
BY J.W. OLIVER
 Harpswell students met a 
new principal when they re-
turned to Mt. Ara-
rat High School at 
the end of August 
— one who shares a 
few things in com-
mon with them, as 
a graduate of the 
school who hails 
from Great Island.
 Chris Hoffman 
was born in Bruns-
wick and grew up 
on Indian Rest 
Road, just across the 
bridge from Bruns-
wick to Great Island. 
He attended Harpswell Islands 
School — now Harpswell Com-
munity School — then Mt. Ara-
rat Middle School and Mt. Ara-
rat High, graduating in 2003.
 He has fond memories of his 
childhood in Harpswell, swim-
ming and riding bikes in the 

neighborhood, playing baseball 
and basketball, and later work-
ing at Cook’s Lobster House on 

Bailey Island.
 At Mt. Ararat 
High, Hoffman 
was active as an 
athlete and student 
leader.
 He was class 
president his ju-
nior and senior 
years. He played 
soccer all four 
years and ran track 
for two years be-
fore switching to 
lacrosse for the 
next two. He com-

peted in the Science Olympiad, 
where he met his future wife, a 
schoolmate in the grade ahead 
of him. They were on the math 
team and played in the band to-
gether, with Hoffman on bari-
tone sax.
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New principal of Mt. Ararat 
High hails from Great Island

BY J.W. OLIVER
 As chaos swirls in Haiti after 
the assassination of its president 
in July and a deadly earthquake 
in August, former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Haiti Pamela A. White 
— a Maine native who lives on 
Orr’s Island — says America 
should shift its approach to a 
country long plagued by poverty 
and violence.
 Early on July 7, assassins shot 
President Jovenel Moïse to death 
in his bedroom. The New York 
Times reported in August that au-
thorities have detained 44 people, 
including 18 Colombian merce-
naries and more than a dozen of-
ficers from Moïse’s security force, 
but have yet to charge anyone.
 White was ambassador to Hai-
ti from August 2012 to Septem-
ber 2015, during the presidency 
of Michel Martelly. She did not 
know Moïse well, although they 
met several times.

 

In Haiti, the president serves one 
five-year term. Martelly, a popu-
lar singer before his election, had 
campaigned for Moïse, a wealthy 
banana exporter, to succeed him.

 

“He just struck me as a really in-
troverted, shy person, a complete 
opposite of President Martelly, 
who was this bigger-than-life 
singer, dancer, entertainer,” White 

said.
 Moïse won a slim majority 
in an election with about 20% 
turnout. With support from only 
about 10% of the population, “he 
was doomed to have a very rough 
go of it,” White said.
 As president, Moïse clashed 
with his prime ministers and 
effectively dissolved the parlia-
ment, allowing members’ terms 
to expire in January 2020 without 
holding elections. He ruled by de-
cree thereafter, dogged by accusa-
tions of corruption and links to 
violent gangs.
 When he died, he was work-
ing toward a constitutional ref-
erendum that would eliminate 
the position of prime minister, 
consolidate the parliament from 
two chambers into one, and allow 
presidents to serve two five-year 
terms.
 For almost a year before his 

On Orr’s Island, former ambassador wants to change minds about Haiti

Work starts on 
cell tower at 

Mitchell Field
BY J.W. OLIVER
 Construction is underway on a 
199-foot wireless communications 
tower at George J. Mitchell Field 
that should improve cellular ser-
vice on Harpswell Neck and may 
boost signals on the islands too.
 Blue Sky Towers III LLC, of 
Massachusetts, is building the 
tower. Work started June 7 and the 
company expects to finish the tow-
er by Oct. 1, according to Elizabeth 
Thompson, the company’s general 
counsel.
 AT&T is the only carrier with 
a deal to have equipment on the 
tower so far, so the project will pri-
marily benefit AT&T customers in 
the beginning. Blue Sky expects 
AT&T’s equipment to be opera-
tional by Oct. 1.
 The tower will be able to ac-
commodate three more carriers. 
“Blue Sky is actively marketing 
and communicating its progress 
on this site to all of the nationwide 
broadband service providers,” in-
cluding T-Mobile, U.S. Cellular 
and Verizon Wireless, as well as 
Dish Network, Thompson said in 
an email.
 The height of 199 feet will avoid 
a requirement to install warning 
lights that kicks in at 200 feet, ac-
cording to Town Administrator 
Kristi K. Eiane.
 The town issued a request for 
proposals for the project and Blue 
Sky offered the “best deal for the 
town, economically,” Eiane said.
 Blue Sky will pay the town 
$22,200 for the first year of the 
lease, with a 2% increase each 
year. In addition to the lease pay-
ments, Blue Sky will pay the town 
a lump sum of $35,000 upon 
completion of the tower and an-
other $35,000 each time it sublets 
space on the tower to another na-
tionwide carrier.
 Blue Sky will lease the site from 
the town for an initial term of 10 
years. Automatic renewals every 
10 years will extend the lease to 40 

Serving Great Island, Orr’s Island, Bailey Island and Harpswell Neck

See TOWER on Page 23

On the crates again Charlie Miller high-steps his way back 
to the float in the first round of the lobster crate races during Cundy’s 
Harbor Days. Miller would go on to win the most competitive weight 
division, under 100 pounds. See full coverage on Page 8. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

Chris Hoffman is the new 
principal of Mt. Ararat High 
School. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

See PRINCIPAL on Page 12

Pam White and her husband, Steve Cowper, pose for a photo with Haiti’s 
president and first lady, Michel and Sophia Martelly, during White’s ten-
ure as U.S. ambassador to the Caribbean nation. White and Cowper now 
live year-round on Orr’s Island.

See AMBASSADOR on Page 22
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Harpswell boys reflect on World Series run
BY J.W. OLIVER
 A pair of 12-year-old baseball 
players from the Harpswell islands 
recently returned from Florida, 
where they experienced the thrill 
of their young lives as members of 
the first Maine team ever to reach 
the Cal Ripken Major 60 World 
Series.
 Will Davis, of Orr's Island, 
pitched and played third base for 
the team. Zac McClenahan, of Bai-
ley and Great islands, played sec-
ond base. Both call baseball their 
favorite sport.
 "I like being able to play with 
my friends and have a great time," 
Zac said. For Will, nothing feels 
better than a big hit.
 After the rec league season, the 
boys made the Ararat all-star team. 
The team draws players from Bow-
doin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell, 
Richmond and Topsham.
 Coaches and players sensed 
unusual potential from the begin-
ning.
 "I remember one quote from 
our coach," Will said. "He said, 'I 
feel something special about this 

team.'"
 "I knew we were a great team, 
but I never thought we'd make it all 
the way to the World Series," Zac 
said.
 Bruce Davis, Will's father and 
one of three assistant coaches, said 
the team's "something special" 
went beyond the boys' abilities on 
the diamond.
 From the first practice, the 
coaches — Jon Hiltz and assistants 
Rob Beal, James Millson and Da-
vis — set expectations for behavior 
and sportsmanship. The kids took 
their words to heart.
 "They supported each other. 
They didn't get down on each oth-
er," Bruce said. "If one kid was hav-
ing a bad day, the other kids would 
rally around that kid."
 The team tore through the dis-
trict, state and regional tourna-
ments with a 14-1 record to secure 
a berth in Florida.
 "I couldn't wait to go down to 
Florida and play some baseball," 
Zac said.
 "I knew we had a lot of momen-
tum going into it too, so I knew we 

would give a good fight," Will said.
 First, the team had a big hurdle 
to overcome: the $60,000 cost for 
the weeklong trip.
 For the majority of the boys, it 
would be their first time on a plane. 
"We wanted all the kids to have the 
same experience," Bruce said, and 
raising the money would take the 
burden off their families. They had 
two weeks.
 The boys held a car wash at Tire 
Warehouse in Topsham, washing 
some 140 vehicles and bringing in 
$6,000. An online fundraiser raked 
in $38,497. Will's mother, Heather 
Davis, said people handed her cash 
when she went out to eat.
 "We had a lot of support from 
the town of Harpswell," Bruce said.
 "It definitely speaks volumes 
about this community," Heather 
added.
 They exceeded the $60,000 goal.
 The World Series took place 
at an eight-field complex in Palm 
Beach Gardens. The local boys of-
ten found themselves up against 
bigger and stronger opponents.
 Most 12-year-old pitchers 

throw in the low 60s, according to 
Will. "There were kids there who 
were throwing 76, 77 miles per 
hour, which is crazy," he said.
 It was hard not to feel some in-
timidation, Will said, but Ararat 
held its own. 
 Both boys were humble about 
their individual contributions. Zac 
was quiet at the plate, although his 
bases-loaded walk scored the first 
run in Ararat's first win. He con-

tributed solid defense at second. "I 
did what I could to help my team," 
he said.
 Will had a tough outing on the 
mound early in the tournament. 
Ararat was playing the top seed 
and hometown team, Palm Beach 
Gardens, "and I think I got down 
on myself," he said.
 "I got all in my head and I just 
wasn't pitching my game," he said. 

Ararat pitcher and third baseman Will Davis (left) and second baseman Zac 
McClenahan. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

See BASEBALL on Page 23
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A Harpswell Coastal 
Academy introduction
 As Harpswell Coastal Academy 
heads into its ninth year as a school, 
we want to introduce ourselves to 
some and reintroduce ourselves 
to others. While a lot has changed 
and improved at Harpswell Coastal 
Academy over the years as we have 
grown and matured as a school, a 
lot has also remained the same.
 What hasn’t changed is this: 
We are unwaveringly commit-
ted to our students. We honor 
who they are, how they learn and 
what they want out of school and 
life. Students might choose to at-
tend Harpswell Coastal Academy 
because of our focus on social 
change, entrepreneurship or the 
environment. They might choose 
us because of our small and inclu-
sive school community. 
 Whatever the reason, our stu-
dents get to enjoy the beauty of 
Harpswell each time they ride our 
buses down 123 or work with Dave 
Hackett at the Harpswell Historical 
Society or do citizen science at the 
Curtis Farm Preserve. We consider 
ourselves fortunate to be a part of 
the Harpswell community.
 As a part of Maine’s public ed-
ucation system, Harpswell Coastal 
Academy is free to all Maine resi-

dents. Give us a call to schedule a 
visit (833-3229)! We still have a few 
open spots for the coming school 
year and we would be honored 
to be your neighborhood public 
school.
 Our middle school is here in 
Harpswell on the corner of Route 
123 and Ash Point Road (on the 
way to the Dolphin); our high 
school is close by at Brunswick 
Landing (the base). We value be-

longing, compassion, collabora-
tion and making a difference, and 
we’d love to tell you more about our 
journey over these past eight years, 
as well as what school life looks 
like each day at Harpswell Coastal 
Academy.

Scott Barksdale
Head of School, 
Harpswell Coastal Academy

 Letters to the Editor
Guidelines for letters to the 
editor
 The Harpswell Anchor encour-
ages civil dialogue through letters 
to the editor. Letters must concern 
Harpswell directly.
 Letters may not contain attacks or 
slurs against individuals or groups. 
The Anchor will not publish anony-
mous letters and will not knowingly 

publish false or misleading claims. 
The Anchor will not publish letters 
about nationwide or statewide po-
litical campaigns or issues, but wel-
comes letters about local campaigns 
and issues.
 The Anchor may edit letters for 
clarity and violations of the above 
guidelines, and reserves the right to 
reject letters for any reason.

Other guidelines:
• Submit no more than one letter 
per month to joliver@harpswellan-
chor.org or via the form at harp-
swellanchor.org.
• Limit letters to 300 words or less.
• Include your name and place of 
residence (for publication).
• Include your phone number (not 
for publication).
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The Charge of 
the Light Brigade
… or 10 Men and a Truck

By Karin Soderberg
(with apologies to Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson)

I
One day, and one day more
And onward they came to the home 
of problems.
Ten HAH men and their truck.
“Forward, the Light Brigade!
Charge for the tools!” Steve said.
Into the home needing repairs
On Hildreth Road.

II
“Forward, the Light Brigade!”
Was there a man afraid?
Maybe no one knew
Exactly what to do.
Just figure it out, and get all the tasks 
done.
So into the house of problems, large 
and small,
Entered the 10 men with talents for 
all.

III
Challenge to the right,
More to the left.
Surprises in front of them
Volleyed and thundered.
Boldly they sawed and hammered
Till each job was done,
And the place was swept clean.
Ten men and their HAH truck of 
tools.

IV
Like a well-trained army,
They performed with precision.
Attacking the rot, the broken and 
rusted.
They manually hoisted two heavy-
weight sliders
To the second-floor grabbers
Till all was mended and looking like 
new.
And the homeowner confessed, “It’s 
amazing what you do.”

V
“All this work and not a charge to me.
However can this be?”
So they smiled and relayed 
How they loved helping others
To stay safe, warm and dry in the 
home that they love.
It might have been “the mouth of hell,”
But they triumphed because of a job 
done well.

VI
So on to the next house
With pitfalls unknown,
But knowing the men,
They will get it done
Because they are …
Ten men and a truck!

This holiday in the U.S. and Canada, celebrated since the 1800s, is a 
tribute to the contributions made by workers to the strength, prosperity 

& well-being of the two countries. It's a tribute in particular to those 
who work hard & long with their hands. The perfect example of this is 

the hard work of the folks who harvest our lobsters. As we enjoy this 
holiday & its weekend, please take time to remember the work of many 

hands in creating the things we take for granted. 

Town must balance 
revenues, safeguards
 I quite enjoyed reading Brian 
Hirst’s letter (“Moratorium on sub-
division development needed,” Au-
gust). Harpswell, not unlike other 
local municipalities, must shrewdly 
balance the receipt/enhancement 
of revenues, required to maintain 
its operational responsibilities, with 
those means needed to safeguard the 
health and safety of its residents.
 The ability to adequately provide 
for this balance is always under as-
sault by changes in local, state and 
national priorities, revision of tax 
legislation, tourism, etc. However, 
during the last two decades, the pow-
er to control this balance has been 
challenged by the onset of climate 
change/global warming. Given the 

wide range of weather disruptions 
witnessed this summer, it is no lon-
ger an academic oddity, but a force 
both to be understood and to be pre-
pared for. Given this certainty of fu-
ture vacillations in weather patterns, 
it is incumbent upon town officials 
to adopt policies which will mitigate 
against the possibility of widespread 
water shortages and structural dam-
age in our area.
 For coastal areas, like Harpswell, 
the two major weather conditions 
to be impacted by climate change/
global warming will be the preva-
lence of more severe storms (due to 
enhanced ocean temperatures) and 
increased periods of drought (alter-
ations in wind, moisture, and heat-
cold patterns). Therefore, the town 
must promulgate new standards for 

home/business construction and 
limit the number and size of wells. As 
Mr. Hirst correctly opined, “While 
conserving (water) is very import-
ant, what Harpswell needs right now 
is a moratorium on subdivision de-
velopment and any additional wells.”
 The town must decide between 
increasing revenue or ensuring that 
current residents have an adequate 
supply of safe drinking water. At 
some point in time, the town can-
not allow more home/business 
construction, if said development 
interferes with the provision of suit-
able quantities of potable water for its 
residents. Praying for rain will never 
be the answer.

John M. Mishler
Harpswell
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BY KELLI PARK
 Photographer Robert Freson 
has, over the course of his lifetime 
and the better part of the 20th cen-
tury, shown that a picture is worth 
far more than a thousand words. 
With an eye for beauty, a camera 
in hand, and a certain je ne sais 
quoi, Freson has become a revo-
lutionary storyteller of the human 
experience.
 “In all of my work, all over 
the world, I’ve always applied a 
sense of discovery in humanity,” 

said Freson, 95. “There’s always a 
connection to humans. I wanted 
to connect people to everything 
I did, from the food from the 
ground to famous people.”
 Freson’s story begins in Bel-
gium in 1926 and spans the far 
reaches of the globe, from the 
temples of Sri Lanka to the shores 
of Jamaica to the hills of Ireland 
to the palaces of Saudi Arabia and 
everywhere in between. Freson 
joined the British Navy following 
the German occupation of Bel-

gium during World War II, after 
which he made his way to Swit-
zerland, where he earned a mas-
ter’s degree in photography and 
met his future wife, Jeannette, an 
American artist.
 In 1948, he was invited to New 
York City by Vogue to work as an 
assistant to Irving Penn, who is 
widely acknowledged as one of the 
most influential fashion photogra-
phers of the 20th century, having 
spent 60 years with Vogue.
 “My life with Penn was in-
credibly unbelievable. We were 
working for Vogue magazine, 
photographing all the famous 
people of the time. I have many 
memories of French movie stars 
and artists,” said Freson, who 
traveled all over the world with 
Penn to photograph the fashion 
collections and celebrities of that 
time. At that point, Freson began 
to develop an interest in depicting 
the relationship between individ-

uals and their natural surround-
ings by photographing models in 
their apartments, where they were 
comfortable.
 “I went to work on my own as a 
photojournalist because I did not 
want to be a copy of Penn, who 
was a studio photographer,” said 
Freson, who embarked on his solo 
career in 1962. “He was a man 
who created a situation. I wanted 
to photograph situations as they 
existed.”
 Freson’s interest in telling the 
story of the human experience 
led him near and far while work-
ing for Look, Esquire, National 
Geographic, Conde Nast Trav-
eler and The Sunday Times, of 
London, among others. Freson 
photographed President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1964, followed 
by Winston Churchill’s funeral in 
1965 and Sophia Loren in 1966, 
when he and the Italian actress 
connected over their individual 

fertility struggles.
 He photographed the Six-Day 
War in Israel in 1967 and eventu-
ally worked his way into the royal 
circles of Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
England. Freson photographed 
Queen Elizabeth II several times, 
as well as the wedding of Prince 
Charles to Lady Diana Spencer in 
1981. Those are just some of the 
highlights.
 Amid the hustle and bustle of 
creating iconic images of some of 
the most influential figures of the 
20th century, Freson also found 
himself depicting the essence of 
places untouched by time and the 
people connected to those places.
 “The country that was most 
warm to me was Ireland, because 
I love that country and I love the 
people,” said Freson, who provid-
ed images for a story following in 
the footsteps of an English poet, 
Laurie Lee, on his first trip to Ire-
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Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Wed 7:29 7.4 7:40 8.5 1:13 1.6 1:16 2.2 6:03 7:17

2 Thu 8:28 7.5 8:36 8.7 2:13 1.4 2:14 2.0 6:04 7:16

3 Fri 9:20 7.8 9:26 9.1 3:06 1.1 3:07 1.7 6:05 7:14

4 Sat 10:05 8.1 10:12 9.5 3:52 0.8 3:54 1.3 6:07 7:12

5 Sun 10:47 8.6 10:55 9.9 4:34 0.3 4:37 0.9 6:08 7:10

6 Mon 11:27 9.0 11:37 10.2 5:13 0.0 5:20 0.4 6:09 7:09

7 Tue 12:06 9.5 5:52 -0.4 6:03 0.0 6:10 7:07

8 Wed 12:19 10.3 12:46 9.9 6:32 -0.6 6:48 -0.4 6:11 7:05

9 Thu 1:03 10.4 1:26 10.2 7:12 -0.7 7:34 -0.6 6:12 7:03

10 Fri 1:48 10.3 2:09 10.4 7:55 -0.6 8:22 -0.7 6:13 7:01

11 Sat 2:36 10.0 2:56 10.4 8:41 -0.4 9:14 -0.6 6:14 6:59

12 Sun 3:29 9.6 3:49 10.3 9:32 0.0 10:11 -0.4 6:16 6:58

13 Mon 4:28 9.1 4:47 10.1 10:27 0.4 11:13 -0.1 6:17 6:56

14 Tue 5:32 8.7 5:50 9.9 11:28 0.8 6:18 6:54

15 Wed 6:41 8.5 6:59 9.7 12:20 0.1 12:35 1.0 6:19 6:52

16 Thu 7:51 8.5 8:08 9.8 1:30 0.2 1:45 1.0 6:20 6:50

17 Fri 8:56 8.7 9:12 9.9 2:38 0.1 2:52 0.8 6:21 6:48

18 Sat 9:53 9.0 10:08 10.1 3:38 -0.1 3:51 0.5 6:22 6:47

19 Sun 10:44 9.3 10:59 10.2 4:30 -0.3 4:43 0.2 6:23 6:45

20 Mon 11:30 9.5 11:46 10.1 5:16 -0.3 5:31 0.1 6:25 6:43

21 Tue 12:12 9.7 5:59 -0.2 6:16 0.0 6:26 6:41

22 Wed 12:30 9.9 12:51 9.7 6:38 0.0 6:58 0.0 6:27 6:39

23 Thu 1:11 9.6 1:28 9.6 7:15 0.3 7:38 0.2 6:28 6:37

24 Fri 1:51 9.2 2:04 9.4 7:51 0.6 8:18 0.4 6:29 6:36

25 Sat 2:32 8.8 2:42 9.2 8:28 1.0 8:59 0.7 6:30 6:34

26 Sun 3:14 8.4 3:22 8.9 9:08 1.4 9:44 1.0 6:31 6:32

27 Mon 4:02 8.0 4:08 8.6 9:52 1.8 10:33 1.3 6:33 6:30

28 Tue 4:53 7.7 5:00 8.4 10:41 2.1 11:27 1.5 6:34 6:28

29 Wed 5:49 7.5 5:56 8.3 11:35 2.3 6:35 6:26

30 Thu 6:47 7.4 6:55 8.4 12:25 1.6 12:33 2.3 6:36 6:25

Tide Chart

Want Your Paper 
Delivered to a 

Different Address
This Winter? 
Contact Janice at:

janice@harpswellanchor.org
(207) 504-4428

This service is brought to you by tax-deductible 
gifts. Donate today! 

harpswellanchor.org/donate

Covenant Insurance Agency
Harpswell, Maine

Business - Bonds - Commercial Auto - Workers Compensation - 
Watercraft - Marinas - Home - Flood

Mark R. Adams, Independent Agent, Licensed ME, MA, CT
Mark.Adams@covenantagency.com

    781-447-5013

‘A sense of discovery’: Bailey Island photographer reflects on globe-trotting career

Robert Freson on the porch of his Bailey Island home, next to the “mes-
sage stones” he collects from the sea and tomato plants he received as a 
gift from Harpswell Aging at Home, a cause he supports. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)

See FRESON on Page 13
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Sept. 4
The Orr’s Island Library hosts The 
Longest Yard Sale from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Household goods, antiques and 
collectibles will be available, as well as 
baked goods. To reserve a table, call 
833-7811.

Sept. 5
A reception with some of the 42 
authors and editors behind the new 
book “Glimpses of Harpswell Past 
and Present” will take place at the 
Orr’s Island Schoolhouse from 2-4 
p.m. Books will be available. All 
proceeds benefit the Grange and the 
Harpswell Historical Society.

Sept. 6
The Holbrook Community Founda-
tion will host a community breakfast 
on Holbrook Wharf in Cundy’s Har-
bor from 7:30-10 a.m. on Labor Day. 
Locally made breakfast items will 
include grits, quiche, sausage, bacon, 
potatoes, fruit, breads and sweets. 
Donations accepted to support the 
foundation. More information: hol-
brookcommunityfoundation.org or 
facebook.com/holbrookcommuni-
tyfoundation.

Sept. 8
The Harpswell Invasive Plant Part-

nership will hold a work day at John-
son Field, at the corner of Harpswell 
Islands Road and Abner Point Road 
on Bailey Island, from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Learn to identify and control invasive 
plants while helping to restore native 
habitats. Bring water, bug repellent, 
sunscreen, work gloves and garden-
ing tools to clip and treat short bitter-
sweet vines. Rain date: Sept. 10. More 
information: wilkins278@gmail.com.

Sept. 9
Harpswell Aging at Home hosts 
Lunch with Friends at George J. 
Mitchell Field from noon to 1 p.m. 
Mingle with neighbors and enjoy 
tasty dishes. Bring a chair. Servers 
will bring food to guests. Rain date: 
Sept. 10.

Sept. 10
The Harpswell Garden Club will 
hold its Marvelous Mums Sale at 
Centennial Hall from 2-5 p.m. 
Mums cost $12 and must be preor-
dered. Proceeds benefit the club. To 
place an order for pickup, email tuck-
ie@comcast.net.

Sept. 11
The A. Dennis Moore Recycling 
Center will host its annual shred-
ding service from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Residents may bring sensitive docu-

ments, such as financial or medical 
papers, for free, secure disposal.

Sept. 13
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust pres-
ents “From Global to Local: Connect-
ing the Global Climate Justice Move-
ment to Maine,” with Ania Wright, via 
Zoom from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Wright, a 
grassroots climate action organizer 
with the Sierra Club, works to engage 
and support youth in climate justice 
initiatives. Free, register in advance 
with Julia McLeod: 837-9613 or out-
reach@hhltmaine.org.

The Harpswell Invasive Plant Part-
nership and the Harpswell Town 
Lands Committee will hold an inva-
sive removal day on the Giant’s Stairs 
trail, Bailey Island, from 8-11 a.m. 
Register with Jeff Stann: 373-1811 or 
ejstann@gmail.com.

Sept. 16
The Harpswell Garden Club presents 
“Loving Your Neighbors for Such a 
Time as This,” a talk by Isabella Mas-
troianni, at Centennial Hall, 1 p.m. 
Mastroianni, of Harpswell, will talk 
about her work with the nonprofit 
Sanctuary Baking.

Sept. 24 to Oct. 6
The Elijah Kellogg Church kicks off 

its Christmas by the Sea Holiday Fair 
with an online auction. View items 
and place bids at charityauction.
bid/ekcholidayfair. Items include an 
inflatable dinghy, a handmade rock-
ing horse and antiques. Winners can 
pick up their items at the fair, which 
will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Oct. 9.

Sept. 25
The annual meeting of the mem-
bers and trustees of the Orr’s Island 
Cemetery Association will take place 
at the Orr’s Island Meeting House at 
2 p.m. Friends and visitors are wel-
come.

Ongoing
The Grand Slammers, an intermedi-
ate-level contract bridge group, plays 
at the town office at 1 p.m. every 
Tuesday, except holidays. Congenial 
but serious players who wish to join 
should understand basic conventions. 
A $2 donation is requested for card 
supplies and to support town recre-
ation programs. Due to COVID-19, 
space is limited to three tables and 
players should be vaccinated. Masks 
may be requested. More information: 
harpswellen@me.com.

The Harpswell Historical Society 
Museum is open from 2-4 p.m. every 
Sunday until Oct. 11. View artifacts 
and collections of Harpswell history. 
Free, donations welcome. 833-6322.

A mobile food station, free to anyone 
in need, is available at the town office 
from 10-11:30 a.m. every Thursday.

The John Leo Murray Jr. American 
Legion Post 171 meets at Merricon-
eag Grange at 7 p.m. on the third 
Monday of each month.

Brunswick and Beyond

Sept. 5
The Chocolate Church Arts Center 
and Space present Superwolves, with 
opening act Little Wings, outdoors 
at the Maine Maritime Museum, 

Bath. Doors at 5:30 p.m., show  at 
6:30. Tickets: $32 in advance, $40 
day of show. Superwolves is Bonnie 
“Prince” Billy and Matt Sweeney. 
More information and tickets: choc-
olatechurcharts.org.

Sept. 17
Schooner Fare performs at the Choc-
olate Church Arts Center, Bath, at 
7:30 p.m. Steve and Chuck Roma-
noff perform original and traditional 
maritime songs, lacing their ener-
getic concerts with Maine humor. 
Tickets are $24 in advance, $26 day 
of show.

Sept. 18
The Merrymeeting Community 
Rowing Association presents the 
annual Cow Island Classic Regatta, 
in its 20th anniversary, on the An-
droscoggin River in Brunswick from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The regatta fea-
tures three divisions — junior (high 
school), open collegiate and master’s 
rowers (age 22-plus). Each division 
will have three events: single sculls, 
double sculls and four (with cox-
swain) sweep. Races start at the town 
dock on Water Street.

Sept. 19
Dead Gowns, with opener Aisha 
Burns, performs at the Chocolate 
Church Arts Center at 7 p.m. Dead 
Gowns, of Portland, plays folk, ga-
rage and soft rock. Aisha Burns is 
a violinist, vocalist and songwriter. 
Tickets are $10 in advance, $12 day 
of show.

Sept. 25
The Oshima Brothers will perform at 
the Chocolate Church Arts Center at 
7:30 p.m. The duo plays folk, acoustic 
pop and Americana. Tickets are $18 
in advance, $23 day of show.

Ongoing
The art shows “8x8” and “Taproots” 
continue at the Chocolate Church 
Arts Center Gallery. The gallery is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day-Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday. “Taproots” continues through 
Sept. 25, “8x8” through Sept. 29.

TOPS, or Take Off Pounds Sensibly, 
meets in the basement of the Berean 
Baptist Church, Brunswick, from 
6-7:30 p.m. every Monday. More in-
formation: 729-6400.

Have a calendar item to submit for a 
future edition of the Anchor? Email 
joliver@harpswellanchor.org or sub-
mit via harpswellanchor.org. ⚓

September 2021 Community Calendar
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‘Best town clerk in 
the state’ retires
 Harpswell Town Clerk Rosalind 
“Roz” Knight retired July 30 after 
30 years with the town.
 “You are the best town clerk 
in the state,” Town Administrator 
Kristi K. Eiane said to Knight after 
the announcement of her retire-
ment during a July 22 selectmen’s 
meeting.
 Kevin Johnson, chair of the 
board of selectmen, called Knight 
“great to deal with” and said he is 
sorry to see her go. He presented 
her with flowers.
 “I want to thank the residents of 
Harpswell for giving me the oppor-
tunity to serve this community for 
30 years. … It has been an honor 
and privilege to get to know the 
people of Harpswell and to be able 
to work in the community where I 
live,” Knight said in her resignation 
letter.
 She thanked “all the people who 
have supported me and helped me 
do my job,” singling out election 
workers and Deputy Town Clerk 
Catherine J. Doughty.
 “This has been a great place 
to work,” Knight said during the 
meeting. “I’m going to miss every-
body.”
 “A lot of things have happened 
in 30 years and it’s been really inter-
esting,” she said. “It’s been a learn-
ing experience.”
 She started at the town under 
LaVerne A. Vayo, town clerk from 
1991-1997. “I couldn’t work for 
anybody better. … She was the per-
fect person,” she said of Vayo, who 
died in 2015. “She was just the best.”
 Johnson then presented Knight 
with flowers.
 “On behalf of the staff, thank 
you for everything you’ve done,” 
Eiane said.
 The selectmen formally accept-
ed her resignation, with regret, at 
the end of the meeting.

 The selectmen appointed 
Doughty interim town clerk and 
registrar of voters on Aug. 5. Vot-
ers will elect the next town clerk in 
March.

Tax rate up by 2 cents
 Property owners will see a 
2-cent hike in Harpswell’s tax rate 
this year, from $6.74 to $6.76 per 
$1,000 of valuation.
 The board of selectmen ap-

proved the 2021-22 rate in a 3-0 
vote on Aug. 5, with tax bills going 
out the following week.
 Changes in the tax rate from year 
to year reflect a variety of factors 
beyond town expenses: the town’s 
contribution to Maine School Ad-
ministrative District 75; the tax the 
town pays to Cumberland County; 
the town’s total valuation, which 
rises with new construction; the 
amount of money the town receives 
from the state; and other local reve-
nues, like excise taxes on vehicles.
 Town government expenses to-
tal $5,688,103 this year, an increase 
of $341,985 or 6.4%. The bill from 
MSAD 75 is $8,672,916, down 
$43,561 or 0.5%. The county tax 
is $1,347,176, up $17,478 or 1.3%. 
Property taxpayers will benefit 
from higher receipts of non-prop-
erty-tax revenue, at $2,810,500, up 
$84,852 or 3.1%.

Town pursues solar 
energy deal
 The town is pursuing a deal to 
buy solar energy from an out-of-
town installation, a move with po-
tential to shave 15% off its electrici-
ty costs.
 On Aug. 5, the board of select-
men unanimously voted to autho-

rize its chair and the town admin-
istrator to execute such a deal for a 
term of up to 20 years.
 Howard Marshall, chair of the 
Harpswell Energy and Technolo-
gy Committee, recommended the 
path prior to the vote.
 The committee examined mul-
tiple options, including the pos-
sibility of the town building its 
own solar installation at George J. 
Mitchell Field or on land near the 
transfer station. Ultimately, the 
committee advised the subscrip-
tion route.
 “The advantage that we saw was 
that the town doesn’t have to do 
anything other than write a check 
to someone else and in that process 
save typically 15% on the electric 
bill and get green energy,” Marshall 
said.
 The option to build and own a 
town array would save the town 
more money in the long term, ac-
cording to Marshall, but has its 
downsides. The town would have 
to find a private investor to work 
with, hire a contractor to build the 
array and maintain the array.
 Marshall looks at a subscription 
“as like the convenience of leasing 
a car, where you pay a little more, 
but you just write checks and you’re 

done,” he said.
 A subscription will come with 
flexibility, too, to buy more or less 
credits as the town’s energy use 
changes. “You don’t have to plan 
now for what the energy usage is 
going to be for the next 25 years,” 
Marshall said.
 This would leave open another 
possibility — installing solar panels 
on the roof of the recycling center.
 “You could put something up 
there that might handle 20% to 
30% of the town’s usage,” Marshall 
said, then continue to buy credits 
for the other 70% to 80%.

Town to update 
comprehensive plan
 The Harpswell Planning 
Board will lead an effort to up-
date the town’s 2005 comprehen-
sive plan, with assistance from 
town committees.
 The plan will address an array 
of critical issues, including land 
use and future residential devel-
opment; traffic; water resources, 
including groundwater; the impact 
of climate change on the maritime 
environment and local economy; 
and the growing need for resilient 
internet and broadband capacity.

N E W S  B R I E F S

TOWN OF HARPSWELL
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Deputy Town Clerk

The Town of Harpswell is accepting applications for the full-time position of Deputy Town Clerk.  
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: issuing various licenses, permits and registrations, and 

assisting the Town Clerk with elections.  Work duties will be performed under the supervision of the Town 
Clerk.  Excellent organizational skills and the ability to work well with the public are essential. Basic typing and 

computer skills are also required.  The successful candidate will demonstrate an ability to assume 
increasing responsibilities.  For an employment application and detailed job description, please contact the 

Town Office at 833-5771, visit our website at www.harpswell.maine.gov or stop by the Town Office at 
263 Mountain Road.  The position remains open until filled.

Town Clerk Rosalind “Roz” Knight 
holds flowers, a gift from the town, 
during a board of selectmen’s 
meeting July 22. (PHOTO COURTESY OF 

TERRI-LYNN SAWYER/TOWN OF HARPSWELL)

continued on next page
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 Due to the importance and 
scope of the effort, strong commu-
nity participation and input will be 
required to ensure the plan reflects 
what residents value and want to 
preserve or improve, and what 
things might require change.
 An ambitious 18-month time-
line has been established to com-
plete the effort, with a midterm 
report expected by the 2022 town 
meeting and a final report with 
recommendations presented for 
approval at the 2023 town meeting.

Shredding service 
returns
 After a year’s interruption due to 
COVID-19, the A. Dennis Moore 
Recycling Center will once again 
host its annual shredding service 
on Saturday, Sept. 11 from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Available free to all Harp-
swell residents, the service will be 
provided by Without A Trace Mo-
bile Shredding, of Scarborough, 
which will have a truck parked 

down below, behind the center.
 Residents are encouraged to 
bring their sensitive financial or 
medical papers, such as bank state-
ments and credit card statements, 
for secure, confidential disposal. 
As in past years, the service will be 
a drive-thru event where recycling 
volunteers will assist residents with 
removing the materials from their 
vehicles and loading the shredding 
bins.
 The bins are then loaded into 
the on-site truck and the papers 
are shredded on the spot. A video 
camera inside the truck confirms 
the shredding process. Later, the 
shredded materials are recycled 
off-site. The recycling volunteers 
will also recycle any unwanted bags 
or boxes used by residents to bring 
their materials to the event.
 Items that can be shredded in-
clude paper, manila folders, hang-
ing folders, staples, paper clips, and 
binder clips. Materials that cannot 
be shredded include plastic, such 
as page protectors and credit cards, 

dark brown folders, accordion 
folders, rubber bands, three-ring 
binders, photographs, slides, news-
papers and magazines.
 Due to the Phase 1 construction 
that is scheduled to be underway 
at the recycling center, residents 
using the shredding service will be 
requested to follow the on-site in-
structions for navigating through 
the center.

Online auction opens 
holiday fair
 This year, the Elijah Kellogg 
Church will kick off its Christmas 
by the Sea Holiday Fair with an on-
line auction, offering a wide assort-
ment of fun and useful items and 
services.
 The auction will be open from 
Sept. 24 to Oct. 6. To view items 
and place bids, go to charityauc-
tion.bid/ekcholidayfair.
 A never-used inflatable din-
ghy, handmade rocking horse, two 
hours of gardening help, a hand-
knit Harpswell temperature blan-

ket, beautiful antiques and cross-
stitched artwork are just a few of 
the many items available.
 High bidders can pick up their 
items during the fair, scheduled for 
Oct. 9 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 The fair will include many of the 
beloved features from years past: 
handmade crafts, a country store 
and baked goods, with a delicious 
lunch of lobster rolls, fish chowder 
and egg salad sandwiches available 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 The Elijah Kellogg Church is 
located at 917 Harpswell Neck 
Road. For more information, call 
833-6026.

OBIFD auction 
brings in $15K
 The 28th annual benefit auction 
to support the Orr’s and Bailey Is-
lands Fire Department — which 
was an online event for the sec-
ond year in a row — raised nearly 
$15,000 thanks to generous bidders 
and the efforts of many dedicated 
volunteers.
 A total of 168 items were sold 
to 110 bidders, including two blue-
berry pies baked by Bailey Island 
resident Jan Coombs, a Bronze Star 
quilt created by Linda Kittle and 
a Red Sox package offering game 
tickets and a night at the Verb Ho-
tel in Boston.
 “We want to send a huge thank 
you to all the generous bidders 
and donors in our community 
and beyond,” said Margaret Brou-
ghall, head of the OBIFD Fund-
raising Committee. “It really was 
a team effort from our responders 
and board members, with special 
thanks to Meriel Longley, Pam 
LeGrow, Bill Snellings and Tom 

Lunde.”
 The annual auction is the big-
gest fundraiser of the year to sup-
port OBIFD’s volunteer first re-
sponders. The department hopes 
to be back with an in-person com-
munity event next year.

Harpswell News joins 
nonprofit news network
 As of July, Harpswell News is a 
provisional member of the Insti-
tute for Nonprofit News.
 Harpswell News, a nonprofit, 
publishes the Harpswell Anchor. 
A group of Harpswell residents 
founded Harpswell News to res-
urrect the Anchor when the news-
paper ceased publication after 22 
years. The first edition of the new 
Anchor appeared in June.
 The Institute for Nonprof-
it News helps organizations like 
Harpswell News succeed through 
support of both business and edi-
torial operations.
 The institute “strengthens and 
supports 300 independent news or-
ganizations in a new kind of media 
network: nonprofit, nonpartisan 
and dedicated to public service,” 
according to its website. “From 
local news to in-depth reporting 
on pressing global issues, INN’s 
members tell stories that otherwise 
would go untold — connecting 
communities, holding the power-
ful accountable and strengthening 
democracy.”
 Harpswell News staff will com-
plete paperwork and pay dues over 
the weeks ahead to complete the 
process of becoming a member.
 For more information about 
Harpswell News, go to harp-
swellanchor.org. ⚓

N E W S  B R I E F S

continued from previous page

When you both need support.
Mid Coast Senior Health provides short-term respite 
stays to support you as you care for your loved ones. 
Our dedicated, professional care team can coordinate 
stays as short as two weeks, as long as a month, or even 
open-ended. For more information, call (207) 373-3646 
or visit www.midcoastseniorhealth.com.

 

Harpswell Heritage ApplesHarpswell Heritage Apples
Apple Trees Available to Plant Now

Classic Heritage trees and new/old
Orrs-Bailey Islands and Harpswell Neck trees: 

Baldwin, Black Oxford, Northern Spy and More

Heritage apples refl ect more than three centuries of 
Harpswell and Maine history. 

Locally adapted trees with fl avors that delight taste 
buds deadened by supermarket produce. 

Robert McIntyre: 833-7870
Dorothy Rosenberg: 833-7870

Sharon Whitney: 841-8625
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 Cundy's Harbor Days was back 
the weekend of Aug. 6-8 with most 
of its marquee attractions after 
COVID-19 concerns scuttled some 
of last year's events.
 Kids and a few adults scampered 
across wooden lobster crates and 
blindfolded rowers blundered their 
way around Holbrook's Wharf in 
two popular events that returned 
Saturday.
 Father-and-son team Bob and 

Michael Wexler beat four other 
boats to win the blindfolded dinghy 
race.
 The Wexler family was defend-
ing its crown from the last race, in 
2019. Bob and his grandson, Gabri-
el, won that year. Bob guides while 
the younger Wexlers row. Bob and 
his wife, Gayle, also have a champi-
onship from some years back.
 "The secret was getting a good 
start," Bob said of Saturday's 
competition.
 Each team pays a $5 entry fee 
and the winner takes all. Last year, 
the Wexlers spent their winnings 
on apparel from Holbrook's General 
Store. Bob said they would likely do 
the same this year.
 In the lobster crate races, Charlie 
Miller won the most competitive di-
vision, for racers under 100 pounds. 
Racers who made it to the end of 
the crates and back without falling 
into the harbor advanced to the fi-
nal round, judged by fastest time. 
Miller dashed along the crates in 14 
seconds and change to take the cash 
prize.
 In the 100- to 150-pound divi-
sion, Nicholas Brady was the only 
racer to make it all the way to the end 
and back, taking the title. The last di-

vision, for racers over 150 pounds, 
didn't see a single participant make 
it back to the float dry. Sam Anna-
ble came out on top for crossing the 
most crates before falling in.
 On Sunday morning, dozens of 
fishing vessels filed by the wharf at 
Watson's General Store for the bless-
ing of the fleet. Veronica Gonsior, 
pastor of Cundy's Harbor Commu-
nity Church of the Nazarene, led the 
ceremony.
 As each boat approached the 
wharf, Gonsior waved an evergreen 
bough and said, "In the name of the 
father, the son and the holy spirit," 
with the crowd on the wharf join-
ing her for "God bless you and keep 
you!"
 Afterward, Buster Darling took 
Gonsior and others out on his boat, 
Endangered Species, to lay a wreath 
in the harbor.
 Meriel Longley, president of the 
Cundy's Harbor Volunteer Fire De-
partment Auxiliary, said the lobster 
roll luncheon at Cundy's Harbor 
Community Hall was well attend-
ed. Down the road, the community 
church hosted a craft fair and quilt 
show.
 A parade came together just days 
before the festival started, when a 

volunteer organizer stepped for-
ward. The brief procession included 
classic cars, fire trucks and floats, as 
well as walkers and kids on bikes.
 The only key event missing was 
the Fishermen's 5K and Splash, a 
foot race followed by an optional 
leap into the harbor. The race was 
scrapped when a volunteer director 
could not be found.
 A coalition of Cundy's Harbor 
institutions organize the festival, 
which the village has celebrated for 
more than 25 years. The auxiliary, 
the community church and the Hol-
brook Community Foundation are 
among those institutions.

 Overall turnout was "kind of low" 
in comparison to pre-2020 numbers, 
according to Longley, perhaps due to 
the cancellation of some events last 
year.
 The success of future Cundy's 
Harbor Days will depend on volun-
teer recruitment, but the festival is 
not alone among village initiatives in 
need of volunteers.
 "Just about every organization in 
Cundy's Harbor could use more vol-
unteerism," Longley said, including 
the auxiliary and the fire department.
 To inquire about Cundy's Harbor 
Days volunteer opportunities, email 
Longley at chvfireaux@gmail.com. ⚓

Cundy’s Harbor Days returns with nearly full slate of events

Bob Wexler raises his hands in celebration as he and his son, Michael 
Wexler, win Saturday’s blindfolded dinghy race. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

A racer smiles as she heads for 
the water after a misstep during 
the crate races. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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$1,500 SIGN ON BONUS*
for fully licensed CDL Bus Drivers

COMPETITIVE WAGES

NO EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS

First Student is proud of our reputation as a leader in student transportation.  
If you’re a reliable Driver with a safe driving history, consider a position on the 
First Student Team. Not only is this an excellent driving opportunity, but it’s also 
a way to make a difference in your community while working at a job you’ll love.

Join the First Student Family.

207-626-5569 • Workatfirst.com
 *Conditions Apply. Offer expires 9/30/21.

SCHOOL BUS & VAN DRIVERS
We’re Hiring in Bath

Apply 
Today!

 The Harpswell Lobster Boat Races 
returned to the waters off Basin Point 
on July 25, after a year off due to the 
pandemic. Dozens of boats turned 
out to race and watch, despite rain and 
wind making for choppy water.
 The first three races were 
nerve-wracking for organizers, as 
“the little boats had a wild time get-
ting to the finish line upright,” ac-
cording to Jon B. Johansen, president 
of Maine Lobster Boat Racing. The 
rain also made it difficult to record 
accurate speeds on a radar gun.
 Mark Davis and his Downeast 

Nightmare were the big winners, 
taking the Gasoline Class E, Gasoline 
Free-for-all and Fastest Lobster Boat 
races.
 Results follow, with the top three 
finishers in each category. Races 7, 8, 
14, 18, 21, 22 and 26 were not run due 
to lack of entrants. ⚓

Work boats under 24 feet
Race 1: Class A, skiffs 16 feet and un-
der, outboards up to 30 horsepower, 
operators up to 16 years old
1. Jenily, Jennifer and Emily Noyes 
(15.3 mph)

Race 2: Class B, inboard, outboard or 
outdrive, 31-90 horsepower
1. ---, Andy Correa
2. Big Potato, David Brewer
3. Miss Diane, Griffin Fogerty
Race 3: Class C, inboard, outboard or 
outdrive, 90 horsepower and up
1. Maritime Skiff 20 (46.3 mph), ---
2. Casco Miss, Dave Johnston
3. Slice, Margaret Perrotta

Wooden boats
Race 4: Wooden Boat Race A, any 
horsepower, up to 35 feet, 11 inches
1. Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen (16.6 
mph)
Race 5: Wooden Boat Race B, any 
horsepower, 36 feet and up
1. Delusional, Alan Dugas (23.5 mph)
2. Sand Dollars III, Scott Dugas
Gas-powered work boats, 24 feet and 
up
Race 6: Class A, four and six cylin-
ders, 24 feet and up
1. Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen
Race 9: Class D, V8, 376 cubic inches 
and up, 24 feet and up (non-working 
racer)
1. Foolish Pleasure, Mark Freeman
Race 10: Class E, V8, over 525 cubic 
inches, 28 feet and up, turbos/super-
chargers, alcohol and nitrous
1. Downeast Nightmare, Mark Davis

Diesel-powered work boats, 
24 feet and up

Race 11: Class A, up to 235 horse-
power, 24 feet to 31 feet, 11 inches
1. Lynn Marie, Riley Johnson
2. ---, Tristan Cloutier
Race 12: Class B, up to 235 horse-
power, 32 feet to 39 feet, 11 inches
1. Rewben, Andrew Millar (16.5 
mph)
Race 13: Class C, 236-335 horsepow-
er, 24 feet to 33 feet, 11 inches
1. Miss Attitude, Adam Kimball
2. Ruthless, Bruce Hamlin
Race 15: Class E, 336-435 horsepow-
er, 24 feet to 33 feet, 11 inches
1. Audrey May, Randy Durkee
2. Guilty Pleasure, Jake Dugas
Race 16: Class F, 336-435 horsepow-
er, 24 feet to 33 feet, 11 inches
1. Blue Dolphin II, Cameron Murphy
2. K. E. II, Scott Merryman
3. Sarah Mariah, Robert Johnson
Race 17: Class G, 436-550 horsepow-
er, 28 feet to 35 feet, 11 inches
1. Entrapment, Tom Cloutier
Race 19: Class I, 551-700 horsepow-
er, 28 feet to 35 feet, 11 inches
1. Lil’ Lisa Marie, Gary Genthner
2. Misty, Chris Smith
Race 20: Class J, 551-700 horsepow-
er, 36 feet to 39 feet, 11 inches
1. Delusional, Alan Dugas

Race 23: Class M (A), 40 feet and up, 
up to 500 horsepower
1. Pull ‘n’ Pray, Justin Papkee
Race 24: Class M (B), 40 feet and up, 
501-750 horsepower
1. Alexsa Rose, Matt Sheppard
2. Temptation, Wayne Clemons
3. Sand Dollars III, Scott Dugas
Race 25: Class N, 40 feet and up, 751 
horsepower and up
1. Whistlin’ Dixie, Andy Johnson
2. Four Girls, Tom Clemons

Special categories
Race 27: Gasoline Free-for-all
1. Downeast Nightmare, Mark Davis
2. Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen
Race 28: Diesel Free-for-all
1. Whistlin’ Dixie, Andy Johnson
2. Alexsa Rose, Matt Sheppard
3. Temptation, Wayne Clemons
Race 29: Slowest boat
1. Phoenix, Jesse Mitchell
2. Tidely-Idley, Sam Coolidge
3. Cindy Jen, Jon Johansen
Race 30: Novi boats
1. Phoenix, Jesse Mitchell
Race 31: Fastest Lobster Boat
1. Downeast Nightmare, Mark Davis 
(39.7 mph)
2. Whistlin’ Dixie, Andy Johnson
3. Alexsa Rose, Matt Sheppard

Harpswell Lobster Boat Races return, despite wind and rain

Mark Davis and Downeast Nightmare race to victory. (JON B. JOHANSEN PHOTO)
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BY ED LEVINE
 Walter M. Johnson, a lifelong 
island resident who served as chief 
of the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department, died Aug. 11 at the 
age of 69.
 Johnson was an OBIFD vol-
unteer for more than 20 years, re-
sponding to many fires and medical 
emergencies. He spent 14 years as a 
captain in charge of truck main-
tenance and operations, and two 
years as assistant chief before being 
named chief in 2015. He spent less 
than a year in the job before step-
ping down for health reasons.
 “Walter was extremely dedi-
cated,” said William Beazley, who 
spent 22 years as chief of the de-
partment before retiring from the 
post in 2013. “When he came to the 
department he was pretty commit-
ted. The longer he was involved, he 
was more dedicated.”
 Beazley noted that Johnson was 
first elected fire captain by a vote of 
all responding members, a sign of 
both his knowledge and leadership. 
During his tenure, he spearheaded 
the purchase of a new tanker truck 
for the department, as well as con-
struction of a storage building at the 
Orr’s Island station.
 “He was a real work-with-your-
hands kind of guy,” Beazley said.
 Ed Blain, who took over for Bea-
zley, said Johnson was the obvious 
choice for his assistant chief.
 “He was really well trained 

and was really willing to share 
that information,” Blain said. “He 
always had my back and was al-
ways very helpful. He was a tre-
mendous asset.”
 Johnson’s family goes back 
about a dozen generations in the is-
lands on his father’s side and several 
on his mother’s side. He grew up on 
Orr’s Island and was in the last class 
that graduated from the old Orr’s 
Island Schoolhouse, which is now 
owned by the fire department.
 “I always appreciated the local 
perspective he brought to the de-
partment. Having that perspective 
was incredibly valuable,” said Blain, 
who served in the job for two years 
before having to step down because 
of business commitments.
 Johnson, who took over for 

Blain, said at the time that his inter-
est in the department began when 
he was a child. In those days, a siren 
would sound to alert the volunteers 
and Johnson and his boyhood pals 
would often chase the fire trucks on 
their bicycles and watch the fire-
fighters work.
 As an adult, his work in com-
mercial construction took him out 
of town for many years, but once he 
settled down after three decades on 
the road, he joined the department.
 “Next to his family, the fire de-
partment was the most important 
part of his life, and he had many 
happy memories of the time he 
served,” said his sister, Marjorie 
Louise Overlock.
 Born on March 18, 1952, in 
Brunswick, he was the son of 
the late Reginald F. and Ethelyn 
M. (Richardson) Johnson. After 
graduating from Brunswick High 
School in 1970, he was employed as 
a carpenter, working for Dahlgren 
Construction and later Long Cove 
Builders.
 Johnson and his wife, Sally 
Brooks, were married at the home 
they built on Orr’s Island. Together, 
they traveled and camped all over 
New England and the Maritime 
provinces in their camper-van. He 
loved the outdoors, especially fish-
ing and hunting; was a devoted 
NASCAR fan; and enjoyed spend-
ing time with family.
 Brooks, a local schoolteacher, 

died in 2014.
 Survivors include his sister, 
Marjorie Louise and husband Carl 
Overlock, of Wiscasset; a nephew, 
two nieces, five great-nephews and 
nieces; and a great-great-niece.
 A graveside service will be held 
at 2 p.m. Sept. 4 at the Bailey Island 
Cemetery, followed by a celebration 

of life at the Orr’s Island School-
house, adjacent to the Orr’s Island 
fire station.
 The family welcomes memorial 
contributions to the Orr’s and Bai-
ley Islands Fire Department, P.O. 
Box 177, Orr’s Island, ME 04066; or 
The Willing Helpers, P.O. Box 233, 
Bailey Island, ME 04003. ⚓
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New monument on Orr's honors 171 island veterans
By DOUG WARREN
 About two dozen people turned 
out to help dedicate the Orr’s Is-
land Cemetery’s new veterans 
monument during a solemn cere-
mony on a sunny Saturday, Aug. 7.
 The simple granite memorial 
includes a bell and a flagpole and 
lists the names of 171 veterans of 
all branches of the U.S. military 
buried, or eligible for burial, at the 
historic cemetery. That includes 
residents, or former residents, of 
Orr’s Island or those with long 
heritage ties to it. Some of those 
listed are buried in other military 
cemeteries or at sea.
 The Rev. Benjamin Wallace Jr. 
opened the ceremony with an in-
vocation and Jim Jones, the Orr’s 
Island Cemetery Association’s 
president and superintendent, fol-
lowed with some brief remarks.
 “As we accumulate new names, 
they will be added to the list for 

future engraving on the monu-
ment,” said Jones, a U.S. Navy vet-
eran. “We might wish that before 
this stone is filled with names, that 
the need for the kind of sacrifice 
documented here will fade away."
 “History, however, suggests 
that will not be the case,” Jones 
added. “Of the 171 names listed in 
this first engraving, only one per-
son served out the term of service 
entirely in peacetime.”
 An honor guard from the John 
Leo Murray Jr. American Legion 
Post 171, of Harpswell, punctuat-
ed Jones’ address with the tradi-
tional three volleys of rifle fire and 
the playing of taps.
 The memorial was designed by 
Jack Sylvester, of Orr’s Island. It 
was built and installed by Collette 
Monuments, of Lewiston. Its cost 
of about $35,000 was a gift from 
two longtime residents of Orr’s Is-
land, both veterans.

 Dr. Philip Sumner, 96, a retired 
obstetrician and longtime island 
resident, was one of the people be-
hind the effort to create the mon-

ument and a special guest at the 
dedication.
 Sumner, a U.S. Army veteran, 
served for 30 months with Gen. 

George Patton’s 3rd Army during 
World War II and survived the 
Battle of the Bulge in the winter 
of 1944-1945. He rang the memo-
rial’s bell three times to bring the 
ceremony to a close.
 “It’s a beautiful symbol of the 
dedication of our American troops 
in all branches of the service,” said 
Sumner. “I’m so glad to have the 
chance to see it completed. Every-
one involved has done a great job.”
 Sumner reflected for a moment 
on his time in uniform: “I was 
very lucky. We had great leader-
ship, from Gen. Patton right down 
through our line officers. I can’t 
tell you how many foxholes I dug. 
But I can tell you that I’m proud 
to have my name on this memo-
rial with so many brave men and 
women.”
 Doug Warren is a member of 
the Orr’s Island Cemetery Board of 
Trustees. ⚓

Dr. Philip Sumner rings the bell on the new veterans memorial at the Orr’s 
Island Cemetery while his son, Philip Sumner Jr., looks on. (TRACI SUMNER PHOTO)

Colleagues remember former OBIFD chief as a dedicated leader

Walter M. Johnson volunteered with 
the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department for more than 20 years.
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BY J.W. OLIVER
 While the dedication of an aging 
core keeps the department func-
tioning, the ranks of volunteers at 
Harpswell Neck Fire and Rescue 
have become so thin the department 
responds to structure fires without 
enough people to go inside and has 
half the people it could use to provide 
emergency medical services.
 Fire Chief David Mercier has 
about eight interior firefighters, but 
not all respond to every fire. At re-
cent structure fires, "I've only had 
two others turn out besides myself," 
Mercier said.
 "Twelve people on scene would 
be ideal" for a structure fire, Mercier 
said, but even one more would help.
 Unless firefighters need to rescue 
someone, they cannot enter a build-
ing without four firefighters present.
 "I can't send two people in unless 
I have two people outside, ready to 
go in," Mercier said, in case the first 

two firefighters need rescuing.
 The Neck's shorthandedness 
means it relies heavily on assistance 
from the Cundy's Harbor Volun-
teer Fire Department and the Orr's 
and Bailey Islands Fire Depart-
ment, as well as the Brunswick Fire 
Department.
 All three Harpswell departments 
automatically respond to a structure 
fire anywhere in town, while the fire 
chiefs can request aid from Bruns-
wick and beyond if necessary.
 But Harpswell's geography 
means it takes time for help to arrive. 
In March 2020, the departments 
extinguished a house fire on Basin 
Point — a 20-minute trip for the is-
land departments.
 The rescue side of Harpswell 
Neck Fire and Rescue needs help too.
 "We have a core of about a dozen 
people who are active," Rescue Chief 
Harvey Pough said. He could use 
"twice as many, at least."

 With a couple of welcome excep-
tions, most of the rescue volunteers 
range in age from their late 50s to 
about 80, according to Pough.
 "We need younger people, be-
cause fire and rescue takes younger, 
stronger bodies, better eyes," said 
Marolyn Bibber, an advanced emer-
gency medical technician who serves 
as rescue captain.
 But few young people are 
available.
 "They're working. They have to 
earn a living, support a family, so 
most of us are retirees," said Deb 
Randall, an ambulance driver and 
board member.
 The drivers and EMTs take on-
call shifts. Pough is on the schedule 
66 hours a week and often responds 
to calls outside those hours.
 The coronavirus pandemic made 
a bad situation worse. "We lost a 
couple of people because they were 
at risk or had family members who 
were at risk," Pough said.
 The town of Harpswell contracts 
Mid Coast Hospital to provide a 
paramedic 24/7. The Mid Coast 
paramedic works out of a station 
on Mountain Road and responds to 
every medical call in Harpswell, but 
the volunteer services provide ambu-
lance transport as well as first aid.

 More than anything else, the 
Neck's rescue operation needs more 
EMTs. It has four right now.
 For years, Harpswell Neck Fire 
and Rescue has sought to recruit new 
members. Those efforts have yielded 
limited results, which Mercier attri-
butes to demographics.
 "We do not have young people 
on our side of town to participate," 
he said, and he sees the situation as 
unlikely to change. He joined the de-
partment in 1965 and estimated the 
average age of his firefighters at 55-60.
 Sometimes the department finds 
an enthusiastic volunteer, only to 
have the person balk at the time 
commitment for training.
 A new firefighter must undergo 
more than 400 hours of training over 
six months. An EMT must complete 
the equivalent of a yearlong college 
course. A driver must pass an emer-
gency vehicle operations course. All 
roles require ongoing training.
 "We have to meet all the same 
rules and regulations as a career de-
partment," Mercier said.
 Volunteers receive a modest sti-
pend, but find other rewards in the 
work.
 "The community needs this ser-
vice," Pough said. Volunteers learn 
lifelong skills and experience what 

Randall called "the powerful feeling 
of helping others." They work as part 
of a supportive and tight-knit team. 
Once people join, they tend to stay.
 Mercier, a former selectman, not-
ed that volunteer emergency medical 
services help keep Harpswell taxes 
the lowest in Cumberland County. 
A transition to a full-time fire service 
would result in a substantial budget 
increase.
 The town currently employs a 
full-time fire administrator, along 
with part-time and per diem fire-
fighters — enough so it has two 
available to respond anywhere in 
Harpswell from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
weekdays. The town firefighters 
work out of a station on Orr's Island 
now, but will spend some of their 
time at the Neck station after the 
completion of a major renovation 
around mid-September.
 Mercier sits on the town's fire and 
rescue planning committee, which 
continually reviews issues like volun-
teer levels and how Harpswell's com-
bination of independent, volunteer 
departments and municipal services 
is working. 
 "Is what we're doing sustainable? 
That is the question we have to an-
swer," Mercier said. "And if it isn't, 
what are we going to do about it?" ⚓
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Harpswell Neck Fire and Rescue sounds alarm for volunteers

Harpswell Neck Fire and Rescue’s Irving F. Chipman station. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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He credits his education at Mt. 
Ararat with giving him a great-
er appreciation for the world 
and preparing him for success 
as a teacher and principal. For 
example, his study of German 
at Mt. Ararat would eventually 
lead to a position teaching En-
glish in Austria.
 Hoffman graduated from 
Colby College in 2007. After a 
year in Austria, he and his wife 
moved to Brunswick and he 
started a 12-year run at Greely 
High School in Cumberland. 

He taught English and social 
studies for the first nine years, 
then served as principal the last 
three. Along the way, he earned 
a master’s degree in American 
and New England studies from 
the University of Southern 
Maine.
 Hoffman’s roots in the com-
munity and a shorter commute 
— a 12-minute bike ride instead 
of a 35-minute drive — attract-
ed him back to Mt. Ararat. He 
started July 1.
 When Hoffman talks about 
his philosophy as an educator, 
he often uses two words: en-
gagement and outcomes.
 “I think our most important 
first step as educators is to make 
sure that we’re engaging our stu-
dents in the learning process,” 
he said.
 To engage students, educa-
tors need to facilitate experi-
ences — like a biology assign-
ment he remembers from high 
school.
 The summer before his soph-
omore year, his homework was 
to pick a tiny plot of land and 
track the changes there through-
out the season. He chose a spot 
at the high-tide line near his 
home. The project “helped me 
develop an appreciation for the 
natural world and my little slice 
of it there in Harpswell,” he said.

 “We learn best when we can 
connect words and ideas with 
the tactile things around us,” 
Hoffman said.
 Of the second word, out-
comes, he said that both indi-
viduals and institutions make 
progress when they set tar-
gets for progress. “What is the 
growth that we want to see 
in ourselves and what is the 
growth that we want to help our 
students achieve?” he said.
 Hoffman is pursuing a doc-
torate in public policy with a 
concentration in educational 
leadership, and his thesis focus-
es on the stigma associated with 
career and technical education.
 “I’d like to promote a culture 
here that empowers students 
to explore and participate in 
learning programs that will help 
them achieve their goals and 
that encourage them to recog-
nize that all possible pathways 
toward a meaningful life and 
career are equally valued here,” 
he said.
 While Hoffman would like to 
shift his focus to other matters, 
he sees the COVID-19 pandem-
ic as the biggest challenge at the 
start of the school year.
 “Last year, only half of the 
students were here at one time,” 
he said. “We’re excited to have 
the whole student body here five 

days a week this coming year.” 
The school has 750 students, in-
cluding 120 from Harpswell.
 At the time of an interview 
in early August, Hoffman did 
not know what precautions 
the school would have in place 
to start the year. The school 
board later voted to require 
face coverings.
 Hoffman acknowledged 
that measures like masks and 
physical distancing can “take 
away from the educational 
experience.”
 “We’re going to have to con-
tinue to keep our kids safe and 
make sure everyone is comfort-
able in this environment and 
ready to learn,” he said.
 The “environment” is a year-
old, 153,000-square-foot school, 
the centerpiece of a $60.7 mil-
lion project. Construction of an 
athletic complex, nearly com-
plete in August, is the final step.
 Hoffman called the new 
building a “technological 
marvel.” Teachers will incor-
porate the building’s solar 
panels and geothermal heat-
ing-and-cooling system into 
their instruction.
 The school will celebrate the 
project’s completion with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at 4:30 
p.m. on Sept. 17.
 The old school dated to 

1973 and “was a dreadful place 
for learning in a lot of ways,” 
Hoffman said, built with an 
open-concept floor plan that 
proved unworkable. School of-
ficials soon added classroom 
walls.
 “You had to go through one 
room to get to another. Many 
rooms only had three walls. You 
could hear everything happen-
ing in the two classrooms next 
to yours, and there were silver 
linings to that, but overall it was 
a challenging environment to 
learn in, I think,” Hoffman said. 
“So it’s kind of silly, but walls, 
windows and doors are a mas-
sive advantage here.”
 Walls or no walls, Mt. Ara-
rat had a profound influence on 
Hoffman — and that influence 
has him excited about returning 
as its leader.
 “This place was formative 
to my development and I’d like 
to think that I can continue to 
have a positive influence on the 
community of students here and 
make sure the education we of-
fer will provide more opportu-
nities for students moving for-
ward,” Hoffman said.
 Away from school, Hoffman 
likes to spend time with fami-
ly — he and his wife have two 
daughters, ages 7 and 5 — and 
work on his dissertation. ⚓
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land, and who also documented 
the lives of Travellers, a tradition-
ally nomadic ethnic group, in the 
1960s.
 “One of the most visually fas-
cinating countries was India be-
cause of its shock of color and 
people,” said Freson. He followed 
a pilgrimage to Jain temples in 
India, while photographing the 
effects of a drought-induced fam-
ine during the same trip. He dis-
covered the beauty of Buddhism 
on assignment in Sri Lanka. “The 
fascination of the photographer is 
to find things you’ve never seen … 
to discover!”
 Freson soon became enchanted 
with depicting the lives of famous 
artists by exploring their connec-
tions to their surroundings and 
how those connections inspired 
their work.
 “When it comes to photo-
graphing people in their envi-
ronment, the people I’m most 
connected with are the artists. … 
I wanted to show how much the 
environment is part of their work,” 
said Freson, who created images 
of Salvador Dali, Marc Chagall, 

Joan Miro, David Hockney, Joan 
Mitchell, and Pierre Soulages. “I 
wanted to connect everything to 
their palettes and the tools they 
used, how some of them are messy 
and some of them are meticulous. 
To me, that’s very important.”
 Freson’s photojournalistic ap-
proach extended to the world of 
advertising when he decided to 
use local residents instead of mod-
els for his work with the tourism 
campaigns of Jamaica, Bermuda, 
the Bahamas and Haiti. Freson 
worked for the Jamaican tourism 
campaign for decades, during 
which time, on weeklong stints, 
he supervised a crew with a writer, 
an art director, an editor and two 
to three local guides, carrying up 
to $50,000 to pay expenses while 
hoping that the weather worked in 
their favor.
 Freson’s interest in keeping 
things local took on a life of its 
own with an assignment from Ma-
rie Claire in the late 1970s, which 
marked the beginning of a new 
era in Freson’s work. Freson was 
assigned to collect food from 15 
regions in France and bring it to 
a photography studio. He refused, 
instead choosing to photograph 
the farmers, the animals, the pro-
duce growing on the farms and in 

the vineyards, and the process of 
farm to market to table, among 
people and their houses and chefs 
and their restaurants, in each of 
the 15 regions.
 At that time, food photography 
was “done by famous magazines 
with very good photographers, 
who did an exquisite job of pho-
tographing impeccable, perfectly 
selected food on beautifully set 
tables with brand-new pots and 
plates," Freson said. He was more 
interested in showing the gritty 
patina of worn-out pots and pans 
that “looked like grandma’s frying 

pan!”
 “I wanted to show people what 
the fish looks like in the basket 
coming out of the water and how 
the farmers work, bringing the 
foods to the market, from grain to 
salmon to fruits," Freson said. This 
led to one of his most significant 
projects, "The Taste of France," a 
book featuring over 100 recipes 
and 375 color photographs, which 
was published in 1982 and has 
since been translated into six lan-
guages and sold 300,000 copies.
 In the late 1990s, Freson and 
his wife, who were living in the 

watermill on the family’s 1410 es-
tate in France, found themselves 
wishing to return to the United 
States, where their daughter, Ba-
bette, was living in their studio 
and apartment at Carnegie Hall 
in New York City. Knowing they 
wanted to live on the coast, the 
couple drove north until they 
reached New Hampshire.
 Although they hadn’t found 
their future home, they fondly re-
called their Christmas tradition of 
shopping at L.L. Bean and decided 
to make the trip to Maine before 
going to Vermont to visit friends. 
After visiting L.L. Bean, they 
looked for a place to spend the 
night on the coast and drove to-
ward Bailey Island. As luck would 
have it, they found a room at an 
island motel that was due to close 
for the season the following day.
 The next morning, on a per-
fectly clear October day, the cou-
ple decided to drive to the end of 
the island to admire the view. On 
the way, they saw a "for sale" sign. 
The rest, as they say, is history.
 “Maine picked us. We didn’t 
pick Maine,” said Freson, whose 
daughter, a former ballet dancer 
and veterinarian, now lives next 
door. “I love the peace of Maine. I 
love the silence.”
 What, you ask, is the best part 
of a well-lived life? “The most ex-
citing thing for me in my life is 
discovery, being in front of some-
thing you’ve never seen," Freson 
said. "Pick your subject and dig 
into it. Don’t give up too soon. 
Stay at it. Go further and further 
and you’ll discover things you 
never knew.”
 That, after all, is the true mean-
ing of the human experience. 
There is no better story.
 The Robert Freson Photo-
graphic Archive, which consists of 
350,000 images, can now be found 
at the Briscoe Center for Amer-
ican History at the University of 
Texas at Austin. ⚓
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BY SUSAN OLCOTT
 Harpswell is a vibrant coastal 
community that is full of water-
front activity, culture and histo-
ry. There is an amazing breadth 
of expertise and knowledge in 
the community that is worthy 
of being shared. To that end, 
a group of local organizations 
have come together to present a 
series of informal presentations 
entitled, “Living and Working 
in a Waterfront Community: 
A Conversation Series.” These 
presentations will be given by 
a suite of community members 
and representatives from the 
participating organizations in 
order to share stories and infor-
mation about Harpswell’s work-
ing waterfront.
 The idea began with a series 
of casual conversations among 
members of several organiza-
tions who realized a common 

need in the community. What 
could a local library do to help 
celebrate the waterfront aspects 
of Harpswell’s culture? How 
does that include fisheries? 
What is the role of conserva-
tion? Where does cultural pres-
ervation fit in? And how could 
they get the word out?
 The nexus of audiences and 
skill sets brought together the 
Cundy’s Harbor Library, Maine 
Coast Fishermen’s Association, 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, 
Holbrook Community Foun-
dation and Harpswell Anchor. 
Representatives from each orga-
nization met to outline the top-
ics they would cover and how to 
structure the presentations in a 
way that is open and accessible 
to a variety of people.
 The group decided to offer 
two events in the fall that will 
include both in-person and we-

binar options. The presentations 
will be recorded for those who 
aren’t able to make the sched-
uled dates. They will be paired 
with a series of articles in the 
Harpswell Anchor that will fo-
cus on different aspects of the 
working waterfront and will be 
coordinated with the presenta-
tions. These articles will be re-
printed in the HHLT and Maine 
Coast Fishermen's Association 
newsletters.
 A 2020 report by the Maine 
Coast Fishermen's Association, 
“The State of Maine’s Work-
ing Waterfront," identified 
the need for more communi-
cation and education in order 
to mitigate misunderstandings 
and instead celebrate a vibrant 
working waterfront.

 The first presentation, "Fish-
ing Through the Seasons," will 
focus on the variety of fisher-
ies in Harpswell as well as the 
methods and timing for harvest. 
Panelists will share information 
on what they catch, how and 
when. Representatives from a 
variety of fisheries, including 
shellfish, groundfish, lobstering 
and aquaculture, will be includ-
ed. Maine Coast Fishermen's 
Association staff will participate 
in the panel as well as moderate 
the hourlong conversation and 
half-hour of questions from the 
audience. This event will be held 
at the HHLT office on Oct. 21 
from 6-7:30 p.m.
 The second event, "Conver-
sations From the Fishing Com-
munity," will be an informal 

storytelling roundtable where 
different generations of Harp-
swell fishing families share what 
has changed over the years and 
what they have passed on. This 
event is meant to be an oppor-
tunity for those from the fish-
ing community, young and old, 
to talk casually with each other 
while giving audience members 
a chance to listen in on their 
conversations. The Maine Coast 
Fishermen's Association will 
moderate this panel too, along 
with the question-and-answer 
session following. The Cundy’s 
Harbor Community Hall will 
host the event on Nov. 18 from 
6-7:30 p.m.
 The partnering organizations 
plan to offer two more panels in 
the spring focused on coastal 
stewardship and how everyone 
can help to ensure a thriving 
waterfront in the face of climate 
change.
 This series of presentations 
and articles is being supported 
with funding from the Broad 
Reach Foundation. In addition, 
the Cundy's Harbor Library re-
ceived funding from the Amer-
ican Library Association to sup-
port the presentations, along 
with smaller, informal follow-up 
gatherings, such as book and 
discussion groups.
 For more information or 
to register for either of the fall 
events, contact Julia McLeod at 
outreach@hhlt.org. ⚓

Open by appointment - or 
watch for the open flag!

Call 207-833-6081
31 Widgeon Cove Lane

Harpswell, Maine  04079
www.widgeoncove.com

Showing 
◊ handmade paper
◊ paintings
◊ jewelry
◊ mixed media
◊ sculpture

*  Expanded coverage of Harpswell news, curated by an 
award-winning editor
  
  *  Free mailing of the newspaper

*  A new website with up-to-date information, calendar 
and a nonprofit corner where our local organizations can 
share press releases in real time

    *  No paywall for the website: past issues, current sto-
ries and calendar items are available for viewing for free

   *  Active Facebook updates
 

 *  Events and information sessions (coming soon)

Here is your new 

 All of this is thanks to your
tax-deductible gifts! 

Consider making a donation today. Make your check out to “Holbrook 
Community Foundation” with “Harpswell Anchor” in the memo. 

Mail to: Harpswell News, PO Box 448, Harpswell, ME  04079
Or make a gift on-line: harpswellanchor.org/donate

Local organizations collaborate to present waterfront conversation series

Dry Bones leads a line of fishing vessels on their way to pass by Watson’s 
wharf for the blessing of the fleet during Cundy’s Harbor Days. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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The Cribstone Bridge
Collection

The distinct crisscrossed design of Harpswell’s Cribstone Bridge allows the ebbs and flows of the ocean to pass through without compromise to 
its structure. Made from local granite and using no adhesives, this unique and ingenious design embraces both strength and permeability.

It is in this spirit that we designed our Cribstone Collection of jewelry pieces; a tribute to the power of nature met with the 
creativity of humanity. We think you will agree both the iconic bridge and our collection are treasures to be truly appreciated.

Explore our full collection online and in person in Brunswick, ME.

For A Life Worth Celebrating
keithfieldgoldsmith.com

BY CONNIE SAGE CONNER
 Poet Edna St. Vincent Mil-
lay was one of the most notable 
women of the early 20th centu-
ry. She also was one of the most 
troubled.
 A Maine native, Millay and 
her husband owned Ragged Is-
land in Harpswell. It was where 
she could escape the public’s 
eye and attempt to recover from 
multiple addictions —to alco-
hol, morphine, barbiturates and 
cigarettes.
 “Dealing with addictions was 
important to her on Ragged Is-
land. It helped her heal,” said 
Gary Lawless, co-owner of Gulf 
of Maine Books in Brunswick. 
A poet himself, Lawless spoke 
about Millay last month at the 
Orr’s-Bailey Yacht Club on Orr’s 
Island.
 Millay’s “is essentially a sad 
story,” said Lawless. “Sometimes 
sad stories created beautiful art. 
In every profession people are 
struggling and still create beau-
tiful things.”
 In 1923, Millay became the 

first woman to win a Pulitzer 
Prize in poetry.
 Described as beautiful with 
bright red hair and green eyes, 
Millay was independent, a free 
spirit, a feminist and social ac-
tivist. She had multiple relation-
ships with both men and wom-
en.
 Born in Rockland, Millay was 
a 1909 graduate of Camden High 

School. Known as “Vincent” or 
“Vince,” she was named after 
St. Vincent’s Hospital in Green-
wich Village, where her mother’s 
brother had recovered after be-
ing pinned below deck on a ship.
 “Renascense" was published 
in 1912 and won fourth place in 
a poetry contest. Judges claimed 
that “no little girl could have 
written that,” said Lawless.

 That year, while working at 
the Whitehall Inn in Camden, 
Millay read “Renascense” to a 
group that included Caroline B. 
Dow, head of the YWCA Train-
ing School in New York. Dow 
was so impressed she helped 
raise funds for Millay to attend 
Vassar the following year.
 As her poems and plays were 
published, Millay gained celeb-
rity status. In 1923 she married 
Dutch businessman Eugen Jan 
Boissevain. They lived in New 
York but she had always want-
ed to return to Maine. A decade 
after their marriage, they were 
visiting friend Tess Root Adams 
on Bailey Island. Early one July 
morning she spotted Ragged Is-
land 4 miles out to sea.
 To Millay, it was the most 
beautiful island she’d ever seen. 
Two weeks later her husband 
bought the island for $750.
 She was “a girl who all her 
life loved the tideline of the sea,” 
said Lawless.
 The Harpswell cottage, with 
no running water or electric-

ity, became their haven. She 
was “part mermaid,” said Law-
less, and everyone on the island 
swam in the nude. She wrote: 
“We think bathing dress of any 
sort is indecent, and so do the 
waves and so do the seagulls and 
so does the wind.”
 “The way she describes Rag-
ged Island is her interior,” said 
Lawless. “Her inner world was 
troubled a lot of the time but she 
wrote beautifully about it."
 Millay never recovered from 
an auto accident in 1936 and 
became addicted to morphine. 
Her husband died of lung can-
cer in 1949. A year later, Millay 
tumbled down steep stairs in her 
nightclothes at their Austerlitz, 
N.Y. home. Her body was found 
the next morning; she was 58.
 Millay’s poem “Ragged Is-
land” was published posthu-
mously in 1954. Its last stanza 
reads: "Oh, to be there, under the 
silent spruces / Where the wide, 
quiet evening darkens without 
haste / Over a sea with death ac-
quainted, yet forever chaste." ⚓

Poet Edna St. Vincent Millay found solace on Ragged Island

Edna St. Vincent Millay on Ragged Island. (ROCKLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO)
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 The results of a spring survey 
about what the community wants 
from a new Harpswell Anchor 
show widespread excitement and 
support for the newspaper's return.
 The Harpswell News Board of 
Directors mailed 4,122 surveys to 
Harpswell property owners and re-
ceived 747 responses.
 "The response to this survey has 
been phenomenal," said Greg Be-
stick, president of the board. "We 
want to thank everybody who took 
the time to send us feedback and 
suggestions. We'll use what they've 
told us to make the Anchor an even 
better resource for the community."
 The survey results show a desire 
for news about Harpswell — its 
events, government, history, people 
and schools.
 A whopping 99.59% of respon-
dents answered that they read the 
old Anchor, with 84.2% saying 
they read the Anchor regularly 
and another 15.4% saying they 
read occasionally.
 Also close to unanimous was 
support for keeping the Anchor’s 
name, at 97.71%.
 In response to a question about 

how they want to receive the news, 
82.39% of respondents wanted 
to continue receiving a monthly 
print product. Respondents could 
choose multiple answers to this 
question: 45.12% wanted a digi-
tal version of the print newspaper, 
28.89% supported a website with 
regular updates and 11.28% asked 
for news on social media.
 The Anchor is now provid-
ing news via all four methods: a 
monthly print edition mailed to ev-
ery Harpswell address and a digital 
replica of the print edition at harp-
swellanchor.org, as well as frequent 
updates on harpswellanchor.org 
and the Anchor’s Facebook page.
 Local news, a community calen-
dar and features were the top three 
answers to the question, “What 
content would you like to see in a 
new Harpswell paper?” Those op-
tions captured support from 97.3%, 
95.14% and 91.77% of respondents, 
respectively.
 The new Anchor has continued 
to provide all three, with an em-
phasis on news about town govern-
ment, schools and the waterfront.
 Numerous survey respondents 

offered their time as volunteers and 
the Anchor has already drawn on 
this resource. For example, Kate 
Willeford, a certified public ac-
countant who volunteered through 
the survey, now serves as treasurer 
of the Harpswell News board.
 The Anchor has followed up on 
the many offers of help through a 
recent email newsletter. The orga-
nization now has a team of volun-
teers it can ask for assistance with 
anything from stuffing envelopes 
to replenishing newspapers in lo-
cal businesses. To be added to this 
group, contact Janice Thompson 
at 207-504-4428 or janice@harp-
swellanchor.org.
 The survey solicited general 
comments too, with many respon-
dents sharing their hopes and ideas 
for the reincarnation of the Anchor.
 Some comments focused on the 
potential for the Anchor to connect 
and strengthen the town.
 "A vibrant local newspaper is a 
foundation and a keystone of an in-
formed and engaged community," 
one respondent said.
 "I believe the Harpswell Anchor 
could be a 'tool' to connect our 

community and draw its people to-
gether," another wrote.
 Several commenters expressed a 
desire for the Anchor to be a non-
partisan, objective news source.
 "We have a diverse-in-thought 
community — lobstermen, con-
tractors, lawyers, teachers — can 
we express all viewpoints without 
condemning people who don't 
share one or the other viewpoint?" 
one commenter said. "Let's make it 
an all-inclusive Harpswell Anchor."
 J.W. Oliver, editor of the new 
Anchor, said the newspaper will 
strive for fairness and uphold jour-
nalistic ethics.
 "Harpswell News has 'nonparti-
san' right in its mission statement," 
Oliver said. "We will not endorse 
candidates, we will not take sides 
on referendum questions and we 
will insist on civility on our letters 
page." In addition, the Anchor will 
cover news from all geographic and 
demographic corners of the town.
 The vast majority of survey re-
spondents shared a sentiment ex-
pressed in one concise comment: 
"We miss the Anchor!"  Before it 
ceased publication, the paper had 

been a beloved community re-
source for 22 years, and the Harp-
swell News board and staff are 
pleased to bring it back to life.
 The Harpswell Anchor and 
Harpswell News continue to wel-
come feedback from the commu-
nity. For business inquiries, email 
janice@harpswellanchor.org. For 
news inquiries, email joliver@harp-
swellanchor.org. Send mail to P.O. 
Box 448, Harpswell, ME 04079. ⚓

Survey shows excitement, support for Anchor’s revival

In early August 2021, members of the Northern Energy Services team  assist-
ed Uncle Pete’s Community Store to become more energy efficient by install-
ing Fujitsu Heat Pumps to reduce their dependence on fossil fuels, becoming 
more environmentally sensitive. 

“They did a great job,” said Peter “Uncle Pete” Arnold on one of the hottest 
days of the summer. “We had no air conditioning before, and we wanted our 
customers to be comfortable. It helps that we can do it in a sustainable way.”

On that hot day several customers smiled while eating their chowder and 
sandwiches in the coolness. “We love it!” one of them exclaimed.

Tom Atwood, owner of Northern Energy Services, happened to be visiting 
to make sure the installation went well. “We service businesses and homes 
all throughout Harpswell,” he said. “Heat pumps are the most reliable and 
economical choice over time. Period.”

Sponsored Content

~ Photo courtesy of Jerry Klepner ~

CALL (207) 653-8538
To start saving on your heating bill

northernenergyservicesllc.com11 South Street
Topsham, ME  0406
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Serving dinner and weekend brunch,  
we focus on creative, internationally-

influenced takes on local favorites in our 
remodeled early 20th century school house.

www.schoolhouse1913.com

SEASONAL MENUS | FULL BAR | SPECIAL EVENTS AND PRIVATE PARTIES

Call for reservations today! 207.295.2029
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207-837-2920

Brunswick Test Prep Tutoring
Holly Apicella

Hollyapicella@gmail.com
(207) 408-3541

* Individualized academic  
    and test prep tutoring 
   (act/sat/gre/ap)

* on-line or in person

Excellent Local
References!

Harpswell Heritage Land Trust’s Stories of Change Webinars
Monthly talks on a variety of topics, including:

From Global to Local: Connecting the global climate 
justice movement to Maine with Ania Wright on
Monday, September 13 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Rockweed Research from the Bottom up with Hannah 
Webber on Tuesday, October 26 from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Register and watch recordings of past webinars at 
www.hhltmaine.org.

BY TIM MCCREIGHT
VICE PRESIDENT, 
HARPSWELL HERITAGE
LAND TRUST
 It’s interesting to think about the 
changes that have taken place since 
Capt. John Stover built his house near 
the point that would eventually bear 
his name. At that time, the slopes 
were covered in tall trees that yielded 
valuable wood for masts, lumber and 
firewood. Once the land was cleared 
and the stumps pulled out by oxen, 
the land could be used for farming for 
personal use and selling to Brunswick 
and other nearby markets.
 Through all the changes from 
those days until now, the hard-packed 
gravel of Stover’s Point has remained 
largely unchanged. The people of 
Harpswell can be grateful to the gen-
erous private citizens who donated 
the 4.2 acres of Stover’s Point to The 
Nature Conservancy in 1969. Two 
years later, that organization passed it 
along to the Harpswell Garden Club, 
which cared for the beloved proper-
ty for 29 years before transferring its 
care and stewardship to the Harp-
swell Heritage Land Trust in 2000.
 The stated mission of the Harp-
swell Heritage Land Trust is to “pre-
serve and protect Harpswell’s natural 
resources, cultural heritage, and ac-
cess to the outdoors.” Some may ar-
gue that the best way to protect Harp-
swell’s natural resources is to leave 
land and shore untouched except by 
the plants and animals that live there. 
However, access to the outdoors for 
humans is also a core part of the mis-
sion and equitable access comes with 
accessible information and passable 
roads. These two objectives can be at 

odds with each other and a middle 
ground must be found. In a way, that 
is the very definition of the work of 
land trusts.
 This is a difficult needle to thread, 
as seen at the national parks, includ-
ing Maine's own treasure, Acadia, 
where crowds of people converge to 
get away from, well, crowds of people. 
For the last several years, HHLT has 
pursued a gentle approach at Stover’s 
Point through signage, sheriff’s visits 
to enforce the dusk-to-dawn ban on 
vehicles, and a beach monitor to ed-
ucate users and encourage them to 
follow parking, pet and other com-
monsense rules. For a variety of rea-
sons, HHLT is now reexamining this 
light-touch approach.
 After careful consideration and 
discussions with neighbors of the 
preserve, HHLT has decided to cre-
ate a pedestrian-only section at the 
tip of the slim peninsula. This area is 
the most fragile and the first to suffer 
from damage to seagrass and marine 
life.
 Other related steps include new 
signs to remind visitors of the pre-
serve guidelines, updated brochures 
and web content and a new guide-
line requesting that visitors do not 
walk on the marsh grass. In addition, 
the staff monitor’s hours have been 
increased, providing a friendly and 
knowledgeable person to explain the 
glories (and courtesies) of Stover’s 
Point Preserve.
 For more information about Sto-
ver’s Point Preserve and the changes 
taking place there, go to hhltmaine.
org or contact Executive Director 
Reed Coles at 207-721-1121 or info@
hhltmaine.org. ⚓

HHLT seeks to balance access with protection at Stover’s Point

A sign warns visitors to keep off the marsh grass at Stover’s Point Preserve. (TIM MCCREIGHT PHOTO)
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BY ROB MONTANA
HARPSWELL AGING AT HOME
 After an 18-month hiatus owing to 
the coronavirus pandemic, Harpswell 
Aging at Home's Lunch with Friends is 
back.
 One event took place Sept. 2 at 
Mackerel Cove, with one remaining 
— Thursday, Sept. 9 at Mitchell Field. 
There is a possibility of more taking 
place in October. HAH tested the wa-
ters during the spring and summer, 
hosting outdoor gatherings at both 
September locations.
 “We know everyone has been anx-
ious to get back to the delicious food 
and socializing that we were used to 
with Lunch with Friends,” said Surrey 
Hardcastle, chair of Harpswell Aging at 
Home's Food Committee.
 In the past, lunches took place in 
five locations — Harpswell Neck, Orr's 
Island, Bailey Island, Great Island and 
Cundy's Harbor — but Hardcastle 
said those do not “seem feasible at this 
time.”
 “Given that the Snacks with Friends 
format was successful, we have decided 
to reinvent Lunch with Friends (out-
side) at these scenic locations,” she said.
 Given that the lunch event will be 
taking place outside, inclement weath-

er could cause postponements. A rain 
date — Friday, Sept. 10 for Mitchell 
Field — has been planned. The Harp-
swell town office will be notified of 
postponement or cancellation.
 Since the beginning of January, 
HAH's food team has served 2,138 
meals through its Meals in a Pinch pro-

gram and the two Snacks with Friends 
gatherings.
 “We are committed to continuing 
to support those who need meals de-
livered (Meals in a Pinch takes place 
every other week) and providing food 
events for all in a way that is consistent 
with the ever-changing CDC recom-

mendations,” said Hardcastle. “It is im-
portant for us to provide experiences 
that are social as well as nutritious.”
 As for the unpredictable nature of 
the coronavirus, Hardcastle said Harp-
swell Aging at Home will follow rec-
ommendations from the Maine Cen-
ter for Disease Control and Prevention.

 “If they say no outdoor socializa-
tion, obviously we will cancel,” she said. 
“We are checking their updates all the 
time.”
 In addition to being outside, anoth-
er COVID-19 impact on Lunch with 
Friends is that attendees will be asked 
to bring a chair.
 “Also, instead of a buffet-style pre-
sentation, servers will deliver food 
options to each person, as they did at 
Snacks with Friends,” Hardcastle said. 
“We are doing everything to ensure 
your safety in food preparation and 
presentation.”
 What will be the same?
 “The food will continue to be in-
credible! Our amazing Harpswell chefs 
will provide us with delicious, creative 
finger food options,” said Hardcastle. 
“Participants will continue to go home 
having eaten too much and tried some 
new things while enjoying the recon-
nection with other Harpswellites and 
making new friends.”
 She was quick to note the support 
HAH has received from the town of 
Harpswell, Harpswell Heritage Land 
Trust, the Orr's Island Library Book 
Group and other volunteers who make 
these events possible.
 Hardcastle said Harpswell residents 
of all ages should attend Lunch with 
Friends.
 “It takes all of us to create this won-
derful community,” she said. “It is a 
great way for residents to reconnect as 
well as for new members of Harpswell 
to meet people and to take part in what 
makes it special.”
 For more information about 
Harpswell Aging at Home, visit its 
website at hah.community or its Face-
book page. ⚓

 

 

All Saints Chapel (Episcopal) 
9 Cooper Lane, Orr’s Island 

 
Join us for our 121st year of summer services 

 
Sundays at 9 a.m. - July 4-September 26 

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
https://fishmoonyoga.com

Kenney Landscaping

Terence and Julie Kenney
207-729-1461
harpswell.landscaping@gmail.com
Family owned and operated since 1972

Fully insured, DEP certifi ed, BBB accredited

Gift basket delivery
Wine Beer Cheese Chocolate

Black Sheep Wine and Beer Shop

105 Mountain Road
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-725-9284
www.blacksheepwine.com

Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Repair & Upgrades

info@fkby.com    (207) 833-6885

Harpswell Aging at Home's Lunch with Friends returns

An aerial view of the Snacks with Friends event at Mitchell Field in June. (MIKE MISKILL PHOTO)
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A Huge Thank You!

Follow us at :
https://www.obifd.org/

and 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/obifdmaine

We’d like to pay tribute to everyone who participated in the 2021 Online 
Auction to benefit the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire Department. We raised 
about $15,000 to support our volunteer first responders in their life-saving 
work. Thank you so much for your participation. It was quite fun as well. 

BY BUTCH LAWSON
 It’s a beautiful morning on the 
rock. After an unusually long rainy 
spell, Ma Nature seems to have slaked 
her thirst enough to bless us with one 
of those rare and perfect Maine sum-
mer days, sunny and warm with a 
slight onshore breeze. Even the cem-
etery grass is green. I don’t remember 
an August when the cemetery grass 
wasn’t baked dry and crispy. Today, 
the soft grass beckons the barefooted 
to visit, explore, reflect.
 It’s the weekend and today is quiet 
and, with the deck umbrella up, it is 
just right for enjoying a relaxing start 
to the day. There’s a slight squeaking as 
the umbrella moves with the breeze, 
and occasionally I hear the lapping 
and clinking sound of the dog drink-
ing from a stainless steel water dish, 

tossing me a look of appreciation as 
she ambles back to her place in the 
morning sun. The clinking comes 
from ice cubes floating in the water, 
but otherwise nothing disturbs the 
scene from the deck. Out in the bay, 
lobster boats run from one string to 
the next while pleasure boats of every 
description quickly zip or slowly plod 
through the fishing grounds. It seems 
as if the world got off to an early start 
today.
 This morning it is the quiet that is 
most noticeable. As I write this, it is still 
midsummer and the quiet I most love 
is weeks and months away. It’s still the 
season of car-top kayaks, bicyclists, jog-
gers, walkers meandering with dogs, 
and minivans with foreign plates, their 
cruise control set to “crawl.”
 But, at least for now, the silence is a 
treat. Shortly, probably before I’ve fin-
ished my second cup of dark-brewed 
Black Silk, the quiet will be lost for a 
time as the islands, the Harbor and the 
Neck fully come alive and begin the 
day working, mowing, playing, run-
ning to town with weekend errands, 
mowing, visiting friends and checking 
on relatives, exercising, and I should 
probably mention mowing. Our visi-

tors to town will busy themselves with 
the usual vacation activities and oth-
ers, just out for a ride, will round up a 
dozen good friends and, firing up their 
Road Kings, take a slow tour around-
town, exploring our miles of scenic 
roads. Quiet will be a memory.
 Then, in a few weeks, we’ll be bless-
ed with the quiet that characterizes the 
town at the end of what we all hope 
will be a successful tourist season. 
We’ll be left to ourselves to figure out 
what to do with the quiet and there’s 
a lot of it to do something with. Just 
about all of the few remaining restau-
rants will close. Thankfully, reliable 
Cook’s has remained open for most 
of past winters except for a midwin-
ter month of deep cleaning. General 
stores will close early and often.
 For all but the most dedicated, it 
will be too cold to enjoy a motorcycle 
ride, with or without friends. Almost 
all the gift shops will close. Most of us 
are OK with that, since our miniature 
pot buoy keychains and driftwood 
knickknack collections have been 
complete for maybe three generations. 
Luckily, we can still look to Land’s End 
Gift Shop for emergency sweatshirt 
needs through most of the year.

 And there are a couple of pluses 
this year. There is a gas station oper-
ating in town again, though it’s helpful 
for only a portion of us. For most, the 
gasoline stations at Cook’s Corner are 
about the same distance away or less. 
The most wonderful baked goods can 
now be had right in my own neigh-
borhood, as a well-known local baker 
has established a kiosk offering fresh 

cakes, pies and assorted yummies. It 
seems retirement is not her style and 
that’s alright with me, even if my waist-
line is unhappy about it. 
 Actually, 2021 is shaping up to be 
a whole lot better than 2020. Still, I’m 
looking forward to the quiet, thankful 
that it is the longest season.
 Butch Lawson lives on Bailey Island 
and is an observer of life. ⚓

Thinking in Public: Morning on the rock August crossword answers:
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BY ED ROBINSON
 If there was a contest for the 
title of “cutest Maine bird,” the 
winner would probably be the 
Atlantic puffin. There are lots of 
other feathered contenders, but 
people seem to fall in love at first 
sight with the chubby, colorful lit-
tle puffins. Standing just 8 inches 
tall and weighing 1 pound, this 
bird inspires oohs and aahs with its 
brilliant orange bill and a comical, 
waddling walk.
 Maine nearly lost its breeding 
population of puffins because of 
habitat destruction, predation and 
declining fish stocks. By the 1970s 
there were fewer than 100 breed-
ing pairs left on a couple of remote 
islands. Thanks to Project Puffin, 
launched in 1973 by the National 
Audubon Society with help from 
Maine Audubon, our Maine De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife and many volunteers, res-
toration efforts have increased the 

puffin population along Maine’s 
coast to several thousand birds. 
Now there are multiple opportuni-
ties for you to see these wonderful 
birds in their natural habitat, along 
with other oceangoing birds of 
equal beauty.
 If you are looking for some-
thing to do this summer or au-
tumn outside the ordinary, book 
a boat trip out of a scenic location 
like Winter Harbor, Bar Harbor, 
New Harbor or Boothbay Harbor. 
There are commercial boat cruises 
of all sorts during our months of 
good weather, offering the chance 
to spot seabirds, whales and dol-
phins and visit historic spots like 
Monhegan Island.
 Look for those trips that in-
clude opportunities to spot puffins 
near breeding islands, like Eastern 
Egg Rock or Matinicus Rock. Con-
servation groups like Maine Audu-
bon also offer offshore trips for 
bird watchers. Take your camera 
and good binoculars so you can 
fully appreciate the sights on offer.
 We were fortunate on June 2 to 
join the first group this season on 
Machias Seal Island via a cruise out 

of the Down East harbor at Cutler. 
Capt. Patterson runs Bold Coast 
Charters, with permission to land 
15 people daily between early June 
and mid-August. This is the only 
island in Maine where non-scien-
tists are allowed during breeding 
season — most seabird breeding 
islands, including those in Harp-
swell, are closed to visitors between 
mid-March and the end of August.
 The weather was sunny and 
warm, with a light breeze, offering 
ideal conditions to observe and 
photograph thousands of puffins, 
razorbills, gulls and a stunning 
northern gannet. As we stood hud-
dled in our small wooden blind, 
we thrilled to the sight of puffins 
within a few feet, with other birds 
zipping overhead or landing on the 
roof. In our two hours on the tiny 
island, I took over 2,500 photos, a 
feast of beautiful images to warm 
any nature lover’s heart.
 If you would like to learn more 
about Atlantic puffins and dozens 
of other wild inhabitants of Maine, 
look for my new book, "Nature 
Notes from Maine Vol. II: Puffins, 
Black Bears, Raccoons & More," 

available in September. All profits 
from the book benefit the conser-
vation and public education efforts 
of the Harpswell Heritage Land 
Trust.

 Ed Robinson, of Orr's Island, 
retired from the biotechnology in-
dustry. His primary interests are 
writing, photography and speaking 
about the natural world. ⚓

Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Baths

Small Space Storage Solutions
Built-ins & Bookcases

Hank Thorburn, Housewright & Heidi Thorburn

www.thor-construction.com -- 833-2803 -- Thorburn Lane, Harpswell

Contains 68 beautiful images
 of Harpswell

Support HHLT & HAH by ordering your copy 
at www.fuzepublishing.com/product/harpswell

All profits go to these two community organizations

Also available for purchase at local Harpswell stores

LOG CABIN
An Island Inn

Open for the season, through October 31

P.O. Box 410
Bailey Island, Maine 04003

207-833-5546
Fax 207-833-7858

www.logcabin-maine.com

Pat Lawson
207-798-1828  

plawson@legacysir.com
Harpswell Resident | Glob al  Reach

Each Office is Independentaly Owned & Operated

Untitled-1   1 7/15/2021   4:44:00 PM

Harpswell Naturalist: Maine’s Atlantic puffins

An Atlantic puffin on Machias Seal Island. (ED ROBINSON PHOTO)

We are now seeking 
on-line ads

For special rates and more details, see 
harpswellanchor.org/advertise or contact Janice at 

janice@harpswellanchor.org or (207) 504-4428
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assassination, the country had 
seen daily protests calling for 
Moïse to resign, White said. The 
unrest had arisen out of discon-
tent about unemployment and 
violence.
 “Kidnappings now are a dai-
ly occurrence. The murder rate 
has quadrupled in the last year,” 
White said. “Nobody dares go to 
school. Nobody even dares go to 
market.” Gangs have taken over 
much of the capital city, Port-au-
Prince.
 The day of the assassination, 
White received a 5 a.m. phone 
call with the news. 
 “I was surprised but I was not 
shocked,” she said.
 White suspects the world may 
never know the full story be-
hind Moïse’s assassination. She is 
skeptical of accounts focusing on 
Dr. Christian Emmanuel Sanon, 
a Haitian American pastor and 
physician said to have claimed 
that God sent him to replace 
Moïse.
 “I think the important thing 
is, well, what do we do now?” 
White said.
 The U.S., a powerful force 
in Haiti, wants the country 
to hold elections this year, 
but White is advocating for a 
change of priorities.
 “The mechanics of a decent 
election are not in place,” she 
said. An election now would see 
low confidence, low turnout and, 
as a result, low support for new 
leadership.
 “My thing is, do three things 
first: Get food security, get 
physical security and deal with 
COVID,” she said — the vacci-
nation rate in Haiti was 0.1% as 
of Aug. 19, according to Reuters. 
“And then you can turn your at-
tention toward the organization 
of elections, maybe over the next 
two years.”
 White has been trying to 
change U.S. thinking on the issue 
for 35 years. Haiti was her first 
post as a foreign service officer in 
1985.
 Since the late 1950s, Haiti had 
been a dictatorship, first under 
François “Papa Doc” Duvalier 
and then his son, Jean-Claude 
“Baby Doc” Duvalier.
 About six months after White 
arrived and as anti-Duvalier pro-
tests grew, the U.S. ambassador 
picked up Baby Doc and his wife 
in the middle of the night and 
escorted them to a plane, which 

flew them to exile in France.
 The next day, White re-
members, “all hell broke loose.” 
The U.S. embassy evacuated 
three-quarters of its staff amid 
the riots, but White stayed.
 The ambassador called a 
meeting of the embassy staff and 
told them the U.S. wanted to see 
elections.
 “I remember, even though I 
was a junior, nothing officer, say-
ing to him, ‘But Mr. Ambassador, 
elections? I mean, this country 
has no political parties, it doesn’t 
have a vibrant civil society, it 
doesn’t have a justice system that 
functions. … I think we need to 
build up institutions in the coun-
try before we can think about 
elections,” White recalls. “And he 
said, ‘No, the Haitian people de-
serve elections.’”
 “That was, I think, a big, big 
mistake, all those many years 
ago,” White said. Haiti has had 
20 presidential administrations 
since Baby Doc.
 White left Haiti in 1990, going 
on to serve in many other coun-
tries and ascend through the 
ranks of the foreign service. In 
2010, she became ambassador to 
The Gambia, a sliver of a country 
in West Africa. Two years later, 
she returned to Haiti as ambas-
sador. It would be her last post 
before retirement, and she em-
braced the opportunity to end 
her foreign service career in the 
place where it began.
 At the time, the country was 
recovering from a 2010 earth-
quake “where 250,000 people 
died in five minutes,” as White 
summarizes it.
 “The country was in sham-
bles,” she said. The earthquake 
had destroyed the airport and 
port, as well as many hospitals, 
schools and factories.
 Haiti “was the poorest coun-
try in the Western Hemisphere 

before the earthquake — you can 
imagine what it was like after the 
earthquake,” White said.
 White believes the U.S. in-
vestment in Haiti after the earth-
quake was inadequate, but “we 
did do miraculous things right 
after the earthquake,” she said.
 “We did get rid of all that rub-
ble. We did rebuild an airport. 
We did get the port function-
ing. We did build schools every-
where. We did train teachers ev-
erywhere,” she said. 
 “I’m very proud of the work 
that we did while I was there,” 
she said, but “it’s hard when you 
don’t really have enough mon-
ey or enough time to do the in-
depth work that is really needed.”
 She developed a close rela-
tionship with Martelly, the char-
ismatic president. Martelly could 
play any instrument or song, she 
recalls. “He would come to my 
house and he would say, ‘What 
do you want to hear?’” she said. 
 Like Moïse after him, Martelly 
allowed parliamentary terms to 
expire without holding elections 
and governed by executive order 
late in his presidency. Charges of 
corruption and scandal beset his 
inner circle.
 But Martelly “loved people 
and they loved him back” and he 
tried to move the country for-
ward, White said.
 Violent crime — rampant af-
ter the earthquake — was down 
under Martelly, White said. The 

dangerous exodus of refugees 
across the Caribbean Sea to Flor-
ida slowed.
 The magnitude 7.2 earth-
quake last month was more pow-
erful than the 7.0 quake in 2010, 
but struck an outlying region 
and caused a fraction of the dev-
astation. Still, Haitian authorities 
have reported 2,189 deaths, with 
12,268 people injured and tens of 
thousands displaced.
 White called the earthquake 
“misery added onto chaos.” Gang 
control of roads is slowing the de-
livery of supplies to the affected 
region, on the country’s southern 
peninsula, and the dysfunctional 
government is little help.
 Despite past and present cri-
ses, White says politicians and the 
public have the wrong idea about 
Haiti. She describes Haitians as 
creative, hardworking, joyful 
people who want their country to 
prosper. With enough opportuni-
ty, she believes they could achieve 
change. But natural disasters, 
coupled with inadequate support 
from the international communi-
ty, have sabotaged those efforts.
 To create this opportunity, 
Haiti needs education and jobs. A 
program of the type White envi-
sions would cost billions, though. 
White predicts that the U.S. and 
the international community 
will provide aid after last month’s 
earthquake, but sees long-term 
investment as unlikely.
 White was born in Lewiston 

and grew up in Auburn. She 
graduated from Edward Little 
High School and the University 
of Maine at Orono before going 
on to earn master’s degrees in 
international development and 
national resource strategy.
 Her connection to Orr’s Is-
land dates to the early 1970s, 
when her parents started coming 
to the island. She and her fami-
ly have long vacationed on Orr’s 
and she moved there year-round 
upon retiring in 2015.
 She calls Orr’s Island a “mag-
ical” place with a caring and 
friendly community. She volun-
teers at the Mingo Club and the 
Orr’s Island Library, and enjoys 
golf, reading and cooking.
 She remains active in the di-
plomacy world by serving on 
the boards of Global Camps 
Africa, which focuses on HIV/
AIDS prevention in South Afri-
ca; and the University of Maine 
School of Policy and Internation-
al Affairs, where she sometimes 
teaches and mentors students as 
well.
 “Development and diplomacy 
are the way our country remains 
safe in the world,” she said. She 
often reminds her students of 
this important mission.
 “We need you. We need your 
talent. We need your brains. We 
need your spirit,” she said. “It’s 
crucial to our future as a country 
and if we don’t use those tools, 
our country is going to suffer.” ⚓

Tree Care Specialists

  David Gillis Design  ·  Harpswell Anchor: 5.8685” X 2”  ·  06/18/21  ·  WellTree-HA-3colX2

Property Management

Caretaking

Debris Clearing

Plowing & Sanding

Concierge Services

Cleaning

Cell:  207-522-2582
david@safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

David Johnson
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We do small jobs as well!

• Roof and Deck Shoveling in Winter
• Clutter clean out and hauling
• Deconstruction and hauling - decks out                              
   buildings etc.
• Painting small rooms
• Tree clean up and smaller tree removal

You name it, we can do it.  
$35.00 per hour or a fixed price job.

Harpswell, Topsham, Brunswick

207-522-7170 • fox@gwi.net

TOWN OF HARPSWELL
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

    General Administrative Clerk & Deputy Treasurer

The Town of Harpswell is accepting applications for a part-time general administrative clerk and 
Deputy Treasurer.  The position is primarily responsible for accounting duties, such as 

processing payroll and accounts payable.  The selected candidate will also be responsible for 
recording minutes of Select Board meetings.  Work will be performed under the general 

supervision of the Deputy Town Administrator/Treasurer.  For an employment application and 
detailed job description, please contact the Town Office at 833-5771, visit our website at 

www.harpswell.maine.gov or stop by the Town Office at 263 Mountain Road.  
The position remains open until filled.

Palm Beach Gardens scored four 
runs in the final inning to secure a 
7-2 win.
 "I talked about it with my dad 
a lot and I think I rebounded the 
next time I went out there and 
pitched," Will said.
 Will called it a privilege to have 

his father as a coach. Bruce has 
coached youth baseball off and on 
for about 20 years. This was his last 
season. "It was a great way to fin-
ish," he said.
 He tries to use what happens 
on the field to teach the kids life 
lessons by connecting the skills 
they use to win to the skills they 
need to succeed in school, work 
and relationships.
 Will and Zac agreed that the 

highlight of the tournament, for 
them, was a win against a team 
from Green County, Kentucky.
 Ararat had dropped a 7-5 battle 
to Green County on Aug. 9, but got 
another chance three days later.
 "It was a really, really gritty 
game," Will said of the rematch. 
Ararat won 4-3, thanks in no small 
part to Will's performance on the 
mound. He gave up two earned 
runs in five innings before giving 

way to a reliever, according to The 
Times Record. 
 Will was quick to spread the 
credit around. "It was a big team 
win," he said.
 Ararat finished 3-3 in the 15-
team tournament. They placed 
fifth in the nation and took the 
Sportsmanship Award.
 Will and Zac will soon start sev-
enth grade at Mt. Ararat Middle 
School. They plan to play for the 

school's seventh-grade team in the 
spring. Will is considering giving 
up football to play fall baseball.
 Both boys want to play base-
ball as long as they can. Like many 
boys, they dream of the major 
leagues, but they know the odds are 
astronomical.
 Will has a backup plan. "Obvi-
ously I want to be a baseball player, 
but if that doesn't happen, I would 
want to be an announcer," he said. ⚓

years unless Blue Sky opts out.
 If Blue Sky and the town want 
to continue the arrangement be-
yond 40 years, a new agreement 
would need voter approval. Blue 
Sky will remove the tower and re-
store the land to its original condi-
tion when the lease ends.
 The tower is going up on a cross 
road near the entrance to the prop-
erty and the site of a former water 
tower. The town demolished the 
water tower in 2018.

 While the primary objective of 
the project is to improve cellular 
service in areas where it’s spotty 
or nonexistent, a secondary goal is 
to improve Harpswell’s emergency 
communications system.
 Equipment on the new tower 
will interconnect with equipment 
on the Crown Castle tower on 
Mountain Road and, eventually, 
with a new tower at the Orr’s and 
Bailey Islands Fire Department, on 
Orr’s Island.
 The town has applied for a 
grant to replace the Orr’s Island 
tower through a military program 
called Innovative Readiness Train-

ing. Eiane hopes to receive approv-
al to carry out the project in 2022.
 The town plans to replace 
the current 80-foot tower with a 
100-foot tower that meets today’s 
more stringent wind-loading stan-
dards, according to John Fasella, 
of Raymond-based Panther Pines 
Consulting LLC. Fasella provides 
emergency communications con-
sulting services to the town.
 The equipment on the Mitchell 
Field tower and the replacement 
of the Orr’s Island tower are part 
of a broader project to improve 
radio communications between 
emergency services in Harpswell 

and the Cumberland County Re-
gional Communications Center in 
Windham, which dispatches those 
services.
 “The fire departments general-
ly have good communications, but 
there are a few areas in town where 
they can’t communicate as well as 
they could,” Fasella said. 
 Harpswell Fire Administrator 
Art Howe said that those “weak 
spots” include the northwest cor-
ner of Harpswell Neck, around 
Barnes Point; as well as what he 
calls the “deep south” of the Neck, 
around Potts Point.
 The coverage problems there 

primarily impact the low-powered 
portable radios that serve as a “life-
line” for firefighters, Howe said.
 The town’s project will boost 
coverage in those areas and pro-
vide redundancy to the system, 
according to Fasella.
 Another aspect of the project 
will be the addition of an alarm 
system, which will alert the dis-
patch center if part of the Harp-
swell system goes down.
 Blue Sky will provide space for 
town equipment on the Mitchell 
Field tower at no charge. The town 
will pay for the equipment and la-
bor to install it. ⚓
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121 Blueberry Lane, Harpswell - “Oceanside”, Newly renovated 
home with rugged coastline and offshore islands view, end of road 
privacy  Open and sunny living space, south facing deck. $1,480,000         

F O L L O W  Y O U R  D R E A M ,  H O M E .

16 Library Hall Lane, Harpswell - Turn Of The Century Classic - 
expansive open ocean views, frontage on private pebbly beach, 
walkable to the island restaurants & beaches.                $1,795,000

1676 Harpswell Islands Road, Harpswell - Beals Cove frontage, 
Orr’s Island village, two properties with exceptional possibilities, 
family compound or rental income.                                     $549,000

©2021 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Völkers and its independent 
License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.

Engel & Völkers Casco Bay • Harpswell • Brunswick • Portland
1624 Harpswell Islands Road, Orr’s Island, ME 04066
+1 207-833-0500
cascobay.evrealestate.com

14 Reach Road, Harpswell - Exceptional property with sweeping 
sunset views over Harpswell sound, 3+ acres, contemporary design 
neighborhood association with deep water dock.              $779,000

107 Cove Side Way, Westport Island - “Eagle’s Nest”- Private, 
elevated waterfront property on a secluded cove, breathtaking 
waterviews, deep-water moorings and shared dock.         $799,000

751 Mere Point Road, Brunswick - Estate quality setting on 
Mere Point peninsula.  Envelope construction, energy conscious 
improvements, distant ocean views of Middle Bay.          $1,195,000


