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Fish Tale  
Ralph Merriman of 
Harpswell shows off a 
smelt he pulled through 
the ice in his smelt shack 
on the Androscoggin 
River in Brunswick.  
 (ROBERT ANDERSON PHOTO)

BY JANICE THOMPSON

Sometimes, when March reach-
es Harpswell, the snow, ice and 
cold of winter feel particular-
ly old.  We get cabin fever.  We 
wish for opportunities to see our 
neighbors.  
 Enter: the Harpswell Com-
munity School’s “Chili & Chow-
dah Challenge.”  
 This annual event will be held 
on Friday, March 22nd from 5:30 
to 7:30 pm at the school at 308 
Harpswell Islands Road.  It is 
open to the entire community 
and is always great fun.
 More than twenty local busi-
nesses and residents enter their 
best chili and chowder dishes, 
and all participants get the chance 
to taste and vote on each.  “The 
competition is sometimes fierce, 
but always friendly!” said Jodi 
Crawford, a member of the plan-
ning committee and mother of 
fourth grader Morgandy Craw-
ford.  Other activities include 
a silent auction, a 50/50 raffle, 
and a dessert table filled with 
treats baked by HCS families and 
friends.  A wide range of treasures 
is available so there is something 
for everyone.  
 The event is organized by 
fourth grade families, and pro-
ceeds underwrite two trips 
that the students will take next 
year.  In the fall they will travel 
to the Chewonki Outdoor Class-

room in Wiscasset to learn basic 
nature skills like pitching a tent 
and starting a fire.  According to 
the Chewonki program, “com-
passion for one another, building 
self-confidence, and stewardship 
for the natural world are the 
core goals of this program.  Our 
unique environmental educa-
tion programs offer students 
and teachers the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in nature, 
ecology, teambuilding and chal-
lenge, while also having fun and 
learning.”
 In the spring the students go 
to Boston to visit various histor-

ic sites such as Faneuil Hall and 
the State House.  Sometimes it is 
the first time students have been 
to these places that served as the 
backdrop for the nation’s begin-
nings.  
 Both trips are part of the fifth 
grade curriculum, and the hands-
on activities help make the les-
sons students learn in the class-
room come to alive.  Without the 
donations provided through the 
Chili & Chowdah Challenge, the 
students would have to rely on 
other fundraising projects that 
might not be so much fun. 

The Challenge Is On!

Stirring the Pot Fourth graders Will Agius and Morgandy Crawford 
stir the pot to get ready for Harpswell Community School’s annual community 
fundraiser: The Chili & Chowdah Challenge -which is to be held Friday, March 22 
this year.. (HCS PHOTO)

See CHALLENGE p. 12

BY K AR A DOUGLAS

Rick Daniel has served as a select-
man in Harpswell since 2013. In 
2014 he took on the role of board 
chair. This March marks the end 
of his second three-year term, af-
ter which he plans to step down 
and “do some catching up at work 
– and maybe a bit of house main-
tenance.”
 In the six years of his service 
Daniel and the select board have 
been part of several changes in 
town, from finalizing an agree-
ment about public access at Cedar 
Beach to supporting the launch 
of non-profit Harpswell Aging 
at Home. As his term comes to a 
close, Daniel reflects on initiatives 
like these.
 Early in Daniel’s tenure, he says 
the select board was focused on 
finding businesses that could make 
use of the pier at Mitchell Field, 
but as the condition of the pier 
declined, the liability became too 
great. With pieces collapsing into 
the water, the decision was made to 
be proactive about taking it down. 
“The Town voted to authorize the 
select board up to five million dol-
lars for the pier’s removal,” Daniel 
reports.
 The final cost for the pier re-
moval project, completed in 2018, 
was 3.1 million dollars, nearly 
two million under budget. It was 
paid for in part by issuance of the 

Town’s own municipal bonds, a re-
sult of a AAA bond rating by Stan-
dard and Poor’s Global Ratings, 
who scrutinized Harpswell’s town 
management and finances.
 “This resulted in approximately 
$160,000 in savings,” says Daniel.
 As the pier was being disman-
tled, the board of selectmen was ap-
proached by South Portland-based 
Running Tide Technologies, Inc., a 
shellfish farming company seeking 
to lease space to house an oyster 
hatchery. In December 2018, the 
company and the Town signed a 
lease agreement for a 1.33-acre 
parcel of the marine business dis-

Outgoing Selectman Reviews 
His Years of Service

Thanks, Rick Selectman 
Rick Daniel prepares to leave office 
after two,  three-year terms on the 
Harpswell Board of Selectmen.  
(ROBERT ANDERSON PHOTO)

See DANIEL pg. 14

BY SUSAN OLCOTT

It looks something like a make-be-
lieve land – all those tiny houses lined 
up on the edge of a frozen river, their 
chimneys giving out warm steamy 
puffs reflecting sunset’s pinks and 
purples. A tall, skinny homemade 
one with an overhanging black fi-
berboard roof and plastic-sheet-

ed windows squeezes between a 
retro-domed wooden Quonset 
hut and a brown camping trailer 
that had found a new use. One has 
a hand-painted name, town and 
phone number on the front and 
another has blue vinyl lettering akin 
to what you’d stick on the back of a 
boat. It’s a little pop-up shantytown 
of sorts that is very quiet from the 

outside.
 But, inside, the scene can be quite 
lively. Gathered around a drilled 
hole in the ice or a long trough are 
eager fishermen watching their 
lines. Excitement builds when one 
of the lines starts to shake and you 
see dark movement beneath the ice 
and breaks when a vigorous shining 

See SMELTS p. 13

Smelts a Tasty Treat This Time of Year



Beauty of Town Meeting
What has always impressed me 
about Town Meetings is the com-
munity cross section that tends to 
participate in this most fundamen-
tal expression of democracy. It is 
precisely because this cross section 
is present that the Harpswell Neck 
Physical Education Association 
plans to have a table at the meeting. 
We want to thank you for being so 
individually and collectively sup-
portive of this community asset 
over many years. We want to inform 
those present about what has al-
ready been accomplished and what 
is planned for the future. And, we 
want to provide a convenient op-
portunity for additional new (or 
renewed) support. Our Town Meet-
ing is a great time to do all this and 
we look forward to seeing you on 
March 9th. 
Kathy Bowen, David Chipman, Deb 
and Tony Cornish, Marta Frank, 
Doug Nielsen

Vote Hall for School Board
My name is Linda W. Hall. I am 
declaring myself as a WRITE-IN 
candidate for the School Board.  
For the past 9 years, it has been my 
privilege to serve on the MSAD 75 
Board. I had decided not to run for 
a 4th term. However, due to the re-
cent resignations of two other long-
time Harpswell representatives, and 
to help with the stability and conti-
nuity of the Board, I am asking for 

your vote and support to continue 
on the Board.    While on the 
Board, I have been extremely active, 
serving on several sub-committees:  
Policy (9 years, Chair 5 years), Cur-
riculum (9 years), Facilities (8 years, 
Chair 2 years); Negotiations (9 
years); Superintendent’s Evaluation 
(5 years); Finance (5 years, Chair 1 
year); and Board Chair 2015-16. 
 The Board has three primary 
responsibilities:   hire/evaluate the 
superintendent; set policy; and 
establish the budget.   All of these 
are important, and I have been in-
volved in them all.   Specifically, this 
year one of the major efforts by the 
Board is hiring a new superinten-
dent.
 Recently I had the honor of 
being elected Vice-Chair of the 
Board, filling the position left va-
cant by Harpswell’s very dedicated 
representative, Joanne Rogers.   Per 
Board policy, it is expected that the 
Vice-Chair will become Chair in 
July, 2019.   I sincerely hope to have 
the opportunity to continue repre-
senting Harpswell on the Board in 
this role of responsibility.  There-
fore, I am asking for your vote on 
March 9th.  Thank you for your 
support.
Linda (White) Hall, Harpswell 

Jane Covey for Select 
Board
My husband and I retired full time 
to Harpswell in 2009 from Boston, 

but my connection goes back fifty 
years when I first visited his family’s 
log cabin on Quahog Bay.  We are 
very happy to go from being ‘sum-
mer people’ to full time residents. 
 As a retiree, I have time and 
energy to volunteer.  I joined the 
Community Garden in its early 
days and from there was recruited 
to the Mitchell Field Committee 
about seven years ago. Being part 
of those efforts taught me that ‘one 
size’ definitely does not fit all in this 
town.  Nor should it.
 Now feels like a good time to 
take another step by running for the 
Select Board. 
 So what do I offer if elected?  
First, growing up as a military 
brat being ‘from away’ is not new.  
I know that it takes time to get to 
know and be known.  Second, I’ve 
worked for more than twenty years 
with non-profit groups that pro-
mote grass roots concerns – which 
is what Harpswell Town govern-
ment is all about. Third, I respect 
the fact that solutions to commu-
nity issues can be controversial, 
and believe better answers come 
through debate over differences.  
Fourth, I work hard (a trait instilled 
by my Midwestern heritage and re-
inforced by my husband’s Yankee 
nature).
 My motive for joining the Select 
Board is straightforward. I believe 
I can make a positive contribution 
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Coastal Canine Clippings
MOBILE DOG GROOMING SALON
We Bring the Salon to You!

serving Bath, Brunswick, Harpswell, Freeport, 
Topsham, and West Bath communities

207-833-6935
www.coastalcanineclippings.com

. Letters to the Editor Editor’s Corner 

See LETTERS p. 15

A year or so ago, Henry Barnes 
stopped by the office. He was 
toting a small plastic container, 
tossed it on my desk and said, 
“Here, try this.” and left with-
out saying another word.
 I opened the container, 
looked inside, and surmised 
it was some kind of a seafood 
chowder. I’d eaten Henry’s 
cooking before, never been poi-
soned, so lunch was on for a 
taste of Henry’s creation. 
 As lunch arrived, I popped 
the container in the micro-
wave (not recommended for 
seafood) and heated it up. I 
took my trusty spoon from the 
top draw of my desk, wiped it 
off with my sleeve, and took 
a scoop and placed it on my 
tastebuds. Interesting! I took 
another spoonful. Very inter-
esting! And another and anoth-
er until the next thing I knew 
my tongue was in that contain-
er licking like a dog for that last 
morsel in the corner. More than 
interesting!
 Since that delightful treat, 
every time I have seen Henry 
I’ve begged for another sample,   
cup, bowl, pot, or any portion 
of this highly additive porridge 
he could spare. He just shrugs 
it off as just another one of his 
recipes, but I continue to beg. 
And he continues to ignore me.

 But as an investigative jour-
nalist and connoisseur of fine 
seafood dining, I never give up. 
So when I read the article in the 
Anchor about the Harpswell 
Community School Chili and 
Chowdah Challenge (HCSCC) 
I felt sure this was my opportu-
nity to persuade Henry to enter 
his chowdah as a challenge.
 Now you have to know Hen-
ry, and the great need to stroke 
his ego to get him to make a 
public display. I stroked his ego 
again and again. He hemmed 
and hawed, hemmed and 
hawed, and finally I insisted, 
“Henry, its for the kids!” What 
could he say? He agreed!
 So at the HCSCC on March 
22 at 5:30pm (weather date: 
March 23), a pot of Henry’s 
chowdah will be on display for 
looking, smelling, tasting, and 
if you’re me, licking the bowl. 
Come join the kids for the best 
chili and chowdah the Town of 
Harpswell can serve. I promise 
you won’t go away hungry or 
disappointed.



BY M A RY A N N NA HF

Browntail Moth has been with us 
for decades.  The pest hitchhiked 
a ride on a shipment of roses 
from Europe to Massachusetts in 
1897. By the early 1900s, it had 
spread throughout six eastern 
states and two Canadian provinc-
es.  The State of Maine even had 
a bounty on the webs.  The popu-
lation collapsed in the 1920s, and 
for decades the moth retreated to 
a few islands in Casco Bay and 
Cape Cod. 
 The last few years, however, 
have seen a significant rebound 
to levels not seen in Harpswell 
since the late 1990s and the moth 
can now be found throughout 
our town.  Overall in coastal 
Maine, populations have risen to 
levels higher than anything seen 
since the early 1900s.  Cumber-
land and Sagadahoc counties are 
hard hit – damage from the moth 
was so extensive last summer that 
its effects could be mapped from 
the air.  
 As the infestation increased, 
the town began getting more and 
more calls asking for help. In-
formation about clipping nests, 
measures to protect one from the 
toxic hairs, and what to do for 
the rash are now provided on the 
town website.  Cool wet springs 
are conducive to the spread of 
Entomophaga aulicae, a fungus 
fatal to the moth.  Our first line 
of defense is to hope that the 
right conditions rescue us once 
again!  While waiting, there are 

actions we can take both individ-
ually and communally.  

What Can Individuals 
Do?
 The first line of defense is to cut 
out all nests you can reach be-
fore March 31st.   Removing just 
ten nests can prevent as many 
as 4,000 new caterpillars from 
hatching out this spring.  Destroy 
the cut nests by dunking them in 
soapy water over night, burning 
them, or chipping them.  

When You Need a 
 Professional 
Webs that are too high to reach 
can be treated with pesticides be-
fore the end of May.   Timing is 
critical: treatment before the end 
of May will kill the larvae before 
they develop toxic hairs. Treat 
after that and you will have lots 
of dead caterpillars with toxic 

hairs lying about.  Other possi-
ble treatments besides using a  
hydraulic hand-held spray gun, 
include injections into the tree, 
bark painting and having a pro-
fessional with a cherry picker clip 
out the webs.  Just treating a few 
trees may not help much if oth-
er nearby trees are affected.  The 
more widespread the control, the 
more effective.  A single round of 
treatment is not going to provide 
protection the following year; an-
nual treatments may be needed 
to control the problem.  
 If considering chemical treat-
ment, seek professional help.  
There is a State protocol for treat-
ing browntail moth in the 250 ft 
shoreline zone, details of which 
are posted on the town’s website.  
State Statute also requires that 
application of any pesticide as a 
service for which compensation 
is paid must be done by a Maine 

licensed commercial pesticide ap-
plicator. Have the applicator pro-
vide you with a clear treatment 
plan that considers the surround-
ing environment.  As Long Point 
Road Association’s Doug Butler 
emphasized, “The most important 
thing for our neighborhood was 
developing a relationship with an 
experienced licensed professional 
who used town and conservation 
resources to come up with a plan 
for us that will be effective and 
respect the environment and the 
law. It’s not something we could 
have figured out ourselves.”

Research is Ongoing for 
Better Solutions
Presently available remedies are 
either prohibitively expensive or 
practically impossible because so 
many of the nests are too high to 
reach safely.  Community-wide 
aerial spraying tried in the past 
killed off marine life – not a good 
option for our community – and 
application methods are now re-
stricted near coastal waters.  State 
and university experts find aerial 
spraying costly, minimally effec-
tive, and controversial.  
 Other ongoing research at the 
University of Maine seeks to un-
derstand the underlying cause of 
the current outbreak, and to devel-
op environmentally sound man-
agement options that are more 
cost-effective and could be used 
to treat large areas without affect-
ing pollinators and marine life.  
In 2018, Dr. Eleanor Groden, an 
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Anchor Publishing, Inc. 
945 Harpswell Neck Road 
Harpswell, Maine 04079 

207-833-5100
www.harpswellanchor.com

news@harpswellanchor.com
View us on Facebook

Anchor Office Hours:
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Monday – Friday 

Editor & Publisher: 
Robert Anderson

Graphic Design: 
Tom Allen
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Claudia Simmons
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Kara Douglas

Pilot:  
The late Lloyd Thompson 

Deadlines:
The deadline for all advertising 
is the 17th of the month. Email 
ads to ads@harpswellanchor.

com (PDF, Tiff and EPS, 
 formats only) 

The deadline for articles, stories 
and press releases is the 17th 
of the month. Email news to 
news@harpswellanchor.com

Fine Print:
Anchor Publishing assumes no 

responsibility for errors and 
omissions in any advertisement.

All letters to the editor must 
include your address and phone 
number for verification. Letters 

are to be no longer than 250 
words. Letters may be brought 

to the Anchor office, mailed (see 
Contact Information), or emailed 

to news@harpswellanchor.com

To receive a copy of a back issue 
send a check for $1.50.

Browntail Moth in Harpswell Is Widespread

Pest Control Long Point Road Association members Carl Paine, Dick Fahey 
( A-Man Landscaping), Scott Keller, Roger Greenwood, David Plumpton, Douglas But-
ler (Assoc. President), Sue Rich and  dog Toby team up to scout the area for browntail 
moth nests. (MARY ANN NAHF PHOTO)

See BROWNTAIL p. 14

 

M.S.A.D. No. 75  Kindergarten Registration

MARCH 4 – 22, 2019 - For school year 2019-2020

Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell, Topsham
For children turning five years old on or before October 15, 2019

Call the school to make an appointment.
You are required to present child’s (1) proof of residency, (2) birth certificate, 

(3) proof of immunizations, and (4) custody documentation if applicable.

To download registration forms or for more information, visit http://www.link75.org

Pre-K registration is handled separately at the District Office. 

Call (207) 729-9961 ext. 225 or email hawkese@link75.org
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COASTAL BARGE
& MOORING, LLC

Boat Moorings,
Mushroom Anchors,

Diving Services

Annual Mooring Service

John Blood 207-841-1587
Richard Keen 207-837-7154

www.coastalbarge.com

 March Tides  POTTS HARBOR, SOUTH HARPSWELL

1444 Harpswell Neck Rd
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-504-6847
www.wildduckboatworks.com

Affordable Storage
Do-It-Yourself Options
General Maintenance

Winterize/Shrink Wrap
Consignment Sales
Pick-up & Delivery

 Lou Kimball 
Architect

  512.422.3329
www.loukimball.com

Maine Licensed Architect

Creative & energy effi cient 
residential architecture

Walk-ins 
Always

Welcomed!
725-4116

Located on Great Island next to Harpswell Auto Sales
NEW HOURS!   Tue & Fri 9–4  • Wed 11–4  • Sat 9–1
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BY DAVE H ACK ETT

The following comes from the book 
New England Town Meeting, a 
Safeguard of Democracy, written in 
1939 by John Gould.

The whole family comes - mother 
and father to vote, and the chil-
dren to listen and learn how. Town 
Meeting Day begins after chores – 
the moderator is sometimes cho-
sen as early as six–thirty. Events 
move on with balloting in the 
fore-noon, dinner, appropriations 
in the afternoon, supper at six, and 
a Town Meeting dance at night. 
Commerce, industry, and schooling 
stop. The entire population – men, 
women, and children – gather at the 
Town House to deliberate on mat-
ters of government for the coming 
year.
 Holding a town office is not a 
career. A patriotic enthusiasm in-
duces the candidate and the wages 
seldom pay expenses. Nor do his 
official duties interfere too much 
with his normal vocation. His vo-
cation comes first – his duties in 
civic affairs often occupy only his 
Saturday afternoons.
 

Town Meeting Day is the climax 
of a feverish season. The tax col-
lector has sold the property on 
which taxes remained unpaid: the 
warrant has been posted. Cau-
cuses have been held, candidates 
are lined up. Every item of busi-
ness to be transacted has had full 
and complete public discussion. 
Groups have debated in the store 
and post office. Men have set by 
the kitchen stove and considered 
the reports. Children have been 
holding mock Town Meetings at 
school. Only Town Meeting re-
mains. 
 Town Meeting is a collection of 
individualists. When a man arises 
and cries “Mr. Moderator!” and is 
properly recognized, no man liv-
ing is big enough to make him sit 
down. So long as he speaks on the 
subject, uses proper words, and 
obeys parliamentary procedure he 
can say what he pleases. And every 
listening citizen in the hall knows 
that same privilege will be extend-
ed in turn.
 The New England Town Meet-
ing is first of all a legislative assem-
bly. 
 The debate is to the point, and 

the moderator will rap for order if 
the speaker wanders from the text.
 In its most excited moments, 
however, Town Meeting is thor-
oughly dignified. Everyone is 
wholly serious – although humor 

may be called in as a hortatory 
embellishmemt. It is true that 
citizens will argue for hours over 
$50.00, and then pass a school 
budget of fifty thousand without 
a flicker. They will even argue on 

matters of principle involving no 
expense whatever – like discontin-
uing a road. 
 Matters have been left in good 
hands. Every cent of the annu-
al budget has been provided by 
majority concurrence of the vot-
ers: every officer is specifically as-
signed to the duties the Town has 
approved. From Town Meeting 
the citizen can almost diagram the 
course of civic matters for the year, 
allowing only a proper leeway for 
unpredictable: and if the unpre-
dictable is of major consequence 
the Town will handle it by a spe-
cial meeting duley called and con-
vened.
 So New England Town Meet-
ing continues to function as a 
basic form of democratic gov-
ernment. It will continue to  
serve only as long as there is a 
predominance of Yankee de-
termination – either native or 
acquired – to hold fast to the 
precept that there are two sides 
to every question, and that the 
majority shall rule. ⚓

Harpswell Historical Society The Harpswell Historical Society is dedicated to the discovery, identification, collection, preservation, 

interpretation and dissemination of materials relating to the history of Harpswell and its people.

Hank Thorburn — Housewright Thorburn Lane, Harpswell
Heidi Thorburn Est. 1990 833-2803

www.thor-construction.com

Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Baths

Interior & Exterior trim
Structural Repair

Small Jobs Welcome

Anchor 
Hats

available at the 
Harpswell Anchor

945 Harpswell Neck Rd

Limited
number

833-5100

$18. 00each hat
(shipping extra)

Ballot Box Harold Trowbridge Pulsifer casts his ballot in  Harpswell 
Town Meeting. Mr. Pulsifer, formerly editor of the Outlook, had a year-
round home at Harpswell’s Bethel Point. (IMAGE COURTESY HHS)

New England Town Meeting: A Safeguard of Democracy

Kenney Landscaping
Terence and Julie Kenney 207-729-1461

 Landscaping  h    Hardscaping
        Yard maintenance         Walkways & Steps
         Garden installations                 Patios & More 

Family owned and operated since 1972 - fully insured

harpswell.landscaping@gmail.com

Cribstone Bridge Granite
Benches starting at $400 + installation

Think Spring!

PICTURE YOUR AD REACHING  
THOUSANDS OF NEW CUSTOMERS! 

Call the Anchor office at 833-5100 or email news@harpswellanchor.com
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Home Renovating/Restoration
Interior/Exterior Painting

Weekly/Bi-weekly House Checks
Window & Door Installation

Roofing & Siding
Home Maintenance
New Construction

Richard Perry • 207.604.2239

March 5, NOON
Lunch With Friends, free and 
open to all Harpswell residents. 
Presented by Harpswell Aging at 
Home at the Bailey Island Union 
Church, 2141 Harpswell Islands 
Rd, Bailey Island. To volunteer 
to cook a dish or help set up, call 
Surrey Hardcastle at 833-0092 or 
email surreysh@comast.net. This 
event is recurring on March 12.

March 7, 3-5PM
Open gym. Basketballs provided, 
open to any students, all ages. Harp-
swell Coastal Academy, 9 Ash Point 
Rd. Every Thursday in March.

March 7, 6-8PM
HBA annual meeting. Cook’s Lob-
ster House, 68 Garrison Cove Rd, 
Bailey Island. 

March 7, 7PM
Sustainable Health, book presenta-
tion by Susan Roberts. Orr’s Island 
Library, 1699 Harpswell Islands Rd, 
Orr’s Island. FMI contact John Web-
ster at 607-2818 or jwebster85@com-
cast.net.

March 10, 2PM
Pejepscot Genealogical Society, Da-
vid Blethen will share his search for 
his grandmother’s ancestry. A brief 
social period with refreshments be-
fore and after the speaker. A busi-
ness meeting will follow. Morrell 
Meeting Room, Curtis Memorial 
Library, Brunswick. FMI call Brian 
Bouchard at 729-4098.

March 14, NOON
Lunch With Friends, free and open to 
all Harpswell residents. Presented by 
Harpswell Aging at Home at the Mer-
riconeag Grange Hall, 529 Harpswell 
Neck Rd. To volunteer to cook a dish 
or help set up, call Ann Taft at 725-
5716 or email dtaft48@comcast.net.

March 14, 3-5PM
Open gym. Basketballs provid-
ed, open to any students, all ages. 
Harpswell Coastal Academy, 9 Ash 
Point Rd. Every Thursday in March.

March 16, 5-7PM
Corned beef supper. Corned beef, 
cabbage, carrots, potatoes, Irish soda 
bread, salad, dessert. $10/adults, $5 
children 12 and under. A portion 

of the proceeds will be donated to 
HNPEA. Elijah Kellogg Church, 917 
Harpswell Neck Rd, Harpswell. 

March 19, NOON
Lunch With Friends, free and open 
to all Harpswell residents. Present-
ed by Harpswell Aging at Home at 
the Orr’s Island Schoolhouse, 1579 
Harpswell Islands Rd, Orr’s Island. 
To volunteer to cook a dish or help 
set up, call Surrey Hardcastle at 833-
0092 or email surreysh@comast.net. 
This event is recurring on March 26.

March 20, 7:30-8:30PM
Full Moon Adventure presented by 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust. Cur-
tis Farm Preserve, 1554 Harpswell 
Neck Rd, Harpswell. Snacks and hot 
drinks provided. FMI call 837-9613, 
email outreach@hhltmaine.org or 
visit www.hhltmaine.org.

March 21, 11:30AM-8PM
Harpswell Aging at Home benefit 
at Cook’s Lobster and Ale House, 
68 Garrison Cove Rd, Bailey Island. 

March 21, 1PM
After a brief business meeting, The 

Harpswell Garden Club and Lorie 
Costigan of Glendarragh Laven-
der Farm will present “Lavender.” 
Thornton Oaks, 25 Thornton Way, 
Bruswick. Free and open to the 
public. FMI call Becky 833-6159.

March 21, 3-5PM
Open gym. Basketballs provided, 
open to any students, all ages. Harp-
swell Coastal Academy, 9 Ash Point 
Rd. Every Thursday in March.

March 24, 2-3:30PM
Winter Garden Workshop – Home 
Composting, presented by the 
Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust. 
$5 suggested donation at the door. 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 27 
Pleasant St, Brunswick. FMI call 
729-7694, email info@btlt.org or 
visit http://www.btlt.org.

March 26, 7-8:30PM
Wonders of Maine’s Wildlife, pre-
sented by Ed Robinson during a 
meeting of Merrymeeting Audu-
bon. Curtis Memorial Library, 23 
Pleasant St, Brunswick. FMI call 
721-112, email info@hhltmaine.
org, or visit www.hhltmaine.org or 

maineaudubon.org/merrymeeting. 

March 27, 6:30-8PM
So You Want to be a Homesteader, 
presented by Kirsten Lie-Nielsen of 
Hostile Valley Living. Curtis Memori-
al Library, 23 Pleasant St, Brunswick. 

March 28, 10-11:30AM
MCHPP Food Mobile. Please bring 
your own box or bag. All are wel-
come, no questions asked. Harpswell 
Town Office, 263 Mountain Rd.

March 28, NOON
Lunch With Friends, free and 
open to all Harpswell residents. 
Presented by Harpswell Aging at 
Home at the Great Island Church 
of the Nazarene, 806 Harpswell 
Islands Rd. To volunteer to cook 
a dish or help set up, call Surrey 
Hardcastle at 833-0092 or email 
surreysh@comast.net. 

March 28, 3-5PM
Open gym. Basketballs provid-
ed, open to any students, all ages. 
Harpswell Coastal Academy, 9 
Ash Point Rd. Every Thursday in 
March. ⚓

March 2019 Community Calendar

www.dolphinmarinaandrestaurant.com
       Restaurant: 833-6000    515 Basin Point Rd • Harpswell, Maine      Marine Service:833-5343

Opening for the Season Thursday, April 4th !

ATTENTION HARPSWELL RESIDENTS 

The HARPSWELL ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
will be held 

SATURDAY MARCH 9, 2019 
at the 

HARPSWELL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
POLLS OPEN: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Business Meeting Starts at 10:00 AM 

Corned Beef Supper 
Saturday, March 16, 2019 

5:00-7:00 pm 

at Elijah Kellogg Church 
$10 person    $5 children 12 & under 

(Cash, Checks, Credit Cards accepted.) 

Menu: Corned Beef, Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes, 
Irish Soda Bread, Salad, Dessert! 

A portion of the dinner proceeds will be donated to:  
HNPEA - Harpswell Neck Physical Education Association. 
Location: 917 Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell, Maine 



BY T H E M I TC H E L L F I E L D 
 C OM M I T T E E

The Navy Pier at Mitchell Field 
was successfully removed under 
budget and on time making way 
for construction of new public 
water access facilities with suffi-
cient parking.   
 The waterfront vision ad-
opted by Town Meeting in 2016 
consists of a town dock and boat 
launch illustrated in the design 
that has evolved over several 
years of public discussion (see 
illustration). The 2017 Town 
Meeting approved $150,000 for 
the Mitchell Field Reserve Ac-
count to be used as matching 
funds for waterfront improve-
ments.
 The Mitchell Field Commit-
tee is recommending that the 
Town move forward with these 
improvements in two steps.  
Based on two public meetings in 
the fall of 2018, the proposal is 
to build the town dock in 2020 
and the boat launch in 2021. 
Those attending voiced support 

for the two step process while 
also cautioning that the town 
be mindful of concerns about 
the potential impact of marine 
business on recreational uses of 
this waterfront area. 
 The state Department of 
Transportation has responded 

favorably to our applications 
for two SHIP (Small Harbor 
Improvement Program} grants 
to match town funds needed to 
build these facilities. The esti-
mated town cash match for the 
dock and boat launch is $150,000 
each. The estimated total cost 

of the town dock is $300,000 
half of which would come from 
the grant. The total cost of the 
boat launch is estimated to be 
$380,000, however the Town has 
retained material from the Pier 
removal that is expected to be 
valued at $40,000 reducing the 

Town’s cash contribution to an 
estimated $150,000.
 At our March 9, 2019 Town 
Meeting two articles, if adopt-
ed, will move these projects 
forward. First, the Town will 
be asked to approve using up 
to $150,000 from the Mitchell 
Field Reserve Account to match 
the first SHIP grant to: a) com-
plete the required final design 
and permitting for the town 
dock and b) build the town dock 
including improvements to the 
causeway. 
 A second article will ask the 
Town to add $50,000 to the 
Mitchel Field Reserve Account 
to begin accumulating the re-
quired $150,000 cash match for 
the second SHIP grant to build 
the boat launch in 2021. By 
adding $50,000 per year over a 
three-year period, the Town has 
the opportunity to reserve suffi-
cient funds with less impact on 
the budget year to year. 
 More information is available 
on the Town Website Mitchell 
Field Tab. ⚓
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 Can’t see your driveway or road 
because of the amount of 

brush along the side? 
Heavy brush on your property? 
Equipped with mowers on our 

tractor, skid steer and excavator, 
we can handle it all

Give Chuck a call to clear 
the way when quality 

counts as much as price. 

CLPowersJR.com

C.L. Powers Jr Excavation

 

Like us on Facebook:

PP..OO..  BBooxx  441100
BBaaiilleeyy  IIssllaanndd,,  MMaaiinnee  0044000033

220077--883333--55554466
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..llooggccaabbiinn--mmaaiinnee..ccoomm

LLOGOG CCABINABIN
An Island InnAn Island Inn

TRANZON.COM          207-775-4300  

Tranzon Auction Properties | Michael B. Carey - ME AUC Lic. 1466
Sophia P. Rosendo - ME RE Lic. BA918174. Sale subject to Terms & Conditions.

Quintessential Maine coast living in a beautiful home built in 
2014 with many fine finishes and ocean views throughout.

8 FIELD ROAD EXTENSION
HARPSWELL, ME

Bid Online: April 4th - April 11th

Brokers Welcome

CONTEMPORARY CUNDY’S HARBOR HOME

Proposed Improvements to the Mitchell Field Waterfront

Shorefront Plan A sketch shows the proposed plan for the Mitchell Field waterfront development, which includes a 
town dock and a boat launch. 

The Mingo Club of Bailey Island 
is pleased to again offer a $1000.00 
educational grant to a high school 
senior who is a legal resident of 
Harpswell completing their sec-
ondary education in 2019. The 
grant is not limited to college or 
university costs but could be used 
for books, certification or licensing 
fees, or training materials.
   Applicants may be currently at-
tending Mt. Ararat, or any other 
high school as well as those seniors 
being home schooled.

 The Mingo Club was formed 
in 1906 by a group of teenage girls 
who shared a common love of 
books. Their dream was to have 
their own library, and their dream 
quickly gathered community inter-
est and support.  Fundraising began 
in 1909, and a design was created 
by a well-known architectural firm 
from New York whose principal 
architects were summer residents 
of the island. Bailey Island Library 
Hall was completed in 1912.
 The Mingo Club Grant was estab-

lished to honor that group of young 
women who focused on literacy, in-
tellectual curiosity, and the social cli-
mate of their community.   f you have 
any questions, email hkitchel@gmail.
com.
 Applications are available at the 
Harpswell Town Hall, town libraries 
and Mt. Ararat High School.  The 
deadline for application is April 29, 
2019.  Applications should be sub-
mitted to the Mt Ararat Guidance 
Office or mailed to Helen Kitchel, PO 
Box 250, Orrs Island,  ME   04066 ⚓

Mingo Club Educational Grant
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BY K ELLI PA R K

Opportunity presented itself 
across the airwaves six years ago 
when John Halpin launched a 
new endeavor: Harpswell Radio 
Project. A small group of local 
residents, including an audio en-
gineer from Orr’s Island, formed 
a nonprofit organization with 
the mission of enhancing the 
year-round vitality of Harpswell 
by building community through 
communication. Harpswell Radio 
Project hopes to continue offering 
a creative platform for residents 
to enhance the voice of our local 
community. 
 Harpswell Radio Project began 
as an idea in 2013. After starting 
a low-power community radio 
station in Arizona, John Halpin 
relocated to Harpswell and began 
to gage the level of interest from 
within the community. With the 
help of a few other individuals, 
Halpin established a nonprofit 
organization called Harpswell Ra-
dio Project, Inc. in 2013 to create a 
public-access low-power FM radio 
station, WHPW. The FCC opened 
a limited application window for 
non-commercial, not-for-prof-
it radio stations; there were only 
four available frequencies in the 
area at that time, so the members 
of Harpswell Radio Project sub-
mitted their application. In Jan-
uary 2014, the organization was 
granted a construction permit for 
a radio station by the FCC, and, 
three years later, Harpswell Radio 
Project was on the air. 
 Harpswell Radio Project 
launched WHPW 97.3 as a plat-
form for diverse local and national 
programming. The radio station 
operates at 26 watts, translating 
to 100 watts of effective radiated 
power when the height of the an-
tenna is factored in, allowing it to 
reach from Portland’s East End to 
Edgecomb. WHPW offers a wide 
variety of diverse content, includ-
ing news, personal finance, poetry, 
and music in the following genres: 
jazz, classical, oldies, classic rock, 
indigenous, and more. As an affili-
ate of a national network, WHPW 
has the ability to use content from 
other parts of the country, as well 
as locally-produced material. Last 
year, the work of a Harpswell poet 
was featured on Sprouts: Radio 
from the Grassroots, a national 
showcase of content produced at 
community radio stations. Halpin 
is starting production on two dif-

ferent audio documentaries, one 
of which is called Public Abuse of 
Public Lands and will explore the 
topic of how people cause damage 
in national parks and public lands 
managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management. WHPW will fea-
ture a series called Homegrown, 
blocks of programming focusing 
on different themes, including 
local singers and songwriters and 
subjects that are relevant to specif-
ic communities (i.e.: local farms).
 “We want more and more local 
productions. Without community 
involvement and participation, it 
won’t have that uniqueness that 
community radio stations all 

over the country have. That real-
ly reflects what’s going on right 
around you,” explains Halpin. 
 Harpswell Radio Project hopes 
to feature more locally-produced 
content while exploring new ways 
to collaborate with local organiza-
tions and schools. The organiza-
tion intends to implement audio 
production pods at local libraries 
to encourage individual content 
production for broadcasting pur-
poses; one production pod is al-
ready in existence and available 
for public use at Cundy’s Harbor 
Library. Harpswell Radio Project 
has also collaborated with Harp-

Sponsored by Orr’s-Bailey Yacht Club
Orr’s Island, ME 04066

Beginner, 
Intermediate and 

Racing Classes
For information, visit: www.obyc.org

or call Sue Baker, 207-833-7745

Summer 2019 
Sailing Program

For more information and to reggter:
Visit: www.mainepinestenniscamps.com
E-mail: mainepinestenniscamps@gmail.com
Call: 207 . 729 . 8433

Harpswell Radio Project: Broadcasting Over the Airwaves

2019

Programming John Halpin, station manager of Harpswell Radio 97.3, 
 prepares the daily schedule of a variety of musical treasures.  (HARPSWELL RADIO PHOTO)

See RADIO pg. 12

Kids Kayak Camps
July 23-26, July 30-Aug.2, Aug. 12-15

morning & afternoon sessions available

1894 Harpswell Island Rd, Orrs Island
www.h2outfitters.com • email: h2o@h2outfitters.com

Tel.207-833-5257• 800-205-2925
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Youth  
Mental Health 
First Aid
Specifically designed for people who interact 
with youth ages 12-18, this nationally certified 
program is packed with information designed 
to help you identify and respond to signs of 
mental health concerns.
Youth Mental Health First Aid helps people 
understand typical adolescent development, 
as well as signs and symptoms of potential 
mental health concerns.

March Calendar of Events
WOMEN’S PELVIC HEALTH SERIES 
Total Pelvic Health with Ruth E. Macy, PT, DPT 
A FREE monthly education series focusing on topics of  
concern to every woman. 
March 6 from 5-6 p.m.
FOOD FOR HEALTH 
The Health Impact of Dietary Spices with Timothy R. Howe, MD     
FREE plant-based cooking and education series. 
March 12 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
OUNCE OF PREVENTION 
Men’s Health with Aging with Craig Hawkins, MD  
Sponsored by Mid Coast Senior Health, this FREE series 
provides education about important senior health topics. 
March 13 from 3-4 p.m. Thornton Oaks, 25 Thornton Way, Brunswick

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID    
FREE NAMI-Maine training is designed to teach you how to  
help a teen who is experiencing a mental health or addiction 
challenge, or who is in crisis. Registration required. 
March 19 from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Bath Parks & Recreation, 4 Sheridan Road, Bath 

HEALTH WITHIN REACH
Prostate Health and Disease with Craig Hawkins, MD     
FREE ongoing series of talks, classes, demonstrations, and  
healthy lifestyle options. 
March 20 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.   
PREVENTION ON THE BRAIN 
with Sheila Nelson, Program Manager, Adolescent Health  
and Injury Prevention, Maine CDC  
FREE training for professionals on how to develop brain friendly 
prevention messages for youth. Registration required. 
March 22 from 8:30 a.m.-Noon 
OUR HEALTH: FILM & DISCUSSION SERIES    
Age of Champions  
The film series continues throughout the year, featuring films that 
shine a spotlight on important health topics for the Midcoast 
region. Registration required at www.explorefrontier.com. 
March 26 at 7 p.m. Frontier, 14 Maine Street, Brunswick   

For a full listing of classes, screenings, and support groups,  
including cost and registration details, call (207) 373-6585  
or visit www.midcoasthealth.com/wellness.
Unless otherwise noted, all classes are held at the  
Mid Coast Center for Community Health & Wellness  
329 Maine Street–SOUTH ENTRANCE, Brunswick

Your Partner  
in Health  
Education

WWW.MIDCOASTHEALTH.COM/WELLNESS 
329 MAINE STREET–SOUTH ENTRANCE, BRUNSWICK

At Mid Coast Center for Community 
Health & Wellness we are as invested in 
your good health as you are. We offer quality 
medical wellness tools focused on preventing 
and managing chronic disease, as well as 
support for your general wellbeing.

We provide information and resources on  
a variety of topics such as medical exercise, 
lifestyle medicine, nutrition, weight loss, 
mental health, and tobacco education. 

Featured Program: 

Take a look at our calendar of upcoming 
events and see how we can partner 
together for better health.
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BY TOM ALLEN

Near the end of January the south-
erly cove at Lookout Point was full 
of pancake ice, platters of sea-ice 
three feet across and four or five 
inches thick. A couple days later, 
we had a thaw and the cove emp-
tied out. Other than a skim once or 
twice, it hasn’t iced over since. To 
me this is another indication that 
winter ain’t what it used to be here 
in Harpswell.
 When my father fished winters, 
there inevitably came a time in late 
November or December when he 
would have to abandon the Al-
len’s Seafood wharf at Lookout or 
risk being iced in for the season. 
He usually tied up at the Dolphin 
Marina on Basin Point until the ice 
relented some time in February or 
March.
 The extent of the ice varied 
through the winter, sometimes 

locking solid all the way down to 
Whaleboat, other times retreating 
back to Shelter Island more than a 
mile further up bay. But Lookout 

remained iced in for most of the 
winter. Occasionally Dad would 
break his way into the cove before 
it fully thawed, sliding his boat up 
onto the ice and using the weight 
to break it up.
 At the time our home was on 
the other side of the peninsula, 
looking across Harpswell Sound 

to Orr’s island. In that bay as well, 
the ice froze from shore to shore 
all the way to the Cribstone Bridge, 
though how long it lasted, I don’t 
remember.
 Historically we know the bays 
froze over solid most winters for 
that was when folks moved their 
buildings. During the exodus from 

our surrounding inhabited islands 
near the beginning of the twen-
tieth century, it was common to 
dismantle or partially dismantle 
a home and haul it across to the 
mainland. The barn near the end 
of Lookout Point Road came in 
pieces from Birch Island, which is 
almost a mile across the bay.
 Within the last two decades 
there have been winters when ice 
linked Birch Island to Lookout 
but you wouldn’t have dared walk 
on it yourself more than a few 
yards from shore. Imagine a team 
of four or more yoked oxen with 
steel studs on their shoes, hauling 
a loaded sledge across the bay, men 
on foot prodding them on, their 
eyes watchful as the load swayed on 
the uneven ice.
 Another indicator of winter’s 
relative weakness is our skating 
ponds. An uncle of mine says that 
a common Thanksgiving Day tra-
dition was to go skating for the 
first time in the season. Anyone 
attempting that in past twenty 
years would probably need a fresh 
change of clothes and perhaps a 
trip to the emergency room to be 
treated for hypothermia.
 Twenty years ago we had sev-
eral winters in a row where the 
snowplow piled the bank so high 
at the end of the drive that we 
could make tunnels in it for my 
grade school son. We haven’t seen 
that much snow since. Instead, my 
gravel driveway has taken a beating 
from the snowplow the last few 
years because it keeps thawing out 
just before the snow flies.
 Nature is finely balanced. Whole 
ecosystems, we are learning, are 
poised on a knife’s edge. Look at 
what a few degrees increase in tem-
perature and a slight change in pH 
appears to have done to the Great 
Barrier Reef. So what seems like an 
extreme phenomenon to me—the 
failure of the bay to freeze over—
might be the result of a relatively 
minor change. How many degrees 
warmer does it need to be to pre-
vent the build up of saltwater ice? 
A degree or two more or less? How 
many consecutive days of warm 
weather does it take to release the 
bay of ice? I don’t know. It may be 
fewer than I realize.
 On the other hand, a phe-
nomenon of little consequence 
to me—the disappearance of bay 
ice—might have an outsized im-
pact on a ecosystem. It may be 
only coincidence that the decline 

In Harpswell, Winter Ain’t What It Used to Be

Enrollment Now Open
for 2019-2020

Learn more at our upcoming Open Houses
               See website for detailsr details

Harpswell Coastal Academy, a free public charter school
 off ering a rigorous, personalized, project-based education, 
is accepting applications for the 2019-2020 school year. All

 Maine students in grades 6 -12 may enter our lottery at  
www.harpswellcoastalacademy.org

by March 21, 2019.

 

       
Grades 6-8         Grades 9-12 

   9 Ash Point Road      8 Leavitt Drive
                  Harpswell, ME 04079                   Brunswick, ME 04011

(207) 833-3229

207.729.6544

Frozen Seascape Ice cakes cover the cove at Lookout Point in January 2019.  (TOM ALLEN PHOTO)

See WINTER pg. 15
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MCHPP seeks to expand 
 services to Harpswell seniors

In Memory
Dorothy M. Wentworth

1949 - 2019
Dorothy M. Wentworth, of Harpswell, Maine, passed away the evening of Sunday January 27 at 
Gosnell Memorial Hospice House with family at her side. Th e eldest child of Virginia Connolly 
Wentworth and Stephen K. Wentworth, Sr., she was born on May 18, 1949 in Portland. A 1967  
graduate of Gorham High School, she attended Bates College, the University of Southern Maine, 

and graduated with a B.A. in political science from Hunter College, City University of New York. She later received an MBA 
with a concentration in international fi nance from Fordham University and a JD from the University of Maine School of Law. 
While in law school, she also attained a certifi ed fi nancial planner license, which she held from 1994 to 2014.

Dorothy began her career at the Bank of New York as a trust offi  cer and, aft er receiving an MBA, she became a treasury analyst 
at the Perkin Elmer Corporation in Norwalk, CT. She returned to Maine in 1979 to take a position as a fi nancial analyst with 
Hannaford Bros. Co. in Scarborough. She joined Maine National Bank’s trust department in 1981, later joining Gorham Sav-
ings Bank’s new trust department in 1990. Aft er graduating from law school in 1994, Dorothy joined the trust and investment 
group at Peoples Heritage Bank (now TD Bank), retiring in 2003 as legal and compliance director.

Th roughout her career and later, Dorothy served on a number of nonprofi t and professional boards of directors, including the 
Maine Estate Planning Council, the Maine Planned Giving Council, the Simmons Foundation, the Gulf of Maine Aquarium, 
Regional Transportation Program, Hitinowa Council of Campfi re, the Portland YWCA, Crossroads for Women, Planned Par-
enthood of Northern New England, Arthritis Foundation (northern New England chapter), Goodwill Industries of Northern 
New England, Falmouth Library, Maine Irish Heritage Center, Art-van, Midcoast Humane (as well as serving as its pro bono 
interim executive director in 2017) and the steering committee of Harpswell Aging at Home.

Shortly aft er returning to Maine in 1979, Dorothy met Robert J. Gaudreau; they married in 1981, and their daughter was 
born in 1983. Dorothy is survived by her beloved family: her husband of 37 years, of Harpswell, her daughter, Deirdre G. 
Wadsworth and son-in-law, Ryan G. Wadsworth, her precious granddaughters, Adeline Claire and Eloise Nellie Wadsworth, 
all of Falmouth. Also surviving her are her sister, Kathleen Wentworth, of Topsham, her brother Stephen Wentworth and 
sister-in-law Wanda Th eriault of Caribou, her brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Paul Gaudreau and Sue Fairer of Union, her 
brother-in-law and sister-in law, Peter and Leslie Gaudreau if Zionsville, Indiana, her sister-in-law Carmen Gaudreau of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, her sister-in-law and brother-in -law, Denise Gaudreau and Jim Goodwin, of Essex Junction, 
Vermont. In addition she is survived by her aunts Dorothy Scala, Betty Audette, Beverly Nappi and Mary Lane, along with 
many cousins, nieces and nephews. 

Although Dorothy was passionate about many things, including the arts, travel, great cuisine/cooking, her succession of 
springer spaniels, and reading, everything else paled in comparison with becoming a grandmother, which she considered the 
best “job” she ever had. Her happiest times in the past few years were spent with granddaughters Adeline and Eloise, amazing 
little girls who will become even more amazing, thanks to their parents’ careful nurturing.

As Dorothy desired no service is planned at this time.

Charitable donations can be made in Dorothy’s memory to Art-van (14 Maine St. Brunswick, ME 04011), Midcoast Humane 
(190 Pleasant St. Brunswick, ME  04011), and Harpswell Aging at Home (P.O. Box 25, Harpswell, ME 04079).

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Jones, Rich & Barnes Funeral Home, 199 Woodford St., Portland, Maine, 
04103. 775-3763.

W INNER OF THE TOP LUXURY MARK ETER AWARD
William Raveis Real Estate has been recognized as the Top Luxury Brokerage

by Leading Real Estate Companies of the World.

28 MER R ICONEAG  •  HAR PSWELL  •  MLS-1357656

|  RAVEIS.COM  |
BATH - 207.443.3388  |  BRUNSWICK - 207.729.1863

PORTLAND - 207.200.6630  |  WINDHAM - 207.892.3377
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RAVEIS.COM

Jane and Rick Meisenbach
rick.meisenbach@raveis.com
RickMeisenbach.raveis.com

207-841-9863
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BY H A LEY DOLLOFF

Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program (MCHPP) located in 
Brunswick, is a nonprofit orga-
nization that works to alleviate 
hunger and food insecurity in the 
Midcoast area through providing 
access to healthy food, working 
to improve the quality of lives by 
partnering with others, and serv-
ing clients in a manner that recog-
nizes their dignity. 
 We are currently expanding our 
Pantry to Pantry program to quali-
fying Harpswell residents. This pro-
gram serves medically homebound 
seniors who are struggling with 
food insecurity. Through bi weekly 
grocery deliveries, specifically ca-
tered to each individual’s needs, the 
Pantry to Pantry program works 
to reach those who are unable to 
reach us. This program is free to 
participants. Each box of groceries 
can include nonperishable goods, 

meat, dairy, fresh produce, baked 
goods, and bread. MCHPP volun-
teers work hard every Thursday to 
make and deliver food boxes to our 
Pantry to Pantry clients through-
out Topsham and Brunswick. Due 
to recent updates in the program, 
we now have the ability to expand 
this service to Harpswell.
 Sixteen qualifying residents 
can be added to Pantry to Pantry 
on a first come, first served basis. 
The requirements of enrollment 
include income eligibility, and a 
doctor’s note confirming that a 
client is medically homebound. 
Clients must also be willing to 
complete a 20 minute phone in-
terview about food preferences 
with an MCHPP staff member 
or volunteer. If you or someone 
you know meets the requirements 
above and could benefit from this 
service, please call MCHPP at 207-
725-2716 Monday through Friday 
between 9am and 3pm. ⚓

Emily Smith, a senior at Mt. 
Ararat High School has been 
awarded first place in the pres-
tigious Department of Maine 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Voice 
of Democracy program.  The 
Voice of Democracy is an audio 
essay competition that has been 
ongoing for 70 years.  The top-
ic for this year’s essay was “Why 
My Vote Matters.”  After winning 
post competition at Reverend 
Joseph Lamarre Memorial Post 
2197 in Topsham, Emily went 
on to compete and win in VFW 
Maine District Seven competi-
tion.  On January 12th, in Ban-
gor, the winners from all elev-
en Maine districts attended an 
awards banquet where Emily’s 
entry was declared the state of 
Maine winner for 2018 -19.  Em-
ily was awarded a Certificate of 
Achievement, medal, and a check 
for $750.  In addition, she will 
receive an all expense paid trip 
to Washington D.C. to represent 
Maine in National competition.  
Previously in Post 2197 compe-
tition, she was given a Certificate 
of Achievement and a check for 
$200, as well as a check for $150 
for her district win.  Emily is only 
the second Voice of Democracy 

competitor sponsored by Post 
2197 to reach the state finals, and 
she is its first state champion. ⚓

Mt. Ararat Student Wins 
VFW State Scholastic Award



[ 1 ] March 2019 · harpswell anchor

 “Last year over three hundred 
folks attended the Chowdah Chal-
lenge,” said Jodi Crawford. “And 
we raised over $3,000.  It’s just a 
wonderful town event that every-
one enjoys -- children and adults 
alike.  The donations are so helpful 
and appreciated; the kids always get 
so much out of these two trips.  I 
know my daughter is really looking 
forward to it!”
 Fourth graders are involved 

with the entire project from start 
to finish.  They particularly like 
baking cookies, brownies and cakes 
that are for sale at the gathering.  “I 
think the event is  awesome, and I 
can’t wait to see my friends there!” 
said Morgandy Crawford, agreeing 
with her mother.  
 The challenge has been going 
on for years, and it has become a 
tradition for many families.  At-
tendees report that it’s one of the 
highlights of spring.  During the 
winter there aren’t as many op-
portunities to get together as a 
community, so this event is par-
ticularly welcome.  Every year new 

faces are seen, and that’s always a 
treat, too.
 Tickets are $7.00 for adults and 
$5.00 for children, or $20 per fami-
ly.  They will be available at the door, 
and also on-line at https://fs26.form-
site.com/ZGa3AV/form9/index.
html.  Additional donations are much 
appreciated; they can be made at the 
on-line site as well.  For questions or 
more information contact: Heather 
Allen at hallen@mainerentals.com. 
 Come with an empty stomach; 
spoons will be provided!  
 Snow date is Sat. March 23 at 
5:30pm.

Challenge
From page 1

43 years experience Oil Change • Tire Change

Lookout Point Rd (off Rt. 123) Dennis A. Field
Harpswell Center (207) 833-2872

Field’s Auto
Complete Auto Service

HOURS:
(Mon–Fri)

8 AM – 5 PM
(lunch 12-1)

Licensed
Inspection

Station

BMW
Mechanic: 
Eric Field

Is your inspection due? Tone up for fuel efficiency
46

Linda’s Home Care Planning & Staffi  ng

lindashomecare.com
Bonded/Insured

             For Details: 
Phone/Text  207.607.9083
lahcplanning@gmail.com

A more personalized 
approach in caring for 
your elderly loved one.

Local Advertising 
Works 

Place your ad 
here.

Harpswell 
Anchor

Direct-mailed to over 
3000 homes.

swell Coastal Academy in the 
past, at which point one student 
co-produced an electronic music 
show. They hope to explore the 
possibility of incorporating radio 
and audio production into the 
HCA curriculum in the future. 
 Harpswell Radio Project looks 
to the future with an import-
ant mission: to give a voice to 
and strengthen the weave of this 
unique community. In order to 
meet their goals of offering more 
diverse local content and encour-
aging community participation, 

the organization hopes for more 
support. Individuals with broad 
interests and diverse skills are 
encouraged to participate on a 
variety of levels, whether it’s to 
develop new content, help with 
bookkeeping, or coordinate com-
munity outreach efforts. Harp-
swell Radio Project also has a 
fundraising goal to ensure the op-
eration of the radio station for the 
rest of the year; the goal is to earn 
$2,000 by April 1, with a later goal 
of $6,000. Without the necessary 
support, the future of WHPW is 
not guaranteed. 
 For more information on how 
to participate, please visit www.
harpswellradio.org. ⚓

Radio
From page 8

Summer Swim 
 Program Cancelled

Reluctantly, The Harpswell Summer Swim Program for 
2019, normally scheduled right after school ends in June, 
has been cancelled. Gina Perow, Recreation Director, Don 
Miskill, Summer Swim Program Director, and Linda Blan-
ton, Lead Swim Instructor, were informed by their Bow-
doin College liaison that the Greason Pool will be closed 
from June 4 to August 23. The air-handling system is be-
ing replaced. Don said, “It was a shock to us all. This is 
the first time in my 23 years running the program that we 
will not be swimming.” An email notification was sent to 
families who are on the swim list and a letter was sent to 
potential swim staff personnel informing them of the sit-
uation. Don and Linda want everyone to know that “We’ll 
be back next year!”

Casco Bay Estuary Partnership 
(CBEP) has announced the 2019 
Casco Bay Community Grant 
Awards. The Community Grants 
Program supports new partner-
ships and innovative projects that 
engage communities with Casco 
Bay and its watershed. Support-
ing new and existing partnerships 
centered on marine resources has 
a ripple effect throughout Casco 
Bay communities.
 CBEP received nine propos-
als totaling $27,000 from schools, 
nonprofit organizations and com-
munity groups, and made awards 
for four projects in Harpswell, 
Portland, and the Casco Bay Is-
lands.
 Holbrook Community Foun-
dation (HCF), Harpswell, aims to 
educate community leaders and 
residents about local aquaculture 

initiatives in the New Meadows, 
by organizing three boat tours 
to aquaculture sites and targeted 
communications. Their goal of 
educating the local community 
and leaders about this new seg-
ment of the New Meadows fish-
ery ties into the Holbrook Foun-
dation’s mission to support the 
commercial fishing community 
and “to provide opportunities for 
education about the marine envi-
ronment and the changing marine 
economy,” according to the Foun-
dation. The tours and discussions 
will also provide opportunities 
to nurture relationships between 
landowners, community leaders 
and the aquaculture community.
 Helping families enjoy spend-
ing time outdoors together and 
learning about Harpswell’s coastal 
environment are the goals of the 

Harpswell Heritage Land Trust’s 
(HHLT) “pop-up family fun and 
learning station.” According to 
HHLT, involving families in public 
programs can be challenging, but 
“engaging parents alongside their 
children outdoors has the poten-
tial for lasting impact.” With Com-
munity Grant funds, HHLT will 
create a family fun and learning 
station that can rotate to different 
land trust preserves in Harpswell. 
The mobile station will include 
equipment and materials such as 
magnifying lenses, identification 
materials and fun facts about the 
coastal environment, nature-in-
spired art activities and more.
 Maine Island Trail Associa-
tion (MITA) was also awarded for 
projects on islands in Casco Bay 
including Little Snow Island in 
Harpswell.

Three Projects in Harpswell 
 Awarded Casco Bay Grant Funding
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silver smelt takes the wormy bait and 
is brought to the surface. But smelt-
ing is a game of patience and so the 
tradition has evolved to embrace 
that time as a time for gathering and 
camaraderie. It’s spawned such a 
strong tradition that towns like Bow-
doinham, a popular spot on Mer-
rymeeting Bay, have a whole festival 
dedicated to smelt. This February, 
the Merrymeeting Arts Center spon-
sored its third annual Smelt Festival 
complete with children’s crafts, mu-
sic, ice carving, storytelling – and, of 
course, a smelt fry-up. 
  The rainbow smelt, Osmerus 
mordax, is a small fish with a trans-
lucent greenish back and a conspic-
uous silvery streak running along 
each side. Osmerus means odorous 
in Greek. Perhaps that’s why it is 
called a smelt - because it is smelly. 
And mordax means biting – an apt 
description for its tiny, but very sharp 
teeth. Smelt are part of a group of 
fish known as anadromous fish – 
those that live most of their lives in 
salt water, but move to freshwater 
areas to spawn. Other familiar anad-
romous fish are salmon, striped bass, 
alewife, blueback herring, sturgeon 

and American shad. They eat small 
crustaceans like shrimp along with 
marine worms, insects and other 
small fish, and are eaten by bigger 
fish like cod, salmon, and striped bass 
along with seals. 
 If smelt are in near shore Maine 
waters year-round, why is the tradi-
tional fishery in the winter? Actually, 
people fish for smelt during the fall, 
winter and spring seasons. In the 
spring, a commercial fishery centered 
on the Pleasant River in Washington 
County use gillnets to capture them. 
In the fall, there is a hook and line 
fishery along the coasts and rivers. 
And then, of course, there’s ice fish-
ing in the winter. As Michael Brown, 
from the Division of Searun Fisher-
ies and Habitat at Maine’s Depart-
ment of Marine Resources (DMR), 
explained, “late fall is the time of year 
when they start moving up from the 
outer to the inner estuaries. They’re 
staging to spawn, developing their 
eggs and milt (sperm) until it is time 
to move further up into the rivers in 
the spring.” Brown added, “Fishing 
in the winter is really a cultural thing. 
It’s a way to get out and socialize - to 
get out of the house and have fun 
and be warm. We see people from 
Connecticut, New Hampshire, and 
Massachusetts come up and spend 
two or three days fishing here – it’s a 
real outing for them.”

 It’s an outing for people from 
other New England states because 
there aren’t many smelt left in those 
states. Historically, smelt were found 
from Chesapeake Bay to Labrador 
but over the last century, the range 
has been reduced to the coast east of 
Long Island Sound. They were first 
harvested in New England by Native 
Americans and were an abundant 
food source. The colonists discov-
ered this resource as well and by the 
late 1800s, smelt were an important 
export. There was a healthy com-
mercial fishery for them into the ear-
ly to mid-1900s. But then landings 
dropped off significantly and never 
recovered. The decline was particu-
larly severe in the southern New En-
gland states.
 In 2004, rainbow smelt were des-
ignated as a federal species of con-
cern by the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA). 
Ten years later, partly as a result of 

that designation, Maine, Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire received 
a six-year grant from NOAA to de-
velop a conservation strategy for the 
smelt population. The partner states 
each came up with a set of regula-
tions as well as a sampling protocol. 
In Maine, the state was divided into 
three zones. In Zone 1, which in-
cludes Harspwell, you can only catch 
smelt by hook and line between Oc-
tober 1 and December 31, or by hook 
and line through the ice “while ice is 
present” and you can only catch up 
to four quarts per day. You also have 
to register with the state, which only 
costs a dollar, but helps keep tabs on 
how many people are fishing. 
 I was lucky enough to go out with 
one of these fishermen on the An-
droscoggin - Ralph Merriman from 
Harpswell. My daughters and I ar-
rived an hour or so before sunset on 
a falling tide. The weather had been 
dreary, but now the late afternoon 

sun spilled out across the river. We 
did a lot of waiting, but Ralph gra-
ciously brought snacks for us while 
we chatted about what it was like to 
fish when he was a boy. “I remember 
catching them by hand as a child or 
with dip nets in the spring runs, with 
no limits on quantities other than the 
size of the bucket you had with you”. 
We anxiously watched his fish finder 
in his cozy shack – and then he got 
a tug and pulled in a lovely little fish 
– and then one more. Unfortunately, 
that was it for the day. 
 The other part of the conserva-
tion plan was to develop a monitor-
ing program. In Maine, the DMR 
conducts two trawl surveys each year, 
in spring and fall, at 93 different sta-
tions along the coast. They also visit 
two commercial smelt camps each 
week and survey everyone fishing 
that tide. They record the age, length, 
sex, and quantity of what was caught 
as well as any other species like tom-
cod, white or yellow perch, or any-
thing else that came up. According 
to Brown, the DMR is “planning to 
add a citizen science initiative where 
people could visit smelt streams in 
their area and record environmental 
data, including air and water tem-
peratures, location, and whether or 
not they see spawning fish or eggs in 
the stream.” 
 Despite these conservation mea-
sures, “the resource is just about the 
same as it was – it’s been the status 
quo since 2014,” says Brown. But, 
fishermen haven’t put pressure on 
the state to relax restrictions. “People 
want to bring fishing back the way it 
was in the 1970-1980’s. The fisher-
men are supportive and want to see 
the smelt populations rebuild. They 
realize we don’t have as many smelts 
as we had decades ago and are wil-
ing to participate in rebuilding the 
resource. They’re very protective of 
what they have left.”
 There isn’t much time left this sea-
son, so if you want to go smelting, get 
out there while there’s still plenty of 
ice. Or, if you aren’t up for fishing, but 
would like to try eating them, you can 
sometimes find them at local restau-
rants like Brunswick’s Henry and 
Marty or at Hannaford. They’re good 
for you, as they are packed with ome-
ga-3 fatty acids, and they’re super easy 
to cook – just pan fry them breaded in 
a little cornmeal. You can cook them 
and eat them whole since their bones 
are so tiny. Or, as Ralph Merriman 
likes to do,  he smokes them–200 at a 
time. While you might think he does 
this to preserve them, he says, “They 
don’t last long. We eat them too fast!” 
So, get them while they last this sea-
son and hope that there will be plenty 
more in future years. ⚓

    Tree & Shrub Care
Expert Viewcutting

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Tim Vail, Licensed Arborist
International Society of Arborculture Certified

Catch of the Day A bucket of smelts ready for the fryer.  (SUSAN OLCOTT PHOTO)

Smelts
From page 1
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entomologist from the University 
of Maine, came to a Selectmen’s 
meeting to talk about this research. 
The Town, aware that this work 
would help the whole community, 
sought and received authorization 
at Town Meeting to contribute 
funds to the project. Dr. Grodon 
began testing in Harpswell in April 
2018 and her final report will be 
available this month.
 The Maine Forest Service 
and its partners are conduct-
ing ongoing research into better 
chemical, biological and me-
chanical controls and techniques 
to disrupt mating. The Univer-
sity of Maine is exploring ways 
to compromise the integrity of 
the moth’s overwintering webs 
so that the caterpillars are more 

exposed to harsh temperatures 
and thus die. Researchers already 
know that the moth thrives in 
coastal conditions and does less 
well as it penetrates Maine’s inte-
rior.  This January, Cumberland 
County Commissioners com-
mitted $15,000 towards Univer-
sity of Maine’s Phase I study that 
includes web silk research. Let’s 
hope our researchers are success-
ful – but meanwhile, clip those 
nests and be sure to call a li-
censed pesticide applicator when 
considering chemical control. ⚓

trict at Mitchell Field. The property 
includes a garage and concrete slab, 
which the company will renovate.
 “This business is in keeping 
with the marine-related vision for 
use of the area and will allow for 
continued recreation around its 
perimeter,” Daniel explains.
 Debates that the select board 
has settled during the six years 
when Daniel served have included 
removal of Mitchell Field’s water 
tower. Concerns about the water 
tower landed in court in 2018 after 
a town meeting vote to remove it 
spurred the non-profit Friends of 
Mitchell Field to request further 
consideration of the tower as a 
base for a cell service antenna. Two 
studies on repurposing of the tow-
er did not reveal a cost-effective use 
of the structure, and no cell service 
provider expressed sustained in-
terest in the site, however, Friends 
of Mitchell Field promised to raise 
and manage all funds needed to 
maintain the tower themselves and 
requested a second town-wide vote 
on the subject. The board of se-
lectmen declined to hold a second 
town vote (in a 2-1 vote among 
selectmen), stating that it would 
be inappropriate to overrule a de-
cision made at town meeting. The 
Friends of Mitchell Field brought 
suit against the Town and the two 
groups entered into litigation.
 Ultimately, the water tower was 
dismantled in September, 2018 af-
ter Superior Court Justice Andrew 

M. Horton ruled that Harpswell’s 
select board had acted reasonably 
in rejecting the petition that called 
for a second town wide vote.
 Nelson Barter, a member of 
Harpswell’s Water Tower Task 
Force, reflects on Daniel’s han-
dling of the process. “Selectman 
Daniel was fair and impartial. He 
had ample opportunity to force an 
end to this issue, but he didn’t. In-
stead, he made the fairest apprais-
al possible. He has my respect and 
admiration,” Barter says.
 “The town does understand the 
need for improvements to local cell 
service,” says Daniel. “We have an 
energy and technology committee 
looking at where and how those 
improvements can be made. Any 
cell tower infrastructure in this case 
would be constructed and main-
tained by the carrier.”
 Predating the debate about the 
water tower, was a local disagree-
ment over the public’s right to 
access Bailey Island’s Cedar Beach 
using a privately owned road. Af-
ter five years of legal battles, in July 
2016, the Maine Supreme Judicial 
Court denied an easement that 
would provide public access to the 
beach along the road. Subsequent-
ly, however, the property owner 
suggested conditions under which 
she would be willing to keep the 
road open to beach-goers. Con-
cerned that she could change her 
mind at any time, members of Ce-
dar Beach/Cedar Island Supporters 
(CB/CIS) approached the board of 
selectmen to request an appraisal 
of the road.
 “An appraisal is often the first 
step in creating an eminent do-

main case,” Daniel explains. “We 
could understand their concern 
about the road being closed again, 
but I also wanted to take some time 
to see if the town could negotiate 
an agreement with the landowner 
that would avoid another battle.”
 The turning point, he says, 
came at the board of selectmen’s 
meeting in October 2016, where 
CB/CIS members, selectmen and 
ultimately the property owners 
were able to sketch out a plan that 
would respect the rights of the 
property owners and beach-goers, 
alike.  “Ultimately, the town and 
the land owner were able to reach 
an agreement and keep the road 
open,” he says.
 During Daniel’s tenure, the 
board also worked with Harp-
swell’s three volunteer fire and 
rescue departments and citizens 
to develop and implement around 
the clock paramedic service. Art 
Howe was hired as the Town’s Fire 
Administrator, a position devel-
oped in consultations between the 
board of selectmen and the fire 
and rescue departments. Per diem 
firefighters have been hired to assist 
and support the volunteer depart-
ments.
 Overall, says Daniel, “it has been 
a pleasure to serve Harpswell as se-
lectman and I thank town citizens 
for affording me the opportunity 
to give back to our town in this 
way. What an incredible experience 
it has been to work with different 
colleagues, Town staff, commis-
sions, boards, committees, individ-
uals and community organizations 
in their pursuit of the common 
good that serves us all.” ⚓

Robert A. Weigand, DDS
Nycole Nadeau, RDH

80 Pleasant Street, Brunswick, ME
207-344-1999 • drbobsfamilydentistry.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Participating Provider 
for Delta Dental Premium and PPO, Martin’s 

Point Advantage and Cigna Dental Plans. All other 
insurances accepted as Full or Partial Payment.

Emergency 
Patients 

Welcomed, 
Fast!

WETTY’S
— CommErCiAl & rESidEnTiAl —

Snow Plowing,
Snow removal & Sanding

Weston A. Watts
wettysplowing@yahoo.com

(207) 729-1403 • (207) 837-5994
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House for Rent
(summer rental)

Spacious house with ocean views, beach access.
7 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Potts Point 

(Auburn Colony).

$2,500/week, $400 cleaning fee, 
 seasonal dining hall fee.

 Sleeps 15. Full kitchen, 2 living rooms, internet, 
cable TV, shared tennis court and pool.

Weekly rentals Sat-Sat, June-September.

Contact: abbottvoyager@yahoo.com
http://seahavenatthecolony.com

Interested in area events?
Visit

www.harpswellanchor.com  

Calendar! You’ll find a 
variety of events from around 

the regionFishmoon Yoga
 www.fishmoonyoga.com

4 Ash Point Road, 
Harpswell, Maine

karadouglas2010@gmail.com  

207-798-2756

Daytime, Evening, and Individualized 
Classes Available

Yoga in the Yucatan, March 9-16
A week of nuturing yoga and rejuvenating 

ease in the warm Carribean sun. 
Details at annflanneryyoga.com.

Daniel
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Itchy Brown tail moth caterpillars 
devour local foliage.  (PHOTO COURTESY MFS)
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while knowing that serving will en-
rich my life. 
Linda (White) Hall

Write In
As a Topsham resident I do not 
profess to be knowledgeable about 
politics in the town of Harpswell.  
That said, as an eight-year member 
of the MSAD #75 Board of Direc-
tors, I do have a perspective to offer 
the voters of Harpswell.  Regretful-
ly the Board has recently lost two 
long-time Harpswell representa-
tives on the School Board, Joanne 
Rogers and David Johnson.  They 
have served the District well for 
many years and I appreciate their 
many contributions.  With their 
resignations, the Board now has 
two vacant positions to be filled by 
Harpswell residents.
 It is my sincere hope that 
through whatever process the town 
of Harpswell determines, that the 
MSAD #75 Board is able to wel-
come two new members.  In ad-
dition to the two vacant positions, 
Linda W. Hall is currently running 
as a write-in candidate seeking her 
fourth term on the Board.  While 
I look forward to welcoming new 
Harpswell representatives, I great-
ly appreciate the experience Linda 
brings to the Board.  Linda has been 
a member and/or has served as 
Chair of several Board Sub-Com-
mittees.  Linda’s leadership and 
contributions are steadfast and last 
week the Board elected Linda as the 
Chair of the Finance Committee 
and the Vice-Chair of the Board 

for the remainder of this fiscal year.  
I believe Linda’s experience and im-
pending position as Chair of the 
Board for 2019-2020 is important 
to maintain and can serve as a sta-
bilizing factor as the Board moves 
forward and welcomes new Harp-
swell representatives. Please support 
Linda Hall as she seeks re-election.
Holly J. P. Kopp

For Hall
I am writing to recommend Linda 
W. Hall as a WRITE-IN candidate 
for the MSAD Board of Directors 
(School Board).  I have known 
Linda for more than 10 years and 
had the pleasure of working with 
her for 5 years on the board. Lin-
da brings many years of in-depth, 
first-hand experience as a school 
board member who has served on 
numerous committees including 
finance, curriculum, facilities and 
policy, often serving as committee 
or board chair.
 During her time on the board 
she initiated and oversaw a year-
long meticulous review and over-
haul of the outdated policy manual, 
with a special focus of eliminating 
any ambiguity in the rules defin-
ing communication between the 
board, the district and the public. 
She also served on committees to 
hire new principals and admin-
istrators. During her time on the 
board she always participated in a 
detailed review of issues that came 
up to the board, frequently asking 
questions to clarify the situation 
and establish accountability. With 
her background as a math teacher 
coupled with a career in business, 
Linda understands both the prob-
lems that educators face as well as 
the administrative side of running 

a school system. One of the contin-
ued challenges of the board is work-
ing through differing opinions as a 
governing team. To this goal, Linda 
has always helped to contribute to 
the goal of consensus among all 
members through her thoughtful 
fairness and good judgement.
 We are fortunate that in re-
sponse to the recent resignation of 
board members, Linda has agreed 
to continue on the board for a 
fourth term!  
Jane Meisenbach

Vote for Hall
During times of transition, it is im-
portant to have a steady and expe-
rienced hand at the table represent-
ing the people of their town. This 
is especially true in light of recent 
turnover here in SAD 75. Thankful-
ly, Linda Hall has that steady experi-
ence. I first served with Linda while 
I was Student Representative to the 
School Board and since coming 
back on the Board, I’ve found that 
she remains both thoughtful and 
deliberative in her approach to tack-
ling the issues facing our district. 
She often asks questions that get to 
the heart of a subject. As a former 
educator herself, Linda understands 
many of the needs of and demands 
challenging our teachers. She cur-
rently serves on five of our district 
committees (Policy, Finance, Nego-
tiations, Curriculum, and Superin-
tendent Evaluation) while also serv-
ing as the Vice Chair of the entire 
Board. Simply put, Linda is tireless 
in her dedication to our students 
and I hope you will Write In Linda 
Hall for School Board on March 9th 
at Town Meeting. 
Tyler Washburn 
Bowdoin, ME ⚓

Letters
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Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
is Hiring!

Development 
Coordinator

Join our team year-round for 20 
hours a week.

Assistant 
Camp Leader

Have fun with kids for four weeks 
this summer.

Stover’s Point 
Monitor

Check on Stover’s Point Preserve 
Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Apply by March 15
For more information:

www.hhltmaine.org/employment/

Get the Harpswell
Anchor Online!

Get your Harpswell news
througout the month!

Harpswell 
Anchor.com

One year subscription

only $11.99!
Sign up at: www.harpswellanchor.com

Online subscribers have 
access to all issues 
back through 2007!

and near disappearance of softshell 
clams in Middle Bay corresponds 
to the relative lack of ice armoring 
the shorelines each winter. I don’t 
know. There’s correlation then 
there’s causation, and it will take 
someone smarter than me to un-
tangle which is which.
 I’m not THAT old. Yet, here 
I am at an age where I have lived 
long enough to start to see the out-
lines of the big picture. Many of 
the processes of the world move 
more slowly than can been noticed 
in a day, a week, a month, a year, a 
decade. It takes multiple decades 
or more of experience to begin to 
see how things have changed. The 
difference between one day and the 
next might be so minute as to be 
invisible, yet in my memory I can 
compare 40 years ago to today and 

be blown away by the difference.
 If only we could trust memory 
more. We all remember how the 
snow of our childhoods was al-
ways “waist deep.” There’s a strange 
change in perspective that happens 
when we realize that the snow was 
so deep because we were so small. 
 No, memory can’t be used as 
scientific evidence for the reality 
of climate change. There are more 
reliable ways to prove that. The sci-
entific method doesn’t consist of “I 
remember when…”
 One thing is certain: this warm-
ing trend hasn’t decreased my will-
ingness to complain about winter. 
Despite the somewhat warmer 
weather, snow seems just as plenti-
ful. Shoveling is still tedious, burst 
pipes are still expensive, ice causes 
slips and falls and broken wrists 
just as before.
 Winter in Harpswell ain’t what 
it used to be, and we can be sure it 
ain’t now what it’s going to be in 
the future. ⚓

Winter
From page 10

GOT INVASIVES?
TIME TO PLAN FOR SPRING PEST

MANAGEMENT FOR:

• BROWNTAIL & WINTER MOTH
• HEMLOCK WOOLEY ADELGID

CONTROL OF KNOTWEED, PHRAGMITES,
LOOSESTRIFE, MULTIFLORA AND OTHERS

VAN DUSEN & ASSOCIATES-30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
COMMERCIAL MASTER APPLICATOR-207-833-6370
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 “A Good Read”
Send your Good Read photo to
news@harpswellanchor.com

Cumberland County Deputy Sheriffs conducting 
speed details next to the tennis courts and 
playground in Harpswell Center, in the vicinity of 
the Kellogg Church. The Marine Patrol deputies’ 
main focus is shellfish enforcement; however, 
they too have the same arrest and traffic 
enforcement authority as the deputies assigned 
to rural patrol in the Town of Harpswell. The 
contract with the town and Cumberland County 
will be voted on March 9 at Town Meeting ⚓

Rob Williams Real Estate
207-833-5078 ~ baileyisland.com

Specializing in Unique Coastal Harpswell Properties

HARPSWELL WATERFRONT ~ Uniquely sited Cape with 3 bedrooms and 2 
baths. House is oriented toward Quahog Bay off ering protected waterfront and 
deep water. Sit on the deck which is very close to the water's edge. Water views 
from living room, kitchen, dining room and master bedroom. Two car garage 
under. Cathedral ceiling living room opens onto waterfront deck. New furnace 
in 2018. Good rental history. Private waterfront with open ocean views. $699,000

BAILEY ISLAND ~ On the southern end of Bailey Island you will fi nd this char-
acter island home in quiet neighborhood on a dead-end street. Easterly views 
of Casco Bay and westerly views of Mackerel Cove. Features include hard wood 
fl oors, woodstove, 2-1/2 baths which have all been updated, 1st fl oor master 
with bath including a claw foot tub. Th e kitchen was tastefully updated with 
granite counters, new appliances, farmers sink, and period wood cabinets. Walk 
to Land’s End, Mackerel Cove or the Post Offi  ce. $415,000

BAILEY ISLAND ~ Located at the beginning of Bailey Island, this 2 bedroom, 
year-round cottage is within a 2 minute walk to the Town Landing at Garri-
son Cove and 2 area restaurants. Featuring a step-down living room with din-
ing area, deck and seasonal water views plus year-round water views from the 
second fl oor bedroom and deck. Updating needed. 
$169,500

HARPSWELL WATERFRONT ~ Amazing elevated oceanfront building lot on 
private dead end road. 220 feet of south-easterly exposed bold frontage. Wooded 
and irregular terrain with easy access to building site 1.86 private acres. $629,000

HARPSWELL ~ If you are looking for privacy than this is the building lot for 
you. Th is 1.97 acre lot abuts an ice pond which you can see from the building 
window. Lots of mature trees and rock walls make this a very peaceful and re-
laxing setting. Sit and watch the ducks in the marsh. Come take advantage of the 

low Harpswell Taxes. $109,000

BAILEY ISLAND WATERFRONT ~ Amazing sunsets!! Th is 1890's New En-
gland style home enjoys spectacular southwesterly views across Harpswell 
Sound. Th is off ering is 2 parcels. Th e view is permanently protected by own-
ership of the waterfront parcel. Large eat-in kitchen, hardwood fl oors, Living 
room with fi replace, attached garage, private backyard. Attached guest space, 
which includes an additional bedroom and bath, with separate entrance would 
require septic upgrade to be apartment. Own your own gravel beach. $729,000

A Fly-In Good Read
Brad Swanson, President of the Merrymeeting Bay Chapter #329 of Trout Unlimited, enjoys a Good Read 
as he prepares to wrap a record trout he caught on the McKenzie River in Labrador, Canada with a copy of 
the Harpswell Anchor in order to preserve its freshness. (R.E. TREIVER PHOTO)


