
about everything.  He was an 
artisan bread maker and made 
a mean chili.  He played the 
saxophone and loved to orga-
nize music for the Cundys Har-
bor Days Parade.
 A man of great humility, his 
kindness and generosity  will 
be remembered forever.  His 
sense of humor was an abso-
lute delight.  He loved to laugh 
and make others laugh.  He is 
survived by his sister Judy, wife 
Denise and daughter and was 
predeceased by his parents and 
his sister Victoria.

Shirley C. Thompson
 Shirley C. Thompson, 93, of 
Harpswell — the matriarch of 
Harmony Lane — ended her 
journey on the train of life on 
March 16, 2022.
 Shirley was born in Saugus, 
Massachusetts, on June 23, 
1928. She was the daughter of 
Harold J. and Venetia Stillings 

Coburn. She graduated from 
Saugus High School in 1946 
and Essex Tech Institute in 
1948.
 Some of Shirley’s jobs in-
cluded delivering milk, work-
ing at restaurants in Harpswell 
(Allen’s Seafood, Bailey’s Store, 
Ponderosa Campground), and 
catering events.
 Shirley drove the school bus 
for Harpswell from 1966 until 
1979 and enjoyed every min-
ute of it. She also served as bus 
garage coordinator. She drove 
summers for Upward Bound. 
Shirley drove Passamaquoddy 
children to stay with area fam-
ilies. She was active in many 
town functions. She was coor-
dinator for over 20 years of the 
Memorial Day observance and 
a deputy voter registrar.
 She was a member of Mer-
riconeag Grange for over 50 
years. She also worked hand in 
hand with the American Legion 
Post 171. Shirley was involved 
with both Boys and Girls 
Scouts, PTA, bean hole sup-
pers and volunteering with the 
Harpswell Ambulance during 
its beginning years.
 Many of her favorite mem-
ories were of time spent at In-
dian Pond. She shared many 
meals with family and friends 
and enjoyed nature on her snow 
sled or a four-wheeler.
 She is survived by her 
daughter, Janis V. Morrell, 
stepdaughter, Carol M. Bibber, 
and daughter-in-law, Esther 
Morrell, all of Harpswell; four 
grandsons; six great-grandchil-
dren; two great-great-grand-
sons; four stepgrandchildren; 
and a niece and nephew from 
Massachusetts.
 She was predeceased by 
her husbands, Carroll I. “Bud” 
Morrell, whom she married in 
1948; and Leon Thompson, 
whom she married in 1976. 
She is also predeceased by her 
son, Jeffrey H. Morrell Sr.; and 
her brother, Robert Coburn, of 
Massachusetts.
 The family will be having a 
party to celebrate Shirley’s life 
on Sunday, June 26, 2022, at the 
Merriconeag Grange in Harp-
swell at 1 p.m. Please bring food 
to share, as we know that Shir-
ley would have enjoyed that.
 In lieu of flowers, please 
send contributions to Harp-
swell Neck Fire and Rescue, c/o 
Lisa True, P.O. Box 8, Harp-
swell, ME 04079.

O B I T U A R I E S
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Business Directory

Do you want your business to appear on this 
page in future issues?

It’s easy: send in $40 and a business card and 
it’s done.

Contact Janice at janice@harpswellanchor.org 
or (207) 504-4428

Dustan Larsen & Hannah Beattie

Always buying quality 
vintage & antique items.

96 Maine Street, 
Brunswick, ME 04011

hatchonmaine@gmail.com
207-373-0567

44 Cushing St., Brunswick 
(207) 725-2726 

info@BipPrint.com 
 

PPrroouuddllyy  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  
aarreeaa  ssiinnccee  11997744  

Kyle Rosenberg-Owner
Maine Licensed-ISA Certified 

and Fully Insured Arborist

25 Year Professional

Structural Pruning of Trees and Shrubs 
Shoreland Consultation 

Invasive Insect and Disease Treatment
207-651-2861   www.ForestToShore.com

Iris Eats Maine

419 Harpswell

Islands Road

Harpswell, ME 04079

Elyse Dana

Chef & Owner

elyse@iriseatsmaine.com

iriseatsmaine.com

@iriseatsmaine

207.406.2052

J & J Painting
• Veteran owned
• Always 10% off for 

Veterans & Seniors
• Free estimates
• Fully insured

(207) 504-4602 / jhjpainting@gmail.com

When you frequent these businesses tell them you saw
 their ad in the Harpswell Anchor!
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Tiling since 1986        
Floors * Custom Showers * Hearths

TOTALLY    TILE

756-9680
totallytile@comcast.net           Bill Nisbet

Tile Installations

Ryan Loyas
Master Plumber

tenhighplumbing@gmail.com

c: 207-751-4894
o: 207-833-2410

16 Scotland Way
Orr’s Island, ME 04066

Annual Membership Due!

 For more information: 
harpswellmaine.org | 207-833-2399 

info@harpswellmaine.org
PO Box 125, Harpswell, ME 04079SHOP 

LOCAL!

Business Directory

We encourage our readers to shop 
and hire local!
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ROBERT A WEIGAND, DDS
80 Pleasant Street, Brunswick, ME 04011 -- (207) 344-1999

drbob@drbobsfamilydentistry.com -- drbobsfamilydentistry.com

Your Ad Here!

Your Ad Here!
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48 Marshview Lane, Harpswell - Nestled at the end 
of the road, 48 Marshview boasts expansive views up 
Harpswell Sound. The protected salt marsh owned 
by the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust provides habitat 
for a wide array of wildlife year round and allows for 
sunrise and sunset views. This marsh is surrounded 
by Stover’s Beach, which is a short walk from the 
home. Meticulously cared for, this home benefits from 
ample natural light, highly efficient heat pumps and a 
large oceanside deck for entertaining.
Advisor CJ Davis, 207.319.4421

5 Cattail Trail, Harpswell - With expansive views 
over the protected beach and marshlands of the 
Stovers Preserve, 5 Cattail provides ample space for 
entertaining family or guests. Tall ceilings and large 
windows ensure the house is bathed with natural 
light and provide almost every room with a view of 
the water.
Advisor CJ Davis, 207.319.4421

6 Merritt House Road, Orr’s Island - Situated in 
scenic Harpswell, this luxury condo offers Maine 
island living without the inconvenience of ferries. 
Renovated as part of Merritt House, a historical 
structure on the southern tip of Orr’s Island, this 
second-floor unit is flooded with light and benefits 
from elevator access, high end finishes, hardwood 
floors, in-unit washer and dryer, garden beds, and 
dock access.
Advisor CJ Davis, 207.319.4421

64 Cumberland Street, Brunswick - Great location 
with investment opportunity. This 3-Unit is walking 
distance to Brunswick Maine Street, Brunswick/
Topsham walking-bike path, and quick access to I295 
and Route 1 north or south. Nice lot with plenty of 
parking and a garage for storage. Improvements have 
occurred with foundation, siding, roof and windows.
Advisor Kim Talbot, 207.798.2055

19 Abbey Road, Unit 8, Brunswick - Wonderfully 
warm, modern townhouse in the heart of Brunswick 
is looking for its perfect match. Stylish open, airy 
rooms invite you in. Entertain in the upgraded, right 
size kitchen. Find peace in the primary bedroom suite 
with a knockout custom bath. Chatty outdoor spaces 
round out this stunner. Quality finishes throughout.
Advisor Amy Watson Saxton, 207.522.1065

McCarty Cove, Westport- Relax and rejuvenate 
in this classic New England-style Cottage smartly 
designed in an open, elegant arrangement from 
which you can survey your boat mooring in the sea. 
(New England Coastal Cottage meets Contemporary 
Elegance).  This one-owner home on 10 acres has 
been meticulously maintained and updated.
Advisor Bobbi Newburg, 207.751.8507

Engel & Völkers Casco Bay
Harpswell. Brunswick. Portland.

207-833-0500
www.cascobay.evrealestate.com

Low inventory? Not at Engel & Völkers Casco Bay


