
BY J.W. OLI V ER
 Harpswell Heritage Land 
Trust plans to acquire 57.2 acres 
of woodlands on Great Island to 
protect water quality in Quahog 
Bay, a top conservation priority 
because of the bay's vulnerability.
 The property includes more 
than a half-mile of shorefront: 
1,894 feet on Mill Cove and 754 
feet on Orr's Cove. The north-
western boundary runs along 
Harpswell Islands Road, across 
from Harpswell Community 
School. Tondreau Point Road 
and Birch Run travel through the 
land.
 "The most critical conserva-
tion purpose of the project is to 
protect the water quality of Qua-
hog Bay from the adverse effects" 
of development, according to an 
overview of the project by the 
land trust.
 As many as 20-25 residences 
could fit on the property under 
shoreland zoning. Those prop-

erties' septic systems would con-
tribute to "nutrient loading" that 
degrades water quality, according 
to the land trust.
 HHLT would open the prop-
erty to the public for recreation, 
which it describes as a secondary 
aim of the project. The land would 
host "a marvelous public trail and 
a long one for Harpswell," Execu-

tive Director Reed Coles said.
 Other than gravel roads, the 
only development of the prop-
erty consists of a cellar hole. 
Woodlands of "mixed species and 
mixed ages" cover most of the 
property, with 6 acres of "decid-
uous forested wetland" in the area 
near Harpswell Islands Road, ac-

BY J.W. OLIVER
 The Mt. Ararat High School 
community gathered Friday, Sept. 
17 to celebrate the completion of a 
$60.7 million building project, in-
cluding a brand-new high school.
 Former Mt. Ararat High 
School Principal Donna Brunette, 
Maine School Administrative 
District 75 Building Committee 
Chair John Hodge and MSAD 75 
interim Superintendent Bob Lucy 
cut a ribbon to ceremonially open 
the school.
 "This ribbon-cutting represents 
the work of hundreds of volun-
teers, hundreds of people from 
Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harp-
swell and Topsham who've invest-
ed time working on committees to 
create a new high school with stu-
dents central to every decision," 
Brunette said. "Volunteers have 
spent countless hours to ensure 
the school is well constructed; ed-
ucationally sound, of course; safe 

and secure; energy efficient; and 
fully funded."
 "The people in the community 
make a world of difference and the 
investment of time, energy and 
money to build this new school 
and develop this campus for the 
children speaks volumes to the 
MSAD 75 community," Brunette 
said.
 The school opened for the 
2020-21 school year, but officials 
delayed the celebration because 
of  both the coronavirus pandem-
ic and ongoing construction on 
campus. The new building played 
a crucial role in the school's abili-
ty to educate students during the 
pandemic.
 "Given the challenge of the air 
quality in the old school and the 
open concept, I don't believe it 
would have been possible to host 
classes in person if we had been in 
the old building," Brunette said.
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Mt. Ararat High celebrates completion of $60.7M building project

To protect Quahog Bay, land trust seeks 
to conserve 57-acre forest on Great Island

Lobstermen: New restrictions will 
harm fishery without saving whales
BY J.W. OLIVER
 Local lobstermen say new 
restrictions from the federal 
government will harm their in-
dustry while failing to advance 
regulators’ goal to save right 
whales from extinction.
 The new rules require lobster-
men to use more traps per trawl, 
which will reduce the number of 
buoy lines in the water; to insert 
“weak links” in their buoy lines, 
on the theory that a whale could 
break a link and escape entan-
glement; and to mark their rope, 
so regulators can determine the 
origin of any rope involved in an 
entanglement.
 Perhaps the most concern-
ing rule for the fishery prohib-
its lobstering altogether in a 
967-square-mile area from Oc-
tober through January, unless 
lobstermen convert to experi-
mental “ropeless” technology.
 The area is in federal waters 
about 30 miles offshore and ex-
tends across Lobster Manage-

ment Zones C, D and E. Most 
lobstermen work closer to shore 
and Harpswell is in Zone F, al-
though lobstermen can fish a 
minority of their traps outside 
their primary zone.
 NOAA Fisheries, an office of 
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, is-
sued the rules on Aug. 31.
 There were about 368 North 
Atlantic right whales in 2019, 
according to NOAA Fisheries. 
Their population has steadily 
declined since 2010, although 
2021 saw 20 calves born — the 
most since 2013.
 Matt Gilley captains the 
Catherine G. out of Cundy’s 
Harbor.

Serving Great Island, Orr’s Island, Bailey Island and Harpswell Neck

See LOBSTERMEN on Page 12

See SCHOOL on Page 12

See QUAHOG BAY on Page 13

From left: John Hodge, Donna Brunette and Bob Lucy cut a ribbon to ceremonially open the new Mt. Ararat 
High School in Topsham on Sept. 17. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

The Harpswell Heritage Land Trust plans to buy a 57.2-acre property on 
Great Island with more than a half-mile of shorefront, most of it on Mill 
Cove. (JULIA MCLEOD/HARPSWELL HERITAGE LAND TRUST PHOTO)

INSIDE:
• Morse’s closes, Page 4
• New eelgrass law, Page 8
• Esports startup, Page 15
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School board raises concerns about student questionnaire
BY J.W. OLIVER
 Members of the Maine School 
Administrative District 75 Board 
of Directors raised concerns last 
month about a questionnaire re-
garding students’ sexual activity 
and substance use.
 Alison Hawkes and Eric Lusk, 
two of Harpswell’s four represen-
tatives to the board, were the most 
outspoken members with concerns 
about the questionnaire during a 
Sept. 9 meeting.
 “When are we, as a board, going 
to say somebody gets fired?’” Lusk 
said.
 Hawkes said that some parents 
“learned sexual things they did not 
even know as adults through their 
teenage kids.”
 The district has a policy on stu-
dent surveys that says, “No student 
shall be required to participate in 
a survey receiving funding under 
U.S. Department of Education pro-
grams” without parental consent 
if it involves information about 
certain subjects, including sexual 
“behavior or attitudes” and ille-
gal behavior. Regardless of federal 
funding, the policy requires notice 

to parents, who may opt their chil-
dren out of those surveys.
 Lusk said that the administra-
tion had assured the board it would 
notify parents in response to prior 
concerns.
 “I thought this got fixed,” Lusk 
said. “We were told it was going to 
be fixed and it’s happening again.”
 Lusk also questioned the need 
for the survey and how the results 
would be used.
 “What is the teacher doing with 
that information?” he said. “Why 
does the teacher need that informa-
tion?”
 Board Chair Holly J.P. Kopp, of 
Topsham, urged Lusk to wait for 
interim Superintendent Bob Lucy 
to complete a review of the mat-
ter. “It’s not the board’s job to fire 
employees,” she said. “Personnel 
issues must be dealt with through 
our administration.”
 “I don’t think that everybody has 
all the actual information or facts 
about really what has occurred,” 
Kopp added.
 Hawkes and Lusk pushed for an 
executive session, wanting Lucy to 
tell them more about his review be-

hind closed doors.
 “Our kids are being violated and 
that is our job to protect kids, peri-
od,” Hawkes said.
 Lucy said he had learned about 
the questionnaire the previous day.
 “I have spent a great majority 
of my last 24 hours reviewing this 
carefully, gathering information, 
talking to legal counsel, talking to 
other people, so I’m taking this se-
riously and I’m looking into this,” 
Lucy said.
 “As a board member, I think we 
have the right to know what is go-
ing on in the district,” Hawkes said. 
“It’s crazy to think that we don’t.”
 Lusk moved for an executive 
session, but Kopp said that the 
board could not enter executive 
session under state law. While a 
board can meet in executive session 
to discuss a complaint about an em-
ployee, it must notify the employee 
and allow them to attend.
 “I can guarantee you that if a 
policy was broken, if a law was 
broken, we will take ownership for 
that,” Kopp said. “Regardless of tak-
ing ownership for that, if we can do 
things better, even beyond our poli-

cies or our law, we will also do that.”
 “But I want due process in how 
we do everything and this is not 
feeling like due process to me. This 
is feeling like trial by fire,” Kopp 
said.
 To discuss a complaint against 
an individual “who has no sense 
that they’re going to be discussed 
or allegations are being brought 
against them — that is wrong,” 
Kopp said. “That is not OK.”
 When Lusk and Hawkes con-
tinued to protest, fellow Harpswell 
representative Frank Wright IV ad-
vised patience.
 “We need to have a modicum 
of  calm right now,” Wright said. 
“That is the only way we will move 
forward as a group to solve some-
thing like this. … I think we owe 
Bob the chance to finish his inves-
tigation.”
 Hawkes disagreed.
 “Nobody’s listening, so calm 
time’s over,” she said.
 The board agreed to have a spe-
cial meeting the following Thurs-
day, but the meeting was later can-
celed because the board did not 
have a quorum.

 The superintendent’s office did 
not respond to an email or phone 
call from the Harpswell Anchor, or 
provide a copy of the questionnaire.
 MSAD 75 serves the towns of 
Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harp-
swell and Topsham. The district’s 
14-member board has six Topsh-
am representatives, four Harpswell 
representatives, and two each from 
Bowdoin and Bowdoinham. ⚓

MSAD 75 interim Superintendent Bob 
Lucy speaks at the grand opening of 
Mt. Ararat High School in Topsham 
on Sept. 17. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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 Letters to the Editor
Guidelines for letters
 to the editor
 The Harpswell Anchor encour-
ages civil dialogue through letters 
to the editor. Letters must concern 
Harpswell directly.
 Letters may not contain at-
tacks or slurs against individuals 

or groups. The Anchor will not 
publish anonymous letters and 
will not knowingly publish false 
or misleading claims. The An-
chor will not publish letters about 
nationwide or statewide political 
campaigns or issues, but welcomes 
letters about local campaigns and 

issues.
 The Anchor may edit letters for 
clarity and violations of the above 
guidelines, and reserves the right 
to reject letters for any reason.
Other guidelines:
• Submit no more than one let-
ter per month to joliver@harp-

swellanchor.org or via the form at 
harpswellanchor.org.
• Limit letters to 300 words or 
less.
• Include your name and place of 
residence (for publication).
• Include your phone number 
(not for publication).

⚓
HARPSWELL

ANCHOR
Visit our website:

harpswellanchor.org

Contact Information:
Harpswell News

P.O. Box 448
Harpswell, ME 04079
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Action is required
 Are the following entities 
somehow interrelated? “We live 
in an area” containing “eight wells 
within a quarter-mile radius” and 
in “five years, there will be 20 ad-
ditional wells within” this same 
area (“Moratorium on subdivi-
sion development needed,” Au-
gust 2021). “Harpswell granted 
43 permits for new single-family 
homes in 2020, an increase of 
25% from 2019. Permit appli-
cations in 2021 are even more 
robust. … drought of 1999-2003 
and again in 2019-2020” (Harp-
swell Bulletin, August 2021).
 Yes, but how? These different 
but interrelated entities focus on 
the same basic question, i.e., what 
is the overall maximum number 
of wells that should be permit-
ted within Harpswell that would 
safeguard the provision of ade-
quate levels of potable water for 
all residents during potential fu-
ture periods of drought?
 The West Coast is experienc-
ing a severe drought, concomi-
tant with raging wildfires. Could 
these weather-related disasters 
happen on the East Coast as well? 
Given the high probability such 
circumstances could occur here, 
what measures are being under-
taken by the town of Harpswell, 
the Board of Selectmen and the 
Harpswell Conservation Com-
mission to address the vital ques-
tion posed above? If nothing, that 
would constitute a dereliction of 

duty.
 However, a promulgated stat-
ute to limit the number of future 
single-family permits issued, 
based on the overall maximum 
number of wells allowed, thereby 
safeguarding requisite levels of 
potable water, would be an ac-
ceptable solution to this potential 
crisis. What is it to be: action or 
no action on this pressing issue?

John and Sigrid Mishler
Harpswell

To inform and engage us
 As our world, locally and glob-
ally, has begun to shake off the past 
two years, we are starting the im-
portant work needed to be done at a 
local level to be better and do better.
 The Harpswell Anchor has re-
emerged as well, as a nonprofit 
publication to help keep our com-
munity connected. What a treasure 
this publication is! News and local 
interest stories delivered in a man-
ner to inform and engage us to be a 
more interactive community. I en-

joy reading the paper and find the 
website a wealth of information and 
resources.
 You can also support the Anchor 
by going to the website and becom-
ing a donor. I just did.
 Thank you to the board of direc-
tors; founding members of Harp-
swell News; and J.W, Janice and Sam 
for your commitment to our little 
treasure here in Harpswell, Maine.

Sheila Menair
Great Island

, LLC
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DID YOU KNOW? 
               Yellow = Caution  
Yellow leaves and orange berries visible in early fall 
point to bittersweet,  a smothering invasive plant.  

               Beware. 
Bewa  Find out more at www.hhltmaine.org/HIPP 

ACKME SURVEY
LAND SURVEYING

RTK GPS          DRONE

Frank@ackmesurvey.com

CALL 207-504-0280
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BY DOUG WARREN
 Morse’s Cribstone Grill on Bai-
ley Island — known for its lively 
little bar, its beautiful views, its 
tasty food (the fried shrimp bas-
ket!) and its always crowded park-
ing lot — has closed its doors for-
ever.
 Operated by Sheldon and 
Kathy Morse for the past 11 years, 
the Cribstone shut down early for 
the summer season on Aug. 20 af-
ter dealing with staffing shortages 
and challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Morses 
recently decided to make the clos-
ing permanent.
 “We need to do something a 
little less labor-intensive,” Sheldon 
Morse explained. “Getting help 

has always been difficult because 
housing and rents are so expensive 
in Harpswell. It just got to be too 
much work.”
 The Cribstone was closed on 
weekends for much of the summer 
because the Morses didn’t want 
to wear out their “tiny” staff. “We 
thought last year was the worst 
year in our restaurant’s history. 
It wasn’t! This year has also been 
rough!” read a post on the restau-
rant’s Facebook page.
 Comments from the Cribstone’s 
Facebook followers made clear the 
Morses had a devoted following. A 
small sampling:
 “Your restaurants have been 
a tradition for our family for a 
long time. So much so that it was 

your lobster we had to have in 
the lobster rolls for our daughter’s 
wedding reception on Harpswell 
eight years ago! What a wonderful 
treat!”
 “Thanks for all your work, for 
the grace with which you did it, 
and the dependable quality of your 
delicious food.”
 “We are there every day for our 
week on the island and never had 
a bad meal. The service was great. 
Thank you! I wish you would share 
your salad dressing recipe. It’s the 
best!”
 Sheldon Morse said he and 
Kathy are very thankful for all the 
support.
 “We made many, many friends 
over the years,” he said. “It’s a great 
community, a great neighborhood 
and we really enjoyed ourselves al-
most always. But now it’s time for a 
little less responsibility.”
 The Cribstone building is 
owned by local real estate agent 

Rob Williams. He said he regret-
ted the restaurant’s closing because 
“the Morses have done an out-
standing job.”

 He added that, while nothing is 
yet set in stone, “there will definite-
ly be a restaurant there and it will 
definitely be open next summer.” ⚓

www.USHarbors.com

South Harpswell, ME - Oct 2021

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Fri 7:46 7.6 7:54 8.6 1:25 1.5 1:33 2.1 6:37 6:23

2 Sat 8:39 8.0 8:48 9.0 2:21 1.2 2:30 1.6 6:38 6:21

3 Sun 9:26 8.5 9:37 9.5 3:10 0.7 3:20 1.1 6:39 6:19

4 Mon 10:08 9.1 10:23 9.9 3:53 0.2 4:07 0.4 6:41 6:17

5 Tue 10:49 9.7 11:08 10.2 4:35 -0.2 4:52 -0.2 6:42 6:16

6 Wed 11:30 10.3 11:53 10.4 5:16 -0.5 5:38 -0.7 6:43 6:14

7 Thu 12:13 10.7 5:59 -0.7 6:25 -1.1 6:44 6:12

8 Fri 12:40 10.4 12:56 11.0 6:43 -0.7 7:13 -1.3 6:45 6:10

9 Sat 1:28 10.3 1:43 11.0 7:29 -0.6 8:03 -1.3 6:47 6:09

10 Sun 2:19 10.0 2:33 10.9 8:18 -0.3 8:57 -1.0 6:48 6:07

11 Mon 3:15 9.5 3:28 10.5 9:12 0.2 9:56 -0.6 6:49 6:05

12 Tue 4:17 9.1 4:31 10.1 10:12 0.6 11:01 -0.2 6:50 6:04

13 Wed 5:24 8.7 5:39 9.7 11:17 1.0 6:51 6:02

14 Thu 6:33 8.6 6:49 9.5 12:09 0.1 12:27 1.2 6:53 6:00

15 Fri 7:41 8.6 7:58 9.5 1:19 0.3 1:39 1.1 6:54 5:58

16 Sat 8:43 8.9 9:01 9.6 2:24 0.2 2:45 0.8 6:55 5:57

17 Sun 9:37 9.2 9:55 9.6 3:21 0.1 3:41 0.5 6:56 5:55

18 Mon 10:24 9.5 10:44 9.6 4:10 0.1 4:31 0.2 6:58 5:54

19 Tue 11:06 9.7 11:28 9.5 4:53 0.1 5:16 0.0 6:59 5:52

20 Wed 11:45 9.8 5:32 0.3 5:57 -0.1 7:00 5:50

21 Thu 12:10 9.4 12:21 9.7 6:09 0.5 6:36 0.0 7:01 5:49

22 Fri 12:49 9.1 12:56 9.6 6:44 0.7 7:12 0.1 7:03 5:47

23 Sat 1:27 8.8 1:30 9.5 7:18 1.0 7:49 0.3 7:04 5:46

24 Sun 2:05 8.5 2:05 9.2 7:54 1.3 8:27 0.6 7:05 5:44

25 Mon 2:45 8.2 2:44 9.0 8:32 1.6 9:09 0.8 7:06 5:43

26 Tue 3:28 7.9 3:28 8.7 9:15 1.9 9:56 1.1 7:08 5:41

27 Wed 4:18 7.7 4:18 8.5 10:03 2.1 10:47 1.3 7:09 5:40

28 Thu 5:11 7.5 5:13 8.4 10:56 2.2 11:41 1.3 7:10 5:38

29 Fri 6:06 7.6 6:11 8.4 11:53 2.2 7:11 5:37

30 Sat 7:01 7.8 7:10 8.6 12:37 1.2 12:52 1.9 7:13 5:35

31 Sun 7:54 8.3 8:07 8.9 1:32 1.0 1:51 1.4 7:14 5:34

Tide Chart

Covenant Insurance Agency
Harpswell, Maine

Business - Bonds - Commercial Auto - Workers Compensation - 
Watercraft - Marinas - Home - Flood

Mark R. Adams, Independent Agent, Licensed ME, MA, CT
Mark.Adams@covenantagency.com

    781-447-5013

Morse’s Cribstone Grill closes permanently

Morse’s Cribstone Grill on Bailey Island built a dedicated following during 
the 11 years it was operated by Sheldon and Kathy Morse. (JOHN LONG PHOTO)

You can make a difference 
by becoming a member of 

Harpswell Heritage Land Trust!
It is only with the support of 
our community that we are 
able to preserve land, build 
and maintain trails, ensure 
your access to land and shore, 
educate our children, provide 
programs for all ages and be 
a true community resource. 
Learn more at hhltmaine.org.

N
ature Day Cam

p photo by Julia M
cLeod

Orr’s Island remembers A memorial outside the Orr’s 
Island Fire Station honors 9/11 victims and first responders. Scott Ho-
lowach, assistant chief of the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire Department, 
was among the New York City firefighters who responded to the twin 
towers 20 years ago last month, and the gear he wore to ground zero 
made up part of the memorial. (DOUG WARREN PHOTO)
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Oct. 1-6
 The final days to place bids 
in Elijah Kellogg Church’s on-
line auction at charityauction.
bid/ekcholidayfair. Items range 
from an inflatable dinghy to 
homemade pies to art and an-
tiques. The auction closes at 8 
p.m. on Oct. 6.

Oct. 2-3
 A yard sale to benefit Harp-
swell Coastal Academy will take 
place at 1353 Harpswell Neck 
Road from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Oct. 2 and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Oct. 3. Furniture, home goods, 
lawn mowers, sporting equip-
ment and more will be available 
by donation, or available free to 
those who cannot afford a do-
nation. For more information, 
contact Mike Maher at mich-
aelmaher3@gmail.com.

Oct. 9
 Dave Hackett, of the Harp-
swell Historical Society, will 
lead a Harpswell history tour 
from 10-11 a.m. Hackett will 
guide participants through the 
1757 meetinghouse, a historic 
graveyard, the society’s muse-
um and other landmarks. The 

tour will depart from the muse-
um, 929 Harpswell Neck Road. 
Participants are asked to wear a 
mask for the indoor portions of 
the tour. Advance registration 
required. Contact Julia McLeod 
at 207-837-9613 or outreach@
hhltmaine.org.

 Elijah Kellogg Church’s 
Christmas by the Sea Holiday 
Fair takes place outdoors from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Crafts, coun-
try store items and baked goods 
will be available, as will a take-
out lunch of lobster rolls, fish 
chowder, egg salad sandwiches 
and pie from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Oct. 10-31
 The Elijah Kellogg Church, 
in partnership with the Harp-
swell Heritage Land Trust, pres-
ents a story walk based on the 
book “The Little Old Lady Who 
Was Not Afraid of Anything” at 
Widgeon Cove Trail, 709 Harp-
swell Neck Road. Families will 
enjoy a whimsical Halloween 
story full of haunting refrains, 
as the little old lady gets the 
scare of her life! The story leads 
hikers along a half-mile loop to 
the end, where they might find 
a surprise!

Oct. 16
 The Cundy’s Harbor Library 
annual meeting convenes at 
Cundy’s Harbor Community 
Hall at 12:45 p.m. Open to all, 
the meeting will include the 
election of a board, updates on 
renovations and other projects, 
patron input and a speaker.

Oct. 21
 “Fishing Through the Sea-

sons,” the first installment in 
“Living and Working in a Wa-
terfront Community: A Conver-
sation Series,” takes place at the 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, 
153 Harpswell Neck Road, from 
6-7:30 p.m. Representatives of 
a variety of fisheries will share 
information about what they 
catch, how and when. Advance 
registration required. Contact 
Julia McLeod at 207-837-9613 
or outreach@hhltmaine.org.

Ongoing
 The Grand Slammers, an 
intermediate-level contract 
bridge group, plays at the town 
office at 1 p.m. every Tuesday, 
except holidays. Congenial but 
serious players welcome. A $2 
donation covers card supplies 
and supports town recreation 
programs. Due to COVID-19, 
space is limited to three tables 
and players should be vaccinat-
ed. Masks may be requested. 
More information: harpswel-
len@me.com.

 The Harpswell Historical So-
ciety Museum is open from 2-4 
p.m. every Sunday until Oct. 11. 
View artifacts and collections of 
Harpswell history. Free, dona-
tions welcome.

 A mobile food station, free 
to anyone in need, is available 
at the town office from 10-11:30 
a.m. every Thursday.

 The John Leo Murray Jr. 
American Legion Post 171 
meets at Merriconeag Grange at 
7 p.m. on the third Monday of 
each month.

Brunswick and Beyond

Oct. 8
 The Chocolate Church Arts 
Center Gallery, 804 Washing-
ton St., Bath, hosts an opening 
reception for “Transformation/
Identity” from 5:30-7 p.m. Work 
by Kathryn Geismar and Jennifer 
Goldfinger explores memory and 
identity through mixed media 
and oils. The show will continue 
through Nov. 27.

Oct. 8 and 15
 Chef Joseph Arena, of The 
School House 1913 restaurant, 
prepares the Mid Coast Hunger 
Prevention Program’s seventh 
annual Harvest Dinner, a three-
course seasonal meal, with des-
sert by chef Amy Aloe. Proceeds 
support the program’s efforts to 
provide all members of the com-
munity with access to healthy 
food. Pickup from Mid Coast 
Hunger Prevention Program, 12 
Tenney Way, Brunswick. Reserve 
tickets at mchpp.org/events.

Oct. 9
 The Chocolate Church Arts 
Center presents Lady Lamb: An 
Evening With Strings at 7:30 p.m. 
Lady Lamb is the stage name of 
Aly Spaltro, a singer-songwriter 
who performs a beguiling and 
imaginative fusion of folk, pop 
and indie rock. Tickets: $30 in 
advance, $35 day of show.

Oct. 13
 The Curtis Memorial Library 
and NAMI Maine host “How to 
Build Resilience in a Post-pan-
demic World” at the library, 23 

Pleasant St., Brunswick, from 
6:30-8 p.m. Greg Marley, clinical 
director at NAMI Maine, leads 
the program. Register at nami-
maine.org/events.

Oct. 16
 The First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, 288 1/2 Maine St., 
Brunswick, hosts “Prayer and 
Well-being — A Spiritual Adven-
ture” from 2-3 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 207-729-0317.

Oct. 22
 “Readers Theater: Short Sto-
ries by Monica Wood and Mor-
gan Talty” comes to the Choco-
late Church Arts Center at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets: $15 in advance, $20 
day of show.

Oct. 23
 Love By Numb3rs performs 
a blend of alt-country, folk and 
rock at the Chocolate Church 
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Indie 
rocker Xander Nelson opens. 
Tickets: $15 in advance, $18 day 
of show.

Ongoing
 TOPS, or Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly, meets in the basement 
of the Berean Baptist Church, 
Brunswick, from 6-7:30 p.m. ev-
ery Monday. More information: 
729-6400.

 Have a calendar item to submit 
for a future edition of the Anchor? 
Email joliver@harpswellanchor.
org or use the form at harp-
swellanchor.org/submissions. ⚓

October 2021 Community Calendar

  
AAtt  EElliijjaahh  KKeelllloogggg  CChhuurrcchh  

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  99tthh    
  1100aamm  --  22ppmm  

CChhrriissttmmaass  bbyy  tthhee  SSeeaa  

HHoolliiddaayy  FFaaiirr  

Handmade Crafts, Country Store & 
Baked Goods 

Luncheon 11am - 1pm 
Lobster Rolls, Fish Chowder, Egg Salad  

Sandwiches & Pie! 
Credit Cards Accepted! 

 
Online Auction 

September 24—October 6 
The link to the auction is https://charityauction.bid/EKCHolidayFair 

Location:  917 Harpswell Neck Rd., Harpswell   FMI:  833-6026 

Aquatic parade Kayakers paddle their way through the first 
annual Dingley Island Spruce Cove kayak regatta on Sept. 12. Nineteen 
participants enjoyed calm waters and a floating bar.
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Renovation of Neck fire 
station nears completion
 A major renovation of Harp-
swell Neck Fire and Rescue’s Irving 
F. Chipman Station should be com-
pleted during the first week of Oc-
tober.
 “We’re in the finishing parts of 
it,” Fire Chief David Mercier said. 
Remaining tasks include electrical 
work, rebuilding a staircase and 
painting.
 The original estimate for the 
project was around $560,000, ac-
cording to Mercier. “As in any ren-
ovation, we’ve run into unexpected 
costs,” he said.
 “We had to eliminate our ex-
isting furnace and create a whole 
new heating system for the build-
ing, which we didn’t anticipate at 
the time we were doing it,” Mercier 
said.
 General contractor Doten’s 
Construction Inc., of Freeport, 
started work in April. The renova-
tions are transforming the build-
ing’s first floor. They will double the 
size of the station’s day room and 
create office and training space.
 “In order to attract and retain 
our own members, as well as pro-
vide a comfortable working envi-
ronment for per diems, it was nec-
essary to redesign and update our 
first floor,” Mercier said.
 Harpswell Neck Fire and Res-
cue has volunteers who respond to 
calls from home or work, while the 
town of Harpswell employs part-
time and per diem firefighters who 
staff a fire station from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. weekdays and respond to calls 
anywhere in town.
 At present, the town firefight-
ers spend their time between calls 
at the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department station on Orr’s Is-
land. After the renovation, they 
will divide their time between the 
Neck and Orr’s Island stations.
 Before the renovations, the 

Harpswell Neck station was not 
suitable as a workplace.
 “The original station was built 
in 1950 as a two-bay garage, ba-
sically, with an upstairs,” Mercier 
said. The department added onto 
the south side of the station in the 
1970s and the north side later, with 
both additions designed for an un-
manned station.
 “We looked at a full renova-
tion, which included the second 
floor, but the cost estimate was 
prohibitive,” Mercier said, at about 
$915,000.
 The department decided to 
renovate the first floor for now, al-
though it still intends to renovate 
the second floor in the future. After 
work is complete on the first floor, 
“we’re going to be able to sit down 
and have a real understanding of 
what this phase cost us,” Merci-
er said. Then the department can 
talk about the feasibility of the sec-
ond-floor work and how to fund it.

 The independent nonprofit is 
paying for the renovations from its 
reserves, with no cost to taxpayers. 
The expense will take a deep bite 
out of its savings. “It’s not going to 
completely deplete them, but it’s 
going to make a substantial reduc-
tion,” Mercier said.
 When work is complete, the 
department plans to host an open 
house so the public can see the re-
sults.
 
Construction at recycling 
center on schedule
 Construction at the Harpswell 
Recycling Center and Transfer Sta-
tion is on schedule for completion 
by the end of October, Manager 
Charles “Chuck” Perow Jr. said.
 The work includes the expan-
sion of the parking lot and replace-
ment of the facility’s twin trash 
hoppers, along with the concrete 
slabs that support them. Other 
work includes the construction of a 

retaining pond, which will improve 
drainage at the site.
 As of Sept. 15, the excavation 
and paving aspects of the project 
were nearly complete.
 “We’re hoping to gain between 
six and eight parking spots total,” 
Perow said. The recycling center 
only has six spaces at present. The 
expansion of the parking area will 
also make the site easier to navi-
gate.
 “They’re right on schedule,” 
Perow said of the paving contrac-
tor, Lewiston-based Aceto & Sons 
Earthwork LLC.
 The replacement of the trash 
hoppers was proceeding more 
slowly, partly because the center 
could only go without one of the 
old hoppers at a time. As of Sept. 
15, one hopper had been removed 
and the center was waiting for an-
other contractor to pour a new 
slab. Once the new slab cures and 
the first new hopper goes in, the 

process will be repeated with the 
second old hopper.
 The old hoppers were upward 
of 20 years old and had rusted so 
thoroughly that trash fell straight 
through them to the slab below.
 This year’s construction will 
cost $450,000. A second phase will 
start in 2023 and upgrade the fa-
cility’s electrical systems and main 
building, at a cost of $650,000.
 
DOT to reduce speed limit 
in Cundy’s Harbor
 The Maine Department of 
Transportation plans to reduce the 
speed limit in Cundy’s Harbor to 
address residents’ concerns about 
speeding in the village.
 The DOT will reduce the speed 
limit from 30 mph to 25 mph from 
Sunrise Lane to the end of Cundy’s 
Harbor Road and install “gateway” 
signage to alert drivers as they ap-
proach the village.
 The Harpswell Board of Select-
men accepted the recommenda-
tions on Sept. 16.
 Town Administrator Kristi K. 
Eiane told the board she had at-
tended a meeting on Sept. 14 with 
a group of “very concerned” resi-
dents, along with Selectman Jane 
Covey, state Rep. Jay McCreight, 
Road Commissioner Ronald Ponz-
iani and representatives of both the 
Cumberland County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and the Maine Department of 
Transportation.
 The DOT has sole authority to 
change speed limits; the town can-
not do so on its own.
 Eiane compared the “gateway” 
signage to a series of signs on 
Harpswell Neck Road near Harp-
swell Center. Those signs use bright 
colors and flags to warn of the low-
er speed limit in the village, as well 
as the presence of bicycles and pe-
destrians.
 In Cundy’s Harbor, the town 

N E W S  B R I E F S

A pickup enjoys a smooth ride on the new pavement at the Harpswell Recycling Center on Sept. 15. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

continued on next page
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recently set up an electronic speed 
sign that counts vehicles and col-
lects speed data. In just under a 
month, the sign counted 28,000 
vehicles going into the village. 
Eiane said that number represents 
“a lot more traffic than people who 
have lived there for years are accus-
tomed to.”
 Only 17% of those vehicles ex-
ceeded the speed limit, although 
Eiane noted that the flashing sign 
serves as a deterrent.
 “There was a lot of discussion 
about how Harpswell has changed 
over time,” Eiane said of the meet-
ing with residents. “The volume of 
traffic everywhere in Harpswell has 
increased and we get lots of com-
plaints about speeding, so this is 
not just a Cundy’s Harbor issue.”
 
School counselor 
dies in car crash
 A counselor at Harpswell 
Coastal Academy died Sept. 15 
from injuries suffered in a Rich-

mond car crash eight days earlier.
 Amanda Wogaman, 33, of 
Richmond, gave birth to a son 
via emergency C-section after the 
crash, according to the Kennebec 
Journal. The baby is in the neonatal 
intensive care unit because he was 
born eight weeks early, but a family 
member said he is “thriving.”
 The Kennebec Journal reported 
that Wogaman served students in 
grades five through nine and di-
vided her time between the middle 
school, on Harpswell Neck; and the 
high school, at Brunswick Landing. 
She was also adviser of the school’s 
civil rights team.
 Head of School Scott Barksdale 
called her “the soul of our school 
and the conscience of our school.”
 The crash occurred on Route 
197. Wogaman was driving a Volk-
swagen Jetta west on Route 197. 
She was attempting to turn across 
the eastbound lane onto White 
Road when a Chevrolet Silverado 
struck her vehicle. Her 3-year-old 
daughter was unhurt.

 Police have said no charges are 
expected.
 
Town hires firefighter, 
office help
 The town bolstered its firefight-
ing roster and office staff with two 
new hires in September.
 Aurel Marks will join the 
town’s ranks of part-time and per 
diem firefighters. Marks, a former 
resident of Harpswell, serves as 
deputy director of the Wiscasset 
Ambulance Service. Her resume 
also includes stints as a firefight-
er-paramedic with the town of 
Scarborough and a paramedic with 
Waldoboro Emergency Medical 
Services.
 Former Town Clerk Rosalind 
“Roz” Knight will return to the 
town office to cover for employ-
ees on sick leave or vacation, train 
new employees and assist with the 
November election. Knight had re-
tired July 30 after 30 years with the 
town.
 The Board of Selectmen ap-

proved the hires Sept. 2.
 
Mingo Club presents 
two scholarships
 The Mingo Club, of Bailey Is-
land, presented its Mingo Grant to 
two high school seniors earlier this 
year.
 The mission of the 115-year-old 
club is, in part, “to honor the leg-
acy of the founding members by 
supporting literacy and education 
for the residents of Harpswell.” The 
club has awarded the grant for five 
years to a Harpswell resident grad-
uating from high school, in rec-
ognition of the student’s academic 
achievement and dedication to 
school and community.
 The 2021 recipients are Ella Be-
attie and Cecelia Greenleaf.
 An honor roll student from 
middle school through high 
school, Beattie has played soccer, 
ice hockey and lacrosse. She partic-
ipated in Sources of Strength and 
the Yearbook Club.
 She has volunteered with the 
Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program and the Orr’s and Bailey 
Islands Fire Department auction, 
among other initiatives. She has 
worked at the Auburn Colony 
dining hall and The School House 
1913 restaurant.
 Beattie will study hospitality 
and business management at the 
University of Denver.
 Greenleaf, a member of the 
National Honor Society, won ac-
ademic awards in biology, essay 
writing and history. She competed 
on the swim team, played lacrosse 
and participated in Sources of 
Strength. She has volunteered at a 
Portland soup kitchen, with a mo-
bile art-therapy organization that 
serves under-resourced youth, at 
beach cleanups and as a child care 
helper at PTO meetings.
 Greenleaf will study pediatric 
nursing at Endicott College. She is 
eager to work with communities in 
need through programs like Doc-
tors Without Borders, or potential-
ly with immigrants and refugees.
 The Mingo Club congratulates 
both recipients and wishes them 
success in their education and ca-
reers.

Grant to support 
Anchor reporting on 
climate, waterfront
 A $7,500 grant from the Broad 
Reach Fund of the Maine Commu-
nity Foundation will support two 
series of articles in the Harpswell 
Anchor: one about the working 
waterfront and one about the im-

pacts of climate change.
 The project will include up to 
10 articles about each subject, as 
well as four events. For the events, 
Harpswell News is collaborating 
with four other nonprofits — the 
Cundy’s Harbor Library, Harp-
swell Heritage Land Trust, Hol-
brook Community Foundation 
and Maine Coast Fishermen’s As-
sociation — to present “Living and 
Working in a Waterfront Commu-
nity: A Conversation Series.” 
 The first presentation, “Fishing 
Through the Seasons,” will focus 
on the variety of fisheries in Harp-
swell. The event will take place at 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
headquarters from 6-7:30 p.m. on 
Oct. 21.
 Articles about the working wa-
terfront will examine topics such 
as the cultural and economic im-
portance of the working waterfront 
to Harpswell, the impact of right 
whale regulations on the lobster 
fishery, and the growth of the aqua-
culture industry.
 The series on climate change 
will look at how Harpswell is pre-
paring for climate change and the 
potential for sea level rise to affect 
roads and town landings, among 
other issues.
 The Broad Reach Fund rep-
resents an anonymous family and 
makes grants to further its interests 
in social justice, economic oppor-
tunity and environmental health. 
The fund seeks forward-thinking 
solutions to social, environmental 
and economic problems.
 
Women’s Giving Tree 
invites grant applications
 The Maine Women’s Giving 
Tree, a philanthropic giving circle, 
is accepting applications for its 
2021-22 grants.
 Since 2012, the group of 75 
women has awarded more than 
$350,000 to 30 community orga-
nizations serving women, children 
and families. It expects to award 
up to a dozen grants in June 2022 
to nonprofits in Arrowsic, Bath, 
Brunswick, Freeport, Harpswell, 
Phippsburg, Topsham, West Bath, 
Wiscasset and Woolwich.
 A letter of intent with the name 
of the organization, principal con-
tact person, brief description of 
the proposed project, approximate 
amount of the grant request and 
proof of the organization’s non-
profit status must be submitted to 
grants@mainewomensgivingtree.
org by Nov. 1. For more informa-
tion, go to mainewomensgiving-
tree.org. ⚓

N E W S  B R I E F S

continued from previous page

PROTECT YOURSELF

FLU SHOTS ARE 
MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN EVER.

FREE DRIVE-THRU FLU SHOT CLINICS.
OCTOBER WEEKENDS 

2&3, 9&10, 16&17, 23&24
8AM - 4PM

AT THE MID COAST HOSPITAL PARKVIEW CAMPUS  
329 MAINE STREET, BRUNSWICK, NORTH ENTRANCE 

High dose shots will not be available at the drive-thru clinics. 
For more information and a list of guidelines, visit  

www.midcoasthealth.com/flu.
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 A new state law will establish 
a system to map eelgrass and salt 
marsh vegetation —aquatic plants 
important to the economy and en-
vironment as both “carbon sinks” 
and fish nurseries.
 State Rep. Joyce “Jay” Mc-
Creight, D-Harpswell, introduced 
L.D. 593, “An Act To Restore Reg-
ular Eelgrass Mapping in the State,” 
and shepherded the bill through 
the Legislature. The law takes effect 
in October, although work will not 
start until funding kicks in next 
year.
 “Both resources provide critical 
benefits for our coastal ecosystem,” 
McCreight said in her testimony to 
the Legislature’s Committee on En-
vironment and Natural Resourc-
es. “They have been described as 
carbon ‘sinks’ — powerhouses of 
carbon absorption and storage that 
hold carbon that would otherwise 
be released into the atmosphere, 
helping to mitigate greenhouse gas 
emissions.”
 “They provide critical habitat 
for young aquatic creatures, for-
aging areas and shelter for young 
fish and invertebrates, food for 
migratory waterfowl and spawning 

surfaces for many aquatic species. 
… They also provide a buffer that 
helps mitigate shoreline erosion, 
and protect water quality by filter-
ing polluted runoff and removing 
excess nutrients.”
 The Friends of Casco Bay and 
The Nature Conservancy were 
among several supporters of the 
bill to testify at a public hearing in 
March.
 Eelgrass and salt marsh vegeta-
tion “have a higher capacity to store 
carbon than our forests, although 
they are not as abundant,” said Ivy 
L. Firgnoca, Casco Baykeeper with 
the Friends of Casco Bay.
 “By storing carbon in the near-
shore environment, eelgrass beds 
also buffer against ocean acidi-
fication, which is detrimental to 
Maine’s valuable shellfish,” Firgno-
ca said.
 The effects of development can 
harm eelgrass, as can the invasive 
European green crab. Better known 
as clam predators, the abundant 
crabs also consume eelgrass.
 Rob Wood, director of govern-
ment relations and climate policy 
for The Nature Conservancy in 
Maine, described eelgrass and salt 
marsh as “keystone habitats” that 

“form the foundation of the food 
web along Maine’s coast.”
 “Many sea-run fish that the 
state and The Nature Conservancy 
are working to protect use eelgrass 
beds to aid their transition between 
fresh and salt water,” Wood said.
 Eelgrass, or Zostera marina, 
primarily grows “in shallow, pro-
tected intertidal and subtidal loca-
tions,” the bill says.
 Bailey Island resident Mary 
Ann Nahf was one of multiple lo-
cal advocates to testify. Nahf chairs 
Harpswell’s conservation commis-
sion and its climate resilience im-
plementation task force.
 “The townspeople recognize 

the importance of healthy eelgrass 
beds and coastal marshes,” Nahf 
said. “(They value) the habitat they 
provide, how they act as nurseries 
for baby lobsters and various shell-
fish species and are an indicator of 
clean water.”
 Nahf gave the example of Long 
Marsh, a salt marsh that stretches 
for a mile at the head of Doughty 
Cove and serves as “a significant 
carbon sink” for Harpswell.
 Marine biologist Phil Colarusso 
has studied eelgrass for more than 
30 years.
 “Maine, due to its extensive 
coastline, protected inlets and cold 
water, possesses the greatest acre-

age of eelgrass in New England, but 
its effort to map this important re-
source lags behind all of its neigh-
bors,” Colarusso said in testimony 
to the committee.
 New Hampshire maps its eel-
grass every other year, Massachu-
setts in cycles of three to five years, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island ev-
ery six to seven years, according to 
Colarusso.
 Maine, meanwhile, has mapped 
its entire coast only twice: once 
from 1992-1997 and once from 
2001-2010, according to the 
Friends of Casco Bay. The state 
used oil spill response funds for 
those efforts. Only Casco Bay has 
been mapped since, in 2013 and 
2018.
 “Without funding for mapping, 
Maine is missing critical informa-
tion it needs to protect its valuable 
coastal and marine resources,” said 
Firgnoca, the Casco Baykeeper. 
“Without mapping, Maine cannot 
achieve goals set forth in its climate 
action plan and be resilient to cli-
mate change.”
 For McCreight, it was her sec-
ond attempt to pass the bill. She in-
troduced similar legislation during 

See EELGRASS on Page 22

New law will map eelgrass, both ‘carbon sink’ and fish nursery

Eelgrass absorbs carbon and provides habitat for baby fish and lobsters.
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The traditional ball-
and-chain moorings in use 
throughout Maine damage 
ecologically important eel-
grass beds. In Harpswell, an 
effort is underway to demon-
strate how the replacement of 
these moorings with “conser-
vation” moorings can allow 
eelgrass to regrow.
 The town hopes to obtain 
a $212,239 grant from the 
Maine Natural Resource Con-
servation Program to replace 
20 traditional moorings in 
Curtis Cove, Dipper Cove and 
Stover’s Cove with conserva-
tion moorings. The Board of 
Selectmen approved the grant 
application Sept. 2.
 Conservation moorings 
have proven successful in eel-
grass restoration efforts else-
where in New England, but 
“very little data exists from 
Maine waters,” according to 
the application.
 Scientists have identified 
block-and-chain moorings “as 
one of the significant stressors 
to eelgrass in Casco Bay,” ac-
cording to the application. As 

the chain drags on the bottom, 
it kills eelgrass and creates a 
“mooring scar” within the eel-
grass bed. Data from Portland 
Harbor shows that these bar-
ren areas measure an average 
of 437 square feet each.
 Conservation moorings use 
a helical anchor and tether 
system to eliminate the bot-
tom chain. 
 Projects like Harpswell’s 
“have a high likelihood of suc-
cess because the habitat con-
ditions that support eelgrass 
already exist” and eelgrass 
often regrows in scar areas, 

according to the town’s grant 
application.
 Of Harpswell’s approxi-
mately 2,400 moorings, all 
or nearly all are traditional 
moorings, according to Har-
bor Master Paul Plummer. 
The town “might have a cou-
ple helicals,” he said, but they 
are rare in Maine.
 Harpswell no longer per-
mits new moorings in eelgrass 
beds and, as part of the proj-
ect, plans to propose new reg-
ulations that would prohibit 
the conversion of a conserva-
tion mooring back to a tradi-

tional mooring.
 Eelgrass provides habitat 
for juvenile fish and seques-
ters carbon. The mighty plant 
also filters runoff and protects 
the shoreline from erosion, 
according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.
 The town selected Curtis 
Cove, Dipper Cove and Sto-
ver’s Cove for the project be-
cause they each have abundant 
eelgrass, along with mooring 
scars.
 Curtis Cove and Stover’s 
Cove are on opposite sides of 
Harpswell Neck, on the south-
ern end of the peninsula. Dip-
per Cove is on the northwest 
side of Orr’s Island.
 The town is partnering on 
the project with Stantec Con-
sulting Services Inc., which 
has a dive team with experi-
ence in eelgrass monitoring 
and restoration. Randlett Ma-
rine Services LLC would in-
stall the moorings, then con-
duct annual inspections and 
maintenance.
 The Stantec dive team would 
measure the scars at each po-

tential location. The harbor 
master and Stantec would then 
pick 20 moorings from among 
the 84 in the three coves, pri-
oritizing those with the larg-
est scars and working with 
mooring holders. Installation 
of the conservation moorings 
would take place over a week 
in spring 2022.
 Over the next five years, the 
Stantec divers would measure 
the scars once a year and doc-
ument the eelgrass’s return.
 Of the $212,239 price tag, 
more than half would go to-
ward the purchase and in-
stallation of the conservation 
moorings, with much of the 
rest for annual inspections 
and maintenance, as well as 
annual surveys by the dive 
team.
 The town hopes the project 
can serve as a model for other 
Maine towns.
 “A successful, well-docu-
mented eelgrass restoration 
project will have much broad-
er benefits to eelgrass in 
Maine than just the mooring 
scar areas restored,” the appli-
cation states. ⚓

‘Conservation moorings’ could be a lifeline for eelgrass

An illustration from a presentation to the Harpswell Board of Selectmen 
shows a traditional mooring (left) next to a conservation mooring.

GREAT CARE, EVEN BETTER.

+

Mid Coast-Parkview Health and MaineHealth 
are bringing the most trusted network in northern 

New England to our local community.

� is partnership strengthens care for our patients, 
giving them access to some of the best doctors, 

specialists, and treatments in northern New England 
while still maintaining their local providers. 

We’re excited to join MaineHealth and their vision 
to make our communities the healthiest in America 

for generations to come.

Learn more about the partnership at Mainehealth.org/midcoast
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell has more coastline 
than any municipality in the state, 
at 216 miles, and more moor-
ings too — about 2,400 scattered 
throughout the town’s maze of 
harbors, channels and inlets. The 
abundance of moorings and the 
geography of the town create a 
challenge for Harbor Master Paul 
Plummer, who must keep track 
of them all to avoid conflicts and 
ensure safety.
 Harpswell’s busy waters make 
mooring regulation a priority. 
“With the increasing usage on 
the waterfront, how do you make 
sure it’s being used fairly and 
properly?” Plummer said.
 Anyone who wants a new 
mooring in Harpswell must apply 
to the town clerk’s office. Six areas 
have waitlists for moorings: Beth-
el Point, Cundy’s Harbor, Garri-
son Cove, Lookout Point, Mack-
erel Cove and Potts Harbor. Potts 
Harbor has the longest waitlist, 
with 11 names.
 Once a boater has a mooring, 
they must pay a $50 fee to the 
town each year to register their 
mooring. They must inspect their 
mooring each year and paint 
their registration number on the 
mooring ball “in a legible manner 

with numbers at least 3 inches 
tall,” according to the town’s har-
bor and waterfront ordinance.
 When Plummer started work 
in Harpswell in 2017, he set out 
to map every mooring in town 
and ensure their compliance with 
town rules. In the years since, he 
has found that about a quarter of 
the town’s moorings lack proper 
markings.
 “A mooring in Harpswell wa-
ters shall be considered aban-
doned unless it is currently reg-
istered with the Town and a valid 
permit number is clearly painted 
or burned on the mooring buoy,” 
the ordinance states. When the 
harbor master determines that a 
mooring has been abandoned, “it 
may be removed or dropped” at 
the owner’s expense.
 Last year, Plummer and Dep-
uty Harbor Master Greg Coyne 
examined every mooring in town 
and placed about 600 red warn-
ing stickers on moorings without 
numbers. They did not drop or 
“sink” any moorings, opting to 
give every mooring owner a full 
year to comply with the warning.
 On the water, Plummer uses 
a GPS to mark the location of 
each mooring. Back in his office, 
he marks the location on Google 

Earth with the mooring number 
— if marked — or the warning 
number.
 This year, Plummer and 
Coyne will attempt to examine 
all the moorings again. They will 
place green warning stickers on 
the moorings without numbers. 
Plummer takes a photo of each 
mooring ball to document the vi-
olation and the warning.
 Also this year, they have start-
ed to sink moorings that have 
obviously been abandoned. They 
place a final sticker on the moor-
ing ball, this one yellow. Each 
sticker contains the harbor mas-
ter’s contact information. Then 
they pop the ball and it sinks to 
the bottom. 
 But when a mooring is obvi-
ously in use — even though the 
mooring owner still hasn’t paint-
ed numbers on the ball — “we’re 
going to try to work with people,” 
Plummer said.
 “Sinking the mooring is the 
last thing we want to do, because 
that creates a hardship,” Plummer 
said. The mooring owner may 
need to hire a diver to locate and 
reestablish the mooring.
 More than 90% of owners reg-
ister their moorings. The town 
has 2,250 on the books. But prop-

er marking is crucial.
 Otherwise, “We have no way 
of knowing whether that’s a le-
gal or illegal mooring,” Plummer 
said. He estimates that only 100-
200 moorings are abandoned.
 Plummer hopes word will 
spread of the town’s enforcement 
efforts and boaters will comply 
with the rules before he has to 
sink more moorings.
 “It’s not something I want to 
do, but it’s the ordinance,” he said. 
“It’s what we have to do.”
 He also wants to find a way 
to remove mooring hardware al-
together, rather than sink moor-
ings, which leaves debris on the 
sea floor.
 He plans to apply for a Marine 

Debris Grant from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration that would pay for 
a float with a beam and an elec-
tric winch, which he could use to 
raise moorings and deposit them 
on shore. The town could use the 
float to remove other marine de-
bris, too.
 The town has sought out ma-
rine contractors to perform the 
work, but every local marine con-
tractor either has too much work 
or lacks the necessary insurance.
 Plummer expects to work on 
the project for a couple more 
years before every boater in town 
has registered and labeled their 
mooring, and all the abandoned 
moorings have been removed. ⚓

Worship services: Sunday 10 a.m., 917 Harpswell Neck Road, 833-6026 

Elijah Kellogg 
Church

welcomes all!

For more information about this For more information about this 
historic Congregational church historic Congregational church 

(including available Sunday (including available Sunday 
school and nursery care) and to school and nursery care) and to 
see our upcoming events, go to see our upcoming events, go to 

elijahkelloggchurch.orgelijahkelloggchurch.org

Harpswell has Maine’s most moorings, and someone has to keep track of them all

Harpswell Harbor Master Paul Plummer takes a picture of a mooring ball 
near The Goslings after placing a warning sticker on it. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

Each mooring ball must display the mooring registration number, like this 
one off The Goslings. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

A sticker on a mooring ball warns 
the mooring owner to paint their 
registration number on the ball or risk 
removal of the mooring. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

Seaside Creations
Maine-made gift shop with something for 
everyone. A great place with unique gifts for 
friends, family…and yourself!

Open 10 am - 4 pm 
Thursday - Sunday 

until Columbus Day weekend
Friday - Sunday until October 31st

Betty Robbins
47 Washington Avenue, 

Bailey Island, Maine

207-833-6645
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BY DOUG WAR R EN
 Heading into October, Mainers 
become aware of the changing of the 
seasons. And while the seasons go 
‘round and ‘round, the generosity of 
Harpswell residents toward those in 
need is a constant, even in uncertain 
times.
 That’s why for nearly 25 years, the 
Harpswell Santa Fund has been able to 
make the holidays brighter for many 
local children and has offered a hand 
to those who need help throughout 
the year. Even during a pandemic.
 “When COVID-19 happened, 
money started coming in like crazy,” 
said Evan Weston, president of the 
Santa Fund. “We are fortunate to live 
in a very generous community.”

 And despite all the changes to dai-
ly life, this year is no different.
 “We are asking people to step up 
once again with their time and their 
treasure to help us help our neighbors 
in need,” Weston added.
 The Harpswell Santa Fund was 
started by Roy and Deb Knight after 
a fellow lobsterman lost his life and 
the couple stepped up to bring toys to 
his children at Christmas. The effort 
expanded over the years. Weston, a 
Harpswell Neck Fire and Rescue vol-
unteer, and Gail Hart, a former rescue 
chief with the department, came on 
board to help. Eight years ago, the 
Santa Fund received its 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit status with the legal assis-
tance of attorney John Loyd.

 Since then, the Santa Fund’s out-
reach to the Harpswell community, 
and the help it offers, has continued to 
grow.
 “There are a lot of people in need 
in Harpswell,” said Hart. “They’re just 
very quiet about it.”
 Jodi Wallace is the Santa Fund’s 
treasurer. “A lot of what we do sup-
ports the community well beyond the 
holiday season,” she explained. “This 
has really become a year-round ef-
fort.”
 She said the Santa Fund has pro-
vided headphones and backpacks for 
local schoolchildren and has distrib-
uted grocery gift cards and paid for 
heating oil for residents of Harpswell.
 Weston said that dedicated volun-

teers like Mary Coombs and Shelly 
Wilson play a vital role in allowing the 
Harpswell Santa Fund to fulfill its mis-
sion of “neighbors helping neighbors.”
 “We could use many more just 
like them,” he added. The U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve, through its Toys for 
Tots program, has been a longtime 
supporter of the Santa Fund.
 The Harpswell Anchor, under 
former Editor and Publisher Bob An-
derson, also played a role in collecting 
donations. The new, nonprofit Harp-
swell Anchor, along with local busi-
nesses like The School House 1913 
restaurant and Johnny G’s Sister gift 
shop, are also lending a helping hand.
 “We at the new Harpswell An-
chor are excited to be working with 

the Santa Fund to encourage the 
Harpswell community to participate 
in this important project,” said Janice 
Thompson, the Anchor’s director of 
development and operations. “Both of 
our organizations share a similar pur-
pose: To build a sense of connection 
and support in our town.”
 The Anchor has a link to the 
Harpswell Santa Fund website (harp-
swellsanta.org) and its email address 
(harspwellsantafund2019@gmail.
com) in the Nonprofit Corner of its 
website (harpswellanchor.org).
 Those wishing to support the 
Harpswell Santa Fund with a tax-de-
ductible donation can go to harp-
swellsanta.org and donate via PayPal 
or mail a check to: Harpswell Santa 
Fund, P.O. Box 242, Harpswell, ME 
04079.
 “If you are willing to volunteer 
with this worthy cause, or if you or 
someone you know has had a tough 
time this year, please send a note de-
scribing what is needed to the email 
address or to the P.O. box,” Hart said. 
(All requests and referrals for help are 
kept strictly confidential. If requesting 
for children, please include gender, 
age, clothes needed with sizes and a 
few toy ideas.)
 “We were successful last year, de-
spite all the challenges,” Weston said. 
“We’re looking for people to help 
make the Harpswell Santa Fund even 
better — this year and in the future.” ⚓

Conversation series seeks to promote understanding of working waterfront
BY SUSAN OLCOTT
 Harpswell has over 200 miles of 
coastline. From the long stretch of 
Harpswell Neck to the wiggly ins 
and outs of Quahog Bay, there is 
great variety. Some of the coast drops 
steeply off into the waters of Casco 
Bay, while other parts have gradual, 
shallow, intertidal transitions from 
land to sea. That's just a snippet of the 
natural characteristics of the shore. 
Perhaps just as varied is the human 
component. Some areas of the coast 
are wild and uninhabited. Others are 
crowded with houses. Some stretch-
es have seaside inns and restaurants 
and others waterfront businesses and 
structures like piers and wharves. 
There is no doubt that Harpswell's 
waterfront is complex. The question 
is how best to understand and appre-
ciate its complexity.
 One of the things that makes 
Harpswell truly unique is the work-
ing component of its waterfront. 
Much attention has been given to 
the concept of a working waterfront 
in an attempt to define its character-

istics and highlight its importance 
to communities. In a 2019 report by 
the Maine Coast Fishermen's Asso-
ciation, "The State of Maine's Work-
ing Waterfront," the working water-
front is defined as "a property that 
provides access to the water, such 
as a wharf or pier, and is utilized for 
recreation as well as commercial 
activities." This report looked at wa-
terfront communities from Portland 
to Jonesport in an attempt to iden-
tify what makes these waterfronts 
unique and what the challenges are 
for commercial fishermen trying to 
earn a living there.
 When commercial activities co-
exist with recreational ones, there are 
often complicated questions of ac-
cess and allocation of space along the 
shore. Those involved in commercial 
fishing businesses need space for 
support services like bait, fuel and ice 
along with access for shipping, stor-
age and maintenance for their equip-
ment. All of these are essential pieces 
of a working waterfront.
 One of the issues facing water-

front communities along the Maine 
coast is a shift in demographics. 
Maine is a beautiful place and has at-
tracted many newcomers who want 
to live on its shores. Purchases of and 
improvements to seaside properties 
can make values rise to the point that 
those who work on the water can no 
longer afford to live there. A study by 
NOAA Fisheries, "Social Indicators 
of Gentrification Pressures," iden-
tified Harpswell as a community 
significantly impacted by gentrifica-
tion, for example.
 In order to look specifically at 
Harpswell, the Holbrook Communi-
ty Foundation and the town worked 
with the Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association to create the 2017 re-
port "Beyond the Bow: A Fisheries 
Needs Assessment of Harpswell." 
This report looked at changes in the 
community over time, citing the loss 
of waterfront access and the rising 
costs of fishing as challenges to the 
character of the town. One of the 
key recommendations of the report 
was to address the lack of knowledge 

about fishing heritage that exists in 
the community.
 Several local organizations, along 
with the town, have been seeking 
ways to bridge this knowledge gap. 
To that end, one effort taking place 
this fall is a collaboration among the 
Cundy's Harbor Library, the Maine 
Coast Fishermen's Association, the 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, 
the Holbrook Community Foun-
dation and the Harpswell Anchor, 
with support from the Broad Reach 
Foundation. These groups are host-
ing "Living and Working in a Water-
front Community: A Conversation 
Series," which will include two panel 
presentations with accompanying 
articles in the Anchor. The idea is to 
help build a collective understand-
ing of the components involved in 
being part of a waterfront commu-
nity, to provide information and to 
encourage discussion.
 The first event, "Fishing through 
the Seasons," will be held at the 
HHLT office on Oct. 21 from 
6-7:30 p.m., both in person and via 

Zoom. Representatives from a vari-
ety of fisheries, including shellfish, 
groundfish, lobstering and aquacul-
ture, will discuss what they catch, 
how and when. Monique Coombs, 
of the Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association, will participate in the 
panel and moderate the hourlong 
conversation, which will be followed 
by questions from the audience.
 The second event, "Conversa-
tions From the Fishing Commu-
nity," will be at the Cundy's Harbor 
Community Hall on Nov. 18 from 
6-7:30 p.m. It will be an informal 
storytelling session with members 
of different generations of Harpswell 
fishing families sharing their experi-
ences. The goal of the participating 
organizations is to continue this se-
ries in the spring in order to build a 
shared knowledge and understand-
ing of the working waterfront within 
the Harpswell community.
 For more information or to reg-
ister for either event, contact Julia 
McLeod at HHLT at outreach@
hhlt.org. ⚓

Community’s generosity drives year-round efforts of Harpswell Santa Fund

ATTENTION -- EVERYONE WELCOME
   

Midcoast Humane Vaccination Clinic for Dogs and Cats
Harpswell Town Office

Sunday, November 7, 2021
10:00 am - 12:00 am

Dogs must be on a leash and cats must be in carriers.

Rabies Vaccine: $15.00 * Microchip: $25.00 * Flea and Tick Treatment will be available for purchase.
2022 Dog Licenses will also be available.

Please bring your pet’s most recent rabies vaccination certificate.

Catherine Doughty, Town Clerk/833-5822
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 “None of us wants to kill a 
whale,” Gilley said, and regula-
tors acknowledge that they have 
never attributed a right whale’s 
death to entanglement in Maine 
lobster gear.
 “We have not positively iden-
tified any gear recovered from a 
dead right whale as Maine lob-
ster gear,” NOAA Fisheries says 
on its website. Moreover, it has 
not documented Maine lobster 
gear on a live right whale since 
2004.
 “We would do whatever it 
takes to help them survive, if it 
actually made sense,” Gilley said.
 Since 2017, 13 right whales 
have died from unknown caus-
es, 11 from ship strikes and nine 
from entanglements, according 

to NOAA Fisheries.
 Gary Hawkes captains the 
Family Condition out of Cundy’s 
Harbor and owns a wharf on the 
harbor where he buys lobster 
from about 10 other boats.
 “We’re not out there to kill 
or hurt anything,” Hawkes said. 
“We’re just there to make a liv-
ing.”
 “Lobster is the most sustain-
able fishery on the planet — and 
that’s a fact,” Gilley said.
 The Marine Stewardship 
Council certified Maine lob-
ster as sustainable in 2016, but 
suspended the certification last 
year over concerns about the 
fishery’s impact on right whales.
 Lobstermen point to 
long-standing conservation 
measures, such as minimum and 
maximum size limits, trap limits 
and tail-notching of egg-bearing 
females, as proof of their com-

mitment to sustainability.
 Gilley and Hawkes specu-
late that the government may 
have an ulterior motive for the 
seasonal closure, like pushing 
lobstermen out of the area to 
make room for wind turbines. 
The state’s preferred site for a re-
search array of up to 12 floating 
turbines is near the closure area, 
but a few miles closer to shore.
 While few Harpswell lob-
stermen fish the closure area, 
Hawkes expects to feel an im-
pact as the lobstermen who do 
set traps in that area move their 
gear and create more competi-
tion everywhere else.
 “It’s the trickle-down effect,” 
Hawkes said. “Everybody gets 
affected by this.”
 The new regulations allow 
lobstermen to use “ropeless” 
lobster traps in the closure area 
with a special permit, but Gilley 

views the technology as expen-
sive and unproven.
 Gilley also questioned the 
logic behind changes in gear 
rules.
 “We have to use weaker rope 
to haul more traps,” he said, 
which raises risk in an already 
dangerous profession. If a rope 
snaps, lobstermen could suffer 
injury and lose expensive gear.
 The changes in gear require-
ments will also cost money 
and time. “This is months and 
months of work,” Gilley said.
 Despite the aggravation, cost 
and risk of the new rules, the 
most damage to the lobster in-
dustry may come from future 

tightening of the rules. August’s 
rules aim to reduce risk to the 
North Atlantic right whale by 
60% — but NOAA Fisheries has 
targeted a 98% reduction over 
10 years.
 Gilley, 31, has lobstered since 
the age of 6, when he would haul 
five traps by hand in a skiff given 
to him by his father, also a lob-
sterman. He worries about the 
future of the industry.
 “If it keeps going the way it is, 
it’s making it virtually impossi-
ble,” he said.
 A grant from the Broad Reach  
Foundation supports the Harp-
swell Anchor’s reporting on the 
working waterfront. ⚓

Hodge said the building commit-
tee held 81 meetings before its dis-
solution on Sept. 9, not counting 
numerous public forums and sub-
committee meetings.
 "I remember some short 6 1/2 
years ago, standing on the soccer 
field with a shovel in hand, throw-
ing some dirt to get this project 
started," Hodge said. "It's been a 
long journey."
 The Maine Department of Ed-
ucation approved the construc-
tion of the new school in 2014. 
Construction started in 2018.
 The committee members "had 
one thought and one thought 
in mind only, and that's to make 

sure that every student that steps 
through these doors over the next 
50 years has the opportunity to be-
come the best they can be and live 

their life to their fullest abilities, 
and I believe we've accomplished 
that," Hodge said.
 Chris Hoffman, the current 

principal of Mt. Ararat High 
School, said the building "is ac-
tually the first strictly high school 
building project this district has 
ever undertaken." The old Mt. Ar-
arat High School was built in 1973 
as Mt. Ararat School, for students 
in grades seven through 12.
 "There is immense excitement 
for the beautiful building we now 
have," said Hoffman, who gradu-
ated from Mt. Ararat High School 
in 2003.
 Lucy, the interim superinten-
dent, said that the "state-of-the-
art, 21st-century learning envi-
ronment, equipped with the latest 
technology, enriches the dynamic 
and engaging learning opportuni-
ties offered by our dedicated and 
talented educators."

 "The collaboration, perse-
verance, problem-solving, de-
cision-making and pride in our 
school community represented by 
this project reveal the strengths of 
MSAD 75," Lucy said, adding that 
the new school "will make a differ-
ence in the lives of our students for 
years to come."
 The Mt. Ararat High School 
chamber singers performed the 
national anthem. After the cere-
mony, alumni, parents and other 
community members attended 
presentations on the building's 
sustainability and technology; 
enjoyed refreshments; and toured 
the 153,000-squre-foot school 
with student guides. The festivities 
ended with a football game under 
the lights on the new turf field. ⚓

School
From Page 1

Mt. Ararat High School Principal Chris Hoffman laughs while welcoming at-
tendees to a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new high school. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

*  Expanded coverage of Harpswell news, curated by an 
award-winning editor
  
  *  Free mailing of the newspaper

*  A new website with up-to-date information, calendar 
and a nonprofit corner where our local organizations can 
share press releases in real time

    *  No paywall for the website: past issues, current sto-
ries and calendar items are available for viewing for free

   *  Active Facebook updates
 

 *  Events and information sessions (coming soon)

Here is your new 

 All of this is thanks to your
tax-deductible gifts! 

Consider making a donation today. Make your check out to “Holbrook 
Community Foundation” with “Harpswell Anchor” in the memo. 

Mail to: Harpswell News, PO Box 448, Harpswell, ME  04079
Or make a gift on-line: harpswellanchor.org/donate

Lobstermen
From Page 1

HNPEA (Harpswell Neck Physical Education Association) 
campers draw winning raffle tickets

HNPEA raised $9,500 at their
July 2021 BBQ Fundraiser 
“Let’s Rebuild Together.”

The proceeds will support the 
$144,029 campaign to rebuild

the tennis courts and 
create a pickleball court.

Twenty-two local businesses
helped the cause by providing 

raffle ticket prizes, and food and 
music for the event.

HNPEA thanks the people and 
organizations who contributed!  

Max P. and Emily B. draw the winners of the 
HNPEA fundraiser raffle during

a gathering at Pammy’s Ice Cream Parlor
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cording to the overview.
 "These forests and wetlands 
filter and slow runoff into Qua-
hog Bay, which is vulnerable to 
excess nutrient loading due to its 
shallowness, limited tidal flush-
ing and dense shorefront devel-
opment," the document states.
 The heirs of Anna M. Tondreau 
own the property. An appraiser 
set its value at $1.65 million, but 
the heirs have "a strong desire to 
see this family land conserved 
forever" and offered it to the land 
trust for $500,000, according to 
HHLT. "Their alternative is to sell 
it for development of residences, 
which would aggravate the exces-
sive nutrient loading from which 
Quahog Bay suffers."
 HHLT estimates its total ex-
penses at $560,000, with $40,000 
to support long-term steward-
ship and $20,000 for transaction 
costs. HHLT and the property 
owners signed a purchase-and-
sale agreement on Wednesday, 
Sept. 1.
 The land trust's description of 
the project expands on Quahog 
Bay's vulnerability to develop-

ment.
 The bay's narrow mouth and 
shallowness make for "limited 
tidal flushing," which, in turn, 
leads to warmer waters and "a 
lesser capacity for oxygen."
 The bay saw dense develop-
ment along the water before the 
adoption of shoreland zoning in 
the 1970s. The septic systems for 
those homes send "a significant 
amount of nitrogen" into the bay.
 High nitrogen and low oxygen 
in the bay "adversely affect its wa-
ter quality and the viability of its 
abundant marine resources," the 
overview states.
 Coles called the property "one 
of the largest remaining undevel-
oped pieces in Harpswell" during 
a presentation to the Harpswell 
Board of Selectmen on Thursday, 
Sept. 2.
 The land trust will apply for a 
$265,000 grant from the Maine 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Program to cover more than 
half of the purchase price. Coles 
asked the Board of Selectmen to 
sign a letter of support for the 
grant.
 Board Chair Kevin Johnson, 
who lives on Great Island, wel-
comed the news.
 "I know our shellfish harvest-

ers will be happy to hear about 
this," Johnson said, because pol-
lution from runoff in the area 
keeps them off the clam flats 
much of the time.
 Coles said that "an enormous 
amount of the shorefront of Qua-
hog Bay" is closed to shellfish 
harvesting from May through 
September.
 "This indicates that there's a 
runoff issue from development 
there that contaminates, or po-
tentially contaminates, the shell-
fish for human consumption," 
Coles said. "What we're doing, we 
hope, will prevent that from get-
ting any worse."
 Neighbors of the property ex-
pressed support for the property's 
conservation, along with concern 
about where the land trust will 
build a parking lot. At least some 
of the neighbors want the lot on 
Harpswell Islands Road, rather 
than Tondreau Point Road.
 The land trust's "strong pref-
erence" is to build the parking lot 
on Harpswell Islands Road, Coles 
said, but it does not yet know 
whether it can and will not deter-
mine the location until it finalizes 
the purchase.
 "When we do own the land, 
we're going to conduct a thor-

ough exploration of the alterna-
tives for parking," Coles said. The 
land trust will consult the neigh-
bors as part of that process.
 Jim Ragonese was one of the 
neighbors to speak against a 
parking lot on Tondreau Point 
Road.
 "It's a very, very narrow road," 
Ragonese said. He also expressed 
concern about traffic safety at the 
intersection of Harpswell Islands 
Road and Tondreau Point Road, 
as well as hikers wandering off 
the trails and onto private prop-
erty.
 Another neighbor, Bob 
Dittrich, thanked the family for 
enabling the preservation of the 
land. "I don't know that I would 
be able to make the sacrifice that 
you guys are making and the con-
tribution to the town and to all of 
us," Dittrich said.
 The board voted 3-0 to sign 
the letter of support for the grant 
application, a move met by ap-
plause from the neighbors. 
 The Harpswell Conservation 
Commission will submit a sep-
arate letter of support. The com-
mission considers the property 
high-value conservation land due 
to its location in the Brickyard 
Watershed focus area of the 2009 
Harpswell Open Space Plan. The 
plan mentions the area's fresh-
water wetlands, which protect 
Quahog Bay; and the habitat it 
provides for tidal waterfowl and 
wading birds.
 The purchase-and-sale agree-
ment gives the land trust two 
years to raise the money. "Hope-
fully we'll close in 18 months to 
two years," Coles said.
 Coles expects an answer on 
the $265,000 grant application 
by the end of the year. After the 
land trust submits that applica-
tion, it plans to apply for multiple 
smaller grants, then begin to raise 
funds from individuals. ⚓

Would you like to make a difference in someone’s life?

9 Vicarage Lane, Harpswell, ME  |  (207) 833-5480  |  www.TheVicarageByTheSea.com

WE ARE SEEKING: PSS, CRMA, CNA & ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR

All Shifts

Available:

6a-2p, 2p-10,

10p-6a

• Competitive Wages
• Free CRMA and DCPA certifications
• Pay raise after completion of certifications
• Dental insurance
• Retirement plan
• Vacation time
• Holiday pay
• Year-end bonus

Competitive wages based on position,
experience & credentials.

Experience appreciated, but not required.

You can either call us at 207-833-5480 or email
Johanna Wigg, Ph.D. at jwigg@thevicaragebythesea.com

Join Our Team!
• Operating Foreman
• Dependable Class A or B     
   Truck Drivers
• Septic Technicians
Will Train the Right Person!

Please call us! 207-729-4710 or 207-721-0155
26 Keri Drive, Harpswell, ME 04079

Construction & Septic Services Apply in person at 26 Keri Drive, 
Harpswell or send your resume to 
webberenterprises@outlook.com

Residential Sitework Specialists
• Licensed Septic system Installers • Shoreline Stabilization 
• Ledge Removal-Blast free • Lot Clearing-Tree & Stump Removal 
• Road & Driveway Grading • Foundation Excavation 
• Drainage installation • Utilities Prep • Island work welcome! 
(Barge services available)

Material Deliveries of
Topsoil, Dark bark mulch, Pitch black mulch, Sands, Gravels, 
Crushed stone & ECM.

Septic Services
• Septic tank Cleanings • Holding tank Cleanings 
• Septic System Repairs & Maintenance

Quahog Bay
From Page 1

Going up Workers secure 
a section of tower at George J. 
Mitchell Field in Harpswell on 
Sept. 20. The wireless commu-
nications tower is now expected 
to be complete in mid-October. 
(JERRY KLEPNER PHOTO)
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 The town expects to receive 
$519,000 from the federal gov-
ernment through the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act. Possi-
ble uses for the funds include 
equipment for first responders 
and a study to determine the 
feasibility of building afford-
able housing on town land.
 The federal government re-
stricts the use of funds from 
the $1.9 trillion stimulus pack-
age to five categories, with the 
intent to alleviate the effects of 
the coronavirus pandemic. The 
categories are public health; 
negative economic impacts; 
services to disproportionately 
impacted communities; premi-
um pay; and water, sewer and 
broadband infrastructure.
 The town will receive the 
$519,000 in two payments, 
with the first expected soon. It 
will have until 2024 to decide 
how to use the funds and until 
2026 to spend them.
 The Board of Selectmen 
talked about how to use the 
funds during a workshop on 
Sept. 2.
 Board Chair Kevin John-
son suggested that the town 
use some of the funds to study 
the feasibility of affordable 
housing development on town 
land. He compared the idea to 
Hamilton Place, a community 
of single-family homes devel-
oped by the Greater Brunswick 
Housing Corp. on Harpswell 
Neck.
 Johnson said he “can’t even 

describe” the pandemic’s im-
pact on housing costs in Harp-
swell.
 He said some of the money 
could go toward surveys and 
examining the possibility of 
shared sewer and water sys-
tems for a development. The 
town could consider “a com-
bination of families and senior 
housing,” he said.
 Selectman Jane Covey sug-
gested that the town spend 
some of the federal funds on 
affordable access to high-
speed internet service. She 
wants to help two groups: res-
idents who have the option to 
sign up for high-speed inter-
net, but cannot afford it; and 
residents who, because they 
have long driveways or live on 
private roads, need assistance 
to extend cable to their homes.
 Benjamin Wallace Jr., fire 
chief for both the Cundy’s 

Harbor Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and the Orr’s and Bailey 
Islands Fire Department, asked 
the selectmen to consider buy-

ing a Lucas 3 chest compres-
sion system for each of Harp-
swell’s three independent fire 
departments. The devices help 
first responders perform CPR.
 “Whenever we have a car-
diac arrest, it’s an all-hands-
on-deck kind of call,” Wallace 
said. “It’s just like a structure 
fire for us. We call everybody 
out, because it takes a lot of 
hands to do quality CPR.”
 First responders will per-
form CPR for 20 minutes to an 
hour. “Sixty minutes in a situa-
tion where you need anywhere 
from eight to 10 people in a 
confined environment where 
you have potential COVID 
germs in the space is a very 
high risk for us,” Wallace said. 
The Lucas device would reduce 
the number of people needed.
 OBIFD used private funds 
to buy one of the devices for 
$17,291.78, “because we felt 

that it was extremely import-
ant for the safety of our first 
responders,” Wallace said. The 
Cundy’s Harbor department 
doesn’t have money to buy a 
device.
 Wallace suggested that the 
town use federal funds to re-
imburse OBIFD for its Lucas 
device and buy two more: one 
for the Cundy’s Harbor depart-
ment and one for Harpswell 
Neck Fire and Rescue.
 Lt. Paul Kittle, also of 
OBIFD, suggested that the 
town buy personal protective 
equipment for the private fire 
departments.
 The town plans to solicit 
public comment on the use of 
the funds. Any use of the funds 
is subject to a vote at town 
meeting — either the annual 
town meeting in March or a 
special town meeting at anoth-
er time. ⚓

CPR devices, housing study among possible uses for federal funds

Scott Holowach, assistant fire chief 
of the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department, demonstrates the 
department’s new Lucas 3 chest 
compression device. (PAM BERRY PHOTO)

ATTENTION HARPSWELL VOTERS
   

REFERENDUM ELECTION
Tuesday November 2, 2021

Voting Location (for ALL voters):
Harpswell Community School

308 Harpswell Islands Road

Absentee ballots are now available at the Town Clerk’s Offi  ce
Th e deadline for requesting absentee ballots is the 

close of business on Th ursday, October 28, 2021, unless special circumstances exist.

Catherine Doughty, Town Clerk / 833-5822
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BY LORI VALIGRA, 
BANGOR DAILY NEWS
 A Harpswell company using ar-
tificial intelligence to analyze player 
performance in esports competi-
tions is one of 10 startups chosen for 
a new accelerator program aimed 
at boosting Maine’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.
 The Roux Institute Techstars Ac-
celerator said Tuesday, Sept. 14 that 
it had chosen Omnic Data, eight 
other U.S. companies and one from 
Chile. The companies were picked 
from a field of hundreds of teams 
that applied for the 13-week pro-
gram at which they can refine their 
business models and interact with 
other entrepreneurs, institute facul-
ty and potential investors.
 The accelerator, which started 
operations Monday, Sept. 13, is a 
collaboration between the Roux 
Institute at Northeastern University, 
a Portland-based graduate school 
and research center; and Techstars, 
a Colorado-based startup accelera-
tor with more than 24 locations. The 

Portland accelerator is the second in 
New England after Boston.
 “Our goal is that these compa-
nies build a deeper relationship 
with the state, the Roux Institute 
and Northeastern and they keep 
a portion of their team here,” said 
Chris Wolfel, the institute’s director 
of entrepreneurship.
 Techstars invests in companies 
that go through the program and 
owns a small percentage of com-
mon stock, said Lars Perkins, man-
aging director for the Roux Institute 
Techstars Accelerator. The aim is to 
attract companies at an early stage 
that will readily accept mentorship.
 For Shaun Meredith, co-found-
er of Omnic, that means using 
the accelerator to attract aspiring 
gamers, including college students. 
The fast-growing esports market is 
valued at more than $1 billion, ac-
cording to Statistica. That market is 
currently dominated by semipro-
fessional and professional players 
who can make several hundred 
thousand dollars each per season 

and millions as a team, plus en-
dorsements. That makes upping 
one’s game a must for players, Mer-
edith said.
 “But no one knew what to 
measure,” he said. That’s why 
he co-founded the company 18 
months ago.
 Omnic’s service uses machine 
learning and computer vision to an-
alyze players’ movements so it can 
tell them, for example, if moving 
their play a bit to the right would 
give them a better chance of win-
ning. The Roux Institute focuses 
on teaching artificial intelligence, 
so Meredith hopes contacts made 
at the accelerator will help him tap 
workforce talent in the future.
 He also expects to find some 
synergies with other accelerator 
companies, such as Breathing.ai, 
a New York startup with a prod-
uct that helps people interact in a 
healthier way with their computer.
 “There’s a lot of burnout in es-
ports,” Meredith said.
 The Roux Institute announced 

its opening with great fanfare in 
January 2021, saying it would invest 
$100 million and attract up to 4,000 
students to become an innovation 
hub for the state. The Harold Alfond 
Foundation kicked in another $100 
million, $63 million of which will be 
used for scholarships over the next 
decade. The institute recently said 
it is buying the iconic B&M Baked 
Beans factory near Interstate 295 in 
Portland for its new campus.
 The accelerator program will 

end on Dec. 9, when companies will 
pitch their businesses to communi-
ty members, mentors and potential 
investors. Among the other compa-
nies are those focused on simplify-
ing child care, making medical bill-
ing easier, improving data-capture 
tools for patient care and reinvent-
ing how people pay rent.
 This article appears through a 
news-sharing agreement between the 
Harpswell Anchor and the Bangor 
Daily News. ⚓

The Cribstone Bridge
Collection

The distinct crisscrossed design of Harpswell’s Cribstone Bridge allows the ebbs and flows of the ocean to pass through without compromise to 
its structure. Made from local granite and using no adhesives, this unique and ingenious design embraces both strength and permeability.

It is in this spirit that we designed our Cribstone Collection of jewelry pieces; a tribute to the power of nature met with the 
creativity of humanity. We think you will agree both the iconic bridge and our collection are treasures to be truly appreciated.

Explore our full collection online and in person in Brunswick, ME.

For A Life Worth Celebrating
keithfieldgoldsmith.com

Harpswell esports startup gets hotly contested 
slot in Portland institute’s new tech accelerator

Volunteers honored Christine Donovan-Hall, president of the 
Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire Department, presents plaques to former Treasur-
er Paul Stoler (left) and former President Bob Garver during OBIFD’s annual 
recognition event on Sept. 12. The department also honored former Vice Pres-
ident Mary Morgan and former bookkeeper Vernice Boyce. (PAM BERRY PHOTO)
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BY DON WESTFALL
HARPSWELL INVASIVE 
PLANT PARTNERSHIP
 Harpswell is justly proud of 
the spirit of volunteerism ex-
hibited by its residents, both 
year-round and seasonal. Even 
so, it's sometimes hard to mus-
ter the needed "person power" 
to do what needs to be done.
 Late last month, three 
groups that had not worked 
together before brought that 
necessary energy to a proj-
ect on Devil's Back Trail. The 
town lands committee, the 
Harpswell Invasive Plant Part-
nership and Bowdoin College 
worked together to restore and 
improve trails that the public 
has used heavily during the 
pandemic.
 The winding trails at Devil's 
Back stretch through some 36 
acres of woods and shore along 
both sides of Harpswell Islands 
Road at the Orr's Island end of 
the bridge from Great Island. 
The large network of trails is 
maintained by the town lands 
committee.
 Ken Oehmig, a committee 
member and steward for Dev-
il's Back, needed help with trail 
work. Visitors had strayed from 
the established trails through 
the eastern section of the area, 
a problem that, if left unad-
dressed, could lead to signif-
icant environmental damage. 
Oehmig wanted to post signs 
and add barriers to encourage 
hikers to stay on the trail. Find-
ing the labor posed a problem, 
however.
 As part of their commit-
ment to limiting the spread of 
invasive plants on public lands, 
representatives of HIPP re-
cently surveyed Devil's Back to 
determine the extent of infes-
tation by invasive plants, such 
as shrub honeysuckle, bitter-
sweet and multiflora rose. The 
reviewers found little evidence 
of invasives on the east side of 
Harpswell Islands Road and on 
the northern part of the west 
side.
 The southwest section of 
trails told a different story. 
Barberry, honeysuckle and 
multiflora rose showed up in 
several areas. HIPP members 
entered the GPS locations into 
iMap, a database used by the 
state to track the spread of in-
vasive plants. Knowing where 
the problems are is helpful, but 

it takes a work crew to remove 
the intruders.
 Each fall, with the exception 
of last year's pandemic-con-
strained semester, Bowdoin 
College offers first-year stu-
dents a pre-orientation pro-
gram as part of a transition to 
college life. The activities allow 
students in small groups to ex-
plore new interests or hone ex-
isting skills. The Outing Club 
sponsors weeklong wilderness 
exploration trips, and the McK-
een Center for the Common 
Good offers a range of service 
opportunities in the Midcoast 
to foster relationships with lo-
cal communities.
 Oehmig contacted the McK-
een Center to see if three or 
four students might be inter-
ested in doing some trail work 
at Devil's Back. He learned that 
a group of students staying 
at Bowdoin’s Schiller Coast-
al Studies Center on Orr’s Is-
land, just across Long Cove 
from Devil's Back, had one free 
morning after working all week 
on environmental projects in 
other parts of the Midcoast.
 Eleven students was more 
than Oehmig needed, but HIPP 
had plenty of work to occupy 
the others.
 On a Saturday morning at 
the end of August, a white Bow-
doin van carrying 10 first-year 
Polar Bears and their driver, a 
junior, pulled into the Devil's 
Back parking lot. About half 
the group was from Southern 
Maine. Others came from New 
York City, California, Austra-
lia, Thailand and the United 
Arab Emirates.
 After hearing about the 
tasks at hand, they broke into 
two groups. Four went with 
Oehmig to the east side with 
posthole diggers, shovels and 
a long, heavy steel bar suitable 
for attacking the famous Harp-
swell ledge to install signposts.
 Jeff Stann, a member of the 
town lands committee and a 
founder of HIPP, briefed the 
others on why invasive plants 
are an environmental and 
economic threat. Then they 
marched off into the woods 
carrying clippers, loppers and 
shovels.
 A few hours later, back in 
the parking lot, some tired but 
rather pleased students talk-
ed enthusiastically about what 
they had accomplished. The 

HIPP group dug up and bagged 
a couple of deep-rooted thorny 
barberry. They also removed 
several large clusters of multi-
flora rose, roots and all. On the 
east side, Oehmig's team broke 
up rock, put in three posts for 
future signs and moved logs to 
better define the trails.
 It was a winning combina-
tion. The town of Harpswell 
received needed improvements 
to an important trail. Invasive 
plants that might have spread 
further were cut back, thanks 
to the strong young backs of an 
international group of Bowdo-
in first-years, and the students 
learned a little about the town 
next door.
 Before climbing into the 
van for the ride to campus and 
the beginning of “the best four 
years of their lives,” a few stu-
dents asked how they could 
volunteer again in Harpswell. 
Stann gave them his card. ⚓

Devil’s Back benefits from efforts of Bowdoin students, local volunteers

Prayer and Well-being
A SPIRITUAL ADVENTURE

Explore pragmatic faith 
rooted in a spiritual 
understanding of God and 
unconditional love. There’s 
no greater adventure! 

A talk on Christian Science

Location

Contact

Nate Frederick, CS
Christian Science practitioner

Member of the Christian 
Science Board of Lectureship

Sponsored by

Saturday, October 16
2:00pm

First Church of Christ, Scientist
288-1/2 Maine Street
Brunswick ME

207 729 0317
www.ChristianScienceBrunswick.org

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Brunswick, ME

Parking in rear of church off Magean St

Bowdoin College students remove invasive plants from the Devil’s Back Trail 
Area on Orr’s Island.
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BY JULIA MCLEOD
OUTREACH DIRECTOR, 
HARPSWELL HERITAGE LAND 
TRUST
 Harpswell Heritage Land Trust’s 
Nature Day Camp ran uninterrupt-
ed for 22 years, until COVID-19 
struck and the land trust made 
the difficult decision to cancel its 
camps in 2020. When the camp re-
turned in 2021, it was to very high 
demand from families for outdoor 
fun and normalcy.
 The 2021 camp season was full 
of joy and enthusiasm for nature, 
friendship and exploration. Camp-
ers aged 3-12 spent their days wad-
ing in the water, catching critters 
in tide pools, making new friends, 
creating art, playing games and 
much more.
 Camp happens at a different 
location every day, so campers 
have the opportunity to experience 
Harpswell’s meadows, tide pools, 
mud flats and forests. Seasoned 
educators introduced activities and 
games, guided children through 
discovery of nature and stepped 
back to allow friendships and 
imagination to flourish.
 A total of 171 children and five 
junior counselors participated in 
Nature Day Camp in 2021. Twelve 
weeklong sessions were offered 
in July and August — six for pre-
school-age and six for elementary 
school-age children. New and re-
turning campers mixed, exploring 
Harpswell’s shoreline, fields and 
forests.
 “Amelia’s happiest self easily 
emerges when we combine time 
outside and time with friends. As 

she described her favorite camp 
game, ‘drip, drip, drop,’ and advised 
me how best to move across the 
mud flats without getting stuck, I 
knew Harpswell Nature Day Camp 
had scratched her itch,” said camp 
parent and Harpswell resident 
Jenny Bolton. “Especially in a year 
saturated with anxiety and social 
isolation, a fun, safe time in the 
mud with friends was exactly what 
she needed. Thanks for inviting our 
happy girl to come out and play!”
 Camp registration, as usual, 
opened in March of this year on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
But the hundreds of parents and 
grandparents rushing to fill out the 
online registration within the first 
few minutes crashed the HHLT 
website. Emails flooded in. It be-
came clear how much camp meant 
to families, this year in particular. 
It was an experience that families 
craved — togetherness, fun and 
normalcy after a school year of un-
certainty and disruption.
 The website crash led the non-
profit land trust to rethink camp, to 
expand its offerings from eight to 
12 sessions and to switch to a lot-
tery system for registration. Even 
with the expansion, the demand 
for spots outweighed supply and a 
waiting list queued up immediately. 
In the end, the waiting list grew to 
include 123 children, 35 of whom 
were ultimately able to attend.
 To make camp safe for campers 
and staff this summer, HHLT con-
sulted with local pediatrician Dr. 
Deb Hagler to develop a COVID-19 
policy for camp. Families were 
responsible for daily symptom 

checks and campers were required 
to get tested for COVID-19 if they 
exhibited symptoms. Campers 
were not required to wear masks, 
as the camp is entirely outdoors. 
During 12 sessions of camp, there 
wasn’t a single positive case or ex-
posure to COVID-19.
 Camp families came away from 
the summer enthusiastic about the 
experience and looking forward to 
next year.
 “We were so grateful to have 
the kids return to nature camp this 
summer. We live in Harpswell and 
love having a local camp that pro-
vides an experience in the special 
areas the town has to offer,” said 
camp parent Ashley Coulon. “This 
was our third year attending the 
camp and the first when all three of 
our kiddos were able to participate. 
Highlights from the year for our 
kids were exploring the seashore 
and seeing a baby lobster and other 
sea creatures. We look forward to 
next year!”
 Another parent wrote: “In his 
own words, he thought it was 
‘awesome.’” ⚓

(207) 725-9802
lbretondesign@gmail.com

www.lynettebretondesign.com

SPOON CARVING with Lynette Breton

Creating beautiful wooden ware with one’s own hands can be an intoxicating endeavor.  
With the use of hand tools to craft a useful kitchen utensil, these one-day Saturday classes 

will have you walking away with a completed project, ready to be used in your kitchen.

Still room in 9/16 and 9/30 classes. Check website or call for more details.

Brunswick Test Prep Tutoring
Holly Apicella

Hollyapicella@gmail.com
(207) 408-3541

* Individualized academic  
    and test prep tutoring 
   (act/sat/gre/ap)

* on-line or in person

Excellent Local
References!

Acrylic Painting, Mandala Workshops, 
Gilding and Decorative Painting

New Painting Classes Starting Soon!

All levels welcome
Classes start Oct.13 2021, 6-week sessions

For more info: www.nancygrice.com or nancygrice@mac.com 

Island Well Studio
 Great Island Harpswell, ME

HHLT’s Nature Day Camp makes successful return

Ryan Coulon holds a baby lobster found while exploring tide pools at Potts 
Point Preserve during Nature Day Camp this summer. (JULIA MCLEOD PHOTO)

Northern Energy Services LLC of Maine is your locally 
owned business for residential energy assessments, insulation, 
air sealing and performance upgrades such as heat pumps 
throughout central, southern, and parts of western Maine. See 
an example of our work at Uncle Pete’s Community Market.

northernenergyservicesllc.com
(207) 653-8538
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BY SAM W. ALEXANDER
 Sunday, May 15, 1859: Fair. 
Planted 900 hills of potatoes.
 Monday, May 16, 1859: 
Pleasant. Planted 1,400 hills of 
potatoes.
 Tuesday, May 17, 1859: 
Thick. Launched the wherry. 
Father and Mother went to 
Brunswick.

 We see from the foregoing 
entries that our boy Joe is no 
stranger to long, hard work. 
In my prime, I don’t think I 
could have planted 2,300 hills 
of potatoes in four days, let 
alone two days. This feat is 
even more remarkable when 
we realize Joseph is 15 years 
old.

 On Tuesday morning Jo-
seph launches the wherry, a 
light rowing craft which he 
had built himself to hunt wa-
terfowl, go fishing, and simply 
for transportation.
 We also can see that Joseph 
is an accomplished wood-
worker, having built the wher-
ry previously; later on we will 
find him making wheels for 
carriages and ox carts.
 We may assume that the 
idea of launching the wherry 
came from Father and Mother 
as a way to allow Joseph some 
recreation and diversion from 
his prodigious planting and as 
a way of thanking him for all 
his hard work before they left 
for Brunswick.
 Joseph Dunning Alexan-

der was the second child of 
William and Betsy Dunning 
Alexander. He was born Oct. 
7, 1844 and died Sept. 8, 1865 
at the age of 20 years and 11 
months. Joseph was a cousin 
and good friend of Benjamin 
Dunning and their letters to 
each other during the Civil 
War are remarkable. Tragi-
cally, Joseph and his brother 
George, three years younger, 
died within one day of each 
other in 1865. More about Jo-
seph, Benjamin and their fam-
ilies in later writings.
 Born nearly a century lat-
er in 1943, my childhood at 
Sunset Hill Farm in Harpswell 
with my brother David was 
similar to Joseph's, although 
we certainly didn't work as 

hard. We had no electricity un-
til 1952. We heated with wood. 
We milked cows and kept live-
stock. My brother and I helped 
our father cut and stack 10 or 
12 cords of pulp wood each 
winter to sell to Pejepscot Pa-
per Co. and then used the pro-
ceeds to pay the farm taxes.
 Summers were spent hoe-
ing the garden, haying, swim-
ming at the shore, roaming 
around on bikes, and playing 
baseball.
 We pursued an active and 
rigorous life. One hundred 
years earlier, Joseph had set 
the ultimate "work ethic" stan-
dard.
 Sam W. Alexander is Joseph 
D. Alexander's great-nephew. 
He lives on Harpswell Neck. ⚓

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
https://fishmoonyoga.com

Gift basket delivery
Wine Beer Cheese Chocolate

Black Sheep Wine and Beer Shop

105 Mountain Road
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-725-9284
www.blacksheepwine.com

Thinking in Public: The old man and the Scout

BY BUTCH LAWSON 
 We sat in the old Scout, the 
engine idling smoothly for a 
change, waiting for a break 
in the traffic. The old man, 
tan and lean, one hand on the 
steering wheel, spat through his 
open window and slowly said, 
“I don't think these fools know 
this road is a dead end.” He 
coughed and spat again as the 

next in a line of cars came over 
the hill and into view. Fishing 
his Zippo out of his pocket, he 
re-lit his pipe and quietly wait-
ed.
 “I ought to get this exhaust 
fixed someday,” he said. Leav-
ing the cab windows open was a 
temporary but useful option in 
the meantime.
 We had been at this stop 
sign only 15 or 20 seconds, 
waiting for an opportunity to 
turn right. Where I lived at that 
time, three states away, this lit-
tle wait was nothing. At home 
one could make a sandwich, 
eat it, bust open a beer and, 
munching on a bag of Cheetos, 
listen to the entire Side 1 of the 
Beatles’ "White Album" on the 
cassette player in my Ranch 
Wagon while waiting for the 

light at the end of my street to 
change.
 “Maybe the town ought to 
put up a 'dead end' sign on the 
bridge," I offered.
 “I’ll help if they want to blow 
it up,” he said.
 “The sign?”
 “No, the bridge.”
 The big knuckles on the 
steering wheel had gone white 
and I wondered if he was seri-
ous. He looked across me for 
oncoming traffic, looked to his 
left and saw an opening, and 
we slipped onto the main road, 
making a leisurely trip to the 
candy store.
 As we crested the hill by the 
tower, I pulled down the sun 
visor on my side and as I did, 
two Hershey bars (no nuts) fell 
down on my lap. He looked at 

me and laughed and said, “For 
emergencies.” He explained 
that the work crew on his job 
had nailed his candy bar stash 
to the wall of the building, so he 
had taken to hiding some here 
and there. I knew well not to 
mess with his candy stash and 
put the two bars on the seat 
between us. By this time, the 
old man had been sober for 10 
years and Hershey bars were 
still his substitute for booze. 
They always would be.
 At the candy store he would 
not find Hershey bars. No, 
something more delicious could 
be had in this place. Among all 
the choices in the store, there 
was one that he coveted. It was a 
wondrous chocolate experience 
like I had never before encoun-
tered: dark chocolate-covered 

fudge. The fudge by itself was 
enough to make me weep, but 
this concoction was very near-
ly a religious experience and I 
have no doubt that there was 
divine guidance in the making 
of this sweet, dark-brown won-
der. For the old man, there was 
nothing more satisfying, more 
welcomed, more deserved than 
a few pieces of chocolate-cov-
ered fudge when he found a 
quiet moment to relax.
 They’re all gone now: the 
fudge, the Scout and the old 
man. But I can still smell his 
pipe, his chocolate, the exhaust 
in the cab of the Scout. And I’m 
pretty sure he’ll get even with 
the guys who nailed his Her-
shey bars to the wall.
 Butch Lawson lives on Bailey 
Island and is an observer of life. ⚓

Notes From a Mad Farmer: The ultimate work ethic
Excerpts from and commentary on the diary of Joseph D. Alexander, 1859-1864

Kenney Landscaping

Terence and Julie Kenney
207-729-1461
harpswell.landscaping@gmail.com
Family owned and operated since 1972

Fully insured, DEP certifi ed, BBB accredited

We are now seeking 
online ads

For special rates and more details, see 
harpswellanchor.org/advertise or contact Janice at 

janice@harpswellanchor.org or (207) 504-4428
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BY ROBIN CASEY
 Fall foliage: While the summer’s 
warmth is fading, boats have been 
hauled onto shore, and jackets have 
been retrieved from closets, there 
are still grand adventures to be 
had in beautiful Harpswell and its 
surrounds. Exploring Harpswell’s 
beaches, trails and forests remains 
a magical experience during the 
fall, so pick up a Harpswell guide at 
town hall or online at tinyurl.com/
yvawxrjd and get out there as often 
as you can before the snow arrives!
 Admittedly, there is also much 
autumn beauty to be found beyond 
Harpswell’s borders, if you are will-
ing to drive a bit and your young-
er passenger(s) can be distracted 
from continually asking, “Are we 
there yet?” Cool as a Moose, Target 
and other stores have inexpensive 
driving games for kids. Older kids 
can “compete” with each other by 
counting out-of-state license plates.
 Hopefully, the lure of pumpkin 
or apple picking will make a longer 
drive appealing to all. Helpful infor-
mation and recommended drives 
to see the fall foliage can be found 
at tinyurl.com/3ks9vyy7 or tinyurl.
com/n8j56bm2, and you can sub-
scribe to weekly reports on the first 
site.
 If it’s October, it must be time 
for picking pumpkins and apples! 
Kids love picking their own pump-
kins and apples and many pumpkin 
farms offer additional fun things, 
including hayrides, corn maz-
es, apple cider tasting and baked 
goods. To find the pumpkin and 
apple farms closest to Harpswell 
and see what other fun adven-
tures they offer, check out tinyurl.
com/3c3zw8rs.
 And speaking of pumpkins, the 
Damariscotta Pumpkinfest will be 
held Oct. 8-11 this year. If you’ve 
never gone to Pumpkinfest, you’ve 
missed a very special experience. 
Giant — and I mean GIANT — 
pumpkins that have been painted 
and decorated by local artists are 
placed all along Main Street. This 
year, due to COVID-19, other fes-
tival events won’t be held, but the 
giant pumpkins are still the main 
event and the town itself has charm-
ing stores and good restaurants. See 
mainepumpkinfest.com.
 Another fun fall experience 
for families is visiting a corn 
maze. There are many corn maz-
es in Maine, but the one closest to 
Harpswell is at Pineland Farms in 
New Gloucester, only a 45-min-
ute drive away. It’s open until Oct. 
31. Pre-registration is required: ti-

nyurl.com/ybnzn38n. If you want 
to make a day of it, check out their 
calendar for other fun things to do 
there.
 Midcoast Maine Rocks: Paint-
ing rocks with children and grand-
children is a time-honored tradi-
tion in Maine. Whether you use 
acrylic paint, markers, crayons or 
Sharpies, you and your grands can 
create rock art they can take home, 
or perhaps hide for someone else to 
find.
 A friend told me about a Face-
book group called Midcoast Maine 
Rocks, where people post pictures 
of painted rocks they find. The site 
urges rock hiders to decorate (and 
then seal) their rocks to brighten 
someone’s day, and to include a note 
on the back of each rock to “post a 
picture to the Facebook page Mid-
coast Maine Rocks.” Remember, no 
rock hiding on private property or 
in state or national parks.
 Escape Room Brunswick offers 
a variety of indoor one-hour ad-
ventures designed to solve a mys-
tery using puzzles, clues and prob-
lem-solving skills. Each adventure 
is limited to small groups of six to 
eight people. While most of the 
adventures are for ages 13 and up, 
there is one for ages 6 and up. I have 
not personally been there but want 
to go next time my grands visit. 
They have COVID-19 protocols in 
place. For details and home games 
you can download, see escaper-
oombrunswick.com.
 Please send me your suggestions 
for fun winter family activities so I 
can include them in my December 
column. Email robinacasey@gmail.
com. ⚓

Grand Adventures: Autumn brings foliage, pumpkins and a corn maze

NatDIgsDIrt.com

STATE CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER

GRAVEL ROADS & GRADING
EROSION CONTROL

Want Your Paper 
Delivered to a 

Different Address
This Winter? 
Contact Janice at:

janice@harpswellanchor.org
(207) 504-4428

This service is brought to you by tax-deductible 
gifts. Donate today! 

harpswellanchor.org/donate

Campfires are a favorite activity in fall. (ROBIN CASEY PHOTO)

207-607-6666

Call us for your fall needs: dock work, seasonal clean-up

We also provide these year-round services:
patios * walkways * retaining walls 

landscape design * full lawn maintenance  
plowing * sanding * new house construction

remodelling * repairs to existing homes * decks
* seawalls * wharves and floats
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BY HANNAH CAMPBELL
 While doing research for my 
book, “The History of the Drift-
wood Inn on Bailey Island,” the 
Maine Historical Society and 
Curtis Memorial Library re-
ferred me to the digital archives 
of the Casco Bay Breeze.
 The paper dates back to 1901; 
unfortunately, all editions from 
1910 through Aug. 24, 1912 are 
missing from the Breeze micro-
film. The Casco Bay Breeze was 
published by Crowley & Lunt, of 
Portland.
 The Breeze provides us with a 
time capsule of goings-on around 
Chebeague, Peaks, Littlejohn, 
Cousins, Long, Cliff and Bai-
ley islands, as well as Orr’s and 
Harpswell. Most likely, Breeze 
reporters traveled via steamship 
from Portland to interview is-
landers, business owners and 
tourists about their interests and 
activities before returning their 
reports for publication.
 It was a summer paper that 
provided news for residents and 
visitors alike at a cost of 5 cents 
per eight-page issue, and includ-
ed news of social gatherings, 
visitors and festivities, as well as 

controversies of the islands, po-
etry and numerous ads.
 It is a treasure trove, a real 
look into the past that shows us 
what folks did back then, in sim-
pler times, to have fun on vaca-
tion, and the friendships devel-
oped between summer visitors 
and islanders.
 There are 57 listings of news 
from the Driftwood Inn. Here 
are a few excerpts:
 Aug. 1, 1912: “The time is 
passing most delightfully for the 
guests at this charming establish-
ment, with sailing trips, card par-
ties, informal gatherings of every 
description … to pass the sum-
mer months and all the visitors 
are enjoying themselves more 
than ever before as partakers of 
Mrs. Gulliver’s bountiful hospi-
tality.”

 

July 22, 1915: “Clam bakes and 
picnics have been undertaken 
whenever the weather permitted. 
Mrs. Gulliver is planning several 
social functions for her guests, 
amongst which will be several 
concerts and possibly one or two 
dances. Many guests went in cos-
tume to the masquerade ball at 
Library Hall with Miss Davis as 
the Queen of Hearts, Mr. Bryant 
as Knave of Diamonds and Mrs. 
Puron as a Spanish Lady.”
 Aug. 5, 1915: “A very clever 
scheme has been evolved by Mrs. 
Bradley and Miss N.E. Dorsey 
of Baltimore, (Maryland), who 
are popular guests at this house. 
They hired a small but very at-
tractive bungalow through the 
Sinnett agency, not far from the 
hotel, which they have converted 
into a delightful pleasure house. 
In the afternoons, the ladies give 
many charming teas to friends 
and visitors of the hotel.”
 “The various and frequent 
storms stirred up a tremendous 

surf in the ocean and made it roar 
and foam along the entire island 
coast. We all know how beautiful 
the phosphorescent animal life is 
when disturbed so that it gives a 
soft, green light. This glow does 
not have the effect upon the ob-
server … intended by the small 
animal forms, but gives them a 
wonderful sight that few guests 
of other islands can enjoy.”
 Aug. 12, 1915: “Guests have 
organized games of auction, 
bridge, Whist, Five Hundred, 
hearts, Making Words and Tak-
ing Words and other card de-
lights, as well as checkers and 
the like. Evenings at this popu-
lar house are delightfully spent 
listening to Mrs. Gulliver’s fine 
record collection on her Victro-
la. A surpassing table, a superb 
view, congenial companions and 
excellence of management are 
the reasons for the Driftwood’s 
success.”
 Aug. 17, 1916: “The latest fad 
here is getting enormous collec-

tions of sea urchins. Already the 
collections are bursting and it is 
quite possible that if it keeps up, 
all vestiges of sea urchins will 
disappear from Bailey’s. Hunting 
butterflies is now one of the chief 
occupations of the residents and 
many beautiful varieties are be-
ing caught and catalogued.”
 In September 2021, guests 
still vacation at the Driftwood 
Inn, the longest-operating inn 
on Bailey Island. They sit on the 
same porch, resting in rocking 
chairs and reading or gazing at 
the ocean.
 Would that those guests inter-
viewed and quoted in the Casco 
Bay Breeze over 115 years ago 
could know that today, they have 
come to life again for us via a 
website. If I had one wish, some-
one with a philanthropic heart 
would create a book of the Cas-
co Bay Breeze, great for summer 
reading.
 Find the Casco Bay Breeze ar-
chives at digitalmaine.com/cas-
co_bay_breeze.
 Hannah Campbell and her 
family have vacationed at the 
Driftwood Inn for 34 years. 
Her most recent published 
work, the poem “Kiss Me on 
the Cribstone Bridge,” appears 
in “Glimpses of Harpswell Past 
and Present: Stories Celebrat-
ing Maine’s Bicentennial.” ⚓
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BY KATE WILLEFORD
 The hot flames were lapping up 
the kitchen cabinets and starting 
to touch the ceiling. Heat could be 
felt on my face as I tried to put out 
the grease fire — how did my son’s 
wings recipe go wrong so quickly? 
Split-second decisions at night, after 
a tiring day, became critical as I tried 
to protect my kids and our home. I 
wish I could say I calmly remem-
bered exactly what to do, but no, I 
panicked trying to recall even basic 
things. “Is it water you use to put it 
out? Is the fire extinguisher under the 
sink even intended for grease fires?”
 Luckily, though we made a few 
mistakes, we survived the fire with 
only some burns on my son’s leg, but 
I’ve never been as scared as I was that 
night.
 Do you feel prepared to safely put 
out a fire or to even be found by the 
fire department? On the occasion of 
Fire Prevention Week, Oct. 3-9, here 
are some tips from Harpswell fire-
fighters.

 Check your house number from 
the street as if you were an emer-
gency responder. Art Howe, our 
Harpswell fire administrator, says 
one of the biggest concerns he has 
is that residents won’t be able to be 
found in a crisis. Over 1,000 of our 
residents do not have large or bright 
enough numbers outside their home 
to be seen by an emergency vehicle 
from both sides of the mailbox or 
house. He recommends 5-inch or 
larger numbers that can be easily 
seen from the road at night and in 
fog, rain and snow.
 Test and clean your smoke/car-
bon monoxide detectors and dry-
er vent regularly. Ben Wallace, fire 
chief for Orr's and Bailey islands 
and Cundy’s Harbor, recommends 
testing every fall and changing the 
battery every time you change your 
clocks. To clean, vacuum around 
the detector. Make sure it has not 
expired by checking the date on 
the back. Fire Administrator Howe 
shared that “57% of fatal fires are be-

cause of inoperable or no fire detec-
tors. Technology changes and older 
detectors become less efficient over 
time.”
 Do not move a pot or anything 
that is on fire. David Mercier, fire 
chief for Harpswell Neck, said that 
too many times he has heard of situ-
ations where someone tried to move 
a pot that was on fire outside. “That 
is taking on a huge risk and now 
more rooms of the house may catch 
on fire," he said. He recommends 
never tackling a fire larger than you 
think you can handle and to focus 
on safety first.
 Be mindful of where you use 
candles and generators, and track 
your stove time. “The use of candles 
has increased. Do not leave it in the 
window or in the reach of pets and 
never use a generator or grill in the 
garage or right next to the siding on 
your house," Chief Wallace shared. 
It’s easy to forget you have left the 
stove on, so always set a timer that 
you can hear outside or carry it with 

you on your phone.
 Check the age and type of your 
fire extinguishers. For the kitchen, 
make sure you have either Combo 
A, B and C “general purpose” or 
Type K. Never turn your back on a 
kitchen fire. The flames may subside 
at first, but the heat doesn’t, so it can 
flare up fast.
 Still wondering if you use water 
on a grease fire? An old adage re-
mains true, said Howe and Wallace. 
“Put the lid on grease fires” by turn-

ing off the stove first, then putting a 
large lid on top of the pot. Keep bak-
ing soda or salt nearby to throw on 
the fire and never, ever use water on 
a grease fire.
 Thank you to all of our residents 
who are firefighters and emergency 
medical technicians! Could you be 
our next firefighter or emergency 
vehicle driver? The chiefs hope so! 
They said we need volunteers, so 
please reach out for more informa-
tion. ⚓

her previous term and saw unani-
mous support from the committee, 
only to see the bill die when the 
coronavirus pandemic sidelined 
the Legislature.
 This year, the committee’s eight 
Democrats and five Republicans 
again endorsed the bill unani-
mously. The House of Representa-
tives and Senate passed it without 
opposition, and Gov. Janet Mills 
signed it July 8.
 The bill will map the plants 
along the Maine coast in a five-
year cycle. The work will start in 
the area between Phippsburg and 
St. George. Scientists with the 
Maine Department of Environ-
mental Protection will work their 
way Down East over the next three 
years before they map Southern 
Maine, from Eliot to Phippsburg, 
last. Mapping for this section of 
coast, which includes Harpswell, 
must be complete by Nov. 1, 2027.
 The bill aligns with the Maine 
Climate Council’s 2020 report ti-
tled “Maine Won’t Wait: A Four-
year Plan for Climate Action.”
 “Maine’s forests, saltmarsh-
es, and coastal eelgrasses provide 
many economic benefits and eco-
system services, but their ability to 
absorb and store large amounts of 
carbon at low cost is reason alone 
to conserve these areas,” the plan 
states.
 McCreight’s bill will enable that 

conservation, according to testi-
mony by the DEP.
 “Knowledge of the location of 
these critical habitats and their 
health over time will inform ac-
tions to conserve and restore these 
important resources,” said Brian 
Kavanah, director of the DEP’s Bu-
reau of Water Quality.
 The bill will create two full-time 
positions in state government, for 
a biologist and an environmental 
technician. With wages and ae-
rial photography among its pri-
mary expenses, the bill will cost 
$285,014 in its first year, fiscal year 
2022-23.
 While the DEP did not take a 
position on the bill, Kavanah called 
the value of eelgrass and salt marsh 
habitat to the economy and envi-
ronment “undeniable.”
 In addition to conservation and 

restoration, McCreight expects the 
state to reference the maps when 
it reviews applications for aqua-
culture leases and responds to oil 
spills. The DEP will also post the 
maps online for public use.
 A grant from the Broad Reach 
Foundation supports the Harp-
swell Anchor’s reporting on climate 
change. ⚓
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Christmas will be here before you know it!

In these times of great financial uncertainty for many, please con-
sider donating to help neighbors in our community.

Donate on-line: harpswellsanta.org, 
or mail your check to

Harpswell Santa Fund
P.O. Box 242, Harpswell, ME 04079

Will your family need toys and/or clothes this 
holiday season? Write to us at 

 harpswellsantafund2019@gmail.com

All requests and referrals are strictly confidential

Put a lid on it — and other tips for Fire Prevention Week
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harpswellmaine.org

info@harpswellmaine.org

P.O. Box 125, Harpswell, ME 04079

We do small jobs as well!

• Roof and Deck Shoveling in Winter
• Clutter clean out and hauling
• Deconstruction and hauling - decks out                              
   buildings etc.
• Painting small rooms
• Tree clean up and smaller tree removal

You name it, we can do it.  
$35.00 per hour or a fixed price job.

Harpswell, Topsham, Brunswick

207-522-7170 • fox@gwi.net

Business Directory

Do you want your business to appear on this 
page in future issues?

It’s easy: send in $40 and a business card and 
it’s done.

Contact Janice at janice@harpswellanchor.org 
or (207) 504-4428

Dustan Larsen & Hannah Beattie

Always buying quality 
vintage & antique items.

96 Maine Street, 
Brunswick, ME 04011

hatchonmaine@gmail.com
207-373-0567

Emily Hollister
Realistic portraiture

Pets, people, paintings, & prints

Contact: 
emilyhportraits@gmail.com
Facebook: emilyhportraits 207-607-6666

We provide landscape 
and building services, 

including:

• plowing
• sanding
• seasonal             

cottage watch
• seasonal dock 

services
• and more!

Seasonal clean up • Seasonal dock services  

Help us build this directory into two pages! 
Contact us today: janice@harpswellanchor.org, (207) 504-4428

Ty � e Handy Guy

(207) 319-0768
tythehandyguy2019@gmail.com

We are a small family run business in 
Brunswick, ME. We do any carpentry 

needs from frame to � nish.

No job too big or small, we do it all!
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