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In the Pink  
This Anchor  file photo 
from the turn of the cen-
tury shows the deck of a 
boat laden with mature 
Maine shrimp.  (ROBERT 

ANDERSON PHOTO)

BY JANICE THOMPSON

Dave Hackett, President of the 
Harpswell Historical Society, 
kneels on the floor in the midst 
of a pile of wood shavings, 
pointing and intently watching a 
sixth grader as she pushes lacing 
through a hole she has made in 
a piece of leather. Both student 
and teacher are engaged in com-
mon pursuit as the the girl care-
fully pulls the lacing tighter, cre-
ating a perfectly gathered seam. 
She smiles triumphantly and 
proudly holds up her project 
that has taken the now-recogniz-
able shape of a leather moccasin.  
 This is the “Making Moc-
casins” elective, a partnership 
between the Harpswell Coast-
al Academy and the Harp-
swell Historical Society.  Every 
Wednesday for six weeks, stu-
dents spend most of the morn-
ing at the “Subsistence Work-
shop” on the second floor of 
the Historical Society building, 
learning about Native Ameri-
can and town history. But they 
are not just listening about this 
history: they are experiencing 
it first-hand by making their 
own moccasins – the traditional 
footwear of Native Americans in 
the area – with their own hands.  
 “Most of these kids have nev-
er made anything from scratch,” 
Dave says. “They are amazed at 
what they can do.”

 The six-week class started 
with the students making cus-
tom patterns by drawing their 
own feet onto roughly-cut piec-
es of leather. “It was trial and er-
ror at first,” says Amy Goodwin, 
a special education teacher at 
HCA who organizes this term’s 
elective with Dave. “Some of 
them had to do it several times. 
It teaches perseverance, per-
sistence.  That’s an important 
lesson.”
 This morning the students 

are punching holes into the 
leather edges and pulling to-
gether the two sides to make 
the front of the shoe. They use 
sharp awls to make the holes, 
and sometimes the leather is so 
tough that they have to secure it 
over a large block of wood and 
pound in the awl several times. 
“They actively interact with the 
materials they are using,” Dave 
comments. “They have to figure 
out how to make it work with 

Hand-Made Native Footwear

Happy Feet Harpswell Coastal Academy students (front row, 
left to right) Liam MacDougall, Ryleigh Sullivan, Cameron Pirone, Gracey 
Leeman, Madelyn Williams, and Amelia Hoag show off the moccasins they 
made at a subsistence workshop at the Histroical Society Museum with 
(back row) Special Ed. Teacher Amy Goodwin, historian Dave Hackett, and 
interpreter Maegan Evans. (ROBERT ANDERSON PHOTO)

See MOCCASINS p. 12

BY K AR A DOUGLAS

“The thing about Harpswell is that 
there are only two ways in and 
two ways out, “ says Art Howe, 
the town’s emergency manage-
ment agent. We’re talking about 
what to consider in the case of a 
winter storm or other emergency 
that could require evacuation or 
the need for residents to move to a 
shelter.
 ‘Eighty-eight percent of the 
roads in Harpswell are private,” 
Howe continues. “Access to homes 
can be difficult and leaving — es-
pecially if trees are down— isn’t 
easy.” Before we talk about shelter 
options. Howe takes a moment to 
focus on having what’s needed to 
shelter at home, but not without 
this warning: “Resiliency is import-
ant, but independence can work 
for you or against you. You have 
to know when to ask for help and 
who to ask.”
 The emergency shelter con-
versation was inspired by a group 
of local women recalling the ice 
storm of January 1998, when pow-
er was out in parts of Harpswell for 
about two weeks. One remarked, 
“I remember my (elderly) mother 
wouldn’t leave her house to go to 
a shelter because the shelter didn’t 
allow pets and she wouldn’t leave 
her dog.”
 Of the four women present, 

none knew whether there was a 
storm shelter location in town or 
where to bring pets in the case that 
shelter was needed.
 Enter Howe, who also serves as 
Harpswell’s fire administrator. He 
divides his time between the town 
office, various on-the-road duties 
and visits to the three fire stations. 
He says that the most important 
part of winter storm preparedness 
is knowing what you need in the 
case of a prolonged outage and 

When the Weather 
Outside is Frightful

On Call Art Howe, Harpswell 
emergency management agent 
and fire administrator, reminds 
Harpswell citizens of contact 
information for use during a winter 
power outage and how to seek 
shelter in an emergency situation. 
(TOWN OF HARPSWELL PHOTO)

See SHELTER p. 13

BY SUSA N OLCOTT

Can you imagine spending your 
entire life in the Gulf of Maine? 
You’d live no longer than five 
years or so and you’d change from 
male to female partway through. 
It’s a strange existence – that of a 
Northern shrimp - and one that 
has, in recent years, become scarce. 

 The species I’m describing is 
Pandalus borealis. These are the 
tiny, sweet little shrimp that have 
historically been fished during a 
limited winter season when they 
come in closer to shore to lay their 
eggs. The fishery has seen its ups 
and downs since it began back in 
the 1940s. Harpswell fisherman 
Sheldon Morse has fished through 

several of these cycles. He remem-
bers trapping shrimp back in the 
1970s before the a major stock 
collapse. He saw things come back 
slowly after that and spent sever-
al winters trawling for shrimp in 
the late ‘80s and early ‘90s “It was 
tough fishing,” he said. “At the be-
ginning of the winter, we had to 

See SHRIMP p. 14

Shrimp Season Shutdown in the Gulf of Maine
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Coastal Canine Clippings
MOBILE DOG GROOMING SALON
We Bring the Salon to You!

serving Bath, Brunswick, Harpswell, Freeport, 
Topsham, and West Bath communities

207-833-6935
www.coastalcanineclippings.com

. Letters to the Editor News Flash 
Join Us
For local residents interested in 
learning hands-on skills in emer-
gency situations, Harpswell’s 
three volunteer fire and rescue 
services are joining forces to offer 
two important training opportu-
nities in January. 
 The Orr’s and Bailey Island, 
Cundy’s Harbor and Harpswell 
Neck departments will host a 
two-day Emergency Vehicle Op-
erators Course (EVOC) on Janu-
ary 12-13. Driver certification in-
cludes eight hours of classroom 
work and eight hours of driving 
vehicles through a cones course. 
Drivers will then complete addi-
tional vehicle-specific training to 
receive final certification by the 
fire chief.
 The departments are also of-
fering an EMT training course 
from 5-9 p.m. on Wednesday 
nights starting on Jan. 16 and 
continuing through April 24. The 
training course will be followed 
by the required licensing exams. 
Because the class is one night a 
week, instead of the typical two, 
significant online study, along 
with clinical experience time at a 
hospital, will also be required.
 Both training sessions will be 
held at the Orr’s Island School-
house, 1600 Harpswell Island 
Road. Volunteers must be 21 
years of age to drive emergency 
vehicles. The costs of training for 

Harpswell residents who join one 
of the three fire and rescue ser-
vices will be covered by the de-
partments. 
 A new volunteer training ses-
sion is also required and is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. Jan. 2, also at 
the Orr’s Island Schoolhouse. An 
additional opportunity to take 
the orientation training will also 
be scheduled. 
 To register, or for more infor-
mation, please contact OBIFD 
and Cundy’s Harbor Fire Chief 
Wallace at c-first@hotmail.com 
or admin@obifd.org.
Byline

Hometown Housing
I am someone who is so blessedly 
grateful to grow up here in our 
wonderful town. Like so many 
others I have done whatever it 
takes to be able to always call our 
town “Home Sweet Home”. 
 Having said that, one of the 
matters that concerns me is of 
our elders having to leave our 
town, to live in other towns, 
when they are not longer able to 
live safely in their own home. It’s 
time to address this issue.
 Of course we are already so 
fortunate to have “HAH”, Harp-
swell Aging at Home, and their 
affiliations doing so much good 
to promote ableness for our el-
ders to stay put in their own 
homes. Three cheers for them!

 I am proposing a new ven-
ture called “HERO”. It stands 
for Harpswell Elders Residential 
Organization. I envision a group 
of other like-minded citizens in 
our town gathering together to 
explore what ideas we can come 
up with about what “HERO 
HOMES” could be like to bene-
fit our elders. Perhaps the homes 
could be in a the form of a B&B 
style, or boarding homes or like 
the eldercare house that just 
opened up on North Haven Is-
land. 
 I think of this endeavor as a 
win-win scenario on so many 
levels. If you would like to be 
part of this group, please call me 
at 833-6994 (this is a land line 
phone only—no texting avail-
able). 
 Thank you!
Bonnie (Tad) Bailey

Thank You
Harpswell Scouting Assistance 
Association Wreath and Tree 
Sale, minus the trees, was a suc-
cess! Thank you for your contin-
ued support. A special Thank you 
to Pam’s Wreaths. Since we could 
not get our trees this year. The 
HSAA filled a Christmas tin full 
of goodies and did a raffle. Mark 
Eidsness was our lucky winner! 
HSAA and the Scouts would like 
to say Thank you to Erica’s Sea-

See LETTERS p. 15

The Harpswell Board of Select-
men signed a multi-year lease 
agreement with Running Tide 
Technologies (RTT) for operat-
ing an oyster hatchery in the Ma-
rine Business District at Mitchell 
Field. RTT is the first business 
to locate in the Marine Business 
District since the District’s estab-
lishment by Town Meeting voters 
in 2011. Renovations will begin 
soon on the garage building sit-
uated on the northwest corner 
of Mitchell Field. Operations are 
expected to commence in the 
spring of 2019. Running Tide’s 
expression of interest to the Town 

states “Our vision for Mitchell 
Field is to build a shellfish hatch-
ery, and develop a kelp farm 
adjacent to the Mitchell Field 
shoreline to achieve extremely 
high water quality….. we want 
to play a role in continuing to 
improve Mitchell Field as a com-
munity space, building a facility 
that will demonstrate state of the 
art sustainable aquaculture prac-
tices…” The lease agreement al-
lows for continued pedestrian ac-
cess to the perimeter road along 
the waterfront and some public 
parking on the leased property 
within the business district. ⚓



BY DOUG WA R R E N

Maybe you’ve been considering 
volunteering for the Orr’s and 
Bailey Island Fire Department 
and Rescue Squad but have held 
off because you don’t think run-
ning into burning buildings or 
driving ambulances is your thing. 
 That’s OK! There are many 
ways to contribute to OBIFD’s 
life-saving efforts (beyond mak-
ing a donation through our web-
site: obifd.org), and we’ve just 
come up with a new one. 
 The department is looking 
for a few good men and women 
to take on a variety of adminis-
trative tasks and help relieve the 
burden of routine paperwork on 
our first responders. 
 If you have a background in 
records management, training 
and compliance documentation, 
finance or community outreach 
and a few hours to spare each 
month – on island or remotely – 
this could be an opportunity to 
contribute directly to an all-vol-
unteer operation that keeps our 
town safe. 
 And the need has never been 
greater.
 OBIFD is responding to an 
increasing number of calls each 
year. In 2017, the department 
had 184 medical calls, 132 of 
which required transport. There 
were 59 fire calls. In 2018, OBIFD 
responded to nearly 300 total 
calls. Those numbers will only 
increase given Harpswell’s aging 
population.

 “Finding qualified people to 
improve efficiencies and allow 
first responders to focus on the 
operational side – instead of the 
increasing administrative re-
quirements – will really bring us 
to the next level in providing the 
services our community needs 
and deserves,” said Firefighter 
Phil Taylor, an OBIFD Board 
member and former assistant 
chief.
 Volunteer first responders are 
on call at all hours and also must 
contribute nights and weekends 
for training and recertification. 
Relieving them of paperwork and 
administrative duties will help 
boost recruitment and retention, 
which is a challenge in Harpswell 
and all across the country.
 “Our board’s Strategic Plan-
ning Committee has been 
charged with developing new 

and progressive ways to manage 
the department,” said Bob Garv-
er, OBIFD Board president. “This 
initiative is a different approach 
to get at the problem of recruit-
ing.”
 The current proposal en-
visions a half-dozen adminis-
trative and support positions, 
although that structure is flex-
ible, based on the community 
response and the variety of skills 
that volunteers bring to OBIFD. 
Garver emphasized that the ad-
ministrative support staff will 
not have board or fundraising 
responsibilities. 
 “This is another way to get 
people to realize that they can 
contribute to our department’s 
vital efforts with the experience 
they bring to our community,” 
Garver said. “We want to unbur-
den our first responders in lead-

ership roles and let them know 
there is a logistic support system 
in place to help them.”
 The Strategic Planning Com-
mittee is also exploring the steps 
necessary to begin billing for 
ambulance transports, a practice 
that is common in communities 
throughout the US and has been 
in place on Harpswell Neck for 
several years. The department 
plans to have the billing system 
in place during the first quarter 
of 2019.
 “We’ve seen a 25 percent in-
crease in transports in recent 
years, and each of those ambu-
lance runs represents a cost to 
the department, which we need 
to recoup to help keep OBIFD 
financially healthy,” explained 
Bart Beattie, chairman of the 
Strategic Planning Committee. 
“We want to assure everyone that 
we’re working hard to make sure 
the billing process is fair and rea-
sonable.”
 The department will keep the 
community informed about the 
ambulance transport plan as the 
details are finalized.
     In the meantime, if you are 
interested in volunteering for 
an administrative support po-
sition, please contact OBIFD at 
admin@obifd.org, or call the 
department at (207) 833-5405 
and you will receive a prompt 
response.
    Thanks again for your sup-
port of the volunteers at OBIFD, 
where it’s all about “Neighbors 
helping neighbors.” ⚓
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OBIFD Offers New Volunteer Opportunity

To the Rescue The Orr’s and Bailey Island Fire Department and Rescue is 
offering a new way for residents to volunteer for their life-saving efforts.  (OBIFD PHOTO)
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A one year subscription (12 issues) is only $30.00
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COASTAL BARGE
& MOORING, LLC

Boat Moorings,
Mushroom Anchors,

Diving Services

Annual Mooring Service

John Blood 207-841-1587
Richard Keen 207-837-7154

www.coastalbarge.com

 January Tides  POTTS HARBOR, SOUTH HARPSWELL

1444 Harpswell Neck Rd
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-504-6847
www.wildduckboatworks.com

Affordable Storage
Do-It-Yourself Options
General Maintenance

Winterize/Shrink Wrap
Consignment Sales
Pick-up & Delivery

Walk-ins 
Always

Welcomed!
725-4116

Located on Great Island next to Harpswell Auto Sales
Tue & Fri 9–5:30 • Wed 12–6* • Sat 9–1

*extended hours on Wednesdays!

 Lou Kimball 
Architect

  512.422.3329
www.loukimball.com

Maine Licensed Architect

Creative & energy effi cient 
residential architecture
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BY DAVE HACKETT

The following was written by Caskie 
Stinnet in 1977 and published in 
Down East magazine.

This day of hazy skies and dire pre-
dictions. I have just read the morn-
ing newspaper that The Maine 
Department of Environmental 
Protection is concerned about 
the pollution from 460,000 wood 
burning stoves in the state. “If ev-
erybody converts to wood burning 
with airtight,” a spokesman said 
“We could expect a substantial in-
crease in dust particles in the air 
from woodsmoke.” I would like to 
depose that I, for one, am not ter-
rible alarmed about pollution from 
wood smoke even if the Environ-
mental Protection people think I 
should be. I deal with an authority 
that possesses better connections 
all around than the DEP, and that is 
a force known as nature. Long be-
fore men inhabited this planet and 
set about to destroy it, there was 
woodsmoke. It came from forest 
fires touched off by lighting and by 
volcanic ash , and very likely some 
other other natural natural causers 
that I’m overlooking at the mo-
ment. All nature isn’t benign, but 
it’s a damned sight more benign 
than man.
 Moreover, there’s something 
very comforting about wood-

smoke in the air: it’s pleasing. I 
don’t feel that way about the blue 
haze that comes from diesel trucks 
or the choking exhausts of oil or 
gasoline combustion. But a little 
wood smoke, floating in the air at 
twilight, welcomes a man home 
from work and causes him to 
quicken his step in anticipation of 
cheerful blaze in the hearth. If too 
many sparks fly from the chimney 
I worry about them setting fire to 
the leaves, but I don’t about them 
choking me to death.
 That’s part of the story: the 
other part is that I don’t trust that 
figure of 460,000 wood burning 
stoves because I think I was one 
of the people polled in the survey 
and I took somewhat antic attitude 
toward the whole thing. I not only 
thoroughly dislike polls but I like 
even less the substitution of poll 
results for good judgment. I was 
coming out of a store at Cook’s 
Corner shopping mall last autumn 
when a lady forced a card into my 
hand and inquired if I recognized 
the names of any of the wood 
stoves printed there. She held a 
clipboard on the crook of her arm, 
she had the manner of a woman 
who worked the London Sunday 
Times crossword puzzle in ink. I 
held the card out at arm’s length to 
accommodate a minor visual flaw 
having nothing to do with age, and 
glanced at the names. “None of 

these names are familiar to me,” I 
said glancing up. “However, I don’t 
see anything about Kennedy or 
Carter. Don’t you want know  . . .?” 
 “Is there any one stove here that 
you would not like to use?” she 
asked, checking a form held on the 
clipboard.
 “No,” I said. “I’d try any of them, 
especially if you have in mind giv-
ing me one as a sort of sample. But 
if you want to know what kind of 
stove I think Carter or Kennedy . . .”
 “Have you ever used a wood-
stove in Maine?” she asked. 

 “No, but I use a fireplace all the 
time,” I replied dispiritedly. “Don’t 
you want to know about my 2.4 
children and my medium income 
of  . . . ?
 “Using Maine- grown wood?”
 I answered affirmatively. “I own 
1.8 automobiles,” I offered hopeful-
ly, “Which projected on a . . .”
 “Do you prefer a fireplace over a 
woodstove?”
 “Can you list me as undecided?” 
I asked, pleased at the chance to 
show that I knew my way around 
the categories. “And if the election 
were being held today, my vote 
would . . .”
 “One final question,” she said, 
her pen poised over the clipboard. 
 “For either fireplace or wood-
stove, which kind of wood do you 
prefer?”
 “That involves comparison,” I 
said, “and it needs clarification. Do 
you mean by geographic region? 
By marital status of the user? By 
the size of the household? By occu-
pational status? By socioeconomic 
group? By  sex? By age? By educa-
tion, aged ten and over? By home 
ownership? By urban or suburban 
. . .?”
 She took the card from my 
hand and walked away. “Wait a 
minute,” I said. “You didn’t men-
tion provisions for variable stabili-
ty and control characteristic. What 
about qualitative ratings? Concep-

tual measurements? It isn’t fair just 
to ask a few questions and walk 
off.”
 But she had already handed the 
card to another man.
 “Public opinion polls reach ev-
eryone in America from the farm-
er in his field right up to the Presi-
dent of the United States, Thomas 
E. Dewey,” humorist Goodman 
Ace once remarked. You remem-
ber Thomas E. Dewey. He defeat-
ed Truman in 1948. The polls say 
he did. ⚓

Harpswell Historical Society The Harpswell Historical Society is dedicated to the discovery, identification, collection, preservation, 

interpretation and dissemination of materials relating to the history of Harpswell and its people.

Hank Thorburn — Housewright Thorburn Lane, Harpswell
Heidi Thorburn Est. 1990 833-2803

www.thor-construction.com

Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Baths

Interior & Exterior trim
Structural Repair

Small Jobs Welcome

WINNERS 
Sports Grill & OTB

NoN-stop off-track actioN at the otB

for specials aNd other eveNts 
fiNd us oN faceBook! @winnerssportsgrillandotb

50 cent wing 

Wednesdays!

20 Farley Road, Brunswick (Across from Lowe’s)

  Full Menu & Bar; Daily Specials
check out our 

thirstY thursdaY
drink specials

open daily at 11am • 207-721-0576

Anchor 
Hats

available at the 
Harpswell Anchor

945 Harpswell Neck Rd

Limited
number

833-5100

$18. 00each hat
(shipping extra)

Out the Chimney
Smoke rises from the Historical So-
ciety Museum. (ROBERT ANDERSON PHOTO)

Where There’s Wood Smoke...

Mention this ad for 
50% o� 

All Anchor Publishing
Merchandise*

 Harpswell Road Map • � e Witch       
 of Harpswell • � e Bait Barrel 
 Kids • Chilly the Snow� ake• 

 Story of Orr’s Island • Beautiful
 Harpswell • Crossing the Road •

 Postcards of Yesteryear Book
  • Lobster Buoy Posters •

 

  * except hats and Meet Muireall book

945 Harpswell Neck Rd.
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January 5, 8-10:30AM
Pancake Breakfast and More! $8.00. 
Merriconeag Grange, 529 Harpswell 
Neck Rd., Harpswell. FMI please 
call Ann Anderson at 833-2320. 

January 5, 5-7PM
Braley Benefit Spaghetti Supper.  
Elijah Kellogg Church will be hold-
ing a benefit supper to support 
Chris, Ashley, Elijah and Clara with 
emergency medical needs and ex-
penses. Donations will be accepted 
at the door. FMI call Carrie at 729-
6267 or email her at cbubier@my-
fairpoint.net

January 7, 6:30-7:30PM
Sage Round Dance Open House. 
Looking for something new in the 
New Year? Always wanted to learn 

ballroom dancing? Join us to see if 
Round Dancing is for you. Wood-
side Elementary School, 42 Barrows 
Drive, Topsham. No prior experi-
ence necessary, dress is casual. FMI 
call Deb 798.3100, or visit http://
sage.squaredanceme. Open to the 
public. This event also occurs on 
1/14.

January 8, 6:30-8:30PM
Sage Square Dance Open House. 
Looking for something new in the 
New Year? Give Modern Square 
Dancing a try! It’s not only fun but 
fabulous exercise! Woodside Ele-
mentary School, 42 Barrows Drive, 
Topsham. No prior experience nec-
essary, dress is casual, bring friends 
and family. FMI call Deb 798.3100, 
or visit http://sage.squaredanceme. 

Open to the public. This event also 
occurs on 1/15.

January 8, NOON
Lunch with Friends, free and open 
to all Harpswell residents. Com-
munity event presented by Harp-
swell Aging at Home at the Bailey 
Island Union Church, 2141 Harp-
swell Islands Road, Bailey Island. 
To volunteer to cook a dish or help 
setup, call Surrey Hardcastle at 207-
833-0092 or surreysh@comcast.net. 
This event is ongoing on Tuesdays 
throughout January. 

January 10, NOON
Lunch with Friends, free and open 
to all Harpswell residents. Commu-
nity event presented by Harpswell 
Aging at Home at the Merriconeag 

Grange Hall, 529 Harpswell Neck 
Road, Harpswell. To volunteer to 
cook a dish or help setup, call Anne 
Taft at 207-725-5716 or dtaft48@
comcast.net.

January 12, 7:30PM
Concerts for a Cause presents Inan-
na, Sisters in Rhythm. Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, 1 Middle St.,Bruns-
wick. Tickets $12.00 in advance, 
$15.00 at the door, $8.00 students/
children. Tickets are available at the 
church office (729-8515), at Gulf of 
Maine Books or online at https://ian-
na.brownpapertickets.com.

January 21, NOON-5PM
Annual Harpswell Community 
Martin Luther King Day Blood 
Drive. Elijah Kellogg Church. Reg-

ister online at redcrossblood.org or 
call David at 607-3576 to register or 
for more information.

January 26, 10AM-12PM
Preschool Fair. Help get an idea of 
the preschool options available in 
the area. Many preschools will be 
in attendance. Topsham Public Li-
brary, 25 Foreside Rd, Topsham. 
Free and open to the public. Chil-
dren are welcome. FMI call the 
library at 725-1727 or www.top-
shamlibrary.org. 

Registration Deadlines 
for Harpswell Recreation 
Programs:
Sharks and Minnows Basketball 
Program: Jan 24
Basketball FUNdamentals: Jan 24

 Can’t see your driveway or road 
because of the amount of 

brush along the side? 
Heavy brush on your property? 
Equipped with mowers on our 

tractor, skid steer and excavator, 
we can handle it all

Give Chuck a call to clear 
the way when quality 

counts as much as price. 

CLPowersJR.com

C.L. Powers Jr Excavation

 

Like us on Facebook:

Support Local Business!PP..OO..  BBooxx  441100
BBaaiilleeyy  IIssllaanndd,,  MMaaiinnee  0044000033

220077--883333--55554466
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..llooggccaabbiinn--mmaaiinnee..ccoomm

LLOGOG CCABINABIN
An Island InnAn Island Inn

www.dolphinmarinaandrestaurant.com

       515 Basin Point Rd • Harpswell, Maine
Marine Service:833-5343 • Restaurant: 833-6000    

Happy New Year!

Calling all 
Harpswell youth! 

Help build 
this beautiful skiff!

Instructor: Ann Flannery—39 
years building, repairing wooden 
boats—plus her volunteer assistants.                    
anniefl ann@gmail.com or 207-751-9589. 

Who: Harpswell (primarily) youth age 
10-16.

Where: In my wood shop in Cundy’s 
Harbor.

When: Sundays 1–3 pm. Starts 
1/20/19.

Why: Learn skills, cooperation, 
self-confi dence…have fun! 

Required: Signed release form from 
parent or legal guardian.

Cost: $125 for approx.16 classes.

Upon completion skiff will be auctioned or sold 
to benefi t the Holbrook Community Foundation 
www.holbrookcommunityfoundation.org.

January 2019 Community Calendar

Where Will I Live? 
 Navigating the Journey – 
Your Aging Parents/Aging 
Self Seminar Series
Thursday, Jan. 10, 12-1:30 pm 
 (rescheduled from Dec).
People Plus, 35 Union Street, 
 Brunswick
People Plus and Mid Coast-
Parkview Health continue their se-
ries focusing on resources to help 
with your aging parents and your 
aging self. Hear about housing in 
this installment with a presentation 
by Carrie Pelletier, R.N., Program 
Manager of Marketing & Admis-
sions, Mid Coast Senior Health 
Center. Bring your lunch, we will 
provide dessert.
 Dealing with the challenges pre-
sented as we age can be both tricky 

and frustrating. If we are lucky 
enough to still have parents by the 
time we hit our 50s, then helping 
them navigate the journey of ag-
ing can be an additional challenge. 
Where will they live? How do you 
have the talk about giving up the car 
keys? What are the legal issues that 
arise? We find these questions are 
just the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to dealing with aging parents.
 Free, open to the public. Call 
729-0757 to register.  Join us at Peo-
ple Plus, 35 Union Street, Bruns-
wick, as we provide critical and 
helpful information, as we all take 
this journey together.
 People Plus is the Brunswick 
Area Senior Community Center 
and supports an engaged, healthy, 
and independent life for older 

adults, while joining others to build 
community for all ages. Dedicated 
to intergenerational community 
participation and support, we offer 
numerous choices for fitness and 
wellness services, recreation and 
learning opportunities, education 
and outreach and are home to the 
Brunswick Area Teen Center Pro-
gram.
 To learn more, contact Jill Ellis, 
Program Coordinator, People Plus, 
729-0757 x 102, visit our website at 
peopleplusmaine.org or find us on 
Facebook!

Calling all Harpswell 
Youth!
Help build a beautiful skiff from 
start all the way to launching. We 
will meet every Sunday, starting Jan. 

20, from 1-3 pm in my wood shop in 
Cundy’s Harbor.
 The “Off Center Skiff” was de-
signed by Havilah Hawkins from 
Center Harbor, Maine. If you go to 
offcenterharbor.com and search for 
“Virtues of the Flatbottom Skiff”, 
you can listen to Havilah and see the 
skiff that we’ll build. We’ll use woods 
native to Maine, hand tools and a few 
small hand-held power tools.
 Upon completion of construc-
tion, and some time testing and 
playing with our creation, we will 
auction off or sell the boat. The 
funds will go to support the Hol-
brook Community Foundation. 
Visit holbrookcommunityfounda-
tion.org to learn more.
 Each student must be between 10 
and 16 years old, and sign a consent 

form releasing me, Ann Flannery, 
from liability.
 The cost is $125 for approxi-
mately 16 classes.
 I look forward to sharing a won-
derful experience of building skills 
in woodworking, cooperation and 
self-confidence. Contact me at 751-9589 
or annieflann@gmail.com to register.
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Home Renovating/Restoration
Interior/Exterior Painting

Weekly/Bi-weekly House Checks
Window & Door Installation

Roofing & Siding
Home Maintenance
New Construction

Richard Perry • 207.604.2239

BY LINDA WILKINS

Did you know that invasive plants 
aren’t just a problem in Harpswell, 
or even in Maine? All over the 
world gardeners, foresters, farmers 
and birders are battling invaders 
that prevent native plants from 
thriving.   And sometimes our fa-
vorites are someone else’s unruly 
visitors. 
 Here’s just one example. While 
we worry about the decrease in 
our common milkweed (Asclepias 
syriaca) and its connection to the 
loss of monarch butterflies, coun-
tries that have been invaded by this 
plant see it differently.  Milkweeds 
have toxins to which monarchs and 
other U.S. insects have adapted and 
depend on as defense against pred-
ators.  But in countries where milk-
weed is invasive, insects can’t keep 
it in check, and the plants are toxic 
to their sheep, cattle, and poul-
try.  They’re unwanted invasives 
that are tough to pull, grub, dig and 
eliminate.  
 Each country wants to en-
courage their native plants that 
provide optimal food sources for 
their native insects, birds, and de-
pendent wildlife. In Harpswell, we 
can address this global issue with 
local action by stopping plants 
such as Garlic mustard and black 
Swallow-wort, which chemically 

change the soil, making it poison-
ous to other plants.    
 Here’s what you can do to 
help:  Winter is a great time to plan 
three major opportunities to tackle 
your invasives and get the best pay-
off for your efforts.  So grab your 

2019 calendar and mark these key 
dates.
 In May, when you’re most en-
thused about getting out to garden, 
the first flush of invasive plants are 
evident:  new leaves of Bush hon-
eysuckle, chartreuse buds of Bit-

tersweet, bristly stems of Canada 
thistle, and arching prickly branches 
of Rosa multiflora, Garlic mustard, 
Knotweed and Barberry. Extending 
their own growing seasons, these 
invasives emerge before most native 
plants leaf out.  Take a walk in the 
yard with a few garden tools.  While 
the soil is still soft, pull, grub, or dig 
as many of these invasives as you see.  
 Then mark your calendar again 
for July, when the next flush of inva-
sives shows up:  black Swallow-wort, 
purple Loosestrife, pink Himalayan 
jewelweed, and Knapweed are flow-
ering and ready to go to seed when 
you’re not looking.  Get them soon, 
before the thousands of seeds spread.  
Remove black Swallow-wort vines 
before the pods form.  Dig a wide 
berth around the crowns of Knap-
weed.  And dig out the whole bull 
thistle plant, even if you love the 
beautiful globe-shaped flower heads.  
 And finally, from the end of Au-
gust until frost, control the hard-
wood bushes, vines and Knotweed 

with herbicide, if allowed, and if you 
use herbicides.  This is the season 
when herbicides are most effective 
because the plants’ efforts to resist 
are weak.  The most common in-
vasive plants to look for in this late 
season are Autumn olive, Barberry, 
Knotweed, Multiflora rose, Norway 
maple, Bittersweet, Burning bush 
and Shrub honeysuckle.
 For help, go to www.hhltmaine.
org/hipp/, the website of HIPP, the 
Harpswell Invasive Plant Partner-
ship, your local source for informa-
tion on how to combat invasives.  
Follow the website instructions 
carefully because each plant has its 
own best practices.
 Just as foreign countries are bat-
tling invasives from the US, we, too, 
should battle to sustain our coun-
try’s biodiversity.  Your work will 
encourage others to do the same 
on their property.  And the ripple 
effect will continue to spread and 
benefit Harpswell for generations 
to come. ⚓

Make Your Invasive-Attack Plan Now for 2019

Shorn Harpswell Invasive Plant Partnership works diligently to rid Mitchell Field 
of invasive plants.  (ROBERT ADNERSON PHOTO)

Interested in area events?
Visit www.harpswellanchor.com Calendar

You’ll find a variety of events from around the region

Cumberland County 
 Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) 
Tip Line can be called 
24/7 to report tips: 

207-774-1444  
ext. 2208. 

So many great classes!
Yoga • Pilates • Pound 
Spinning • Aerobics 
SilverSneakers® 
Barre • Toning 
Zumba 

Get Ready for Change in 
2019!

Two Months of 
Fitness, only $72.

    Don’t wait! 
   Get fit, 
feel great!

120 Harpswell Road, Brunswick
207.729.8433 • mainepines.com

RACQUET  &  F ITNESS
M A IN E  P I N E S

State Rep. Joyce “Jay” Mc-
Creight, D-Harpswell, was 
selected to participate in the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures 2019 Opioid Policy 
Fellows Program.
 “I am honored to have been 
chosen as a National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures Opi-

oid Policy Fellow for 2019,” said 
McCreight. “This is an incred-
ible opportunity to join with 
other legislators from across 
the country for in-depth educa-
tion and support in the areas of 
opioid use disorder and opioid 
overdose.”
 The Opioid Policy Fellows 

Program is focused on health 
policies and programs being 
considered by state legislatures 
across the country to address 
the drug crisis. The program is 
supported by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.
 “As House chair of the Task 
Force to Address the Opioid 
Crisis in the State, I am proud 
that we were able to work by 
consensus to create sound poli-
cy initiatives in the areas of pre-
vention, treatment and law en-

forcement,” said McCreight. “I 
expect this program will serve 
as a resource to build upon that 
work and to share with other 
states the policies that are work-
ing here in Maine.” 
 McCreight is one of only 22 
state legislators in the country 
selected to participate in the 
program.
 McCreight, who represents 
Harpswell, West Bath and part 
of Brunswick, was sworn in 
for her third term in the Maine 
House on Dec. 5. ⚓

Solve rusty, brown water with
your phone. Call Culligan.

Rust stains can be caused by excessive
iron in your home’s water. Culligan®

water treatment equipment will cut
cleaning costs as your sink goes from
stains to clear drains. So spend less time
cleaning and more time doing the things
that matter most to you.

Water Treatment Equipment Inc
915 US Route 1

Yarmouth, Maine 04096 
(207) 846-5061

www.WTE-Inc.com

Rep. McCreight Selected for National Policy Program
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BY COURTENAY MEADE 
SNELLINGS

A person comes home after a stay in 
the hospital.  Still feeling weak and 
tired, shopping for food and pre-
paring a meal seem like impossible 
tasks.  How much easier it is to have a 
bowl of cereal!  Another person lives 
alone.  It seems pointless to cook for 
one person, so why bother?  A peanut 
butter sandwich seems sufficient.  A 
third person simply can’t get around 
well any longer and rarely leaves the 
house.  Walking around the grocery 
store is out of the question.
 What do these three people have 
in common?  They could all benefit 
from a new year-round program 
for seniors run by Harpswell Aging 

at Home (HAH): Meals in a Pinch 
(MIP), which provides emergency 
and occasional meals.  This program 
is not dependent on financial need 
and was inspired after Lunch with 
Friends was instituted, when it was 
discovered that many attendees of 
this free, community-building lunch 
were interested in taking home extra 
food for themselves or a neighbor.
 People who are in need of emer-
gency or occasional meals may 
contact Julie Moulton at (207) 330-
5416, or email her at juliemoul-
ton28@gmail.com.  The service is 
confidential.  The purpose of MIP is 
not to replace Meals on Wheels; the 
goal is to “fill a gap,” rather than to 
provide a daily service.  If a request is 
more than MIP can accommodate, 

the coordinator will suggest other 
programs in the area.
 MIP taps a group of enthusiastic 
cooks in the community who plan 
the meals and often join together to 
make them.  The sense of camarade-
rie is strong; one cook commented, 
“We came in as strangers and left 
as friends.”  All meals require no 
additional cooking; depending on 

the timing of the need, they may be 
fresh or frozen.  A special, designat-
ed freezer in the Town Offices stores 
these prepared meals, which can be 
delivered or picked up, and attempts 
will be made to honor individual 
dietary restrictions and food likes/
dislikes.
 People who would enjoy cooking 
for MIP are encouraged to contact 
Julie Moulton (see contact informa-
tion above).  Once a month, begin-
ning in January, she will be assem-
bling a group of cooks to prepare the 
meals; people who don’t want to be 
in charge of recipes but are happy to 
chop or stir are also welcome.  
 Meals in a Pinch is another ex-
ample of “neighbors helping neigh-
bors.”  As one grateful recipient put 
it, “How wonderful to sit down last 
night and enjoy a meal delivered to 
my door.  I am still recuperating, 
and having a few meals that I can de-
pend on is so helpful.  Your kindness 
makes such a difference in people’s 
lives.”  
 Harpswell Aging at Home is a 
community organization helping 
older adults address the challenges 
of aging at home. ⚓

Need an Emergency Meal?

Th e Law Won 
 I was a vocal opponent of the petition this spring to “revote” an article passed by the legislative 
body of the Town of Harpswell. I had no bias to save nor remove the water tower, I was agnostic on the 
issue. I am neither an attorney nor am I a recovering one. I did have a strong desire to see a legitimate vote 
of the legislative body upheld. I did argue against many of the methods used by the parties supporting 
the petition and Friends of Mitchell group, some based on fear (i.e. “only last best chance” for improved 
cell coverage), some based on inuendo of malefi cence by Town staff  and offi  cial(s) and others based on 
misinformation and untruths – but never against the right to petition, nor their position on the tower. 
 
 My position was simple, a petition whose sole intent is to reverse a legitimate vote of 
Town Meeting is AGAINST THE LAW. Had the Board of Selectman accepted it they would 
not have been doing the job they were elected to do. If the position of the petitioners were cor-
rect, then ANY and ALL future Articles passed at Town Meeting, from salary spending, to TV 
Station funding, to anything and everything, that had a group with the motivation to success-
fully petition, could have that vote voided. It simply is not right, nor legal. To borrow a de-
scription used by others, that truly would make for a “wild, wild, west” form of government. 
 
 Th e Friends of Mitchell Field took the action to fi le suit. Watch the trial video, read 
the task force minutes and watch video of various public meetings on the subject. An informed, 
fair minded person would see the argument made by the petitioners’ attorney lacked basis in 
fact and application to the law and weighed on personal attack – a classic “lacking a case, throw 
mud strategy”. Justice Norton’s fi ndings were clear, concise and unambiguous. Chief Justice Sauf-
ley of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court was also clear in her rejection of the Friends’ temporary 
restraining order as “failing to demonstrate a likelihood of success on the merits” of their ap-
peal particularly given the fi ndings of Judge Norton. Filing suit with, no basis in fact or the law, 
is what caused the town to waste $60,000. In the end the proper branch of government made 
the decision and upheld the law, sadly at a signifi cant cost to Harpswell in dollars and rancor. 
 
 Some claim their “fi rst amendment rights” have been trodden upon by the process. In my 
opinion this claim is simply a “badge of courage” they voice to cloak their dissatisfaction with result 
of the vote and resulting rebuke by the court. Look at the process. A Select Board member led the for-
mation of FMF (see WTTF Minutes of 9-12-17), Every Select Board member had the right to request 
a Board vote of support for any article, EVERY Select Board member had the right to request a vote 
on a warrant item to be via secret ballot, EVERY citizen had the right to attend the public meeting on 
warrant items, EVERY citizen had the right to attend Town Meeting, EVERY citizen had the right to 
speak in support of or against every article, EVERY citizen had the right to cast a vote on every article, 
EVERY citizen had a right to petition , EVERY citizen had a right to sign a petition, EVERY citizen 
had the right to attend any/all of the Town’s various committee meeting(s), EVERY Citizen had a right 
to express themselves at public comment at Select Board meetings, EVERY citizen has a right to claim 
their rights have been infringed upon...and on, and on..... but NO individual citizen nor group of citi-
zens has a right to overturn a legitimate vote of the legislative body simply because they don’t like the 
answer. No one’s fi rst amendment rights were impaired, the rule of law was upheld, simple, end of story. 

Paid for by Gary Vincent

Representing Harpswell Services, 
Eateries, Accomodations, Real Estate, 
Community Resources, Arts, Crafts & 
Gifts, Boating, General Stores, Local 

Foods, Lobster Pounds and more! 

www.harpswellmaine.org 
business directory, information, community 

events, and much more! 

2018 
and 

Discover 
Directory available 

Harpswell 
now! 
Map 

l!J� •. :

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
We Are Now Welcoming 

New Members!
Join Now to Receive the Following Benefi ts:

 *  Co-op advertising *  Website listing *
* Facebook contact * Leadership opportunities *  

* Membership meetings (Jan., Mar., May, Nov. & Dec.) * 

To join for 2019, please contact Dick Moseley at 
(207) 833-2399

www.harpswellmaine.org

Place Your Ad Here
Reach thousands of new customers 

through direct mail to over 3,000 homes
for only $80 per month.

For more rates or to place an ad, call the Anchor offi  ce @ 833-5100

Bon Apetit Tuckie Westfall, Ellen Shillinglaw and Sally Hammond 
preparing meals.  (HAH PHOTO)
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BY K ELLI PA R K

Harpswell Business Association 
is a member-based nonprofit 
organization dedicated to pro-
moting year-round economic 
development in all parts of Harp-
swell. The organization, which 
promotes Harpswell-based and 
Harpswell-owned businesses and 
organizations, eagerly welcomes 
new members and volunteers this 
upcoming year. Harpswell Busi-
ness Association seeks opportu-
nities to partner with individu-
als, businesses, and community 
organizations to collaborate and 
further cultural and economic de-
velopment in Harpswell. 

 “There’s a strong entrepre-
neurial spirit among business 
owners in Harpswell. They’re 
loyal and creative and they work 
hard year-round...The Harpswell 
Business Association brings to-
gether creativity and creates a fo-
rum for discussion on how we can 
better our community and grow 
economically,” explains Stephanie 
Petkers, Chair of the Marketing 
Committee and local business 
owner. 
 Harpswell Business Associa-
tion is composed of local business 
owners living and doing business 
in and around Harpswell. The 
organization is run by members 
who volunteer their time and re-

sources to develop strategies for 
business planning, support, pro-
motion and development, while 
strengthening the community 
economically, socially, and cul-
turally. The association is unique 
in that it represents the interests 
of Harpswell in its entirety and is 
not specific to any geographic area 
within the town. Creating a sense 
of community by promoting local 
business and services is crucial to 
the longevity and growth of the 
economy. 
 Although the majority of eco-
nomic activity occurs in Harpswell 
during the tourist season, Harp-
swell Business Association focuses 
on the importance of creating a 

sustainable, year-round economy 
for the entire population. The as-
sociation represents the interests 
of more than one hundred local 
businesses and non-profit orga-
nizations and strives to boost the 
local economy with advertising 
and marketing efforts, the costs of 
which are offset by membership 
dues and a contribution from the 
Town of Harpswell. The Harpswell 
Business Association Communi-
ty Directory and the Harpswell 
Map and Guide, which include 
information on businesses and 
year-round events, are available at 
a number of locations, including 
the Town Office and the Bruns-
wick Train Station Info Center. 
The organization also maintains 
a web presence, including social 
media and a website, and adver-
tises in local and regional publica-
tions, including Maine Invites You 
and Down East. The association 
is exploring additional avenues 
for advertising in the future and 
hopes to increase awareness of 
Harpswell. 
 According to reports from 
Maine Tourism Association and 
local business owners, 2018 saw 
an increase in visitors. Several 
Harpswell business owners who 
are involved with vacation rentals 
and experience-based tourism, in-
cluding charter trips and cruises, 
were pleased with the increased 
level of economic activity this past 
summer. One of the association’s 
goals for the future is to partner 
with tourism organizations and 
neighboring towns to encour-
age visitors to experience all that 
Harpswell has to offer. The or-
ganization hopes to encourage 
participation from new business 
owners and existing members 
with new ideas; they also look for-
ward to working with more local 
and regional organizations in the 
future to develop strategies for 
boosting the local economy while 
increasing opportunities for col-
laboration. 
 For more information on how 
to participate, please visit the 
Harpswell Business Association 
website at www.harpswellmaine.
org. New members are welcome 
at anytime throughout the year 
and are encouraged to participate, 
whether it’s on an individual, or-
ganization, or business level. HBA 
looks forward to continued par-
ticipation in and support of all lo-
cal initiatives that directly benefit 
the Harpswell community. ⚓

Our family  
caring for  
yours!

Our family of caregivers becomes an extension of yours. 
We offer peace of mind for you and your loved one by providing personalized, 
compassionate, physician-directed care in a residential setting. 

Rehabilitation at Bodwell 
Assisted Living at Thornton Hall 
Memory Care at The Garden 
Long-Term Nursing at Mere Point

(207) 373-3646 
58 Baribeau Drive, Brunswick, Maine 04011 
www.midcoastseniorhealth.com  

 

Harpswell Business Association Looks to the Future
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COU RTESY OF A A R P

Here are some basics to keep you 
safe when the roads aren’t.

Check
Batteries weaken in cold. After 
three winters, yours might need 
replacing. Turn on the headlights, 
then start the engine. If the lights 
brighten when the engine is run-
ning, your battery’s weak. Make 
sure windshield washer fluid and 
engine antifreeze levels are full.

Be ready
Winter gear should include bat-
tery jumper cables, snow brush/ice 
scraper, cat litter or sand to put un-
der slipping wheels if you’re stuck, 
small shovel, flashlight and batter-
ies, phone charger, drinking water 
and snacks. Consider taking a con-
tainer for bathroom use in case you 
get stuck inside the car. Keep plenty 
of fuel in the tank in case you must 
run the engine to stay warm during 
delays. All-season tires will handle 
light snow. For heavier snow, use 
snow tires or tire chains.

See
Clean the inside and outside of 
the windshield and rear window. 

Defrost and deice the windshield 
before you drive instead of hoping 
the defroster will handle it as you 
drive. Wipe snow and slush off 
your headlights.

Be seen
Keep your brake lights and turn 
signals as snow-free as possible. 
Use your headlights in daytime to 
make your vehicle stand out from 
the drab winter background. Have 
reflective triangles and/or a reflec-
tive vest to wear if you get stuck 
and need to exit the car for help.

Go gently
Trying to start too quickly, even 
with all-wheel drive or traction 
control, can leave you stuck in 
place. Abruptly changing speeds 
— up or down — can cause the 
tires to slip and spin.

Stop properly
Your car or truck probably has an-
tilock brakes (ABS). They keep the 
wheels from skidding under hard 
braking. That lets you keep steer-
ing while stopping. If you were 
taught to pump the brakes, forget 
that with ABS. Safety folks preach, 
“Stomp, stay, steer.” Stomp, hard, 
on the brake pedal. Stay on the 

pedal, hard, despite vibrations or 
kickback. Steer around the danger 
instead of crashing into it. Not in-
tuitive, perhaps, so practice at low 
speeds in an empty parking lot or 
on a long driveway.

Avoid skid row
If the back end of the car or truck 
begins to slide sideways on a slip-
pery surface, turn the steering 
wheel the same direction as the 
back end is moving. If it’s dancing 
out to the left, turn the wheel to 
the left; if right, turn right. Oth-
erwise you’ll turn the skid into a 
spin. Antiskid control, common 
on most cars, helps, but it can’t 
prevent all slick-road skids.

Pack heat
Blankets or small candles in 
containers can warm the inside 
of the car if you’re stranded. If 
you use candles, open a window 
slightly because candles consume 
oxygen and emit poisonous car-
bon dioxide. If you keep the en-
gine running to stay warm, also 
open a couple of windows a bit 
for fresh air in case there’s an ex-
haust-system leak — also poison 
— that could seep into the car’s 
interior.

Beautiful 
Harpswell:

The Neck and its 
45 Jewels
A faithful 

reproduction of 
the history of early 

Harpswell
$9.00

Copies available at the 
Anchor office: 

945 Harpswell Neck Rd
207-833-5100

Local Advertising 
Works 

Place your ad 
here.

Harpswell 
Anchor

Direct-mailed to over 
3000 homes.

207.729.6544

How to Drive Safely On Winter Roads January National Days
a sampling courtesy of Nationaldaycalendar.com 

 1. National Hangover Day
 2. National Science Fiction Day
 3. National Fruitcake Toss Day
 4. National Trivia Day
 5. National Bird Day
 6. National Shortbread Day
 7. National Thank God it’s Monday Day
 8. National Bubble Bath Day
 9. National Static Electricity Day
 10. National Bittersweet Chocolate Day
 11. National Step in the Puddle and Splash Your Friends Day
 12. National Marzipan Day
 13. National Rubber Ducky Day
 14. National Dress Up Your Pet Day 
 15. National Strawberry Ice Cream Day
 16. National Fig Newton Day
 17. National Bootlegger’s Day
 18. National Thesaurus Day
 19. National Popcorn Day
 20. National Cheese Lover’s Day
 21. Squirrel Appreciation Day
 22. National Blonde Brownie Day
 23. National Pie Day
 24. National Compliment Day 
 25. National Irish Coffee Day
 26. National Seed Swap Day
 27. National Chocolate Cake Day
 28. National Blueberry Pancake Day, Have Fun at Work Day and 

Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day
 29. National Plan for a Vacation Day
 30. National Croissant Day
 31. National Inspire Your Heart with Art Day
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Winter is the best 
time for browntail 
moth control.

•  Clip as many nests as 
possible and drop them 
in soapy water.

•  Double bag the nests 
and dispose in the 
trash.

•  Call an arborist to 
remove out-of-reach 
nests.

Did you know
An advertisement 

this size will be read 
by thousands of 

Harpswell Anchor 
readers throughout 
the Midcoast region 
and costs only $60?

Call today for more rates 
or to place an ad:

833-5100

Have you ever stopped to wonder 
what impact your travels have on 
the environment? Billions of peo-
ple trek the globe daily by planes, 
trains and automobiles, and it cre-
ates a ton of waste as well as car-
bon emissions.
 But traveling can be sustainable 
when it’s done correctly. In fact, ec-
otourism has become a booming 
industry focused on minimizing 
the negative environmental im-
pacts of travel and respecting our 
world as well as all the people and 
critters in it. While booking a trip 
to help restore part of the rainforest 
may not be everyone’s cup of tea, 
all travelers can take simple steps to 
make their trips more green.
 Here are some simple tips that 
can help make your journey more 
eco-friendly —whether or not 
you’ve already planned your va-
cation.

Preparation While 
 Packing
Traveling the eco-friendly way 
takes a bit of planning. While 
there’s little that can be done 
about emissions from airplanes, 
you can choose greener alterna-
tives for almost every other slot on 
your itinerary.
 Start with the hotel you book. 
Unfortunately, some hotels seek-

ing to cash in on the eco-friend-
ly trend use the word “green” in 
name only. Call ahead and inquire 
about the hotel’s practices. At 
booking, ask if the hotel has re-
cycling bins. Sadly, many do not. 
Does the establishment encourage 
guests to reuse towels to save on 
water waste? What measures do 
they take to conserve electricity?
 This strategy doesn’t necessarily 
mean staying in a yurt. Green prac-
tices can take the form of some-
thing as simple as a gentle remind-
er on the interior of room doors 
for guests to turn off lights and 
televisions prior to heading out.
 Pack with sustainability in 
mind too. Take along a reusable 
cloth laundry bag versus opting 
for the plastic one many hotels 
provide. And don’t forget the 
water bottle! Packing a reusable 
container can prevent you from 
using the plastic bottles in the 
hotel fridge. Have cloth bags that 
you tote to the grocery store? Take 
a few along to use when souvenir 
shopping so that you don’t have to 
speak the local language to decline 
a plastic sack.

At Your Destination 
Once you arrive, it’s time to get 
out and see the sights! Be selec-
tive with which activities you opt 

into. Some, such as off-road ATV 
driving, damage the environment 
greatly. Try to steer clear of ac-
tivities that leave environmental 
scars. Look for travel and activi-
ty planning companies that give 
back to the area they serve. Some 
travel planning businesses make 
considerable donations to con-
servation efforts in the areas they 
serve, and such companies make 
giving back as simple as booking 
through their services.
 No one says to shun that fan-
cy restaurant you simply must 
try, but try to have the majority 
of your meals at locally owned 
restaurants versus chains. Strive to 
avoid food waste by ordering only 
what you know you can eat. Order 
an appetizer as an entree, or order 
off the kiddie menu if it’s allowed 
at restaurants known for gargan-
tuan portions.
 Instead of renting a car, utilize 
public transport to cut emissions. 
Many popular tourist destina-
tions have excellent public transit 
systems. While it’s tempting, try 
to resist the urge to take home 
those mini bottles of shampoo 
and other products the hotels pro-
vide. That way, you can cut plastic 
waste. If space permits, bring your 
own toiletries from home.
 Don’t overlook the value of ex-

ploring your destination by foot 
either. Walking releases no car-
bon emissions at all and permits 
you to truly explore the sights in 
detail. In addition, you’ll burn off 
that big dinner you had the night 
before! However, remember to 
tread lightly in nature areas. Stay 
on maintained and marked trails 
to avoid trampling native vegeta-
tion. You’ll protect the area’s flora 
this way and avoid getting lost as 
an added perk.

Going the Extra Mile 
Sustainability involves giving back 
as much as you spend. Sometimes, 
it may take the form of volunteer-
ing to restore a local nature area 
or educating locals about sustain-
able practices. Other times, giving 
back may be as easy as reaching 
for your credit card. Calculate the 
carbon footprint of your travel, 
and donate an amount up to or 
equal to the amount of your trip 
to a group dedicated to protecting 
the environment if you can afford 
to do so.
 Nobody wants to give up trav-
el, and indeed, doing so would 
result in lost opportunities to ex-
plore our magnificent world and 
interact with different cultures. By 
planning ahead and choosing sus-
tainable options when possible, 

you can still roam if you want to 
while protecting the one planet we 
all have to share.

EmilyFolk is the editor of Conser-
vation Folks. She writes on topics 
of sustainability, conservation and 
green technology.

Eco-Friendly Trips: Seeing the World Without Trashing It

Take Time
The voting is over
The tower is gone, 
A new year is here
Let’s try to move on.

We know as we wander
Down the road of life,
Some days will bring trouble
Some days will bring strife.

There will be days for fun
and days for laughter.
Many days to work
For the goals we are after.

So, this is my advice
To you today. Stop!
And take time to smell
the roses along the way.

Carol Bibber
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what they have available.”  
 The hallmark of the HCA 
educational philosophy is proj-
ect-based learning, and this elec-
tive fits right in with that idea. The 
school describes the philosophy 
on their website as “a teaching 
method in which students gain 
knowledge and skills by working 
for an extended period of time 
to investigate and respond to an 
authentic, engaging and complex 
question, problem, or challenge.” 
Making something with their 
own hands, with traditional tools, 
teaches the kids a lot more than 
if they were to read about Native 
Americans in a book.  
 HCA also uses standards-based 
education, which edglossary.org 
defines as an approach “using 
state learning standards to de-
termine academic expectations 
and define ‘proficiency’ in a given 
course, subject area, or grade lev-
el.” The students participating in 
the “Making Moccasins” elective 
gain standards in both art and his-
tory, underscoring the multidisci-
plinary nature of the project.  
 Teacher Amy Goodwin says 
that HCA is committed to the 
“education of place,” where the 
students learn about local histo-
ry. “We’re located in Harpswell, 
so we want them to know about 
Harpswell,” she says. “We have a 
tremendous resource in Dave and 
the Historical Society.” Indeed, 
Dave is a passionate believer in 
the importance of the past, and 
he is certainly a fount of knowl-
edge about it. But he also wants 
young people to know about 

creating things themselves. “The 
environment where they learn, it 
has to have atmosphere, it has to 
tug at you,” he says, waving one 
arm around the workshop and its 
tables filled with a seeming mish-
mash of objects: a pewter candle 
mold, a set of froe clubs for split-
ting wood into house shingles, a 
variety of iron tools. “This place is 
messy – it’s supposed to be messy! 
This is where we create! The kids, 
they love to touch things, and 

here, they can.”  
 Dave is true to his convictions. 
This morning a seventh grade 
girl announces that the awl is not 
sharp enough to pierce her leather 
piece. “I think I need a sword!” she 
says, joking.  
 “You want a sword?” Dave re-
sponds without a moment’s hesi-
tation. “You got a sword!”
 Chuckling, he leaves the room 
to the surprised looks of the chil-
dren. He returns with a four foot 

sword from the collections down-
stairs, and the students literally 
jump up and down with excite-
ment.  He unsheathes the antique 
sword, which he tells them came 
from the Masons, and lets them 
touch the edges – of course, urging 
caution at the same time.  “Do you 
think this would work?” he asks, a 
twinkle in his eye. “Noooo!” came 
the unison response. “Too big!”  
 One girl, who admits herself 
that she was initially doubtful 
about the elective, is clearly be-
coming more interested as time 
goes on. When all of the students 
have finished the front part of 
their moccasins and Dave in-
structs them to put them on in 
order to measure for the next step, 
this girl pipes up: “These are so 
comfy! Can I take them home to-
day?”  
 That’s what often happens in 
workshops like this, Dave says. 
“They are so used to sitting in 
front of computers. They aren’t 
required to actually do anything 
with their hands. Sometimes it’s 
scary.  But that girl?  Once she saw 
she could do it, I’ve seen her come 

out of her shell. She interacts more 
with her classmates.”
 The partnership between HCA 
and the Historical Society is a work 
in progress. It started last spring 
when Dave led an elective on 
making three-legged stools. Amy 
Goodwin says that they hope to 
do a similar workshop -- focusing 
on different crafts -- every semes-
ter going forward.  Dave hopes 
that other people will get involved, 
and that other schools will want 
to participate. “The future of or-
ganizations like this one is with 
the younger generation,” Dave 
says. “Harpswell has a long and in-
teresting history. We need to make 
sure that the lessons of the past ar-
en’t lost.”  
 He is clearly in his element as 
he works with these young peo-
ple. His interest in the projects is 
contagious, and the students ob-
viously like him. He is right there 
with them, kneeling, sitting on 
the floor, easily moving from one 
child to the next.  
 “Are you enjoying this?” he asks 
one of the boys in the class. “Oh 
yes”, the boy replies, with enthusi-
asm. “You get to bring something 
home that took such a long time 
to make, you get to understand 
how life was for the Native Ameri-
cans, and it’s a lot of fun.” ⚓
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Thanks for the Moccasins
BY M A DELY N W ILLIA MS 
Harpswell Coastal Academy 
student

Once a week over the past six 
weeks, a group of kids from 
Harpswell Coastal Academy 
has gone to the Harpswell 
Historical Society. In those 
six weeks, we have worked on 
making moccasins. Dave Hack-
ett has been so kind and easy to 
work with. He has taught us 
not only how to make mocca-
sins but also what tools to use 
and how to use them. We did it 
all together. Dave Hackett even 
told us about rocks, shells and 
a lot of the things in his work-
shop! The first thing we did was trace one of our feet on paper. 
We then traced the paper on the leather. After we ALL did that we 
cut out the leather. It was really nice seeing seeing all the different 
types of leather ! We then marked and poked holes in the very 
front of the shoe. Then we moved to the back of the shoe, where 
we poked holes again and laced them up. I am very thankful that 
Dave Hackett opened up his workshop to our school! It has been 
more than fun putting together our own shoes! I thought that we 
were just going to make moccasins and be done. Little did I know 
that we were going to learn everything about the tools we used. 
 I can’t wait to see what else Dave Hackett has in store for us!

Madelyn Williams. (AMELIA HOAG 

PHOTO)

Handy Work Dave Hackett shows Gracey Leeman how to lace up the sole 
of her hand-made moccasins.  (AMELIA HOAG PHOTO)
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having it on hand.
 “We used to advise people to be 
prepared to be self-sufficient for three 
days. Now we recommend having 
provisions for a week,” Howe says.
 Emily Kaster, deputy director 
of the Cumberland County Emer-
gency Management Agency, con-
curs, emphasizing the importance 
of having conversations about per-
sonal preparedness within com-
munities. 
 There are two types of shelter 
facilities that Howe names. The 
first, a warming and charging fa-
cility, is easier to put together and 
staff. During prolonged power out-
ages, the Harpswell Town Office 
provides space for residents to stay 
warm and recharge batteries and 
electronics during business hours.
 According to Kaster, warming 
and charging stations are especially 
popular in Maine. “Mainers are re-
silient and we find that they don’t 
always want to move to an over-
night shelter, but that they do want 
places to connect with others, find 
out important information and re-
charge batteries, “ she says.
 The second type of shelter, an 

overnight facility, requires what 
Howe terms “a quantum leap in 
sophistication.” 
 “Having a generator at an over-
night facility is critical,” he says, 
noting that the schools in Harp-
swell are not equipped with them 
and can’t serve as overnight shel-
ters.
 “Overnight shelters need to ac-
commodate families. They need to 
be handicapped accessible. They 
usually serve food: sometimes, 
cold food like sandwiches, some-
times hot food. Some of them 
have shower facilities,” Howe ex-
plains.
 In the case of a prolonged pow-
er outage or other emergency, the 
two nearest overnight shelters are 
usually at Mt. Ararat High School 
in Topsham and Brunswick High 
School. The Topsham shelter is op-
erated by the American Red Cross, 
a nationwide leader in disaster re-
lief. 
 The Brunswick High School 
shelter is what Kaster terms a “pre-
planned regional shelter, run by 
Cumberland County Emergency 
Management Services in partner-
ship with the Red Cross. 
 “At the county level, there are 
12 preplanned regional locations,” 
Kaster says. “We’ve done disaster 
simulation training and have the 

shelter layout planned ahead of 
time along with the registration 
procedures.” Which overnight 
shelter locations are providing ser-
vices depends upon the nature and 
location of the emergency and the 
number of people affected.

Places for Pets
All of Cumberland County’s coun-
ty-run shelters, unlike most other 
shelters, are pet friendly. For health 
and safety reasons, most local 
warming stations and American 
Red Cross shelters maintain a no 
pet policy. They recommend that 
pet owners either have a pet emer-
gency plan of their own or seek 
help from shelter volunteers, who 
may be able to direct them to local 
pet care facilities.
 “If a county shelter is open, and 
the roads are passable, the Cum-
berland County Animal Response 
Team will establish safe pet quar-
ters. Owners are responsible for 
bringing their pets’ medical records 
and food and taking dogs out for 
walks as needed,” Kaster says. 

What to Take and Who to 
Tell
For humans and pets alike, Howe 
emphasizes the importance of hav-
ing a “Go Bag” containing things 
like prescription medications, 
eyeglasses, drinking water, warm 
layers, phones and adaptors, cash 
and identification. At home, water 
is even more important if the pow-
er could be out for a prolonged 
time. A gallon per person per day 
is recommended by the Maine 

Emergency Management Agency. 
Howe advises having non-perish-
able food, a first aid kit and flash-
lights with extra batteries on hand 
as well.
 Knowing where to go is essen-
tial if you need to leave home. “Ev-
ery time a shelter or warming cen-
ter opens up, my office is notified. 
We make sure to have that location 
listed on 211 Maine,” Kaster says. 
 211 Maine is a free, confiden-
tial information and referral ser-
vice that connects Mainers to local 
services. Assistance is available by 
phone, text or email 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 
 Howe and Kaster also recom-
mend registering for Code Red, an 
opt-in alert system that will notify 
registered users of local emergen-
cies and locations where assistance 
can be found. Information is avail-
able at www.harpswell.me.gov.
 “Be sure to have a communi-
cations plan. The entire family 
should know who contact in any 
emergency, even a prolonged pow-
er outage,” Howe says. Because 
some emergencies are caused by 
regional weather events, having 
someone outside of the region is 
ideal. Cell service is spotty in Harp-
swell, but for residents who do have 
access, Howe recommends texting 
as the most efficient way to com-
municate.
 “If phone lines are down, cell 
service can really slow down,” he 
explains. “Getting a text through is 
more efficient than calling.”

Assistance for Seniors

Resilience is not just the ability 
to independently sustain oneself. 
On the community level, resil-
ience can be measured in how well 
people pull together to overcome 
hardship. Recognizing that elders 
living in Harpswell can be at a dis-
advantage when it comes to trans-
portation and maintaining social 
connections among other things, 
Harpswell Aging at Home (HAH) 
has constructed a network of vol-
unteers to assist.
 Speaking for HAH’s Health and 
Wellness Committee, Charlene 
Boulais says that keeping seniors 
connected with other communi-
ty members is a driving part of 
HAH’s mission. 
 “We have a program called se-
niors connecting where a volunteer 
connects with someone who might 
be isolated or in need of assistance 
at least once a week. If there are any 
health or safety concerns, they are 
in contact more often,” Boulais ex-
plains. 
 In the case of a storm or pow-
er outage the volunteer helps their 
senior stay safe or find shelter as 
needed. 
 “We’ve worked very closely 
with Art Howe,” Boulais continues. 
“He has done an amazing job of 
making sure that our seniors have 
smoke detectors with working bat-
teries and has helped us to address 
many safety issues in the home.”
 Individuals looking to strength-
en these community connections, 
either by volunteering or receiving 
weekly check-ins and other ser-
vices, should contact HAH at 833-
5771.
 Kaster also highlights the im-
portance of public outreach. Any-
one interesting in hosting a pre-
sentation by Cumberland County 
Emergency Management or look-
ing to volunteer can contact her 
office at 207-892-6785. ⚓
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go pretty far offshore of Harpswell 
and some days the breeze would 
come up and you couldn’t even 
tow. It got easier in February when 
the females came ashore for their 
eggs to hatch in shallower waters. 
We used to catch them half a mile 
off Bailey Island.” But, then came 
another big decline. . . and eventu-
ally another recovery. That brings 
us to the most recent decline when 
the fishery was closed in 2014. 
When I asked Sheldon whether 
he thought the population would 
come back he said, “Oh yeah – 
they’ve got about a seven year 
cycle going up and down. It’d be 
good if they come back because 
there isn’t much to do in the win-
ter anymore.”
 You can see these ups and 
downs in a graph put together by 
the Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission (ASMFC), the 
group tasked with regulating the 
fishery for Maine, New Hamp-
shire and Massachusetts. They 
track the population both through 
landings data when the fishery is 
open and through regular sam-
ple trawls inshore and offshore. 
Federal surveys are done by the 
Northeast Fisheries Science Cen-
ter each fall and inshore surveys 
are also done in Maine and New 
Hampshire in the spring. In addi-
tion, there is a joint state-federal 
survey during a 4-week period 
from mid-July to mid-August. 
Some years, there has also been a 

winter sampling program where 
contracted fishermen could fish 
a limited amount in an otherwise 
closed season to collect samples 
for the states. The idea was that 
the fishermen could make enough 
money from a limited catch to pay 
for their trips to sea, but last year 
all three boats lost money, so the 
program has been discontinued. 
As Randy Cushman, a Port Clyde 
fisherman who was part of the 
sampling program in the 2016-17 
season, put it, “I made a little bit 
at the beginning, but I didn’t even 
finish out the season. I couldn’t 
afford to go. The last time I went 
out, it was the worst I’ve ever seen 
- when I go out all day long and 
have it all to myself and only get 
25 pounds. Even my father never 
saw it that bad.”
 The question is, what causes 
these dramatic cycles in popula-
tion? Of course there is fishing ef-
fort - managers and scientists do 

their best to set appropriate limits 
that the population can sustain, 
and there is always uncertain-
ty there. But, there may be more 
factors at work with the recent de-
cline, and more importantly, the 
ability of the population to recov-
er. Shrimp are sensitive to water 
temperature. Cooler water tem-
peratures lead to a higher spawn-
ing biomass and better recruit-
ment – spawning stock biomass 
(SSB) refers to the total weight or 
biomass of the fish in a stock that 
are old enough to spawn or repro-
duce and recruitment refers to the 
number of young fish surviving to 
enter the fishery. For a species that 
spends its whole life in the Gulf of 
Maine, which has temperatures 
rising faster than 99% of the rest 
of the ocean, this is a problem. P. 
borealis in the Gulf of Maine don’t 
migrate long distances like many 
other shrimp. They move out into 
deeper waters offshore about a 

year after hatching, maturing first 
as males and, about two years lat-
er, become females at which point 
they are ready to spawn. Shrimp 
may be a sort of bell weather for 
the Gulf of Maine, alerting us to 
the serious impacts of warm-
ing waters on local species. They 
are also an important link in the 
marine food chain between the 
plankton and tiny invertebrates 
they eat and larger fish species like 
cod, redfish and hake. 
 The point of investigating the 
causes of decline is to figure out 
the best path to recovery. For now, 
the ASMFC has decided to keep 
the fishery closed until 2021. This 
is based on recent survey num-
bers that reported the lowest levels 
since regular surveying began in 
1984. They are also seeking bet-
ter ways to assess the health of the 
shrimp population in hopes of 
tracking its recovery. The ASM-
FC has recently accepted a new 
computer model developed at the 
University of Maine. The model 
divides shrimp into size groups 
and tracks these groups over time 
to look at survival rates. Modeling 
is not a substitute for the real data 
collected on the water, but rather is 
able to pull together several sourc-
es of data from the trawl surveys 
as well as commercial landings to 
give a more complete picture of 
the population. 
 Fishermen are also keeping 
an eye out for signs of recovery. 
Sheldon said, “My grandson had 
some come up on his washboard 
last February, so they’re out there.” 
But Randy noted that he’s had 
guys think they’ve got a North-

ern shrimp, but it’s really a differ-
ent species. There are two other 
shrimp species (Pandalus mon-
tagui and Dichelopandalus lepto-
cerus) commonly known as tiger 
shrimp due to their stripes. State 
Marine Resource Scientist Mag-
gie Hunter noted that “we also 
track these species in spring and 
summer surveys and would wel-
come any comments or especially 
pictures from fishermen,” to help 
correctly identify them. She can 
be reached at Margaret.Hunter@
maine.gov or (207) 633-9541.
 In the meantime, fishermen 
will wait and hope for the chance 
to catch these creatures again. 
As Randy  said, “I miss catching 
them. But, I really miss eating 
them. They’re tasty!” ⚓

 

Shrimp
From page 1
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For a full listing of classes, screenings, and support groups, 
call (207)373-6585 or visit www.midcoasthealth.com/wellness/classes/ Our Community. Our Health.
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MID COAST Center for

Be an Active Part of Your Wellbeing
Add these health-wise events to your January calendar!
Yoga for Cancer - Thursdays throughout January from 5-5:45 p.m. 
Maine Pines Racquet & Fitness, 120 Harpswell Road, Brunswick 

Food for Health - January 8 from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Anxiety and Depression: Foods that Help and Harm with Timothy R. Howe, MD 
Teaching Kitchen-Classroom 2, 329 Maine Street, SOUTH ENTRANCE in Brunswick 
A FREE monthly plant-based cooking and education series. 

Healthy Weight for a Lifetime - Session begins January 10 from 4-6 p.m. 
Teaching Kitchen-Classroom 2, 329 Maine Street, SOUTH ENTRANCE in Brunswick 
A 12-week mindful living program that provides a long-term solution for weight loss by 
addressing the emotional, physical, and nutritional issues contributing to obesity.

Health Within Reach - January 23 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Balance and the Aging Brain with William Stamey, MD 
Teaching Kitchen-Classroom 2, 329 Maine Street, SOUTH ENTRANCE in Brunswick 
A monthly series of talks, classes, demonstrations, and healthy lifestyle options.

Youth Mental Health First Aid - January 28 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Topsham Fire Department, 100 Main Street, Topsham 
FREE NAMI-Maine training designed to teach you how to help a teen who is experiencing 
a mental health or addiction challenge, or who is in crisis.

Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction 
New sessions begin January 28 from 5:30-8 p.m. or January 29 from 9-11:30 a.m. 
Required orientation on January 14 from 5-6 p.m. 
Movement Room-Classroom 3, 329 Maine Street, SOUTH ENTRANCE in Brunswick 
An educational program designed to help people better cope with stress and life’s challenges. 
MBSR is an 8-week course of 2 ½-hour weekly group classes and one 6-hour weekend retreat.

food, The Harpswell Anchor, Jeff 
Conant, and Richard Graves ex-
cavation for their contributions 
to our raffle.
 Happy Holidays!
Harpswell Scouting Assistance 
Association

Water Tower
First off, I will make it clear that 
I thought the removal of the wa-
ter tower was un-necessary and a 
waste of money.
 Second of all, Scott Rupert’s 
and Helen Norton’s letters were 
absolutely right on point.
 Third, there was a group that 
had decided that the tower was 
going to come down and it didn’t 
matter what other options were 
presented. When they were put 
forward they were met with be-
littlement and hostility. 

 Last of all, the behavior (an-
ger) that a couple of our select-
men exhibited toward the third 
member was at best disappoint-
ing and embarrassing. It was also 
extremely unbecoming of people 
elected to represent all of us. 
Lee Jones

West Harpswell Baptist 
Church Calls New Pastor
West Harpswell Baptist Church, 
1492 Harpswell Neck Road, has 
extended the call to Rev. Andrew 
B. Currier and his wife, Laurie, 
to be its new pastor. November 
18, 2018 was Rev. Currier’s first 
Sunday, and he and his wife will 
soon be moving into the parson-
age. Rev. Currier was a pastor 
for many years in Kansas and 
this will be his first time living 
in Maine. The congregation has 
done much restoration work on 
the pastor’s living quarters and 
is excited for this new chapter in 
their life on “the Neck” which be-
gan in 1836.

 Rev. Currier was the son 
of American Baptist mission-
aries to both Burma and the 
Philippines, where he spent his 
childhood and adolescence. He 
received his high school diplo-
ma from Faith Academy, a mis-
sionary kids’ school in Manila, 
Philippines. He is a graduate of 
Ottawa University, an American 
Baptist university in Ottawa, 
Kansas as well as having fin-
ished graduate school at Central 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Kansas City/Overland Park. He 
and his wife look forward to a 
long and fruitful ministry serv-
ing with The American Baptist 
Churches of Maine on Harp-
swell Neck!
 A historian, Rev. Currier is 
excited to be near Bowdoin Col-
lege, home of his Civil War hero, 
Joshua Chamberlain! Laurie, his 
wife, is a voice instructor and 
hopes to open her studio for 
those especially interested in mu-
sical theatre. ⚓
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The Pejepscot Genealogical Soci-
ety (PGS) will hold its next meet-
ing in the Morrell Meeting Room 
of the Curtis Memorial Library, 
Brunswick, Maine on Sunday, 
January 13, 2019 at 2 pm. Guest 
speaker Peggy Shiels Konitzky will 
be discussing her book, Midcoast 
Maine in World War II, detailing 
what life was like in the region 
while supporting the war efforts at 
home. Through a series of stories 
and illustrations, Konitzky will 
enlighten some and remind others 
of what life was like for the men, 
women, and children who needed 
to pull together to keep the com-
munities at home running and 
support the troops overseas. 
 Ms. Konitzky holds a degree in 
U.S. History and Art History from 

Georgetown University School of 
Foreign Service as well as an MBA 
from New York University and 
a Certificate in Museum Studies 
from Tufts. Currently a resident 
of Topsham, she has, for the last 
15+ years, served in a series of 
positions related to historic pres-
ervation in New Hampshire and 
Maine. Since 2007, she has been 
the site manager for Castle Tucker 
and the Nickels-Sortwell House in 
Wiscasset.
 As usual, there will be a brief 
social period with refreshments 
before and after the speaker. A 
business meeting will follow. 
 For more information contact 
Brian Bouchard at (207) 729-
4098. ⚓

Pejepscot Genealogical Society 
Hosts Author of Book on Maine 
During WWII



A Gaelic Good Read
Nancy Marstaller has to grip the paper tightly as she enjoys a Good Read due to the high winds in the 
Scottish Highlands. (M. GIBSON PHOTO)
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 “A Good Read”
Send your Good Read photo to
news@harpswellanchor.com

  

Neither snow nor rain nor ...
Thank you to the Harpswell Post Offices and the mail carriers for 
an exceptional job of delivering mail, packages, and gifts during 
the holiday season. 


