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BRING MAY FLOWERS

A
Colorful
Aspect
of
the
Native Kelp Celebrated Lobster Industry
BY SUSA N OLCOTT

Coming Up Wrackweed

Calliope Greenleaf and Ellie Douglas and their
friend, Roux, search for “skinny kelp” at the Giant Stairs on Bailey Island, one of the few
locations the leafy alga grows in the world. (KARA DOUGLAS PHOTO)

BY K A R A DOUGL AS

Consider kelp. Long, trailing blades of
marine algae streaming with the tides,
anchored by a root-like holdfast to the
rocky sea floor. Most types of kelp have
wide blades with ruffled edges. However, there is one rare, narrow-bladed
kelp, native to Harpswell waters, that
is changing how seaweed growers approach the commercial production of
marine algae.

Narrow bladed kelp, sometimes referred to as “skinny kelp” (Saccharina
angustissima) was first described in this
area by phycologist Frank S. Collins in
1880 when he made collections at the
Giant’s Staircase. Collins noted the seaweed’s long ribbon-like appearance, a
unique shape like no other known kelp.
Only a few inches wide, it grows up to
13ft in length.
According to Dr. Simona Augyte,
See KELP p. 14

On a sunny April day, Joe was in his barn
splicing a rope in shorts and a t-shirt bearing
his business’s name – “Joe’s Rope & Buoys.”
Giant coils of colorful rope surrounded his
worktable where he has a nifty setup for
measuring out the rope as he creates trawls
for a lobsterman from Downeast. He deftly
untwisted one rope at just the right length
and threaded in the bare end of another.
“My brother taught me how to do this
as a kid. When we were out lobstering, we’d
have to fix a broken rope. He’d pay me a
quarter for each splice. I learned pretty
quick,” he said.
Joe Kenney grew up in Harpswell and has
fished on lobster boats for over thirty years.
He went to school at the University of Maine
at Farmington, but admits to being “kind of
home sick being away from the water. After
three semesters studying political science, I
decided there wasn’t a job in it for me.”
So, he came back to work in his hometown. “It was nice to reconnect with my
family and my community.”
But, finding work in the off-season has
always been a challenge. “I scalloped a little
here and there, and I’ve clammed, but I’m
the worst clammer around – I leave a hole
here, a hole there. So I’ve always done other stuff,” says Joe. “This, that and the other.
Landscaping, even snow blowing. I made up

some signs and was about to put them up
when my rope business just went nuts so I
put them away. My friend jokes he’s going to

Coiled

Harpswell resident Joe Kenney
of Joe’s Rope & Buoys inspects trawls set for
delivery. (SUSAN OLCOTT PHOTO)

put them up in front of my house sometime
as a joke.”
He started his business a couple of years
ago because he knew a lot of guys didn’t
See JOE’S p. 13

Harpswell Community TV: New Paint and More Power
BY K ELLI PA R K

Harpswell Community Television
has been in the business of sharing information for over two decades as a service to the residents
of Harpswell. In collaboration
with the Town of Harpswell, the
nonprofit organization offers a variety of programming as a means
of creating connections within the
community. After twenty years,
Harpswell Community Television
will undergo a few visible improvements in the near future: a

new coat of paint on the building
and a new standby generator.
Harpswell Community Television started at the Harpswell
Town Office in the 1980’s and,
thanks to the help of volunteers,
moved to its own location in 1998.
The Town allotted the property on
Community Drive for the television station and then volunteers
took it upon themselves to build
the station, two days at a time, every week, for two years. The building was given to the Town, but
See HCTV p.13

Spruce Up

David Chipman and Donna Frisoli
of HCTV prepare the town’s TV
station on Community Drive for a
fresh coat of paint and a generator
which will provide power to the
antenna during outages. (KELLI PARK
PHOTO)
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 Award Winning Student

. Letters to the Editor
Phys Ed

I’m almost afraid to say it (even
though the crocus are appearing,
the daffodils budding, and the
moorings are blossoming as well)
but it appears that we have weathered another winter. Spring is on
the way, and both the tennis courts
at Fulle field and the summer camp
program are just around the corner.
The Harpswell Neck Physical
Education Association is gearing up to provide the 54th season
of availability and activities that
touch all ages. As you look with
anticipation for the signs of the
changing seasons, look also for the
visible indications that proclaim
the courts are open and the programs are on their way.
The Board of Directors of HNPEA

Supports Coverage

I am writing in support of the
proposed bill to require coverage
of abortion for public and private
insurance if the plan covers prenatal care. This law is needed because right now some insurance
companies provide coverage for
pregnancy but do not cover abortion including when it is medically
necessary. They’re denying healthcare coverage to influence a private
medical decision, including if the
life of the mother is endangered,
or she is pregnant as a result of
sexual assault. By denying coverage, women with low incomes

are harder hit by the restrictions.
Maine’s poorest women must pay
out of pocket for a service commonly covered for women with
more expensive private insurance.
It denies poor women their legal
right to make their own choices
with respect to their health.
Fifteen states, including Connecticut and Massachusetts, already use their state healthcare
resources to ensure coverage of
abortion for women with Medicaid insurance, and it’s time for
Maine to join them. LD 820, now
under consideration by the legislature, would require this coverage.
Nils Tcheyan

Upgrade Infrastructure

Repairing roads and bridges must
be a priority.
Maine’s highways and bridges
are a mess.
It’s so bad Harpswell Neck Fire
Department ambulance drivers
detour off Route 123 to Mountain Road and continue on Route
24 to Brunswick medical facilities
instead of taking a direct path on
Route 123.
More than half of Maine’s
roads are “in poor or mediocre
condition” according to CNBC’s
2018 look at “The 10 states with
the worst infrastructure.”
Maine ranked 6th in the percentage of structurally deficient
bridges (followed by Louisiana

and Puerto Rico) in an April 1
report by the American Road &
Transportation Builders Association.
It doesn’t stop there.
Our infrastructure “Report
Card” grade is C-, according to
an American Society of Civil Engineers analysis in 2016, its latest
report. The worse grade? “D” for
roads. (Dams, waste water and
transportation all received “D+”.
The highest grades? Drinking water and parks, both with “C.”)
Our roads never fare well after
a harsh winter, but they’ve been
neglected for so long by budget
shortfalls that we are jolted and
jarred as we maneuver our vehicles
around cavernous potholes and
ragged patches-on-top-of-patches.
Gov. Janet Mills and the Legislature are working to bring the
state out of the previous administration’s eight-year slide. Even
though nearly $200 million in general obligation bonds and federal
funds were approved at the end of
2018, it will take years to catch up.
It’s unconscionable to borrow
annually to pay for regular maintenance. The highway account is
mostly funded through the state’s
tax on gasoline, which hasn’t been
raised in nearly a decade. That
means raising taxes at the pumps,
but borrowing adds interest — so
we would pay even more.

Baxter Academy
Student Wins Prestigious Scholarship in
National Competition
Samantha Palma from Harpswell and a senior at Baxter Academy for Technology and Science,
is one of 25 students nationwide
to receive an award in a new
$400,000 scholarship program
organized by the ACE Mentor
Program of America.
The CMiC—Allen Berg Memorial Scholarships are worth
between $10,000 and $40,000.
They are named in honor of the
late founder of the construction
management software company
CMiC and are intended to assist
talented and deserving students
planning to study architecture,
engineering or construction in
college.
ACE (Architecture, Construction, and Engineering) is a
free afterschool program created
by the integrated construction
industry to attract students into
pursuing industry-related careers. Samantha has participated
for three years in the program
run by ACE’s Maine affiliate.
“Samantha’s receipt of this
scholarship is a terrific mark of
distinction for her as well as our
affiliate,” said Leigh Bartlett, chair
of the Maine ACE affiliate’s board.

See LETTERS p. 11

“She is on the way to becoming a standout in the engineering
industry.”
Samantha is headed to the
University of Maine this fall,
where she will study Civil and
Environmental Engineering. In
addition to participating in the
ACE program this past year Samantha’s Flex Friday project at
Baxter Academy was dedicated
to raising a roadway threaten by
flooding in Harpswell, ME.
“Samantha’s success with her
Flex Friday project exemplifies
what students can do when they
have opportunities to learn from
professionals such as her ACE
mentors,” Said Heather D’Ippolito, Outreach and Partnership
Coordinator at Baxter Academy.
“It’s been fantastic watching her
apply new knowledge to her
work here at Baxter.”
The scholarship competition
was highly competitive. From
among 10,000 students nationwide, each of ACE’s 70 affiliates
could nominate one student.
Nominees went through a twostage review process assessing
their merit and financial need.
Samantha and the other 24
scholarship winners have been
invited to receive their awards at
ACE’s 25th Anniversary Celebration in Washington, DC on May
14. ⚓

Coastal Canine Clippings
MOBILE DOG GROOMING SALON
We Bring the Salon to You!

207-833-6935

www.coastalcanineclippings.com
serving Bath, Brunswick, Harpswell, Freeport,
Topsham, and West Bath communities
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Run by the Bay 5k & Fun Run
BY JANICE THOMPSON

If you happen to walk down Route
123 in Harpswell Center on any given weekday during the school year
– rain or shine – you will probably
hear the happy shouts of children
building forts out of branches and
running through the forest behind
the Elijah Kellogg Church. It’s a
lovely sound, this outdoor hubbub, especially in these modern
times when many children prefer
sitting in front of various electronic
screens.
This nature-based play is one
of the hallmarks of the Harpswell
Community Nursery School, a
program for children ages 3-5 that
has been hosted by the Elijah Kellogg Church since 2003. According
to its website, “The mission of the
school is to provide a high quality
early childhood education program
that emphasizes developmental
learning, social relationships, family involvement and care for the
environment. Guided by the values
of inclusion and equity, the school
aims to serve a diverse population
in terms of socioeconomic status,
cultural background and ability
levels.”
One of the ways that the school
supports its commitment to diversity is through the proceeds from
“Run by the Bay 5k & Fun Run,” a
community event that will be held
on Saturday, May 11th at Mitchell Field. All profits from the event
underwrite the school’s scholarship
program that subsidizes tuition for
students who need it.
“The Run by the Bay is always so
much fun,” says Tahnthawan Coffin, Director of the school. “Some
run, some walk – we have serious
athletes running 6-minute miles,
and others pushing strollers or

Ready,Set, Go Competitors in the 2016 race get a running start at
Mitchell Field. (ZOE REYES PHOTO)

running hand-in-hand with young
children using walkers. It’s truly an
inclusive community gathering.”
The course is laid out on a loop
on Mitchell Field. The 5K is followed by a fun run for children
who can walk or run a portion of
the course. There will be arts and
crafts activities for families who
wish to stay on the sidelines. Coffee
will be available from Moses Dyer
of Harpswell.
“The event has grown over the
years,” Ms. Coffin remarks. “We
held our first run five years ago, and
we had about twelve people run –
all preschool parents. Last year close
to seventy runners registered, and
they come from not only Harpswell, but from other places, some
as far as Rockland.”
The 5K offers prizes for runners in different age categories.
This year first place finishers will
receive a Garmin race watch, and
other prizes include Schooner Alert
charters; gift certificates to Cook’s

To receive a copy of a back issue
send a check for $1.50.

Play Safe.
Worry-Free.

Lobster, Big Top Deli and Bolo’s
Kitchen, Cantina and Candlepin,
and Heather Libby Massage; free
tennis sessions at Maine Pines; and
even eight lobsters donated by a
local fisherman. Start-up costs are
provided by sponsors such as the
Dolphin Restaurant, Fleet Feet, the
Goodwin Motor Group, Vicarage
by the Sea, Two Coves Farm, and
Fishmoon Yoga. Portland Pie Pizza
provides free pizza for all runners.
Kiva Starr, a parent who has two
children enrolled at the nursery
school and serves on the Advisory
Board, is one of the members of
the committee planning the event.
“It’s a great way for people to show
support for our school,” she says. “I
think it’s incredible, what they do
for our kids. I love how the teachers provide outdoor play, but also
incorporate arts and crafts, yoga,
Spanish. They really give all the
children individual attention, and
follow their particular interests.”
Small class sizes – the student

teacher ratio never exceeds 1:7 – and
the school’s focus on nature-based
play and education is what sets it
apart. “Getting kids outside is more
important than ever, what with
technology increasingly dominant
in our lives sometimes overwhelming them,” Ms. Coffin adds. “These
days its significance is being recognized by more and more people.”
It makes perfect sense, then, that
this fundraising event brings people
outdoors, where they get exercise,
yes, but they also enjoy being with
neighbors and friends. And it takes
place on Mother’s Day weekend,
when family and community are
often celebrated.
“It’s not only an entertaining
way to spend a spring morning,”
Ms. Starr says. “But it also goes to a
great cause. We want to make sure
that the school can keep its doors
open to any family who wants to
join us, and our scholarship program does that.”
The proceeds of the run come
from registrations – each runner
pays a $20 fee – and also the corporate sponsorships the school receives from local businesses. “These
companies have been so generous,
and we appreciate their support,”
Ms. Coffin states. “It shows how the
community can truly come together to help our students. This event
started with our parents, but now
so many other people participate as
well. It’s really nice to see.”
Runners and walkers can register at Mitchell Field on the morning
of the race; registration starts at 8:30
am. They can also register on-line at
http://runbythebay.org/. The first
fifty registrants receive discounts
from local businesses event’s sponsors. A full list of sponsors can be
found on the website. ⚓
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Walk-ins
Always
Welcomed!

725-4116

Located on Great Island next to Harpswell Auto Sales

NEW HOURS! Tue & Fri 9–4 • Wed 11–4 • Sat 9–1

A DO-IT-YOURSELF
AFFORDABLE STORAGE YARD
Pick-up and Delivery
General Maintenance
Consignment Sales
Winterization & Shrink Wrap

Seasonal Specials:

North Atlantic Inflatables Dealer: Boat, Motor, & Trailer
Discount Boat Stands: Unbeatable Boat Stand Pricing!
1444 Harpswell Neck Road • Harpswell, ME 04079
207-504-6847 • www.wildduckboatworks.com

Lou Kimball
Architect

Creative & energy efﬁcient
residential architecture
512.422.3329
www.loukimball.com
Maine Licensed Architect

 May Tides POTTS HARBOR, SOUTH HARPSWELL
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Harpswell Historical Society

The Harpswell Historical Society is dedicated to the discovery, identification, collection, preservation,
interpretation and dissemination of materials relating to the history of Harpswell and its people.

Mishaps and Mayhem Abound at Ship Launchings
BY DAV E H AC K E T T

The following comes from Blue
Water Men – And Women. Written by Fred Humiston in 1965.
A launching was always a red
letter day, drawing crowds from
far and near. The village schools
were closed, refreshment stands
spotted in likely places and everyone was good natured.
In general liquor flowed rather freely: perhaps to freely on a
launching at Brewer, on the Penobscot.
This was the launching of the
599-ton ship James M. Littelfield
from the Cooper Yard. Proud of
their achievement, the owners
and builders decided to make the
occasion a memorable one, with
speechmaking combined with
what was afterwards claimed only
to be a mild liquor celebration.

When the big moment finally
arrived, the top of the ways and
the bottom of the slides greased
with soft soap and tallow, and
enough flaxseed to hold it in
place, the experts took their
sledges and iron wedges then
went beneath the ships bottom.
They started about half an
hour before flood, working in
pairs from stern toward the
bows as they split out the heavy
blocks on which the keel rested.
They had to be alert, ready to
jump at the first creak, and with
the splintering crackle of rushing timber they did.
Up to now everything had
gone off smoothly and orthodox, but to make more of a presentation the people in charge
had arranged to have the little
Littelfield fully rigged and gay
with bunting. Shoreside a brass
band added to the din, its clam-

Under Sail Red Rover off Holly Head after a twelve day voyage
from New York. The Mariners Museum collection. (IMAGE COURTESY HHS)
or rising above the roar of the
multitude. On board the deck
was crowded with top-hatted,
frock coated dignitaries, their
ladies in their best gowns and
bonnets.
To avoid an accident the
ship’s port anchor was swung
free, and it was dropped to snub
her as she left the ways. Evidently it was dropped too soon for it
took hold with a jerk that gave
her a sharp list and slid those

on deck in a wild tangle of arm
and leg waving, and feminine
screams, to port with her.
This panicked throng, combined with the list and the
weight of the topmast and backing yards, capsized the vessel
with the result that the elite of
two cities hurled into the water,
tophats, beribboned bonnets
and all.
No lives were lost that apparently counted in that era,

WETTY’S

—COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL—

Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Baths
Interior & Exterior trim
Structural Repair
Small Jobs Welcome
Hank Thorburn — Housewright
Thorburn Lane, Harpswell
Est. 1990
833-2803
Heidi Thorburn
www.thor-construction.com

Clean-up for Your Yard!
Mowing • Caterpillar Removal
Driveway Repair
Dock/Ramp/Pilings Clean-up
wettysplowing@yahoo.com • 207-729-1403 • 207-837-5994

the Bangor paper reported
that “only one Irishman was
drowned”. Who he was, or
what he was doing in Brewer
or whether he had left a family of mites fatherless was not
considered important to recount.
The Littefield was later righted, cleaned out and refitted
where necessary and sailed the
seas profitably for her owners
until August 14, 1864 when, at
42:20 N – 66W, she was sunk by
the Confederate raider Tallahassee. ⚓
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 May 2019 Community Calendar
May 2, 7PM

Great Island artist John Mishler
presents Art From Toothpicks. He
will talk about and show his work
in the Pointillism school of art. All
art shown will be fashioned from
toothpicks and ink. Orr’s Island
Library, 1699 Harpswell Islands Rd
(Rte 24), Orr’s Island. FMI call John
Webster at 607-2818.

May 4, 8-9:30AM

Join HHLT and Kara Douglas for a
free session on nature meditation.
Fishmoon Yoga and Curtis Farm
Preserve. Advance registration requested. FMI call 837-9613, email
outreach@hhltmaine.org, or visit
www.hhltmaine.org.

May 4 8-10:30AM

Public Breakfast. Merriconeag
Grange, 529 Harpswell Neck Rd.
Adults $8.00, children 10 and under
$4.00. FMI call Ann at 833-2320.

May 6, 7-9PM

“CONNECTED”, a nondenominational gathering, invites all widowers, widows, divorced and singles
55 and over, St. Charles Borromeo
Church Hall, 132 McKeen Street,

Brunswick. Light refreshments will
be available. Come socialize, mingle
and meet new friends!FMI call 7251266 or 725-8386.

May 7, 6PM

Jon Lewis, Aquaculture Program
Director for the Maine Department
of Marine Resources, will be explaining the process for aquaculture
applications, including administrative roles for Maine DMR, Municipal Officials and comment periods for residents and commercial
fishermen. Harpswell Community
School Gymnasium, 308 Harpswell
Islands Rd, Harpswell. Free. FMI
call the Harpswell Harbormaster
at 833-5771 or email pplummer@
town.harpswell.me.us.

May 9, NOON

Lunch with Friends, free and open
to all Harpswell residents. Community event presented by Harpswell
Aging at Home at the Merriconeag
Grange Hall, 529 Harpswell Neck
Road, Harpswell. To volunteer to
cook a dish or help setup, call Anne
Taft at 207-725-5716 or dtaft48@
comcast.net.

May 11, 10AM

Run by the Bay 5K and Fun Run.
Mitchell Field, Harpswell. Register
online at www.runbythebay.org or
on race day from 8:30-9:30. Prizes,
Kids’ Activities, MD Coffee, and
Portland Pie Pizza. All proceeds
support Harpswell Community
Nursery School Scholarship Fund.
FMI call 607-0544 for more information.

May 15, 1-3PM

Monthly cooking group meets at
the Kellogg Church and cooks to
support Harpswell Aging at Home
programs including Meals in a
Pinch and Lunch with Friends. If
interested in participating and for
more information, phone Julie
Moulton at 330-5416 or email her
at juliemoulton28@gmail.com.

May 18, 8:30-10:30AM

Join HHLT and Nat Wheelwright
for Beyond Birding: Understanding Bird Behavior, Curtis Farm
Preserve, 1554 Harpswell Neck Rd,
Harpswell. Advance registration
requested. Free. FMI call 837-9613,
email outreach@hhltmaine.org, or
visit www.hhltmaine.org.

Free Prompt On-Site Estimates
Designing and Constructing
Patios • Walkways • Steps • Stone Walls
Shore Access • Erosion Control • Plantings
Garden Ponds • Water Features

May 18, 9AM-NOON

Free paper and document shredding event, Orr’s Island Library,
1699 Harpswell Islands Rd (Rte 24),
Orr’s Island. Bake sale on site. FMI
call 607-2818.

May 18, 4:30-6:30PM

Willing Helpers Baked Beans Supper. Pulled pork, pulled chicken &
baked beans, rolls, drink, and dessert all included, $10.00 per person.
Eat in or take out. Bailey Island
Union Church (Downstairs), 2141
Harpswell Island Rd, Bailey Island.

May 19, 2PM

Contra dancing with old fashioned
fiddler and banjo player, Merriconeag Grange, 529 Harpswell Neck
Rd, Harpswell. Come and try our
new chairlifts to second floor! Donations accepted to benefit Grange
Hall repairs. FMI call Ann at 8332320.

May 20, 1-4PM

Cooking for Crowds, a class of
interest specifically for people
who are cooking for community
groups. Presented by the University of Maine Cooperative Extension

and held at the Harpswell Heritage
Land Trust. If interested in attending, Harpswell Aging at Home will
pay your registration fee. For more
information and to register, please
contact Julie Moulton at 330-5416
or email her at juliemoulton28@
gmail.com.

May 23, 10-11:30AM

MCHPP food mobile. All are welcome, no questions asked. Please
bring your own bag or box. Harpswell Town Office, 263 Mountain Rd.

May 25, 9-10:30AM

Birding for kids with HHLT, Curtis Farm Preserve, 1554 Harpswell
Neck Rd, Harpswell. FMI call 8379613, email outreach@hhltmaine.
org, or visit www.hhltmaine.org.

May 25, 9AM-12PM

Harpswell Invasive Plant Partnership (HIPP) Day. Meet at Johnson
Field, 25 Abner Pt. Rd., Bailey Island. Rain or shine. Learn to identify and control invasive plants,
and help restore our native habitats. Free pizza lunch. Bring water,
gloves, clippers, hand saws. FMI call
833-6287. ⚓

Quiet relief from a noisy world.
Therapeutic Massage with
Liz Stamey, RN, LMT
Schedule now at www.lizstameymassage.com
183 Park Row, #2C – Downtown Brunswick
(207) 370-0674

Shore Frontage ERODING into the Sea?

Can’t Get to the Water’s Edge Due to Rough, Steep, Terrain?

Affordable Stone & Boulder...

• SEAWALLS • TERRACING •
• STAIRWAYS TO THE SEA •
A Full Service Property Maintenance Company
Visit our work at: rockyhilllandscape.com

4 Ash Point Road,
Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756

Morning and evening
classes, workshops and
individual consultations
available.
www.ﬁshmoonyoga.com
Fishmoon Yoga
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Singing the Blues in My Harpswell Backyard
BY HEIDI THORBURN

In 2010 my husband Hank and I
built five Peterson bluebird nesting
boxes hoping to attract bluebirds.
We made a trail placing them at
least 150 feet apart from the top of
the hill to the bottom of the hill on
our property. In the last nine or so
years we have had great success in
populating the area around the Allen Point Road with these wonderful birds.
With a little research, education
and diligence it’s been worth the effort.
In the last five years I’ve gone
down to four nesting boxes in order to observe, monitor and manage them. I can’t stress enough to
monitor and manage. It’s our responsibility if you chose to attract
bluebirds.
We’ve been so lucky to have
bluebirds and keep them throughout all these years, as long as there is
food, water and shelter.
I will leave two nesting boxes up
for the winter, so if they need shelter
it’s there. One morning a few years
back five bluebirds popped out of
the nesting box that’s in my dooryard. I can’t imagine how cramped
it was, but I’m sure it was “down”

Songbird of Happiness

Eastern bluebirds are welcome
visitors to our yards and fields, but need our support and protections to
flourish.

warm!
Bluebirds eat mostly bugs, berries and fruits but when those are
not available I provide food. The
National Audubon Society has two
products I use: mealworm/shelled
sunflower seeds block, and dried
mealworms in a bag.
The feeders I use are metal tube
feeders without perches and have
1/4” holes. I’ve also seen them frequent the high energy suet cakes,

which you can find at a feed store,
online and at Lowe’s.
The only other feeder I have is
a squirrel proof feeder with blackoiled sunflower seeds, which attract
black capped chickadees, cardinals,
nuthatches, and mourning doves.
Please try to avoid inexpensive
birdseed; most are loaded with filler ingredients such as cracked corn,
milo, millet, and oats and will only
attract what I call “scrub” birds like

Seaside Creations
Unique Maine-Made Gifts

Open for the Season!
Saturday, May 11th

Betty Robbins
47 Washington Avenue,
Bailey Island, Maine

207-833-6645

Saturdays & Sundays 10 am to 4 pm
Summer hours begin Memorial Day Weekend:
Thurs–Sun & Holidays 10–5.

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Restaurant: 833-6000

515 Basin Point Rd • Harpswell, Maine

Marine Service:833-5343

www.dolphinmarinaandrestaurant.com

grackles, pigeons, starlings and the
dangerous house sparrow.
We all love our decorative bird
houses and I’m sure that most folks
have a few nailed to a tree or the side
of your shed or in the garden. You
may get a chickadee or nuthatch in
them, but I can almost guarantee
that the house sparrow will take
them over. A few things you can
do to deter house sparrows include
corking the hole, removing the
perch, and lowering the birdhouse
closer to the ground to no more
than 5 feet. House sparrows are territorial and don’t tolerate neighbors,
so if you have to use decorative bird
houses put two side by side two feet
apart.

Here are a few things that can assist you to attract bluebirds:
• Housing: There are specific nesting box designs that bluebirds lean
to including the placement/habitat,
height off the ground and the entrance hole size. I use the Peterson
bluebird nesting box with great success. They usually won’t use a decorative bird house unless they are
desperate; it’s not unheard of but it
will also attract the house sparrow
and that you don’t want.
• Timing: In late February or early
March the male bluebird will start
looking to nest. When I see this, I
will clean the two nesting boxes I
kept up over the winter and put up
See BLUEBIRDS p. 8

9 a.m. Ǧ 2 p.m.

Elijah Kellogg Church

917 Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell

FMI Call: 833-6026
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Holbrook’s Wharf + Grille and General Store
to open Memorial Day weekend

Bluebirds
From page 7

the other two.
The spring clutch is in early
April when the female will construct a cup-shaped dried grass nest
and lay three to five blue eggs. From
that time, incubation is anywhere
between 14-20 days. Once hatched,
the baby birds grow pretty fast and
are ready to fledge about twenty
days later. The parents will continue
feeding them for about two weeks
and then they are ready to move
out of the parents’ territory. Within
a two month time frame the spring
clutch is ready to make their own
way in the world.
Then the cycle will repeat. I will
remove the nests, clean the nesting
box, watch and wait for the summer
clutch nesting in June or July.
After that I’ll open the doors to
all the boxes. If they were to nest
too late in the season the clutch will
surely perish.
Tree swallows will compete
with the bluebirds to use the nesting boxes usually after the spring
clutch. This is also when the house
sparrows will invade. Do not let
these birds nest or hang out on your
nesting boxes. The outcome will be
disastrous. I know from personal
experience and it’s not pleasant, and
if it becomes too much to monitor
I will take the nesting boxes down
until winter.
Here is a list of deterrents (I’ve
used the 1st three and the last):
• Sparrow Spookers
• Fishing line threaded on the roof

Holbrook Community Foundation enthusiastically welcomes back
Ashley Griset and John Profenno for their second year as managers
of the Wharf + Grille and the General Store in Cundys Harbor. As
many have remarked, the food last summer was fabulous.
Ashley and John manage the food service operations at Southern
Maine Community College in South Portland. Ashley is the General Manager, while John is the Executive Chef. They are responsible
for a 45-employee team which operates the College’s dining room as
well as the Seawolves Café on the South Portland campus and The
Landing Café on the Brunswick campus. They also manage a highend catering business.

Harpswell Aging at Home Receives
Recognition for Community Service
HAH volunteers, with town and state officials, attended a recognition ceremony at the state legislature. The American Red Cross of
Maine presented two HAH volunteers, Hollie Vanderzee and Bob
Bauman, with the Real Heroes Award for Community Service. To
honor these two volunteers and to bring HAH to the attention of
the Maine legislature, Representative Jay McCreight delivered a
speech on the House floor in Augusta, in which she commended Ms.
Vanderzee and Mr. Bauman and also cited HAH as a “prime example
[of] inspiring community members to become involved.” Rep.
McCreight reminded listeners that the entire community has been
strengthened through the effort put forth by HAH’s volunteers. ⚓

of your nesting box
• Extend the entrance; try a slotted entrance. I cut a skylight on one
of my nesting boxes to deter house
sparrows.
• Check the height of the nesting
box
• Sparrow traps, which are an extreme attempt to eradicate them.
• Lastly just take the nesting boxes
down.
It really isn’t worth having house
sparrows take your nesting boxes.

They are aggressive, persistent, relentless and deadly; I cannot stress
that enough.
For more information, check out the
National Audubon Society at www.
audubon.org,, the North American
Bluebird Society at www.nabluebirdsociety.org,, or Sialis Home at
www.sialis.org ⚓

Ashley grew up spending summers on Stover’s Point and remembers coming to Holbrook’s as a kid for lobster rolls and fried clams.
John, a graduate of SMCC’s Culinary Arts program, has over thirty
years of experience as a chef in Maine.
The Wharf + Grille and the Store will open on Saturday May 25.
Hours will be 11:00am–8:00pm for the Grille and 10:00am–8:00pm
for the Store. Closed Tuesdays until the week of July 4; open seven
days per week thereafter. Hoping to stay open until Columbus Day.
See holbrookwharf.com on Facebook and Instagram.
Ashley: “We are delighted to return for our second year. At the
Grille, we intend to add a number of weekly entrée specials to what
we oﬀer as a classic Maine outdoor dining experience featuring locally-sourced and freshly-prepared ingredients. Think local oysters.
In addition, we anticipate that the Store will continue to expand its
outreach to fishermen, local residents, cruisers, and tourists. And,
needless to say, in all our eﬀorts recycling and composting are fundamental.”

Merriconeag Grange Benefit
Contra Dancing with Old Fashioned Fiddler
and Banjo Players
Sunday, May 19, 2pm
Merriconeag Grange

FMI: Call Ann @ 833-2320
Thanks to generous donors, a chair lift has been installed!

Aquaculture Forum
Jon Lewis, Aquaculture Program Director for the Maine Department of
Marine Resources, will be explaining the process for aquaculture
applications, including administrative roles for Maine DMR, Municipal
Officials and comment periods for residents and commercial fishermen.
There will be an opportunity for questions after the presentation.

DID YOU KNOW ?

Find out more at
www.hhltmaine.org/
HIPP

You can schedule a
FREE consultation with
HIPP-Help experts
to learn how to identify and
manage invasive plants
on your property.

Tuesday May 7th, 2019
6:00PM
Harpswell Community School Gymnasium
308 Harpswell Islands Rd, Harpswell ME
- Admission is Free –
For more information, please contact the Harpswell Harbormaster at
(207) 833-5771, or pplummer@town.harpswell.me.us
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Your Partner
in Health
Education
At Mid Coast Center for Community
Health & Wellness, we are as invested in
your good health as you are. We offer quality
medical wellness tools focused on preventing
and managing chronic disease, as well as
support for your general wellbeing.
We provide information and resources on
a variety of topics such as medical exercise,
lifestyle medicine, nutrition, weight loss,
Take atobacco
STEP toward
mental health, and
education.
better HEALTH
Featured Program:
Walk with a Doc

Walking for as little as 30 minutes a day can reduce your risk of coronary
heart disease, improve your blood pressure and blood sugar levels, elevate
your mood, and reduce your risk of osteoporosis, cancer and diabetes.1

Join your doctor and other people looking to improve their health at the next
Walk With A Doc event.

Walking for as little as 30 minutes
dayMaycan
Time: 12:00- 12:45a
Thursday,
3rd
Location:
The benches
in front of Mid Coast
reduce your risk of coronary
heart
disease,
MEdical Group Topsham Family Practice
improve your blood pressure
blood
Who canand
attend: Anyone
sugar levels, elevate your mood,
and
Ask your doctor for details.
reduce your risk of
osteoporosis, cancer,
and diabetes.
Join doctors and
“I have two doctors,
my left leg and my right.”
others looking
-- G. M. Trevelyan
to improve
their health at
this weekly
gathering.
Sponsored by:

walkwithadoc.org
1

American Heart Association, americanheart.org

Take a look at our calendar of upcoming
events and see how we can partner
together for better health.

May Calendar of Events
WOMEN’S PELVIC HEALTH SERIES

Pelvic Health Exercises with Ruth E. Macy, PT, DPT
A FREE monthly education series focusing on topics of
concern to every woman.
May 1 from 5-6 p.m.

WALK WITH A DOC

Join Kristin Jhamb, MD, Jennifer Riehl, MD and others looking
to improve their health at this weekly gathering.
Every Wednesday from 12:15-12:45 p.m.
Topsham Internal Medicine, One Wellness Way, Topsham

OUNCE OF PREVENTION

Alcohol and Aging with Tom Kivler, LCPC, CCS
Sponsored by Mid Coast Senior Health, this FREE series
provides education about important senior health topics.
May 8 from 3-4 p.m. Thornton Oaks, 25 Thornton Way, Brunswick

FAMILY & FRIENDS CPR

This Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and Automated
External Defibrillators (AED) class focuses on adult, child, and
infant resuscitation. It is designed for community members who
want to learn CPR but do not need a certification card.
May 13 from 5:30-8 p.m.

FOOD FOR HEALTH

The Impact of Diet and Lifestyle on Congestive Heart Failure
with Timothy R. Howe, MD
A FREE plant-based cooking and education series.
May 14 from 6:30-8 p.m.

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID

FREE NAMI-Maine training is designed to teach you how to
help a teen who is experiencing a mental health or addiction
challenge, or who is in crisis. Registration required.
May 20 from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Bath Parks & Recreation, 4 Sheridan Road, Bath

HEALTH WITHIN REACH

Exercise IS Medicine with Eric Gosselin, DPT, OCS, ATC/L, CSCS
FREE ongoing series of talks, classes, demonstrations,
and healthy lifestyle options.
May 22 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

WWW.MIDCOASTHEALTH.COM/WELLNESS
329 MAINE STREET–SOUTH ENTRANCE, BRUNSWICK

For a full listing of classes, screenings, and support groups,
including cost and registration details, call (207) 373-6585
or visit www.midcoasthealth.com/wellness.
Unless otherwise noted, all classes are held at the
Mid Coast Center for Community Health & Wellness
329 Maine Street–SOUTH ENTRANCE, Brunswick
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My Life as an Atlantic Salmon: Student Authors Pen Bios
Every year third graders at Harpswell
Community School raise Atlantic
Salmon from eggs to fry in a tank in
their classroom. Harpswell Heritage
Land Trust educator Julia McLeod
presents a series of lessons about life
cycles, biodiversity, adaptations, clean
water and migration. The students release the salmon in the Little River in
Lisbon in May. As part of their lessons,
students are tasked with imagining the
life of a salmon and writing a story from
the fish’s perspective. The following are
some of the stories students wrote.

Atlantic Salmon

By Warren Graybill
Where am I? Why is there a bunch
of orange balls around me? What is
going on? But wait, what are these big
fish? They are probably my parents.
All the orange balls must be all of my
brothers and sisters. One of the big
fish swims over, “Nap time!” It must
be my mother. We all settle in at the
bottom of the river for a long nap. I
snuggle in the water with my mother
and all my siblings.

In April we all hatch. We are alevins. We eat off our yolk sac for about
a month. We are small and we hide
in the rocks from predators. We are
only about an inch long.
After about a month our yolk
sacs are gone. We are at the fry stage.
We can swim around and play in the
rocks. We eat small bugs and algae.
We have to be careful of bigger fish,
birds, and turtles that might eat us.
They might bite off our tails.
As we get bigger we go to the parr
stage. Our color helps us blend into
the rocks. We won’t get eaten by the
predators as we play. We are still in
the river we were born in. It is hard to
survive. Sally was eaten by a turtle. It
was sad. We had a little funeral but
I didn’t understand. Mom told me I
would get it when I was older.
When I get older I become a
smolt. I am getting ready to swim
out to sea. The journey is rough.
There are waterfalls and dams. Also
shallow water where animals can
see us.
We stay out to sea for a few years.

New Home

Harpswell Community School student Malcolm Lavan-Kushiner releases Atlantic salmon fry into the Little River in Lisbon.

(JONATHAN LAVAN, UNDERPRESSUREPHOTOG.COM PHOTO)

Then we are going back to the same
river we were born in. We use our
sense of smell to get back. When we
get back we spawn and lay several
thousand eggs. Hopefully my eggs
grow up to have babies too.

Atlantic Salmon

Friday, May 10, 2019

By Emma Graffam
I need to find shelter. I live in the
river. I am a fish. What fish am I? I
am endangered Atlantic Salmon. I
started as an egg. I am scared because

there are predators trying to eat me. I
have everything I need to survive in
my egg.
Around April I hatch. The next
stage I am is an Alevin. I am only
about an inch long. I still have my
yolk sack on me. I use my egg sack
for food. I am not big enough to go
to the bottom of the river for food.
I’m still scared because there are predators taunting me and I can’t defend
myself.
Next I turn into a fry. I lose my

5:30 pm –7:30 pm at the Orr’s Island Schoolhouse
Great Silent Auction • Hors d’oeuvres • Music • Friends
Tickets: $25 (cash or check made to Town of Harpswell)

To purchase tickets, contact Bill Muldoon at 831-8657,
or email Harpswellmaine@gmail.com. Advanced purchase recommended.

All proceeds benefit performances at the Harpswell Bandstand-by-the-Sea

207.729.6544

yolk sack. Three to six weeks after
hatching into an alevin, I seek food in
the gravel of the river bottom.
After that I turn into a parr. I am
about two inches long. I can camouflage so other animals in the river
can’t see me. I camouflage by getting
black stripes on me. I eat and grow for
one to two years in my native stream
before becoming smolts.
Now I am a smolt. Smolts are
silver. This helps me camouflage so
other fish think it’s a reflection and
can’t see me. In the summer, smolts
weigh about two ounces. Also in the
summer, if I’m ready, I will migrate to
sea. I am six inches long.
Next I’m a grilse and I swim back
to my native river and lay my eggs to
start it all over again. The good thing
about being an Atlantic salmon is that
I can lay eggs over and over again.

Salmon at Sea

By Drako Chirolla
On a hot sunny day in the summer
there was a small alevin salmon
named Charlie. And Charlie loves to
play tag in the small stream with his
6,999 bros and sisses. But one day
when they were all eating, a fierce bird
named Jeff tried to steal the salmon and gobble them up. “Chomp,
chomp.” So he swooped right down
and got at least 100 of his siblings. So
the small alevin hid in a pack so he
wouldn’t get gobbled up.
After a long time in the stream,
three months later, Charlie has
turned into a smolt ready to go into
the Atlantic Sea. When he got there
he had took a rest in a seaweed bed.
“Rock a bye fishy.” By the time he
woke up he had seen he was a salmon at sea. He was lost and alone. He
could get attacked by any creature at
any moment. But a few hours later he
was back at the starting stream with
his family and many others. Wink,
wink.

My Life as a Salmon
By Griffin Perry

Home Renovating/Restoration
Interior/Exterior Painting
Weekly/Bi-weekly House Checks
Window & Door Installation
Roofing & Siding
Home Maintenance
New Construction

Richard Perry • 207.604.2239

I was born and I was scared because
there are big fish around me in a river. So I buried myself in the gravel
and there were orange balls. “What
are these things?” I said. I am a fry
and I’m going out to sea. I have
black marks. I’m a parr. I’m half
way there and I have cool colors and
patterns. I’m a smolt. I’m super
close. I can see it. Come on, hurry
up, go faster. I’m there. A year later I
am returning from the sea to lay my
eggs. When I’m back, I breed and
then lay my eggs. ⚓
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Casco Bay Fun Facts
BY FR IENDS OF CASCO BAY

With the arrival of spring, we
hope you seize the Bay by getting
outside to enjoy our 578 miles
of shoreline, taking in that 200
square miles of water, and visiting
those lighthouses and forts!
• 578 miles of shoreline
• 200 square miles of water

Opening for Season

May 25

• Now Hiring •
Just Before the Historic Cribstone Bridge
1894 Harpswell Islands Road

207-833-6210
saltcodcafe.com

• 8 official lighthouses and 8 historic forts
• 13 municipalities from Cape
Elizabeth to Phippsburg, including Long Island and Chebeague Island, abut Casco Bay.
• 1 in 5 Mainers live in the 42
communities of the Casco Bay
watershed, from Bethel to the
Bay.
• 1989 Friends of Casco Bay was
founded to improve and protect the environmental health
of Casco Bay.
• 1990 Casco Bay was designated an
Estuary of National Significance
under the Clean Water Act. ⚓

ACKME SURVEY

LAND SURVEYING
RTK GPS

DRONE

Call 508-332-8067
foh1958@hotmail.com

Building Bridges

A Harpswell community children’s clothing assistance program
oﬀering FREE gently used items.

Re-opening May 11, 2019 9:00am--12:00pm
Starting May 11th Building Bridges will be open every
second Saturday of the month until December.
For more info please call Cheryl: 207 522-3575 or leave a
message on the church telephone: 207 833-5175

Free Shred Event at the
Orr’s Island Library
Free document shredding for Town of Harpswell Residents and Businesses. Bring your collected and saved
sensitive papers and documents to be shredded on site.
Old tax records, no-longer needed documents, unwanted solicitations with sensitive personal information. Large volumes of paper material accepted. Safe
and secure shredding as you watch. Also…a bake sale
on site. Call 207-607-2818 for information.
Saturday, May 18, 2019
9:00am--Noon
Orr’s Island Library
1699 Harpswell Islands Road (Route 24)
Orr’s Island, Maine

Letters
From page 3

Improving our crumbling
roads and bridges (as well as providing broadband to rural areas)
needs to be a priority. Otherwise,
be prepared for years of teeth-rattling driving on Maine’s roads.
Connie Sage Conner

Pride Flag

In March, the students at Harpswell Coastal Academy raised the
pride flag for the first time. The
Sexuality and Gender Alliance (a
student group) requested to fly a
rainbow flag because it represents
diversity and equality in our community. We held a bake sale at
school and our peers helped us
raise the money for the flag.
There have been questions
from our community about the
pride flag. We would like to share
some information to help our

community understand our decision. According to the 2017 Maine
Integrated Youth Health Survey
(MIYHS), which is done by the
Maine CDC, 15, 18% of our youth
identify as LGBT. The MIYHS also
reports that 37% of LGBT youth
are bullied at school and 41% of
LGBT students have seriously considered suicide in the past year.
This is four times more than their
heterosexual peers.
The federal CDC states: “For
youth to thrive in schools and
communities, they need to feel
socially, emotionally, and physically safe and supported. A positive
school climate has been associated
with decreased depression, suicidal feelings, substance use, and
unexcused school absences among
LGBTQ+ students.”
We at HCA want all of our students and families to know that
they are valued and heard and that
we honor all gender identities and
sexual orientations. The pride flag
celebrates the welcoming environ-

In loving memory
Dwight A. Lucas

July 15, 1944 - March 5, 2019
A celebration of life will be held
Saturday, May 4th at noon at
Woolwich Wiscasset Baptist
Church. In lieu of flowers, please
donate to Dwight’s beloved charity
www.hopegivers.org.
To see his full obituary go to
www.funeralalternatives.net.

Sunset Cruise
Enjoy an evening on the water, beautiful scenery,
interesting commentary, wildlife sightings,
delicious food and good company on a Casco Bay
ferry boat built for comfort. All while supporting
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust.

Mon., August 12, from 6-8 p.m. leaving
from the Dolphin Marina

$60 for HHLT members, $75 for
non-members and $30 for children.
Register early; this cruise sells out.
For tickets: www.hhltmaine.org.

ment we aspire to create. We invite
you to join us in this mission.
Students of the SAGA (Sexuality
and Gender Alliance), Harpswell
Coastal Academy

Bandstand

We invite everyone to join us on
Friday, May 10, 5:30 pm to 7:30
pm, at the Orrs Island Schoolhouse as we “Make Music Together” and raise funds to pay for the
great performers at the Harpswell
Bandstand-By-The Sea! We hope
you will come and enjoy an amazing silent auction, wonderful hors
d’oeuvres, music, and catching up
with friends. Tickets will be available at the door or send a note to
me at harpswellmaine@gmail.com
to reserve your place. Looking forward to seeing everyone on May
10 as we get a jumpstart on the
sounds of summer!
Bill Muldoon for the Friends of the
Harpswell Bandstand Committee

Sebascodegan Artists
Search for Venue

In writing this letter I am representing the twenty artists belonging to the Sebascodegan Co Op
Artists’ Group. Presently we find
ourselves without a gallery venue
for our art after a 29 year tenancy
in the Church, overlooking Card
Cove, in Harpswell. Due to family changes in overseer-ship of the
property and new unacceptable
stipulations, we unanimously voted not to renew our tenancy.
Since the end of our 2018 season we have diligently sought to
find new accommodations on
our own and then with the added help of a most reputable real
Estate Agency. Despite all of our
combined efforts, to date, we still
do not have a venue for the 2019
season.
We, as the artists involved, value our roll in perpetuating the exposure of the arts to all who cross
our threshold--- and we want it to
continue.
We are looking in earnest for:
A 2000 sq. foot building or appropriate gallery space with easy
access, an interior bathroom, an
abutting parking area for visitors
and ideally located in the Harpswell area, most particularly Rt. 24,
(but not absolute).
Dates of occupancy-from June
24 to September 7.      
 	 We need and appreciate your
help finding available property options. Thank you for your time.
Gloria Doughty
gmdislandstudio@comcast.net, a
Gallery Representative to the HBA ⚓
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Joe’s

From page 1

have time to rig their ropes and
buoys themselves.
“Things are always changing and it’s a lot to keep up with.
We’ve got to do breakaway swivels
on the buoys now, use less float
rope, and more guys have to fish
trawls to get down the number of
vertical lines for whale regs. There
are a lot of guys Downeast who
have been fishing all their lives but
don’t know how to set up a trawl
line because its new down there.”
Joe found the space to meet the
demand right in the house where
he grew up – an 1820s farmhouse
owned by his grandparents and
now his parents. His shop is in
the barn where animals used to be
kept. In the loft, he showed me the
hole his uncle once poked his bb
gun through. Even his dog, Scout,
is a part of the business. A half
Chihuahua, half mini Dachsund,

Scout was the mascot for a recent
Midcoast Humane Society fundraiser where Joe raffled off buoys
to support pets in need.
When the work started to come
in, Joe quickly realized he needed
help. It has definitely been a family
affair. His mom runs an embroidery business at the house and
sews the pennant flags for the tops
of lobster buoys, and his dad helps
out in the shop too. Things got so
busy that his girlfriend opened up
space in her garage in Dresden to
help out.
“But it wasn’t long before guys
started coming by to see if they
could help,” says Joe. “If someone wants to work a few hours a
week, they can come by, or even
for a couple of months. I’ve had
a dozen or so guys come by and
want work for a week. It’s not hard
to find help at this time of year. I
understand it – it’s a time of year
I historically haven’t had a lot of
money. This give people in the
community an opportunity, including me.”

Joe also sources most of his
materials locally, working closely
with Midcoast Marine Supply.
“My customers like to pick
their own rope but I can help them
get good pricing for it through
Midcoast. They’re super to work
with, right Scout? You like to go to
Midcoast?” said Joe. Scout hopped
right up on his lap, wagging her
tail.
He hasn’t had any trouble finding enough work. Clients range
from Stonington down to Point
Pleasant, New Jersey. Joe notes
that those guys love “stopping by
the shop on a rainy day when they
can talk fishing and no one will
bother them about baseball.” He’s
also gotten requests from as far
away as Canada, but he notes that,
“delivery is a bit of a challenge.”
With summer ahead of him,
Joe will be heading back out lobstering soon. That means he is
trying to stay ahead of things and
get ahead a bit now. He’ll go out
four days a week or so, which still
leaves him a few days and evenings
to tend to ropes and buoys, but he

DMR to Hold Hearings After Citizen Petition
On March 20th, 2019 a group of lobstermen, their families, and
concerned citizens submitted 189 signatures to the Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) to open rulemaking regarding the siting
of aquaculture leases. Last week, DMR notified the group that their
request was granted and hearings will take place according to the
notification before June 01, 2019.  
 	 40-year lobstermen John Powers of Brunswick said, “We need to
seriously consider how we site these leases so aquaculture can grow
but not at the expense of the $500 million dollar lobster industry.”
Lobstermen Tom Santiguida added, “We know that a lease is
rarely denied by the Department of Marine Resources and the
growth in applications is exponential. DMR must find a better way
to site leases with the burden of proof being on the applicant and
not on those of us trying to make a living.”

is also looking into finding some
seasonal help to stay on top of
things.
“Time management is really the biggest challenge,” he says.
“Wanting to work on the boat,
see friends and family, and start a
business – sometimes I get worn a
little thin.”
Eventually, he says he’d like to
have a bigger shop and get some

Linda’s Home Care Planning & Staﬃng
A more personalized
approach in caring for
your elderly loved one.
lindashomecare.com
Bonded/Insured

For Details:
Phone/Text 207.607.9083
lahcplanning@gmail.com

full time help. But for now, “This
business has been a blessing that
I kind of fell into. I’m grateful for
the opportunity to work in the
community where I grew up.” ⚓

Help Wanted: CNA
Home care/child, $15
hourly, Georgetown. 40
hrs a week, day shifts.
Immediate need.
Skilled Care Solutions:
838-6194

COASTAL BARGE
& MOORING, LLC
Boat Moorings,
Mushroom Anchors,
Diving Services

Annual Mooring Service
John Blood 207-841-1587
Richard Keen 207-837-7154
www.coastalbarge.com

43 years experience
46

Is your inspection due?
Licensed
Inspection
Station

HOURS:
(Mon–Fri)

Oil Change • Tire Change

Tone up for fuel efficiency
8 AM – 5 PM
(lunch 12-1)

BMW
Mechanic:
Eric Field

Field’s
Auto
Complete Auto Service

Lookout Point Rd (off Rt. 123)
Harpswell Center

Dennis A. Field

(207) 833-2872
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HCTV
From page 1

has housed the television station
with ten-year leases since then. At
the most recent Town Meeting,
the decision was made to allocate
funds to paint the building.
The station will be receiving
more than just a new coat of paint
this year, however. The nonprofit
organization recently received a
grant from the Maine Association
of Broadcasters for $2,400 to purchase a new standby generator for
the studio. After the wind storm
in October 2017, in which much
of Harpswell lost power for more
than seven days, the need for a
new generator became apparent.
The new generator will be used to
continue broadcasting and providing information to the public
in the event of extended power
outages.
Harpswell Community Television is a public access station that

falls into the category of PEG-TV,
which translates to: Public, Education, and Government. Public access ensures that members of the
community and nonprofit organizations, including People Plus and
Maine Veterans for Peace, are able
to use the studio to record and
broadcast programs. Educational
programming includes: College
Guild, which provides academic opportunities for incarcerated
students; CalTech mathematics,
which resulted in an anonymous
$500 donation; and various programs from educational institutions, including the University of
Washington. One recently broadcast program from the university
involved the discovery of fossilized fish in North Dakota from the
Cretaceous period; beads of glass
from an asteroid that killed off the
dinosaurs in the Yucatan peninsula were found in the gills of the
fossilized fish in North Dakota,
according to the program. The
station also broadcasts children’s
shows, local church services,
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In Memory

events schedules, and government
programs, including meetings
from the local, county, state, and
federal levels.
Harpswell Community Television not only provides programming and information about
upcoming community events,
but also encourages participation
on a variety of levels. Community members are encouraged to
borrow television equipment to
pursue their own interests and
can select programs from outside
the Harpswell community to be
aired. Programs from outside the
community require three sponsors - individuals in Harpswell
who would like to see the program - in order to be broadcast on
the Harpswell station. Harpswell
Community Television also hopes
for more volunteer participation
in the future; they are currently in
search of volunteers with strong
computer skills or an interest in
filming local events for local libraries and organizations.
“I’m just here to help facilitate and help people do what they
want to do,” says Station Manager
Donna Frisoli, who’s been working for the station for 19 years.
For more information on how to
participate, visit www.harpswelltv.
org. Programs can be viewed on
channel 14 or https://vimeo.com/
harpswelltv. ⚓

Uta V. Hillery, 81, of Brunswick, ME, passed away peacefully on
April 1, 2019.
During her life, Uta touched so many people on both sides of the
Atlantic Ocean, often with humor and brownies. She was born
in Vienna, Austria on December 16, 1937 to Heinz and Violetta
Schmidt, and graduated from the University of Vienna. She traveled extensively throughout Europe and spoke several languages
fluently, providing a career as a translator. She moved to the U.S.
with her first husband and became a U.S citizen shortly after that
marriage dissolved.
Soon after Uta met her second husband, Robert, the two moved
to Orr’s Island where they were active members of the community
for 25 years. Uta volunteered many years of assistance to the Orr’s
& Bailey Island Fire Department, the Bailey Island Library Hall,
and the Mingo Club, serving several years as an oﬃcer of those
community organizations. She loved to cook, loved to entertain,
and loved to garden.
Uta is preceded in death by her parents and her husband Robert.
She is survived by: her sister Lore Conrad-Billroth and husband
Andreas; brother Christoph Schmidt and wife Reni, all of Austria;
her step-children Robert and wife Diane (NH), Barbara (NY),
and Nancy and husband Darryl (NY); grandchildren Matthew
and wife Sarah (Brunswick), Kate, Kris, Colton and Carson; and
great-grandchildren Parker, Lilly and James. There are also many
nieces, nephews, cousins and god-children around the world.
Those who knew Uta know it was wise to obey her, and indeed she
had the t-shirt (She Who Must be Obeyed). Therefore, in keeping
with her wishes, there will be no viewing and no funeral service.
The family would like to give special thanks to the staﬀ of Bolster
Heights Residential Facility and Beacon Hospice for helping to
make Uta’s last days peaceful and comfortable.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.FuneralAlternatives.net.
Arrangements are under the care of Funeral Alternatives, Brunswick.
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House for Rent
(summer rental)

LAND’S END GIFT SHOP

Spacious house with
ocean views, beach access.
7 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
Potts Point
(Auburn Colony).

Don’t forget Mom!
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12th

$2,500/week, $400 cleaning fee,
seasonal dining hall fee.

Think Spring!

Sleeps 15. Full kitchen, 2 living
rooms, internet, cable TV,
shared tennis court and pool.

Is once again supporting all of our Maine crafters.
May is Made in Maine Month
Receive 20% off all Maine Made Products

Cribstone Bridge Granite
Benches starting at $400 + installation

Landscaping
Yard maintenance
Garden installations
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Hardscaping
Walkways & Steps
Patios & More

Kenney Landscaping

Terence and Julie Kenney 207-729-1461

Family owned and operated since 1972 - fully insured

harpswell.landscaping@gmail.com

Weekly rentals Sat-Sat,
June-September.
Contact:
abbottvoyager@yahoo.com
http://seahavenatthecolony.com

Cumberland County
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO)
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24/7 to report tips:
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Kelp

From page 1

a seaweed biologist with a focus
on sustainable kelp aquaculture
at the University of Connecticut
(UCONN), narrow bladed kelp
reportedly occurs in only two
counties (Sagadahoc and Cumberland) in an area spanning
eight nautical miles of southern
Maine. This area includes the
intertidal zone at Bailey Island’s
Giant’s Stairs. It thrives on flat
ledges and vertical cliffs exposed
to strong surf.
“In comparison,” says Augyte,
“narrow bladed kelp’s close relative, sugar kelp, has a coastal distribution throughout much of
the Northern Hemisphere includ-

ing both the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, and is found sub-tidally
in wave protected areas.”
“Skinny kelp (another name
for narrow-bladed kelp) was
thought to be a morphotype of
sugar kelp,” says Jaclyn Robidoux,
Marine Extension Associate at the
University of Maine’s Sea Grant
program. “Recent genetic testing
has shown that it’s actually a distinct species. It’s really not like any
other type of kelp we’ve seen before.”
The name Saccharina angustissima was assigned to the species
by researchers at UCONN who
conducted the genetic testing and
observed the consistency of the
seaweed’s unique form in varied
growing conditions.
Augyte’s research team, in collaboration with sea farmers from
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Spring Tide Seaweeds and Maine
Fresh Sea Farms, were the first to
domesticate this kelp and produce
seed that was then used to grow the
species in more protected areas on
long lines. Early cultivation trials
showed that the kelp retained its
unique shape even when removed
from its very wave exposed native
environment.
Narrow bladed kelp is currently
being farmed at several commercial farms in Maine coastal waters.
Like other kelp species, the narrow
bladed variety has a high nutrient
content and grows quickly, especially during the winter months. It
tends to have a high yield, is easy
to process and produces a mild,
crunchy flavor when dried, all of

which make it a favorable species
for seaweed growers to work with.
Skinny kelp is also “denser and
heavier, with no ruffled edges, so
growers can harvest more poundage per foot of line,” Robidoux
explains. Despite its origins in
the turbulent intertidal, nurseries
have had success culturing it on
seeded lines in a variety of conditions.
“One main difference in growing skinny kelp versus sugar kelp is
that the denser skinny kelp weighs
down the lines. Growers need to
add more buoys in order to keep
the lines afloat as the kelp grows.
Sugar kelp is the opposite. Its wider blades catch the currents and
pull the lines upward. Growers
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Can’t see your driveway or road
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tractor, skid steer and excavator,
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Give Chuck a call to clear
the way when quality
counts as much as price.
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C.L. Powers Jr Excavation

meeting all your landscape needs

Spring Clean-up

Accepting new mowing accounts
Garrett Fenimore, Owner •

207.837.2743

LOG CABIN
An Island Inn
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Bailey Island, Maine 04003
207-833-5546

http://www.logcabin-maine.com

usually have to anchor the lines
with bricks,” Robidoux says.
According to Robidoux, seaweed
aquaculture has taken off in
Maine in the past decade. Currently, there are more than 140
lease sites in Maine coastal waters
where growers cultivate seaweed.
Maine leads the nation in the
number of seaweed farms and
diversity of crops grown. Many
growers cultivate kelp alongside
farmed shellfish, such as oysters,
mussels, and scallops.
There are three types of licenses or leases that seaweed growers
can obtain from the Maine Department of Marine Resources
(DMR). The limited purpose
aquaculture license is what Robidoux refers to as the “lowest barrier to entry” into the industry. It
provides 400 square feet of area
and only requires a public hearing process if concerns are voiced
by other resource users or nearby
property owners.
An experimental lease offers up
to four acres, but is more expensive and requires submission of a
more formal plan for aquaculture
management. Some of these leases
are held by colleges doing marine
algae research.
A standard lease is the most
expensive and most commercial,
providing up to 100 acres over the
span of 20 years. A formal public
hearing and scoping process must
be held and DMR divers investigate the area in question to ensure
that there are no eelgrass beds or
other resources that could be impacted by aquaculture operations.
“Part of the beauty of growing
seaweed is that it’s a winter crop
- the kelp growing season runs
from October through April. That
minimizes the amount of gear in
the water during the height of the
fishing and boating season,” Robidoux says.
While much of the seaweed
harvested is used in the restaurant
and food products industries, new
uses are quickly being developed:
Compostable shoes and plastics,
biofuels, cat litter, even some medical applications.
To celebrate the kelp harvest,
Seaweed Week, a new event, will
be held April 26 through May 4 in
Portland and beyond. Restaurants,
breweries and other seaweed aficionados will rise to the challenge, creating innovative uses for the variety
of marine algae harvested from
Maine waters. To find out more, see
www.seaweedweek.org. ⚓
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Harpswell Lobster Boat Races
The race must go on!
Laurance (Larry) Michael Ward
1967-2019
Laurance M. Ward, 51, passed away peacefully,
Wednesday, April 17, at Maine Medical Center
in Portland, surrounded by loved ones. Larry
was born July 8, 1967 in Brunswick to Lewis
V. Ward, Sr. and Loretta L. Kenopensky-Ward.
He graduated from Mt. Ararat High School in
1986.
Larry was passionate about life and helping
others. If anyone needed help in any capacity
he was always there for them. He worked as a
lobsterman for most of his life. He was a Cub
Scout leader for many years. He was involved
in the Drama Club in high school, sang tenor
in chorus and played drums in the marching
band as well as several brass instruments in
concert band. He could also play keyboards.
Larry loved the ocean and music. He enjoyed
being surrounded by friends and family. He
traveled to Florida each year and attended
many drum festivals.
Larry suﬀered from congestive heart failure. In
May, 2017, he received an LVAD heart pump.
Through positive outlook and his love of life he was able to improve
his heart function and the pump was removed in January of this year.
He was once asked if he believed in miracles, and he replied, “Of
course. I am one.”
Last year Larry led the charge to bring the Lobster Boat Races back to
Harpswell. Under his leadership the races raised and donated nearly

$10,000 to the Harpswell Santa Fund and several other area service groups. Larry touched so
many lives and warmed the hearts of everyone
he met. Heaven has gained a beautiful soul.
He is survived by his parents, his sisters Leeann
Van Vlack, Lynette Mitchell, and a sister in law,
Cheryl Ward, all of Harpswell; a stepdaughter Kendele Ouellette of Topsham; a stepson,
Matthew Winn and his wife Kayleigh of Harpswell; four grandchildren: Jacoby and Damon
Ouelette and Nathan and Maya Winn; nieces
and nephews Joseph Graves, Amanda Peacock,
James Ward, Jason Ward, Charles Van Vlack,
and Jesse Mitchell; and several aunts, uncles,
great nieces and nephews. He is predeceased by
his brother Lewis V. Ward, Jr.. nephew Cameron L. Van Vlack, step-son Dustin K. Winn, and
granddaughter Layla Winn.
Because Larry was so passionate about healing
and the ocean, donations may be made in his
memory to Maine Medical Center, LVAD Program, Attn: Philanthropy Dept., 22 Brimhall
St., Portland, ME 04102, or to the 2019 Harpswell Lobster Boat Races, PO Box 111, Harpswell ME 04079.
The Races will be held in his honor on July 28 in Potts Harbor.
Memories and condolences can be shared at www.brackettfuneralhome.com.
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Kids building a skiff in Cundy’s Harbor

“A Good Read”

Ann Flannery, local boat builder and woodworker (and Board
member of Holbrook Community Foundation), has been working
with seven kids aged 9-15 over
the last several months to build a
13’6” skiff from the ground up in
her workshop in Cundy’s Harbor.
They plan to launch the skiff in
Cundy’s Harbor at Holbrook’s
wharf at 12:00pm. noon on June
2nd. The “Off Center Skiff” is
designed by Havilah Hawkins of
Brooklin, Maine. Of traditional
construction, the skiff is cedar
planked on black locust frames.
There are four thwarts and
two rowing stations. The boat
Last year’s skiff
includes one pair of hand made
spruce oars. The skiff is available for
sale, and proceeds will go to the Holbrook Community Foundation
(www.holbrookcommunityfoundation.org). The Foundation will
accept bids from anyone wishing to own this fine boat. This is your
chance! All bids will be accepted by email, phone or in person
to annieflann@gmail.com 207-751-9589 by midnight June 2nd.
Bidding starts at $2,500. For further information, please email Ann
at annieflann@gmail.com or check out the Holbrook Community
Foundation Facebook page. ⚓

Send your Good Read photo to
news@harpswellanchor.com

A Toblerone Good Read

Philip and Carolyn Nedza of Harpswell enjoy a Good Read in Lugano, Switzerland while taking a break
from consuming vast amounts of Swiss chocolate. (SWISS MISS PHOTO)

HARPSWELL WATERFRONT ~ Uniquely sited Cape with 3 bedrooms and
2 baths. House is oriented toward Quahog Bay oﬀering protected waterfront
and deep water. Sit on the deck which is very close to the water's edge. Water
views from living room, kitchen, dining room and master bedroom. Two car
garage under. Cathedral ceiling living room opens onto waterfront deck. New
furnace in 2018. Good rental history. Private waterfront with open ocean
views. $699,000

BAILEY ISLAND ~ On the southern end of Bailey Island you will find this
character island home in quiet neighborhood on a dead-end street. Easterly
views of Casco Bay and westerly views of Mackerel Cove. Features include
hard wood floors, woodstove, 2-1/2 baths which have all been updated, 1st
floor master with bath including a claw foot tub. The kitchen was tastefully
updated with granite counters, new appliances, farmers sink, and period
wood cabinets. Walk to Land’s End, Mackerel Cove or the Post Oﬃce.
$415,00

ORR’S ISLAND WATERFRONT ~ Unique waterfront property on west shore
of Orr's Island. Two vintage 2 bedroom cottages, each having amazing sunset
westerly views across Harpswell Sound. Both cottages have stone fireplaces and
screened porches. Road frontage on quiet town maintained paved road. Both
cottages are complete with kitchen and bath facilities. Own your own waterfrontage on Reed Cove opening onto Harpswell Sound. $395,000

HARPSWELL ~ This 1840's home was built for Captain Dyer. It was once
a small Cape and then was added to by Elijah Kellogg. This home has had
many updates and improvements while keeping a lot of the original character.
Some features include an updated kitchen with bamboo flooring, center
island, 5 burner gas stove and wall oven. Two new full bathrooms were added
upstairs. Restore the barn to its original character. Just
a short walk to Mitchell Field. A true old home lover’s
dream. $314,000

WESTPORT ISLAND WATERFRONT ~ "Riverview Lodge" is a perfect Maine retreat.
Well maintained and lovely log cabin home includes 4 bedrooms, an above-ground pool,
2 car attached garage and a beautifully constructed wooden walkway that leads to the pier,
ramp and float over the deep water frontage of the Sheepscot River. This lot also contains
an Artist Studio with wood stove, monitor heating and plenty of space to pass the days
away in a quiet, peaceful and imaginative setting. $629,000

HARPSWELL ~ If you are looking for privacy then this is the building lot for
you. This 1.97 acre lot abuts an ice pond which you can see from the building
window. Lots of mature trees and rock walls make this a very peaceful and
relaxing setting. Sit and watch the ducks in the marsh. Come take advantage of
the low Harpswell Taxes. $109,000

Rob Williams Real Estate

207-833-5078 ~ baileyisland.com
Specializing in Unique Coastal Harpswell Properties

