
BY KELLI PARK
 Last year, businesses were forced 
to pivot, over and over again, in the 
midst of a pandemic. Now, as the dust 
is beginning to settle, businesses are 
adapting for the ups and downs of the 
long term, with a labor shortage at the 
forefront.
 “The tight labor market in Maine 
is not new,” said Jessica Picard, com-
munications manager at the Maine 
Department of Labor. “The current 
labor market conditions are tight as 
a result of a combination of factors, 
some related to the pandemic and 
some unrelated.”
 Restaurants have been particu-
larly hard hit by the labor shortage. 
Joe Arena, co-owner and chef at The 
School House 1913, has been posting 
job listings two to three times a week 
since January and, at one point, went 
for almost three months without a 
single response. Instead of reverting 
to takeout meals, like they did when 
the pandemic forced restaurants to 
close, Arena and his business partner, 
Chris Gardner, decided to move for-
ward with their mission, fully staffed 
or not.
 “We asked ourselves, do we want 

to get back to doing what we came 
here to do? We want to make bold 
choices with our foods. It was time to 
get back to that,” said Arena, whose 
dishes include an Israeli-style crushed 
zucchini with yogurt mint dill and a 
braised rabbit leg with Parisian gnoc-
chi, lavender and a pecorino broth.

 “We want to bring people out of 
their shells. We want to give them big-
ger, bolder choices with niche items. 
That’s where we’re going,” Arena said.
 How does this translate into the 
reality of being short-staffed? Arena, 
his business partner, and his sous chef 
have each increased their already full 

workloads by 20 hours a week, and 
the restaurant is only open Thursday 
through Sunday morning.
 That, however, is the nature of the 
business. “It doesn’t matter what year 
it is, if it’s not one thing, it’s another,” 
said Billy Saxton, who owns The Dol-
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Fishermen and restaurants adjust to worker shortage

BY J.W. OLIVER
 Her name appears in countless 
reports about the only fatal shark 
attack in Maine history — first in 
the media frenzy last summer and 
now as the state takes measures to 
avoid another tragedy. But who 
was Julie Dimperio Holowach to 
Bailey Island and the family and 
friends who mourn her?
 Those family and friends re-
member Julie for her athleticism 
and energy, her optimism and pos-
itivity, her seize-the-day attitude 
and willingness to help anyone in 
need.
 Julie and her husband, Aleck 
“Al” Holowach, started vacationing 
in Maine about 35 years ago. They 
first came to Monhegan Island, an 
artist colony and fishing commu-

nity about 10 miles offshore.
 The couple appreciated the soli-
tude. With only two telephones on 
the island back then, “Our work 
couldn’t get in touch with us,” Al 
said.
 When the Holowachs decid-
ed to buy a home in Maine, they 
looked at real estate from Ogun-
quit to Camden. They found many 
places too busy.
 Eventually they zoomed in on 
the Harpswell area. When they 
reached Bailey Island, “We said, 
‘This is it. We don’t want to go any 
further,’” Al said.
 “We just fell in love with Bailey 
Island,” he added.
 Roxanne York, a real estate 
agent who lives and works on Bai-
ley Island, remembers Julie’s first 

visit. After less than half a day, “She 
said, ‘Well, this is home,’” York re-
called.
 York would later sell the Ho-
lowachs land on Elden Point, 
where they built a home around 
2005. Julie “always wanted to be on 
the water,” Al said.
 They soon began to integrate 
themselves into the community. 
Al found that newcomers were 
welcome, so long as they made 
an effort to fit in rather than bring 
change.
 “She made friends fast,” Al said. 
“She fit right in too.”
 One of those friends was Janice 
Adams, of Orr’s Island. Julie, al-
ways eager to learn new skills, took 
a CPR class that Adams taught at 

A year later, Bailey Island remembers Julie Dimperio Holowach

Major project at 
recycling center to 
start this month

BY CONNIE SAGE CONNER
 Big changes are coming to 
what likely is the most visited 
place in Harpswell — the Recy-
cling Center and Transfer Station.
 Renovation of the facility will 
begin at the end of August as part 
of a three-year, $1.1 million proj-
ect, according to Manager Chuck 
Perow.
 The center’s two trash com-
pactors will be replaced, along 
with their concrete bases. Next 
up is expansion of the parking lot. 
Its rock wall will be removed by 
jackhammers or by blasting, Per-
ow said, adding four to six extra 
parking spaces as part of a larger 
footprint with a new configura-
tion.
 “It probably will be a solid 
week of misery here, but we’ll try 
to stay open as much as possible,” 
Perow said. “The  parking lot will 
be really tough because we have 
to block part of it off.”
 The lot “was never built for 
18-wheelers and that’s how the 
recycling gets shipped out,” Pe-
row said. The lot is so small and 
unsafe that the center’s workers 
- Greg King, Terry Racine, Don-
nette Goodenow, part-timer John 
Warner and Perow - wear bright 
“safety lime” green T-shirts. There 
are several accidents a year at the 
site, Perow said, as motorists at-
tempt to maneuver in and out of 
the facility.
 Phase one of the project, which 
will take six to 10 weeks to com-
plete at a cost of about $450,000, 
also includes two new bins called 
“hoppers.” The current hoppers 
and compactors have corroded 
beyond repair. “It’s being held 
together by gum and Band-Aids,” 
Perow said.
 Phase two will begin in 2023, 
Perow said from his closet-size 
office in the center’s 1979 metal 
building, which will be upgraded 
with a new roof, siding and elec-

Joe Arena, chef and co-owner of The School House 1913, tends his garden of edible flowers outside the restaurant 
as girlfriend Caroline Daniel looks on. Arena plans to grow more ingredients himself to make the restaurant more 
self-sufficient.  (KELLI PARK PHOTO)

Julie Dimperio Holowach raises a glass 
in a toast during a vacation in Rome.

Serving Great Island, Orr’s Island, Bailey Island and Harpswell Neck
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“She had a real zest for life,” friend Janice Adams said. “She wanted to make the most of every day.”



BY J.W. OLIVER
 From July 23 to Aug. 8, ath-
letes from around the world will 
compete for national and personal 
glory in the Tokyo Olympics. At 

another Olympic Games 93 years 
ago, a Bailey Island lobsterman 
was among those athletes — and 
he returned from Amsterdam 
with a bronze medal in the ham-
mer throw.
 Edmund F. “Rip” Black was the 
first Mainer to win an Olympic 
medal, according to a 2005 article 
in The Boston Globe. But he was 
an unlikely Olympian.
 Black grew up on the island and 
lobstered from a young age. He at-
tended Portland High School.
 Dave Hackett, president of the 
Harpswell Historical Society, said 
it was not unusual for Bailey Is-
land students to travel by boat to 
Portland for school. In fact, many 
islanders shopped for groceries in 
Portland and would cross the bay 
by steamboat.
 Black’s introduction to the 
hammer came during his fresh-
man year at Portland High.
 The “hammer” in the men’s 
hammer throw is a 16-pound 
metal ball at the end of a steel ca-
ble. Competitors throw the ham-

mer from inside a circle 7 feet in 
diameter, set inside a cage to pro-
tect bystanders. They spin around 
three or four times to build mo-
mentum before they release the 
hammer.
 As the Maine Sports Hall of 
Fame tells the story, Black was 
watching the hammer team work 
out when “he picked one up and 
threw it further than the others 
had.”
 Bill Green, the executive di-
rector of the hall better known 
for his career as a broadcast jour-
nalist and host of “Bill Green’s 
Maine,” interviewed Black in 
the 1980s or early ‘90s. He re-
members a different story about 
the beginning of Black’s ham-
mer-throwing career.
 Black was walking by the prac-
tice area when a foul-tempered 
athlete “threw a hammer near him 
to scare him,” Green said, recalling 
Black’s story. “He threw it back.” 
The coach witnessed the episode 
and recruited Black.
 He joined the team and went 

on to win the New England cham-
pionship in 1923, then set two re-
cords at the state meet in 1924.
 Black seems to have excelled 
at every sport he tried. He played 
baseball and hockey in high 
school, but his performance on 
the football field rivaled his ham-
mer throwing. He was selected 
as the best fullback in the state 
in 1923, according to the Maine 
Sports Hall of Fame.
 A 1928 article about Black’s 
Olympic chances in the Couri-
er-Post, of New Jersey, attributes 
his nickname to his football days.
 “He is better known as ‘Rip’ 
Black, the nickname having been 
tacked to him, when, as a school-
boy halfback, he used to slash op-
posing lines to fragments,” Jack 
Ramsay wrote.
 The headline of the article was 
“Boy who liked to fish now ham-
mer chucker.” Black was some-
times more interested in fishing 
than football, as Portland High 
coach James Fitzpatrick learned.
 “It was a common practice for 

Jimmie to send out a scouting par-
ty for ‘Rip’ on Friday and have his 
star halfback stay ‘in town’ that 
night in order to be on hand for 
Saturday’s game,” Ramsay wrote.
 Despite his accomplishments 
in high school and the promise 
of a college career, Black initially 
opted to stay home and work. He 
spent either a year or two years 
lobstering, by different accounts, 
before family and friends con-
vinced him to enroll at the Uni-
versity of Maine at Orono.
 At Orono, he again starred 
in multiple sports. He pitched a 
no-hitter against Bowdoin College 
and played on the football team.
 In the hammer throw, he 
won the Maine and New En-
gland championships in 1928. 
His come-from-behind victory at 
the national championships and 
Olympic trials that year sent him 
steaming across the Atlantic to 
Amsterdam on the SS President 
Roosevelt.
 At the Olympics, Black had to 
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SOLD Lot 2 Saltwater - Buyer
SOLD 22 Anchor Inn - Buyer
SOLD 108 High St. - Buyer
SOLD 40 Union St, Bath - Buyer
SOLD 382 Bayview Rd. Nobleboro - Buyer
SOLD 0 Pierce Point, Harpswell - Buyer
SOLD 6 Merritt House #10, Orr’s Island-Buyer
SOLD 0 Gun Point, Harpswell - Buyer
SOLD 0 White Island, Harpswell
SOLD 6 Merritt House #12, Orr’s Island

SOLD 327 N. Bath Rd. Bath - Buyer 
SOLD 6 Ash Lane, York - Buyer 
SOLD 7 Quahog Farm, Harpswell - Buyer 
SOLD 408 Middle St. Bath - Buyer 
SOLD 386 Bayview Rd. Nobleboro - Buyer 
SOLD 31 Back River Landing, Boothbay - Buyer 
SOLD 113 West Side Rd. Boothbay - Buyer 
SOLD 148 Moody Rd. Brunswick - Buyer 
SOLD 429 High Head, Harpswell - Buyer 
SOLD 41 Basin Point, Harpswell - Buyer

SOLD 68 Cundy’s Harbor Rd, Harpswell
SOLD Lot 7B Fosters Point Rd. West Bath
SOLD 448 Mountain Rd, West Bath
SOLD Lot 80,80-1 Edgewood Ln, Harpswell
SOLD 132 Hillside, Brunswick
SOLD 34 Baribeau, Brunswick
SOLD 0 Seal Ledge, Harpswell
SOLD 8 Potts Point, Harpswell
SOLD 6 Merritt House #10 Orr’s Island
SOLD 16 Scotland Way, Orr’s Island
SOLD 832 Fosters Point Rd. West Bath

Ron Hutchins Owner/Broker | ron@harpswellrealty.com | (207) 729-2134
Erin Smith Administrator/Agent | erin@harpswellrealty.com | (207) 833-3492

  Each office is independently owned and operated.

Bailey Island lobsterman medaled in hammer throw at 1928 Olympics

Rip Black picks up the hammer.

See OLYMPICS on Page 19
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 Letters to the Editor
Moratorium on subdivision 
development needed
 I was glad to see the article in the 
July Anchor about wells and well wa-
ter in Harpswell. Glad because I hope 
it will help to encourage action on the 
issue of how many wells we can really 
have in Harpswell. And, of course, 
how much development.
 We live in an area in which there 
are about eight wells within a quar-
ter-mile radius. Then the owner of 30 
acres of land amidst this radius sold 
the land to the highest bidder and 
that was a developer who, following 
all Harpswell subdivision guidelines, 
put in a 12-home subdivision. So 
within, say, five years, there will be 
20 additional wells within the quar-
ter-mile radius.
 When the developer took his 
plan in front of the planning board, 
I spoke about the risk of adding 
so many wells and leach fields to 
what I consider a pretty small area. 
The planning board could only ap-
prove the development plan, since 
all guidelines were met. At the time, 
I researched well water issues in 
Harpswell and could only find some-
thing written about 10 years earlier 
that opined that there was plenty of 
groundwater in Harpswell.
 Today, Bert Temple’s experience 
tells him that “there’s a lot of people 
using too much water” and wells on 
the coast (where ours is) “may turn 
salty.”  What are we to do if this hap-
pens? Sue the developer? the town? 
That is not an encouraging thought 
and, anyway, we don’t want to run 
out of water.
 Susan Olcott’s article also quotes 
the state’s well technical assistance 
coordinator, whose opinion is that 
“there’s a limitation to the amount 
of water to support the homes being 
built. Usually this is figured out when 
it’s too late.” Is the town’s planning 
commission aware of this informa-
tion?
 The article ended with comments 
on conserving water and hoping for 
rain. While conserving is very im-
portant, what Harpswell needs right 
now is a moratorium on subdivision 
development and any additional 
wells.

Brian Hirst
North Harpswell

Fireworks: boom or bust?
 Harpswell is one of a very few 
coastal towns between Bath and 
Portland that allow non-permitted, 
consumer fireworks. The town’s “re-
stricted use” fireworks ordinance al-

lows people to use them July 3-5 and 
Dec. 31, for several hours each day, 
to celebrate Independence Day and 
New Year’s. This year, the town de-
cided to reinforce the restrictive na-
ture of the policy by hanging signs on 
Route 24 and Route 123 at the town 
line.
 While most appear to have com-
plied, many have not. Fireworks have 
been going off sporadically through-
out the town for weeks. On Orr’s Is-
land, for example, I was “treated” to 
a fireworks display lasting for over 
an hour on July 8. The fact that they 
were fired in the general direction of 
my house apparently did not con-
cern the people involved. On July 10, 
another fireworks display occurred 
over Lowell’s Cove. In each instance, 
they were both beautiful and annoy-
ing.
 Fireworks celebrating the Fourth 
are woven into the fabric of our lives, 
like “mom and apple pie.” But in the 
hands of backyard amateurs, they 
have a dangerous side. Last year, for 
example, over 3,000 people were in-
jured by fireworks in the U.S. and 18 
were killed. This seems like a high 
price to pay for a few moments of 
amusement.
 My question to the town lead-
ers is, what’s the upside of allowing 
non-permitted, consumer fireworks 
at any time in Harpswell? What do 
the towns of Bath, Topsham, Bruns-
wick, Freeport and Falmouth know 
that we don’t know?
 Having experienced real explo-
sives and their consequences first-
hand during my time in the military, 
lighting explosives in one’s backyard 
or along our coastline seems some-
what juvenile. Believe me, there is 
nothing beautiful about real bombs 
and missiles exploding in your gen-
eral vicinity.
 While I fully support a 
town-sponsored, professionally run 
fireworks display to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day and the New Year, I 
believe private, non-permitted fire-
works should be banned and that 
our ordinance should be changed 
accordingly. They’re dangerous, an-
noying to many (including pets) and 
cannot be effectively policed by the 
town. Let’s eliminate this nonsense 
and join the 40-plus cities and towns 
in Maine that currently prohibit the 
use of non-permitted, consumer fire-
works. Harpswell and its residents 
can celebrate Independence Day and 
the New Year without them.

Allan LeGrow
Orr’s Island

Keep the Forest 
Playground alive
 I am one of several people who 
have contributed a lot of time in 
developing Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust’s Forest Playground, 
and I have grandkids (and my 
kids) who love this addition to the 
HHLT trails.
 We believe the same person 
thinks what we are doing is “trash,” 
or at least that is what they wrote 
in our message book and on the 
wooden crates painted with chalk-
board paint at the Forest Play-
ground. They have destroyed key 
items in this part of the trail three 
times.
 I wish this person had read the 
many positive comments from 
people who stated that they en-
joyed playing, resting, learning, 
experimenting, discovering, imag-
ining and creating. Should one per-
son halt all this enjoyment for so 
many?
 We know that many people 
have visited our Forest Playground 
in 2019 and this year, and we have 
heard from more than 200 families 
with positive comments like “This 
was one of the only times I liked 
hiking” (age 12) and “This is such 
a fantastic place and idea. Thank 
you!”
 HHLT has built nearly 8 miles 
of trails and opens up several more 
preserves without trails to the pub-
lic. I guess this person accepts that 
HHLT and many stewards clear, 
prepare and maintain trails, some-
times with wooden planks, bridges 
and railings, so that we can better 
enjoy the woods. But this person 
cannot accept that less than a quar-
ter of a mile of a trail is put aside 

temporarily to spark curiosity and 
love of nature for our youngest vis-
itors.
 I wonder if someone reading 
this knows who this person is. I ask 
you to please go to them and ask 
them to stop. This may be the only 
way to keep the Forest Playground 
alive.
 I would hate to see one person 
succeed in ruining it for so many, 
since this person has many more 
miles of trail to explore. Please give 
the kids this very small part of the 
woods, and you can enjoy the rest.
 For those who have not experi-
enced the Forest Playground, here 
are the key parts of this small area 
we have developed:
 A storybook walk through the 
woods where kids can read the 
book to their grandparents (or oth-
ers).
 A challenge to find and name 
many kinds of birds (made of met-
al) that are placed in the nearby 
trees.
 Empty picture frames with 
piles of “natural stuff” found in the 
woods to make your own picture.
 A “kitchen” to bake make-be-
lieve pies with “natural stuff” found 
in the woods.
 Binoculars and magnifying 
glasses to help learn more easily 
about “natural stuff” in the woods.
 Several other elements have 
been destroyed and are no longer 
a part of the Forest Playground, 
though we hope to add them back 
into the mix in the future.
 Please help us to support this 
wonderful addition to Harpswell.

Bill Snellings
Orr’s Island

Open Daily
12 pm - 9 pm

Serving Round Top ice cream

* Birthday parties
* Car shows

* Local artists and musicians

1410 Harpswell Neck Road
(207) 751-7870




Lobster roll
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South Harpswell, ME - Aug 2021

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon
1 Sun 6:15 8.0 6:37 8.7 12:04 1.3 12:13 1.6 5:29 8:05

2 Mon 7:12 7.7 7:30 8.7 1:02 1.4 1:06 1.9 5:30 8:04

3 Tue 8:11 7.6 8:23 8.8 2:01 1.4 2:01 2.0 5:31 8:03

4 Wed 9:06 7.6 9:14 8.9 2:56 1.2 2:54 1.9 5:32 8:01

5 Thu 9:56 7.8 10:00 9.2 3:45 1.0 3:42 1.7 5:33 8:00

6 Fri 10:41 8.0 10:44 9.5 4:29 0.7 4:25 1.5 5:34 7:59

7 Sat 11:24 8.3 11:25 9.7 5:10 0.4 5:07 1.2 5:35 7:57

8 Sun 12:04 8.5 5:49 0.1 5:48 1.0 5:36 7:56

9 Mon 12:05 9.9 12:42 8.8 6:26 -0.1 6:29 0.7 5:37 7:54

10 Tue 12:45 10.1 1:20 9.1 7:04 -0.3 7:11 0.4 5:39 7:53

11 Wed 1:26 10.2 1:58 9.4 7:43 -0.4 7:55 0.2 5:40 7:52

12 Thu 2:09 10.1 2:39 9.7 8:23 -0.4 8:42 0.1 5:41 7:50

13 Fri 2:55 9.9 3:24 9.8 9:07 -0.3 9:33 0.0 5:42 7:49

14 Sat 3:46 9.6 4:13 10.0 9:55 -0.1 10:29 0.0 5:43 7:47

15 Sun 4:42 9.2 5:07 10.0 10:47 0.2 11:28 0.1 5:44 7:46

16 Mon 5:42 8.9 6:05 10.0 11:43 0.5 5:45 7:44

17 Tue 6:48 8.6 7:08 10.0 12:31 0.1 12:44 0.7 5:46 7:43

18 Wed 7:57 8.5 8:14 10.1 1:39 0.1 1:50 0.8 5:48 7:41

19 Thu 9:03 8.7 9:18 10.3 2:47 -0.1 2:56 0.7 5:49 7:39

20 Fri 10:03 8.9 10:16 10.5 3:48 -0.4 3:56 0.5 5:50 7:38

21 Sat 10:58 9.2 11:10 10.6 4:43 -0.6 4:51 0.2 5:51 7:36

22 Sun 11:49 9.4 5:34 -0.7 5:43 0.1 5:52 7:35

23 Mon 12:01 10.6 12:36 9.5 6:22 -0.7 6:33 0.0 5:53 7:33

24 Tue 12:49 10.4 1:20 9.6 7:06 -0.5 7:19 0.1 5:54 7:31

25 Wed 1:34 10.1 2:02 9.5 7:47 -0.2 8:04 0.3 5:55 7:30

26 Thu 2:18 9.6 2:43 9.4 8:28 0.2 8:50 0.5 5:57 7:28

27 Fri 3:03 9.1 3:25 9.2 9:08 0.6 9:36 0.8 5:58 7:26

28 Sat 3:50 8.6 4:09 8.9 9:51 1.1 10:26 1.1 5:59 7:24

29 Sun 4:40 8.1 4:57 8.7 10:36 1.5 11:18 1.3 6:00 7:23

30 Mon 5:33 7.8 5:47 8.5 11:25 1.9 6:01 7:21

31 Tue 6:30 7.5 6:42 8.4 12:13 1.5 12:18 2.1 6:02 7:19

Covenant Insurance Agency
Harpswell, Maine

Business - Bonds - Commercial Auto - Workers Compensation - 
Watercraft - Marinas - Home - Flood

Mark R. Adams, Independent Agent, Licensed ME, MA, CT
Mark.Adams@covenantagency.com

    781-447-5013

Flare take-back protects community and environment
BY J.W. OLIVER
 A flare take-back program in 
Harpswell — the only program 
of its kind in Maine — is collect-
ing hundreds of expired flares 
in its third year, protecting both 
the community and the environ-
ment. Meanwhile, a Harpswell 
legislator’s bill will help sustain 
the program and make it possible 
for more communities to partici-
pate.
 Marine flares, the devices 
boaters keep on board to signal 
for help in the event of an emer-
gency, expire about three years 
after manufacture. Improper dis-
posal or storage of expired flares 
can cause all sorts of issues, ac-
cording to take-back organizers.
 The storage of flares in homes 
and garages poses a risk to the oc-
cupants, including children who 
might come across them. In the 
event of a fire, flares could go off 

and injure firefighters.
 “The more we can remove 
them, the better, for a variety of 
reasons,” Harpswell Fire Admin-
istrator Art Howe said.
 The effort to solve the prob-
lem started when a Harpswell 
lobsterman asked state Rep. Jay 
McCreight, D-Harpswell, how he 
should dispose of expired flares 
in his basement.
 “This is six years later, because 
everything out there is wrong,” 
McCreight said. She called much 
of the advice about how to dis-
pose of marine flares unsafe and 
even illegal.
 Some boaters will deploy ex-
pired flares on the water, which 
can lead to a costly and unnec-
essary search — and a charge of 
making a false distress call, which 
carries a hefty fine.
 Others throw flares away with 
household trash, but flares con-

tain a chemical called perchlorate 
that can have harmful health ef-
fects if it leaches into the water 
and soil. Flares can also cause 
problems with trash incinerators.
 “They need to be disposed of 
in an approved incinerator,” Mc-
Creight said.
 For the last three years, the 
Harpswell Department of Safety 
and Emergency Services has col-
lected expired marine flares from 
fishermen and recreational boat-
ers. The department takes road 
flares too.
 The department focuses its ef-
forts on the spring and fall, when 
recreational boaters launch their 
boats and take them back out. 
Howe, who leads the department, 
said that firefighter and paramed-
ic Meriel Longley and Harbor 
Master Paul Plummer provide 
vital assistance.
 This year, the take-back ran 

throughout June and collected 
about 250 flares. Some had ex-
pired recently, others not so re-
cently. Two devices that stood out 
with their distinctive color, shape 
and size were 27 years old. Other 

flares showed visible corrosion.
 Organizers agree that the pro-
gram is the only one of its kind 
in Maine and said such programs 
are rare in the U.S.

See FLARES on Page 16

Dozens of expired marine flares from the town of Harpswell’s flare take-back 
in June. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

Tide Chart
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Aug. 5
The 2021 Orr’s Island Library Book 
Fair will offer a large selection of books, 
including children’s books, plus CDs, 
DVDs, puzzles, a bake sale and a white 
elephant sale, on the library lawn, 1699 
Harpswell Islands Road, Orr’s Island, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Aug. 6-8
Cundy’s Harbor Days
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily: Craft fair at Cun-
dy’s Harbor Community Church, 863 
Cundy’s Harbor Road. For a spot, call 
Meriel Longley at 207-837-1803.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily: Quilt show at 
Cundy’s Harbor Community Church.
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily: Lobster roll 
lunch at Cundy’s Harbor Community 
Hall, 837 Cundy’s Harbor Road.
1 p.m. Saturday: Blindfold dinghy rac-
es at Holbrook’s Wharf, 984 Cundy’s 
Harbor Road. Registration 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.
2 p.m. Saturday: Lobster crate races at 
Holbrook’s Wharf. Registration 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
8 a.m. Sunday: Blessing of the fleet at 
Watson’s General Store, 10 Watson 
Road.

Aug. 6-8
Harpswell Community Theater stag-
es “Leaving Iowa,” a comedy about 
family vacations at Centennial Hall, 
Harpswell Neck Road: 7 p.m. Aug. 6 
and 7, 2 p.m. Aug. 8. Tickets available 
at the door.

Aug. 13
The Orr’s Island Community Arts 
Center, 1825 Harpswell Islands Road, 
Orr’s Island, will reopen from 5-7 p.m. 

The center features the work of two 
local artists: John Neville, who makes 
copper plate etchings; and Steve Black, 
who works in photography, collage and 
acrylic painting. The center is open on 
weekends when the welcome flag is 
hanging. More information: Steve 
Black, 207-504-3002.

VentiCordi Chamber Music con-
cludes its summer concerts at Elijah 
Kellogg Church, 917 Harpswell Neck 
Road, at 7 p.m. Directors Kathleen 
McNerney and Dean Stein on oboe 
and violin, respectively, with Eastman 
School of Music freshman Alex Leh-
mann on flute. Ticket information: 
venticordi.com or 207-286-6688.

Aug. 14-28
An exhibit of paintings and three-di-
mensional work by the Sebascodegan 
Artists’ Group will be on display at 
Centennial Hall, across from the Harp-
swell Historical Society Museum on 
Harpswell Neck Road, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily. Notecards, matted prints, 
and matted originals will be sold.

Aug. 20
Geology of Potts Point: Participants 
will walk and observe the rocks along 
the shore in this free Harpswell Heri-
tage Land Trust program from 4-5:30 
p.m. at Potts Point Preserve. Geologist 
Rachel Beane will help participants 
identify minerals and rock structures, 
and will talk about the tectonic pro-
cesses that led to their formation. Par-
ticipants should be ready to walk on 
uneven, wet ground, and should bring 
a hand lens or magnifying glass if they 
have one. The land trust will have a 

few to loan. Contact Julia McLeod at 
207-837-9613 or communications@
hhltmaine.org.

Aug. 21
The Knit Wits will host a sale on 
the lawn of the Islands Community 
Church, 2141 Harpswell Islands Road, 
Bailey Island, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Proceeds benefit the Harpswell com-
munity. Rain date: Aug. 22 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact Ann Mitchell at 
207-833-8038.

Aug. 28
The annual barn sale returns to the 
Elijah Kellogg Church grounds from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Furniture, tools, home 
goods, jewelry, toys, artwork and crafts 
will be available for purchase. Table 
rental opens Aug. 1. To rent a table for 
$25, call 729-6267.

Aug. 31
The Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
presents a talk by Trevor Peterson: 
“Bats, Behavior, and Wind Farms: 
Balancing Conservation and Green 
Energy,” via Zoom from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Viewers will learn about Peterson’s 
research on how to minimize risk to 
bats at commercial wind farms while 
continuing to generate renewable en-
ergy. Free, register in advance. Contact 
Julia McLeod at 207-837-9613 or com-
munications@hhltmaine.org.

Throughout the summer

Harpswell Bandstand by the Sea 
brings live music to Mitchell Field, 
1410 Harpswell Neck Road, from 
6-7:30 p.m. each Thursday through 

Aug. 26. Portland Jazz plays Aug. 5, 
Cul-de-sax on Aug. 12, Soul Sensations 
on Aug. 19, Delta Knights on Aug. 26. 
Free. Bring a blanket or chair.

The Harpswell Historical Society 
Museum, 929 Harpswell Neck Road, 
is open from 2-4 p.m. every Sunday 
until Oct. 11. View artifacts and collec-
tions of Harpswell history. Free, dona-
tions welcome. 833-6322.

A mobile food station, free to anyone 
in need, is available at the town office, 
263 Mountain Road, from 10-11:30 
a.m. every Thursday.

The John Leo Murray Jr. American 
Legion Post 171 meets at Merriconeag 
Grange Hall 425, 529 Harpswell Neck 
Road, at 7 p.m. on the third Monday of 
each month.

The art of Linda Prybylo and Joanne 
Tarlin is on display at Roxanne York 
Realty, 2118 Harpswell Islands Road, 
Bailey Island.

Brunswick and beyond

The Bowdoin International Music 
Festival continues through Aug. 6. 
Events include young artists perfor-
mances from 7-10 p.m. Aug. 1, 1-6 
p.m. and 7-10 p.m. Aug. 3, 1-6 p.m. and 
7-10 p.m. Aug. 5 and 1-5 p.m. Aug. 6; 
the Jupiter String Quartet from 7:30-
8:30 p.m. Aug. 2; “Françaix & Arensky” 
from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Aug. 4; and “Still, 
Bermel, & Brahms” from 7:30-8:30 
p.m. Aug. 6, all live online from the 
Studzinski Recital Hall in Brunswick.

The Maine Highland Games and 
Scottish Festival will bring athletics 
and piping competitions, dancing, en-
tertainment and workshops to Thom-
as Point Beach, Brunswick, Aug. 21. 

The Clan Village will help visitors learn 
about their Scottish roots. Gates open 
at 8 a.m., opening ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Proceeds fund scholarships. More in-
formation: mainehighlandgames.org.

Maine State Music Theatre presents 
“Welcome Home,” Aug. 8 and 9; “Piano 
Man,” Aug. 15 and 16; and “Christine 
& Patsy,” Aug. 22 and 23. The theatre’s 
young adult series features “”Beauty 
and the Beast,” Aug. 12; Shrek,” Aug. 
19; and “Alice in Wonderland,” Oct. 9 
and 10. All performances at Pickard 
Theater, Bowdoin College. For details, 
call 207-725-8769.

The Chocolate Church Arts Center 
and Space present Superwolves, with 
opening act Little Wings, outdoors at 
the Maine Maritime Museum, 243 
Washington St., Bath, on Sept. 5. Doors 
at 5:30 p.m., show from 6:30-9. Tickets: 
$32 in advance, $40 day of show. Su-
perwolves is Bonnie “Prince” Billy and 
Matt Sweeney.

The Chocolate Church Arts Center 
Gallery presents “8x8,” a new art show. 
Eight symbolizes infinity, harmony, 
balance and success. See the show 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday 
and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13 
through Sept. 29, at 804 Washington 
St., Bath.

TOPS, or Take Off Pounds Sensibly, 
meets in the basement of the Berean 
Baptist Church, 15 Cumberland Ave., 
Brunswick, from 6-7:30 p.m. every 
Monday. More information: 729-6400.

Have a calendar item to submit for a 
future edition of the Anchor? Email 
joliver@harpswellanchor.org

August 2021 Community Calendar

Open by appointment - or 
watch for the open flag!

Call 207-833-6081
31 Widgeon Cove Lane

Harpswell, Maine  04079
www.widgeoncove.com

Showing 
◊ handmade paper
◊ paintings
◊ jewelry
◊ mixed media
◊ sculpture
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Town ends 
state of emergency
 After a year, three months, six days, 
and about five hours, the state of civil 
emergency in Harpswell officially end-
ed on June 24.
 The Harpswell Board of Select-
men voted 3-0 to terminate the state 
of emergency, effective immediately. 
The town had declared the emergency 
at 2:25 p.m. on March 18, 2020, due to 
the public health threat of COVID-19.
 “I don’t think we honestly knew 
what we were dealing with at that time, 
but we knew it was a serious situation 
and we knew we needed to make sure 
the public understood that and that we 
began to take steps to educate people 
and make sure they knew as much as 
possible about COVID-19 and what 
they could do to protect themselves, 
their families, etc.,” Town Administra-
tor Kristi K. Eiane said.
 The declaration of a civil state of 
emergency gives the board of select-
men authority to “promulgate such 
regulations as it deems necessary to 
protect life and property and to pre-
serve critical resources,” according to 
the town’s 2007 emergency manage-
ment ordinance.

Basin Point, Gurnet Landing 
roads to see improvements
 Three town roads will benefit from 
more than $600,000 of work over the 

next few months: Basin Point Road, 
Grover Lane, and Gurnet Landing 
Road.
 Crooker Construction LLC, of 
Topsham, will reclaim, repave and 
make drainage improvements to 2,200 
feet of Basin Point Road, from Ash 
Point Road to 89 Basin Point Road; all 
of Grover Lane, 2,100 feet; and all of 
Gurnet Landing Road, 3,800 feet.
 The town will borrow $650,000 
from Bath Savings Institution for a 
10-year term at an interest rate of 
2.31%; pay Crooker Construction 
$592,823.80; and pay Gorrill Palmer, 
a South Portland engineering firm, 
$24,554 for construction oversight. 
Bath Savings and Crooker Construc-
tion submitted the low bids for the 
bond and construction, respectively.
 Voters approved the bond as part 
of the annual town meeting by referen-
dum June 8. The selectmen approved 
the contracts and selected the lender 
June 24.
 Crooker Construction must finish 
the job by Oct. 30. Gorrill Palmer ex-
pects the work to take about 12 weeks, 
according to Owen C. Chaplin, an en-
gineer and project manager with the 
firm.
 Kevin Johnson, chair of the board 
of selectmen, asked that the contractor 
work on Basin Point Road later in the 
season to minimize disruption of traf-
fic to and from the seasonal businesses 

on the point. “After Labor Day would 
be pretty good,” he said.
 During the July 8 selectmen’s meet-
ing, Town Administrator Kristi K. Eiane 
said the work on Grover Lane and Gur-
net Landing Road would start a couple 
weeks after that meeting. The contractor 
has agreed to wait until after Labor Day 
to work on Basin Point Road.
 The town plans to post a schedule 
for the construction on its website when 
it receives one from the contractor.

Town to observe Juneteenth
 The town of Harpswell will observe 
Juneteenth as a paid holiday in 2022, 
following recent moves by the fed-
eral and state governments to make 
June 19 a holiday.
 “This holiday will raise aware-
ness of the day that has come to 
mark the end of slavery in the U.S., 
when federal troops went to Galves-
ton, Texas to ensure that slaves were 
free, two years after the signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation,” Town 
Administrator Kristi K. Eiane said in 
a memo to the board of selectmen.
 “It really is an important date and 
the country is recognizing it and I 
think it’s important that the town of 
Harpswell recognize it,” Eiane said at 
a selectmen’s meeting June 24.
 The board of selectmen voted 3-0 
to amend the town’s personnel policy, 
adding Juneteenth as a paid holiday.

Town lands benefit from 
donations, volunteerism
 Three town properties have new 
amenities this summer, or will soon, 
thanks in part to gifts of time and 
money.
 The town property at Mackerel 
Cove, on Bailey Island, has new pic-
nic tables and a new tree, donations 
from the estate of Pat Robinson. “It 
looks beautiful down there,” Town 
Administrator Kristi K. Eiane said at 
the July 8 selectmen’s meeting.
 An educator and coach of wom-
en’s college sports, Robinson retired 

to a home on Bailey Island with a view 
of the cove. She contributed to her 
adopted community as a volunteer 
swimming instructor. She died Jan. 1, 
2020, at the age of 93.
 At George J. Mitchell Field, Steward 
Don Miskill will lead a crew of fellow 
volunteers in the construction of two 
racks for seasonal dinghy storage along 
the exterior north wall of the adminis-
tration building garage. The town will 
pay for the materials, a cost of about 
$500 per rack.
 Miskill expects the construction 
of the racks to take a few weeks. Eiane 

called him “an amazing volunteer.”
 Each rack will have four slots, for 
a total of eight. The town has seven 
moorings off the Mitchell Field water-
front. Boaters will pay $50 per season 
for a slot. They must remove their din-
ghies by Nov. 1.
 The town landing at Tide Mill 
Cove has a new set of granite stairs to 
the water. Visitors to the landing can 
walk down to the water or use the site 
as a hand-carry launch for kayaks and 
other small craft.
 “The erosion control is a living 

N E W S  B R I E F S

Harpswell Neck Fire & Rescue is      
seeking ambulance drivers and EMTs.  

All training and equipment is provided at 
no cost to you.   

A two-day emergency vehicle training 
course is being offered Sept. 25th- 26th. 

 

Contact Deb at HNFR911@gmail.com or 
(207) 833-6714 for more information. 

New granite steps facilitate access to the shore at the Tide Mill Cove town 
landing. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO) continued on next page
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Take a tour of Harpswell featuring 80 photos covering North Harpswell, Harpswell Cen-
ter, Harpswell South and West, Cundy’s Harbor, Casco Bay, Bailey Island, Eagle Island, 
Little Mark Island and more!

Search: maineanencyclopedia.com/harpswell

or maineanencyclopedia.com

The Encyclopedia, based in Harpswell, includes 
articles about every city and town in Maine, most 
plantations and many unorganized townships, with 
9,000 photos, 80 maps, and over 160 videos.

A series of articles trace historic events of Maine 
from before statehood. A calendar notes significant 
anniversaries since statehood to the current time.

Try Maine An Encyclopedia.com FREE!

Welcome to Harpswell, Route 123

Wharf and boats in Cundys Harbor  (2005) Mackerel Cove from Steamboat Wharf Ln (2010)

The Bay from Bailey Island (2007)

• Conserved land
• Walking trails
• Access to the shore
• Events & educational resources 

for all ages
• Forest Playground
• And much more!

Learn more about your local land 
trust online at www.hhltmaine.org.

Our family of caregivers  
becomes an extension of yours. 
Mid Coast Senior Health offers peace of mind for you and 
your loved one by providing personalized, compassionate, 
physician-directed care in a residential setting. 

Rehabilitation at Bodwell  
Assisted Living at Thornton Hall  
Memory Care at The Garden  
Long-Term Nursing at Mere Point

For more information, call (207) 373-3646 or visit  
www.midcoastseniorhealth.com.

WWW.MIDCOASTSENIORHEALTH.COM

 

N E W S  B R I E F S

shoreline environment, which is really 
cool,” Eiane said.
 Voters approved the use of town 
funds for the Tide Mill project in 2020. 
The town contracted Linkel Construc-
tion Inc., of Topsham, to do the job for 
a price of $42,235.80.

Salvaged boat removed 
from Bailey Island beach
 The town recently demolished 

and removed a boat from the beach at 
Mackerel Cove.
 The boat sank to the bottom of the 
cove about a year ago, Harbor Master 
Paul Plummer told the selectmen June 
24. The town had sought to have the 
boat removed by its owner ever since.
 On June 22, the owner contacted 
the town and said he had removed the 
boat and towed it to the beach. But 
with the owner unlikely to remove 
it from the beach immediately and 

the Fourth of July just 10 days away, 
Plummer asked the board of select-
men for approval to have the boat dis-
mantled and hauled away.
 “We didn’t want it there during the 
Fourth of July because we know it’s a 
really busy time to be on the beach. 
… It’s now on the beach,” Plummer 
said. “We have about a week to get rid 
of it.”
 The board authorized the use of 
a marine hazard fund for the work 
and asked the town administrator to 
recover as much of the cost as possible 
from the owner.
 R. A. Webber & Sons Inc., of 
Harpswell, removed the boat soon 
after the meeting. Plummer said the 
work cost about $2,400 and the town 
expects the owner of the vessel to cov-
er $1,000.

Harpswell Business 
Association regroups
 After a strange year full of uncertain-
ty due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Harpswell Business Association plans to 

regroup and set goals for the rest of 2021 
and 2022.
 The association has more than 100 
members and always welcomes more. It 
has a board of directors and many com-
mittees in need of members to promote 
and support the goals of the association.
 “We strongly appreciate the unique 
attributes Harpswell has to offer and the 
importance of a unified business com-
munity,” said Richard Moseley, associa-
tion president. “We support each other in 
the concept to buy local whenever possi-
ble.”
 To join the association, or to volun-
teer for a leadership or committee role, 
contact Moseley at 833-2399 or coastal-
cottageslookoutpoint@gmail.com.

200-year-old sugar maple  
taken down on Neck
 On July 14, a sugar maple estimated 
at over 200 years old came to its end.
 The tree, next to the town pound and 
the Harpswell Historical Society, may 
have been planted at the same time the 
meetinghouse was built, circa 1758, ac-

cording to South Harpswell arborist Ben 
Stuart.
 Harpswell Road Commissioner Ron 
Ponziani had determined that the tree 
was dangerous after a large limb fell over 
a stone wall a week before. The town 
hired Stuart to take it down. Another 
limb had fallen into a neighbor’s yard last 
summer. ⚓

A boat awaits demolition and removal from the beach at Mackerel Cove on 
June 24.  (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

The town plans to leave the stump of 
a circa-1758 sugar maple intact and 
may plant another sugar maple in its 
center. (JEREMY JONES PHOTO)

continued from previous page
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Merriconeag Yachting Association celebrates 100 years

BY BILL MULDOON
 The course of sailboat racing on 
Merriconeag Sound was charted 
more than a century ago through 
the prescient vision of a Har-
vard-educated orthopedic surgeon 
from St. Louis.
 Dr. Roland Otto Meisenbach, 
forever known as RoRo, was fas-
cinated by sailing from the time of 
his first trip to Harpswell during the 

summer of 1900. An enthusiastic 
member of the Harvard Yacht Club 
during his medical school years, 
RoRo connected on later visits with 
Harpswell fishermen, hardworking 
skippers who predated widespread 
recreational sailing. As these re-
lationships grew, so did RoRo’s 
foresight of the potential for rec-
reational sailing in Harpswell. The 
Merriconeag Yachting Association, 

celebrating its 100th anniversary in 
2021, is the living embodiment of 
RoRo's dream. 
 Following a winter sledding in-
jury immediately prior to Ameri-
can involvement in World War I, 
RoRo took time to recuperate at a 
Harpswell cottage. According to his 
grandson, Harpswell resident and 
current Merriconeag Yachting As-
sociation Commodore Rick Meis-
enbach, RoRo encountered another 
seasonal resident also coping with 
a walking impairment. Ultimate-
ly, he offered his surgical skills and 
operated on this woman with an 
excellent outcome. Delighted with 
the result, the woman offered RoRo 
favorable terms on her Harpswell 
property, in which none of her 
family had any interest. This prop-
erty established the land roots from 
which the association would grow.
 Informal racing occurred 
during the century’s second decade 
but was suspended for the duration 
of World War I. By the summer of 
1921, a committee of prominent 
seasonal residents assembled, for-
malizing both the association and 
its summer racing series.

 Marion Vinal Meisenbach, Ro-
Ro’s wife and ardent sailing partner, 
drew on her nautical heritage gath-
ered while growing up in Marble-
head, Massachusetts, serving as an 
officer and meticulous statistician 
of the nascent association. Annual 
dues were deliberately kept mini-
mal.
 Sarah Brendler, of Harpswell 
and Brunswick, whose parents, 
Ralph and Sally Childs, were part 
of the earliest days of the associa-
tion, recalled the critical distinction 
between yachting “association” and 
“club.”
 “It was an association of sailors 
who just wanted to race,” Brendler 
said. 
 Rick Meisenbach remarked that 
even today, at $40, annual dues re-
main low.
 By the end of the 1930s, the 
Merriconeag Yachting Association 
was regularly hosting the Casco Bay 
Interclub Race Series, which, ac-
cording to contemporaneous logs, 
might have seen more than 100 
boats from Portland, South Port-
land and Mere Point competing on 
Merriconeag Sound. These popular 

races were a precursor to the ex-
pansion of activity the association 
was poised to achieve after laying 
low for the duration of World War 
II.
 Throughout the 1950s and 
1960s, the Merriconeag Yachting 
Association reflected the emer-
gence of young families and the 
larger boats, dominant during the 
early years, were increasingly off-
set by various classes of smaller 
boats, including Turnabouts, Small 
Points, and Lightnings. A board of 
proprietors was formed to own and 
manage the association property, 
by then firmly established as its sea-
sonal gathering place. 
 The wind fully shifted toward 
youth as the 1960s took hold. The 
proprietors duly adjusted the asso-
ciation’s sails with the appointment 
of seasonal stewards charged with 
caring for the property and floats, 
as well as overseeing sailing edu-
cation. Sarah Brendler, mother of 
the first steward, Chaz Brendler, re-
called baby boomers (then tweens 
and teenagers) eager to get their 
hands on the tiller under her son’s 

Dr. Roland Otto “RoRo” Meisenbach and his wife, Marion Vinal Meisenbach. 
RoRo Meisenbach’s vision and Marion Meisenbach’s skills led to the forma-
tion and growth of the Merriconeag Yachting Association.

continued on next page
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BY JANICE THOMPSON
On July 11, a standing room-only 
crowd gathered at the Merriconeag 
Grange to celebrate the publication 
of “Glimpses of Harpswell Past and 
Present: Stories Celebrating Maine’s 
Bicentennial.”
 The book, the brainchild of Lili Ott 
and her husband John and a joint proj-
ect with the Harpswell Historical Soci-
ety, is a 300-page, beautifully designed 
collection of articles about all aspects 
of Harpswell’s history. Among the 
topics are agriculture, fishing, tourism, 
transportation, business, architecture, 
education, food and demographics. 
The book also features a variety of 
photographs, both new and old. Some 
stories are fictional renditions of real 
characters, and there is even a poetry 
section.
 “The thing I loved the most about 
this project,” said Lili Ott as she busily 
autographed guests’ books during the 
launch event, “is working with such 
a great team. Over 30 Harpswell resi-
dents offered to contribute their writ-
ing, and the committee was awesome.”
 All of the writers did the work as 
volunteers, as did the Harpswell Bi-
centennial Committee: the Otts, along 
with Sam Alexander, Carol Coultas 

and Rob Porter. 
 “You’ll see that the articles are writ-
ten by newcomers and people from 
old Harpswell families like mine,” said 
Alexander, whose ancestors founded 
the town back in the 1700s. “Harp-
swell has a deep, rich history, but it is 
also changing. I don’t go for that old 
argument that old is good, new is bad. 
We’re all in this together; these stories 
belong to all of us.”
 Porter agrees. “There is a lot of con-
tinuity to the town’s history,” he said. 
“When you look at the list of founding 
families in our book, you recognize the 
names of people who live here today. 
But at the same time, we benefit from 
the more recent residents and what 
they bring to our community.”
 The back jacket of the book reads: 
“Harpswell is a town that captures the 
heart of visitors, of newcomers and 
of families who have lived here for 
generations. (This book) explores the 
history, tells the stories, and examines 
the livelihoods, beliefs and pastimes 
of its residents. The volunteers who 
have written the chapters and tales 
offer personal reflections and capture 
the character of the people and events 
that have shaped the town over time. 
May this book help you find your own 

place in this special community.”
 Books were sold for $18.20 at the 
launch party (in honor of the bicen-
tennial) and the committee plans to 
sell them at local venues, including 
the School House 1913 restaurant, 
the Island Candy Company, Hol-
brook’s General Store and Pammy’s 
Ice Cream. The editorial committee 
is in the process of getting them into 
other Harpswell stores. The book will 
also be sold at Gulf of Maine Books 
in Brunswick.
 A grant from the Maine Bicen-
tennial Commission supported the 
project, along with gifts from the 
Grange and “a number of generous 
donors in the town,” John Ott said.
 “We received an advance copy 
a few days ago,” one party guest 
commented after purchasing three 
additional copies at the event, “and 
we haven’t been able to put it down 
since. This isn’t just dry history. These 
stories draw you in. They make you 
proud to be part of this town.”
 The editors dedicated the book 
to Helen and Walter Norton, “ac-
knowledging with gratitude Helen’s 
ongoing friendship and support, 
and Walter’s enduring legacy.” The 
Nortons’ “philanthropy and ongo-
ing involvement and support for the 
preservation of Harpswell’s histor-
ic landscape, buildings and culture 
have been exceptional,” the dedica-
tion says.
 “The collaboration among those 
who produced ‘Glimpses of Harp-
swell Past and Present’ was wonder-
ful to see,” Helen Norton said. “Those 
involved, from the photographers, 
writers and editors to those strug-
gling with minutiae of the project, 
deserve to be extremely proud.
 “The book is a gem of town and 
personal histories and also show-
cases the number of talented people 
who call Harpswell home. I was hon-
ored to be a part of this project.” ⚓

watchful eyes. 
 “There were definitely more 
young sailors,” said one of them, 
Beth (Dunlap) Muldoon. Her sis-
ter, Sally (Dunlap) Moulton, added, 
“It was our life during the summer 
and we spent every day on the water 
learning to race.”
 The association also became 
more prominent in the larger coast-
al Maine sailing community. Over 
the full decade, during which 10 
stewards served, it was their job to 
ferry sailors in for a shower and, 
needless to say, often a cocktail or 
two.
 Moulton, who served as the as-
sociation’s steward and sailing in-
structor during the 1970 season, 
recalled one special visitor.
 “A nice old ketch entered our 
harbor,” recalled Moulton. Stand-
ing on the starboard rail near the 
helm was a “gray-haired, extremely 
polite gentleman” to whom she in-
troduced herself by calling out her 
name.
 “He said, ‘I’m Walter Cronkite,’ in 
a very matter-of-fact way,” laughed 
Moulton.
 And that’s the way it was that 
warm July evening as someone else 
held down the CBS anchor desk 
while Cronkite dropped a different 

anchor and enjoyed some Mer-
riconeag Yachting Association hos-
pitality.
 The ability to adjust to shifting 
winds and seas has always been the 
association’s strength. As the 1970s 
unfolded, the young sailors, who fu-
eled the vitality of sailing education 
and multiple racing classes on all 
those August Saturdays, were grow-
ing older.
 The proprietors “didn’t see a fu-
ture for the youth sailing program,” 
Muldoon said, and they ultimately 
decided to sell the association prop-
erty.
 But property is not spirit. And 
it’s the spirit of sailing, racing and, 
perhaps most importantly, being to-
gether with friends during the sum-
mer in Harpswell that has always 
held the association on its course. 
“What motivated MYA was sailing 
and racing,” Muldoon said. “It was 
never about having a fancy club-
house.”
 Now in its second century, sail-
ing, racing and friendship continue 
to guide the Merriconeag Yachting 
Association. Currently, the associa-
tion has more than 70 active mem-
bers.
 The annual racing season begins 
in late July and extends through the 
end of August. A Skipper’s Chowder 
Lunch precedes the starting gun of 
the first race and an end-of-season 
potluck accompanies the awarding 
of trophies to racing series winners.
 Rick Meisenbach, the commo-
dore, sees the association in another 
transition, waters it has navigated 
before. He points to new members 
joining each year and has strong 
faith in the association’s future. “The 
longevity of MYA is unique,” he 
said.
 And somewhere RoRo is smil-
ing!
 Bill Muldoon, of Harpswell, is a 
photographer and serves on several 
nonprofit boards. He’s reachable at 
harpswellmaine@gmail.com. ⚓
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"Art 'n' Oysters" 
GunPoint Cove Gallery

 
Fine art/photography joins 
with Devil's Back Oysters, 

farmed here 
207-319-5885

1241 Harpswell Islands Road
Orr’s Island, ME

Open daily or by appointment

continued from previous page Crowd packs Grange to launch ‘Glimpses of Harpswell’

The editors and writers of “Glimpses of Harpswell Past and Present: Stories Celebrating Maine’s Bicentennial” pose 
for a photo outside the Merriconeag Grange on July 11. (JERRY KLEPNER PHOTO)
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BY J .W.  OL I V E R
 The Brunswick Rotary Club 
presented its second annu-
al Walter H. “Doc” Phillips 
Memorial Award to Harp-
swell resident Mary Ann Nahf 
during a ceremony at the town 
office on June 24.
 The award recognizes a 
“community member who has 
demonstrated dedicated in-
volvement” in a field of Doc’s 
interest,” such as conservation, 
education, science, water qual-
ity or volunteerism in general.
 “I believe Mary Ann fulfilled 
every single one of the catego-
ries,” said Reed Coles, executive 
director of the Harpswell Heri-
tage Land Trust.
 “Many of us are familiar with 
Mary Ann and many of us find 
it difficult to believe she does as 
much as she does,” Coles said.
 Nahf chairs the Harpswell 
Conservation Commission, 
which she joined in 2002. She 
sits on the Harpswell Heritage 
Land Trust Board of Trustees 
and chairs its lands committee, 
among numerous roles in local 
government and nonprofits.
 Coles sees her “most lasting 
contributions” as the conserva-
tion commission’s development 
of the town’s open space plan, 
which serves as a guide for both 
the land trust and the town with 
regard to conservation; and 
“her work on trying to antici-
pate climate change and build 
resilience into all our planning 
and our local infrastructure.”
 In recent years, she has led 
the commission’s examination 
of the effects climate change 
and particularly sea level rise 
will have on Harpswell.
 She obtained a grant for the 

town to study “what will happen 
when Basin Cove overflows Ba-
sin Point Road and how much it 
will cost — which is a lot — to 
fix that problem,” Coles said.

 “I think that Mary Ann is 
really a prime example of the 
value that many Harpswell cit-
izens bring to us on a volunteer 
basis,” Coles said. “This town, 

I believe, could not operate, 
and I know the land trust could 
not operate, without the kind 
of volunteers Mary Ann rep-
resents and the commitment 
she makes to the town and to 
its needs.”
 Nahf called the award “espe-
cially gratifying” because of her 
friendship with Doc Phillips, 
whom she called a mentor.
 Doc Phillips moved to Harp-
swell in 1982. He founded the 
land trust’s nature day camp, 
which Nahf later ran for about 
10 years. A Rotarian for more 
than 40 years, he served on the 
conservation commission and 
the land trust board, among 
many volunteer activities. He 
died Sept. 17, 2019, at the age 
of 93. His widow, Joan Phillips, 
attended Thursday’s ceremony.

 Nahf said that when she 
moved to Bailey Island in 2000, 
volunteerism helped her meet 
people, which “is a little more 
difficult when you don’t have 
kids in first grade anymore.”
 She called her work with the 
land trust and the town “a lot 
of fun” and spread credit for 
the conservation commission’s 
work to her fellow members. 
She then introduced her family, 
visiting from Belgium.
 Brunswick Rotary Club 
President-elect Fred Horch and 
Rotarian Dave Taft presented 
the award. A plaque hangs in 
the town office with the names 
of the award recipients.
 Nahf bookended the cer-
emony with volunteerism, as 
camera operator for the meet-
ing. ⚓

Brunswick Rotary honors Harpswell volunteer

Harpswell volunteer Mary Ann Nahf speaks during a ceremony at the town 
office on June 24. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)

ANNOUNCING THE LAUNCH
of our new website:

HARPSWELLANCHOR.ORG
* You can now read not only our newspaper articles but also constantly 

updated news stories and Facebook posts all in one place!

* Archival copies of the new Anchor will be available for viewing.

* The website events page complements our printed calendar by including 
public events hosted by nonprofit, for-profit businesses and individuals.

* Also included: a brand-new community page, with links to 
Harpswell nonprofits and the town websites. 

* Have a story idea? Letter to the editor? A listing for events? 
General feedback? Check out our “submissions” tab.

* All this is free to the community, thanks to the generous support 
of our donors and sponsors.
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HOLBROOK’S  
General Store

984 Cundy’s Harbor Road
Harpswell, Maine 04079

(207) 406-4436

• Groceries • Cigarettes • Dairy
• Farm Fresh Eggs • Baked Goods • Cookies
• Ice Cream & Scoop • Beer & Wine    
• Coffee/Iced Coffee • and more!

Open Daily:
5AM–6PM Find us on Facebook: Holbrooks General Store

(207) 721-0472
992 Cundy’s Harbor Rd • Harpswell, ME

We Cook, Deliver Locally, and Ship 
Live Lobsters Year Round

Apparel • Books • Decor • and more

HAWKES’ 
LOBSTER and GIFTS

www.hawkeslobstermaine.com

Gift Certificates Available!

NOW OPEN: 11AM–6PM Thursday & Friday 
10AM–7PM Saturday 10AM–6PM Sunday  

OR by appointment or by chance 

Lobster Grille

Holbrook’s
986 Cundy’s 
Harbor Rd
Harpswell, 
ME 04079

Hours: 12–8pm         Sunday – Thursday

Selling homemade family style meals  
from Holbrook’s Lobster Grille!

• Soups • Salads • Pasta Dishes
• Shepherd’s Pie • Chicken Pot Pie • Quiches
• Whoopie Pies • Catering • and more!

Grab n Go Warmer — Breakfast Sandwiches, Burgers, 
Chicken Tenders, Potstickers, and other fried foods

Delivery and  
Curbside Available

Wild Oats Bakery and Café Partnership

Welcome Back 

Harpswell Anchor!

HAH Home Repairs Team ready for more work
BY ROB MONTANA
HARPSWELL AGING AT HOME
 The impact of Harpswell Aging at 
Home’s Home Repairs Team can be felt 
in the words of seniors who have bene-
fited from the team’s help.
 “This is the second time you have 
helped us,” said a Harpswell senior, 
“and every time I grasp the rails you 
constructed at both our front and back 
doors, I say a little note of thanks to you.”
 “The deck is beautiful as well as very 
comforting to be able to walk across it 
without the fear of falling through,” an-
other said. “I thank you with my whole 
heart for the work done to help me be 
able to stay in my home.”
 The Home Repairs Team has been 
working its way back from coronavi-
rus-related delays in projects during 
the last 16 months and is ready to tackle 
new projects for Harpswell seniors to 
keep their homes safer, warmer and 
drier.
 “We’ve gotten almost no applica-
tions for home repairs in the last couple 
of months,” said team member Bob 
Bauman, adding that the team is “ea-
ger” for more work.
 “We know a lot of people delayed 

because of COVID,” said Home Re-
pairs Chairperson Steve Ingram. He 
said the team works with homeowners 
to ensure they feel safe, with coronavi-
rus precautions being taken.
 Team members are not wearing 
masks for outside work, Bauman said, 
but they are for inside work. Addition-

ally, when inside a home, members are 
trying to maintain a 6-foot distance 
from homeowners.
 And all members of the Home Re-
pairs Team are fully vaccinated.
 “We did ask all the guys to get vacci-
nated and they did,” Bauman said. “No-
body even hesitated.”

 Bauman said the Harpswell Aging 
at Home website has a list of about 60 
different types of work the team will un-
dertake.
 “Most common is handrails and 
grab bars, replacing burned-out electri-
cal fixtures and faulty plumbing — sink 
faucets, mostly — and replacing rotted 

wood on stairs and handrails,” he said.
 Ingram encouraged people to think 
about their winter needs — even in 
summer.
 “Any work we can do to make win-
ter a little warmer, a little safer — this is a 
good time to do that,” he said.
 Bauman stressed that what the 
Home Repairs Team does is giving 
back to people who have given to the 
community for many years.
 “This is community payback. The 
team feels honored and privileged to be 
able to help seniors who are not able to 
do the work themselves,” he said. “We 
genuinely appreciate them giving us the 
opportunity to help.”
 Ingram noted that many Harpswell 
Aging at Home volunteers are also ag-
ing at home and hope their neighbors 
will help them when they need it.
 “We’re just helping others do what 
we want to do — age in our own homes 
in a safe and comfortable environment,” 
Ingram said.
 The work done by the Home Re-
pairs Team is free to homeowners, who 
must meet eligibility criteria. To inquire 
about home repairs, call the Harpswell 
town office at 207-833-5771. ⚓

Members of the Home Repairs Team from Harpswell Aging at Home repair a deck on July 15. (DAN HOEBEKE PHOTO)
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trical system.
 Perow said the estimated cost 
for phase two is about $650,000, 
most of it for electrical work. 
 Contractors for the jobs are 
Aceto & Sons Earthwork, of Lew-
iston, and Atlantic Recycling 
Equipment, of Rollinsford, N.H.
 Voters approved the project in 
2019 for construction beginning 
in March 2020. “Then the pan-
demic hit,” Perow said, and the 
town budget wasn’t approved un-
til June. A shortage of steel added 
to the delay.
 There is no town garbage pick-
up, so taxpayers  dispose of their 
own trash at the recycling center 
or transfer station. Perow said 
there are only two private trash 
haulers licensed by the town.
 With up to 800 visitors on a 
typical Saturday during the sum-
mer, it’s so busy that locals joke 
it’s the place to meet friends and 
neighbors.
 Karen Tcheyan, a year-round 
Orr’s Island resident, said she 
loves going to the recycling cen-

ter. “I never know who I’m going 
to run into and what great con-
versations we’re going to have!” 
she said.
 Perow said the facility averag-
es 450-600 people a day and, on 
a Saturday, easily 600-800. In the 
“offseason,” 300-400 people come 
to dispose of their trash or un-
wanted treasures.
 The “high season” used to be 
Memorial Day to Labor Day, but 
“that’s gone out the window,” he 
said. High season is now May 1 
through Oct. 31 and, if the weath-
er holds, the recycling station is 
busy until “leaf peeper season” in 
November.
 What’s the difference between 
the recycling center and the trans-
fer station?
 The recycling center has two 
large bins - one reclaims recy-
clable materials such as paper, 
cardboard, recyclable plastic and 
non-returnable glass bottles. 
 The second bin is for house-
hold trash, non-recyclable pack-
aging, Styrofoam, and other ma-
terials that can’t be reclaimed. 
There also is a smaller bin for re-
turnable bottles and cans, which 
provide about $20,000 in revenue 

for the town.
 In 2017, the center also be-
gan accepting food for compost, 
which goes to Garbage to Garden 
in Portland, a curbside compost 
service that bills itself as “a conve-
nient way to recycle food scraps, 
including meat, dairy and bones, 
to be used to renew our local soil.” 
Last year Harpswell took in 51 
tons of compostable food that was 
delivered to Garbage to Garden. 
 But don’t call the recycling 
center a dump. “I want people to 
recycle, so don’t call it that,” Perow 
said. He corrects residents who 
use the term.
 The transfer station, up a 
short hill to the right of the re-
cycling center, is for the disposal 
of construction debris, furniture, 
refrigerators, tree trimmings, bat-
teries, tires and the like. Unlike 
the recycling center, which does 
not charge taxpayers, there is a 
fee for use of the transfer station. 
A car or truck is weighed  in and 
weighed out, with the difference 
determining the bill. 
 The minimum fee is $1.25 or 
$125 a ton. If the items are not 
sorted, the charge is $250. Solid 
waste goes to the state-owned Ju-

niper Ridge Landfill in Old Town.
 Harpswell’s recycled items are 
trucked to Auburn for sorting 
and distribution and then sold. 
Trash is incinerated at Penob-
scot Energy Recovery Co. in Or-
rington.
 According to its website, in the 
last three decades, the company 
“has generated enough electrici-
ty to power thousands of Maine 
homes and businesses each year, 
while promoting greater recy-
cling and reducing the volume of 
municipal solid waste that ends 
up in the landfill by nearly 90%.”
 Perow said it might be only 
one stop for taxpayers to use the 
recycling and transfer sites, but 
he uses 20 different vendors for 
recycling everything from shin-
gles to electronics.
 In 2019, Perow said, taxpayers 
brought in 1,460 tons of recycla-
bles. That jumped to about 1,700 
tons in 2020 and, as of July 1, re-
cyclables are 6 tons ahead of last 
year.
 The transfer station accepted 
about 1,502 tons of solid waste in 
2019, which dropped to 1,473 in 
2020, during the pandemic. As of 
July 1, the transfer station deliv-

eries were 4.7 tons ahead of last 
year.
 The centralized collection of 
household food and compostable 
waste was about 37 tons in 2018, 
43 tons in 2019, 51 tons in 2020 
and, as of June 1 (the latest esti-
mate), there were an additional 3 
tons over 2020 numbers.
 Total annual revenue from 
the Harpswell facility is about 
$220,000, Perow said, which 
is added to the town’s general 
fund. Expenses for 2020 were 
$460,000. ⚓

Recycling
From Page 1
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phin Marina and Restaurant with 
his brother, Chris. “It could be labor, 
it could be products, it could be pa-
tience. There are a lot of things that 
can be in short supply.”
 “We’re here early in the morning 
and late at night. We wash floors, we 
do dishes, we haul boats, we serve 
drinks. We do everything shoulder to 
shoulder with our staff,” Saxton said. 
“That’s the way the place is run. That’s 
something I learned from my mom.”
 Restaurant owners are no strang-
ers to hard work. Perhaps more con-
cerning, however, is the ripple effect 
of the labor shortage on the supply 
chain. 
 “We’re starting to see the trick-
le-down effect, which is even more 
glaring than we could have predict-
ed,” said Arena, who has experienced 
shortages and delays from vendors. 
“If I can’t get food to my door, then I 
can’t cook food.”
 Arena hopes to increase his 
self-sufficiency and reduce his depen-
dence on suppliers by expanding the 
garden on the property to source as 
many ingredients as possible.
 For some industries, the labor 
shortage is nothing new. According 

to “A Socioeconomic Survey of New 
England Lobster Fishermen,” con-
ducted by the Gulf of Maine Research 
Institute, the average age of a Maine 
lobsterman is 50. Maine ranks first in 
the nation for the highest proportion 
of residents over the age of 65, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau.
 The aging workforce alone is not 
to blame, however. The rising cost of 
property makes it difficult for young 
families to live near the coast, com-
plicating their ability to work in the 
fisheries.
 “There aren’t a lot of young fam-
ilies coming here to live, so we’re 

already up against that,” said Roger 
Allard, 45, a fourth-generation lob-
sterman in Cundy’s Harbor who 
has recently struggled to find crew. 
“There used to be people who came 
around the wharf looking for work, 
looking to get on a boat. Now you see 
them once in a while, but not like you 
used to.”
 “I got a call from a 28-year-old 
from Montauk who’s been commer-
cial fishing his whole life. He wants 
to move to Maine and fish up here. 
He came to Harpswell and had mul-
tiple offers for sternman positions,” 
said Tom Santaguida, 60, a local lob-

sterman who has been searching for 
crew for months and recently set 550 
traps alone for the first time. “But he 
couldn’t find affordable housing.”
 Santaguida, who has worked in 
the commercial fishing industry for 
50 years, said that he has noticed a 
generational shift away from manual 
labor and the trades since the days 
when he and his friends would com-
pete to see who could show up to the 
wharf first at 3:30 a.m. to make $100 
working on a boat for the day.
 Allard called lobstering “a young 
person’s game.” 
 “It’s hard work,” Allard said. “It’s a 

challenge to find someone who wants 
to do manual labor and show up at 
4:30 a.m.”
 “Thirty years ago, a lot of young 
people had the desire to work hard, 
save up, buy a boat and be a fisher-
man,” said Santaguida, who has spent 
time quahogging, dragging dredges 
for blue crabs, long-lining for sword-
fish, gilnetting, groundfishing off the 
Grand Banks and lobstering in Maine 
since 1980. “You just don’t see that 
level of interest in manual labor jobs 
anymore.”
 That generational shift has result-
ed in a loss of cultural nuances that 
have been defined by the trades, ac-
cording to Santaguida.
 “Thirty years ago, everybody 
knew how to mend nets. It was an art, 
a knowledge, a skill that was required 
in the fishing industry,” said Santagu-
ida, who has the skill. “We lost our 
net-mending when we lost our her-
ring fishery and our ground fishery. 
There’s a whole generation that’s gone 
already. You can hardly find anyone 
who knows how to do it now.”
 This phenomenon has become 
commonplace up and down the 
coast of Maine, as fishermen strug-
gle to find their way forward. “There 
are people looking in every harbor. I 
heard that there were 25 out of 100 
boats looking for crew in Friendship 
Harbor,” Allard said.
 “All of the other boats are in the 
same situation. I’m not alone,” said 
Santaguida. He changed the way he 
set his traps this year so he can haul 
them alone if he can’t find help.
 What, then, does the future hold?  
 “Harpswell is in the heart of Cas-
co Bay. It’s a real Maine town, where 
we’re all trying to take care of our core, 
our staff … that culture is everything,” 
Saxton said. “We’re all Mainers at 
heart. We all work so hard — maybe a 
little too hard sometimes.” 
 Only time will tell, but, for now, 
the heart of Harpswell will thrive in 
the grit and spirit of the people who 
call it home. ⚓

Would you like to make a difference in someone’s life?

9 Vicarage Lane, Harpswell, ME  |  (207) 833-5480  |  www.TheVicarageByTheSea.com

WE ARE SEEKING: PSS, CRMA, CNA & ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR

All Shifts

Available:

6a-2p, 2p-10,

10p-6a

• Competitive Wages
• Free CRMA and DCPA certifications
• Pay raise after completion of certifications
• Dental insurance
• Retirement plan
• Vacation time
• Holiday pay
• Year-end bonus

Competitive wages based on position,
experience & credentials.

Experience appreciated, but not required.

You can either call us at 207-833-5480 or email
Johanna Wigg, Ph.D. at jwigg@thevicaragebythesea.com

Join Our Team!
• Operating Foreman
• Dependable Class A or B     
   Truck Drivers
• Septic Technicians
Will Train the Right Person!

Please call us! 207-729-4710 or 207-721-0155
26 Keri Drive, Harpswell, ME 04079

Construction & Septic Services Apply in person at 26 Keri Drive, 
Harpswell or send your resume to 
webberenterprises@outlook.com

Residential Sitework Specialists
• Licensed Septic system Installers • Shoreline Stabilization 
• Ledge Removal-Blast free • Lot Clearing-Tree & Stump Removal 
• Road & Driveway Grading • Foundation Excavation 
• Drainage installation • Utilities Prep • Island work welcome! 
(Barge services available)

Material Deliveries of
Topsoil, Dark bark mulch, Pitch black mulch, Sands, Gravels, 
Crushed stone & ECM.

Septic Services
• Septic tank Cleanings • Holding tank Cleanings 
• Septic System Repairs & Maintenance

Workers
From Page 1

Tom Santaguida stands on his lobster boat at Lookout Point. Santaguida recently set 
550 traps alone for the first time, as he could not find a sternman. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)

Billy (left) and Chris Saxton own The Dolphin Marine and Restaurant, on Basin 
Point. (KELLI PARK PHOTO)
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BY DOUG WA R R EN
 Patricia “Pat” Robinson lived 
a remarkable life. Before she died 
on Jan. 1, 2020, at age 93, she had 
been honored many times for 
her long career as a teacher and 
coach, including 22 years at the 
University of Connecticut. After 
retiring to Bailey Island, she be-
came a familiar fixture in the sea-
side community, lobstering, lead-
ing exercise classes and teaching 
swimming well into her 80s.
 Before Robinson passed away, 
she did another remarkable 
thing. She made a very gener-
ous planned gift to the Orr’s and 
Bailey Islands Fire Department, 
along with several other orga-
nizations that were close to her 
heart. That gift will allow OBIFD 

to establish a designated invest-
ment fund that will help support 
the lifesaving work of its volun-
teer first responders for years to 
come.
 While returns from the invest-
ment account will help defray the 
department’s annual operational 
costs, the OBIFD Board of Direc-
tors has decided to dedicate the 
first $5,000 in proceeds each year 
to fund the Sue Cary/Pat Robin-
son Scholarship. The scholarship 
is available to students who live in 
the OBIFD coverage area and are 
related to first responders, proba-
tionary members of the depart-
ment and board members.
 “I think Pat would be very 
pleased that a portion of her gift 
is being used to promote educa-
tion, which was so important to 
her,” said Margaret Broughall, 
secretary of the OBIFD board 
and head of the fundraising com-
mittee. “Plus, she and Sue (a long-
time department volunteer) were 
close friends, so it’s great they can 
be linked in such a good cause.”
 The OBIFD board has decid-
ed to use a portion of Robinson’s 
gift to immediately help the de-
partment’s first responders keep 
the community safe. At the top 

of the list is a LUCAS 3 chest 
compressor, a mechanical device 
that helps deliver high-quality, 
guidelines-consistent chest com-
pressions to patients in sudden 
cardiac arrest. Firefighters will 
also be getting two new self-con-
tained breathing apparatus, along 
with thermal imaging cameras 
for help in fighting interior fires.
 “Pat’s generous gift to OBIFD 
means that our first responders 
will be better equipped to keep 
our community safe,” said Fire 
Chief Ben Wallace Jr. “What a 
legacy of caring.”
 In an effort to keep volunteers 
comfortable at the Orr’s Island 
Fire Station, the board voted to 
buy two heat pumps for the sec-
ond-floor living quarters (and 
one for the Orr’s Island School-
house next door), along with dor-
mers and gutters to be installed 
over the station doors. First re-
sponders will also benefit from 
a public address system and new 
storage lockers for their personal 
protection equipment.
 “Pat’s generosity will help us 
make improvements that will aid 
in recruitment and retention of 
our volunteers, which is invalu-
able to us,” Wallace added.
 Growing up in New Jersey, 
Robinson was constantly on the 
move, playing as many sports 
as possible. She said it was only 
natural that she pursued physical 
education and enjoyed a 60-year 
career as an educator and coach 

of women’s sports, most of the 
time at UConn.
 Robinson was instrumental 
in bringing equality to women’s 
sports at the national collegiate 
level. Her achievements were rec-
ognized when she was inducted 
as a member of the New Agenda 
Northeast Women’s Hall of Fame 
for her role in the advancement 
of girls and women in sports. She 
was also a member of the Con-
necticut College Athletic Hall of 
Fame.
 Her first teaching assignment 
brought her to Bates College 
in Lewiston. It was then, while 
bringing the Bates Yachting Club 
to Bailey Island, that she made a 
promise to herself: “This is where 
I will retire.”
 In 1975, she kept that promise 
and had a beautiful home built 
on Elden Point, looking out over 
the mouth of Mackerel Cove. The 
house was the talk of the island 
at the time because it included 
a swimming pool — a saltwater 
swimming pool! 
 Robinson quickly became 
involved in local organizations, 
including the Mingo Club and 
the Islands Community Church. 
For 30 years, she was a volun-
teer instructor for the Harpswell 
schools swimming program, and 
she maintained her Red Cross 
swimming instructor certifica-
tion from 1951 until 2007. She 
gave lessons to her friends in her 
saltwater pool until the age of 89 

and led exercise classes at the for-
mer Brunswick Naval Air Station, 
People Plus and elsewhere until 
she turned 90. Her friends recall 
her personal motto, which she of-
ten repeated: “If you don’t use it, 
you lose it!”
 Robinson’s commitment and 
generosity toward the island 
community continues after her 
demise. Her gifts to the Mid 
Coast Hunger Prevention Pro-
gram and a variety of local orga-
nizations, along with OBIFD, will 
benefit Harpswell residents and 
visitors for decades to come.
 (Editor’s Note: An earlier ver-
sion of this story appeared in the 
OBIFD spring/summer newslet-
ter.) ⚓

Harpswell Community TV 
seeks a community-minded person for a Manager’s Assistant position. 

This is a ground floor opportunity to learn all aspects of running a local, community PEG-TV station. 
Self-starter with the ability to work on your own is essential. 

Able to work with the public, computers and the internet is a must. 
Tasks include, but not limited to: helping the station manager with office work, events calendar, 

fundraising, studio productions and other tasks. 
Knowledge of video editing helpful, but we can train the right person. 

Position will eventually require an occasional evening. 
If interested please contact Donna at 207-833-2363 or at harpswelltv@yahoo.com

Bailey Island resident’s bequest to OBIFD leaves ‘legacy of caring’

Pat Robinson leads an exercise class 
at the University of Connecticut.
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The Cribstone Bridge
Collection

Our Cribstone Collection includes intricate line details reminiscent 
of the unique bridge designed by Llewellyn N. Edwards.

We think you will agree both the iconic bridge and our 
collection are treasures to be truly appreciated.

Explore our full collection online and in person in Brunwick, ME.

The distinct crisscrossed design of Harpswell’s Cribstone 
Bridge allows the ebbs and flows of the ocean to pass through 
without compromise to its structure. Made from local granite 

and using no adhesives, this unique and ingenious design 
embraces both strength and permeability.

It is in this spirit that we designed our Cribstone Collection 
of jewelry pieces; a tribute to the power of nature met 

with the creativity of humanity.

Crafted from replicated “bars” made in oxidized 
gold and silver, our Cribstone Collection represents 

fortitude and resilience. For A Life Worth Celebrating

147 Maine Street | Brunswick, ME 04011     www.keithfieldgoldsmith.com     207-725-5141
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Tree Care Specialists

  David Gillis Design  ·  Harpswell Anchor: 5.8685” X 2”  ·  06/18/21  ·  WellTree-HA-3colX2

Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Repair & Upgrades

info@fkby.com    (207) 833-6885

Property Management

Caretaking

Debris Clearing

Plowing & Sanding

Concierge Services

Cleaning

Cell:  207-522-2582
david@safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

David Johnson

 Ser v i ng  Brun sw i c k  & t h e  Harp sw e l l  Is l and s  













www.safeharbourpropertymanagement.com

SAFE HARBOUR
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & RENTALS

Student artists recognized for 
illustration of town report
BY J.W. OLIVER
 The student artists whose work 
illustrates the front and back covers 
of the 2020 town report received 
framed copies from the town on 
July 8.
 The students submitted their 
drawings and paintings in response 
to a question: “What do you love 
about Harpswell?”
 The front cover consists of a 
collage, with work by five students. 
Sixth grader Gavin Matthews drew 
a lobster, crab and shrimp. Fourth 
grader Luke LaRose contributed a 
cardinal, while third grader Ryan 
Coulon added a trio of smiling 
seals. Third grader Maya Wallace 
painted a sunset, kindergartner 
Gabriel Coulon a boat on the water.
 Sixth grader Lila LaRose paint-
ed a landscape that encompasses 
the entire back cover.
 The Harpswell Board of Select-
men presented the framed covers 
to the students. Kevin Johnson, 
chair of the board, congratulated 
and thanked them. He said their 
work made for “probably the best 
town report I’ve seen.”  
 Town Administrator Kristi K. 
Eiane also complimented the stu-
dents.

 “We’ve had so many people 
compliment the town on your art-
work, so thank you,” Eiane said. 
“I think we all needed a reason to 
smile and when people got that 
town report in the mail and they 
looked at the cover, they were very 
positive about it.”
 Eiane came up with the idea for 
the cover, according to Harpswell 
Recreation Director Gina Perow. 
“The kiddos had such a difficult 
2020 year with school through 

COVID we thought it would be 
fun to do an art project,” Perow 
said in an email.
 The recreation department so-
licited submissions through fliers 
and online. The town received 
nine submissions and chose six, 
based on what best fit both the di-
mensions and the theme.
 All the student art is on display 
in the lobby of the town office, 
where it will remain throughout 
the summer. ⚓

 “The whole country is watching 
us,” McCreight said.
 Howe said the program would 
not be difficult to replicate. The key 
ingredients are time, storage space, 
and access to a disposal method.
 After each take-back, the Maine 
State Fire Marshal’s Office collects 
the flares and disposes of them in 
an incinerator suitable for the pur-
pose. But the agency needs a new 
incinerator.
 All of this inspired McCreight’s 
bill, L.D. 514, “An Act To Establish 
and Promote a System of Safe Dis-
posal of Expired Marine Flares.”
 The bill directs the state’s com-
missioner of public safety to “estab-
lish and oversee a program for the 
convenient and safe collection of 
expired marine flares”; to “establish 
a program for the safe, nonpollut-
ing disposal” of those flares; and to 
educate the public about expired 
marine flares.
 As part of the collection process, 
the commissioner will work with 
fire departments, marinas, munic-
ipalities and other entities to collect 
flares. The Maine Department of 
Public Safety will also collect flares 
directly from commercial fisher-
men and recreational boaters who 
contact the department.
 McCreight has introduced the 

bill in three legislative sessions. 
The first two times, the bill re-
ceived bipartisan support but met 
with unexpected obstacles. Former 
Gov. Paul LePage vetoed the bill 
the first time. The second time, the 
bill appeared likely to pass until the 
COVID-19 pandemic halted the 
Legislature’s work.
 In this session, the bill received 
unanimous support from the 
Criminal Justice and Public Safe-
ty Committee. It went “under the 
hammer” in the House and Senate, 
which means each body passed 
it without objection; and found 
support in the all-important Ap-
propriations and Financial Affairs 
Committee. 
 The Maine Department of Ma-
rine Resources will fund the bill 
from its budget. The price tag is 
$46,500 for the first year, includ-
ing the cost of the “mobile thermal 
destruction unit,” then $5,000 for 
each of the next three years, ac-
cording to the bill’s fiscal note.
 Gov. Janet Mills signed the bill 
on July 8, a moment McCreight 
celebrated.
 “This has been my heart bill,” 
she said. “It’s my mission to get it to 
happen.”
 The town continues to accept 
flares at the Orr’s and Bailey Islands 
Fire Department, 1600 Harpswell 
Islands Road, Orr’s Island, from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays. Ring 
the doorbell to drop off. ⚓

Flares
From Page 4

The students whose art graces the front and back covers of the 2020 town 
report pose for a photo with framed copies, gifts from the town. From left: 
Ryan Coulon, Gabriel Coulon, Luke LaRose, Lila LaRose, Maya Wallace, 
Gavin Matthews, and Selectman Kevin Johnson. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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Serving dinner and weekend brunch,  
we focus on creative, internationally-

influenced takes on local favorites in our 
remodeled early 20th century school house.

www.schoolhouse1913.com

SEASONAL MENUS | FULL BAR | SPECIAL EVENTS AND PRIVATE PARTIES

Call for reservations today! 207.295.2029
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BY ROBIN CASEY
 Well, having all three of our grand-
kids here in July was certainly a good 
reminder that we need to plan rainy 
day activities and outings, not just out-
door ones!
 Indoor activities: For our toddler 
granddaughter, Ella, we spent a lot of 
time with crayons and various “cook-
ing” utensils. I’d found a secondhand 
toddler shopping cart, with plastic 
food, which she played with repeat-
edly. Facebook Marketplace and resale 
stores selling gently used toys are great 
sources, including Sweet Repeats in 
Freeport (sweetrepeatsmaine.com), 
Lots for Tots in Falmouth (lotsfor-
totsne.com) and Buy Low Baby in 
Bath (207-442-9555).
 Our 6- and 9-year-old grandkids 
loved the in-house scavenger hunt 
their aunt and uncle made for them, 
with clues put in numbered enve-
lopes and hidden in various locations 
throughout the house. Their reward 
was a scoop of ice cream.
 Another favorite activity is making 
slime and/or play dough. Both are easy 
and fun. Lots of different recipes are 
available online, including at thebes-
tideasforkids.com. This site also has 
free, printable cards for various bingo 
games, including “summer bingo” and 
“camping bingo.”
 Outside activities: The Harpswell 
Heritage Land Trust has, with the 
help of many volunteers, created a 
children’s Forest Playground. Made 
as a portable pop-up, the Forest Play-
ground rotates to different sites each 
summer. This summer it is locat-
ed, until late September, at Skolfield 
Shores Preserve.
 The playground is designed to 
encourage young people to move, 

explore and use their senses to ob-
serve the natural world around them. 
The playground provides prompts, 
activities and tools to aid children in 
their discoveries. You can learn more 
about and see pictures of the Forest 
Playground at hhltmaine.org/for-
est-playground. Directions to the pre-
serve can be found at hhltmaine.org/
get-outdoors/skolfield-shores-pre-
serve.
 Tennis anyone? Playing tennis or 
pickleball is a fun activity for most 
children. According to the town, the 
only public courts in Harpswell are lo-
cated just north of the Kellogg Church 
in Harpswell Center. They are first 
come, first served. The courts are not 
in top condition, but I’ve heard there is 
a move afoot to improve them.
 Who doesn’t have a sweet tooth? 
No child’s visit is complete without 
a “field trip” to get ice cream or other 
sweets. Island Candy Store, on Orr’s Is-
land, offers ice cream, delicious home-
made chocolates and other treats, as 
well as gifts made by local residents. It 
also has a lovely, gated flower garden 
outside. It’s a delight to visit: orrsisland-
candy.com.
 On the Neck, don’t miss Pammy’s 
Ice Cream Parlor, a treat for all, located 
at the entry to Mitchell Field. Pammy’s, 
where almost everything from her car 
to the outdoor furniture is pink, of-
fers a wide variety of Round Top Ice 
Cream treats for all ages and delightful 
homemade gifts. Sometimes you’ll 
even encounter a musician or local 
craftsperson there. Find Pammy’s Ice 
Cream Parlor on Facebook.
 In Cundy’s Harbor, Holbrooks 
General Store has ice cream (scooped) 
and candies to satisfy every sweet 

tooth. Enjoy while walking around the 
wharf and watching the lobster and 
fishing boats bringing in their catch. 
It doesn’t get any more “Maine” than 
this! See facebook.com/holbrooksgen-
eralstore.
 Last but not least, no search for 
sweets is complete without a trip to 
Land’s End Gift Shop (facebook.com/
landsendgiftshop) at the end of Bailey 
Island, where their famous home-
made fudge comes in a variety of fla-
vors. Other candies and lots of Maine 
souvenirs are available. Don’t miss a 
walk outside to see the lobsterman 
memorial statue and one of the pretti-
est water scenes in the state.
 Let’s get wet! What is better than 
swimming on a hot summer’s day? 
Harpswell and Brunswick offer many 
wonderful places to swim! In Harp-
swell, public beaches include those 
at Mitchell Field, Bailey Island Beach 
(next to Land’s End), Stover’s Point, 
Cedar Beach, and Potts Point Pre-
serve. Be careful to observe parking 
and other signs at any beach so as not 
to disturb local residents.
 In Brunswick, Coffin Pond offers 
a sandy beach and chlorinated fresh-
water pond with a 55-foot water slide. 
There’s a small fee but it has restrooms, 
parking, lifeguards and a playground. 
It’s open from mid-June to mid-Au-
gust: tinyurl.com/bktxmszd. Also in 
Brunswick, you can swim and play in 
the lovely tidal water off the beautiful 

sandy beach that overlooks Thomas 
Bay. There’s plenty of parking, a play-
ground area and a small entry fee: 
thomaspointbeach.com. 
 Children enjoy other water activ-
ities available in Harpswell. Fishing 
and crabbing off the town dock on the 
Neck (or any dock or wharf near you) 
is very popular with kids. We bor-
rowed, then bought, an inexpensive 
crab trap (email me if you want details) 
that our grandkids loved using during 

their visit.
 Beach fun also includes hunts for 
sea glass and heart stones, as well as 
investigating tide pools, such as those 
at Potts Point Preserve.
 I hope to start receiving readers’ sug-
gestions about the things they’ve partic-
ularly enjoyed doing with the children 
in their lives, regardless of the season, 
so I can include them in this column. I 
can’t do this alone! Send me your ideas 
at robinacasey@gmail.com. ⚓

Harpswell Garden Club is now 
taking orders for fall mums and 

asters. 
Email Tuckie@comcast.net to place your order by 
September 3. Mums and asters will be available for 
pick up on Friday, September 10, between 2 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. at Centennial Hall, Route 123, Harp-
swell Center. Proceeds benefit our community. 

207-837-2920

Advertise with Us!
We have a whole range of prices 

available for businesses of all sizes.

Are you a small company who wants 
to send your message to residents in 

Harpswell and Beyond?

We are expanding our section of busi-
ness card-sized ads -- Call Today!

Make a difference in our community and support local nonprofit journalism!

For more information call Janice at (207) 504-4428, or email 
janice@harspwellanchor.org.

We do small jobs as well!

• Roof and Deck Shoveling in Winter
• Clutter clean out and hauling
• Deconstruction and hauling - decks out                              
   buildings etc.
• Painting small rooms
• Tree clean up and smaller tree removal

You name it, we can do it.  
$35.00 per hour or a fixed price job.

Harpswell, Topsham, Brunswick

207-522-7170 • fox@gwi.net

Grand Adventures: Rainy days, outdoor play, sweet treats and swimming

Kids love to investigate tide pools, like this one at Potts Point Preserve. (ROBIN CASEY PHOTO)
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B Y  B U T C H  L AW S O N
 It was a warm September 
morning. I had walked the 
mile and a quarter from my 
house to the bus stop, from 
where I would be transported 
to a medium-security facility 
in the next town. This would 
be the first day of what would 
be three more years of indoc-
trination and observation in 
that facility and I looked for-
ward to it as one might look 
forward to a root canal with a 
side order of colonoscopy.
 At the bus stop, already ea-
ger and waiting for the bus, 
was a delightfully unfamiliar 
young lady. I was quickly pep-
pered with questions about 

where I lived, what grade I was 
in, whether I had any ciga-
rettes. I did not, but I instantly 
had a new friend with whom 
I would find myself in fairly 
close geographical proximity 
for the next 60 years.
 Over the course of the fol-
lowing school year I learned a 
great deal. Not at school, but 
before and after. I learned that 
gin makes me throw up, cig-
arettes are addictive, and the 
morning bus ride was usually 
safer than the afternoon ride, 
when both bus and driver of-
ten carried the familiar smell 
of whiskey. I also learned that 
although strip poker is most 
assuredly a sin, it can be a 
remarkable learning tool for 
a 15-year-old, adding inter-
esting non-credit chapters to 
otherwise dull textbooks. I’m 
talking math, of course, and 
my new friend was an inspired 
teacher.
 Over time, as years became 
decades and decades became 
lifetimes, I watched my friend 
conquer one adversity after 
another. Through awkwardly 

timed pregnancy, failed mar-
riage, challenging offspring 
who are just as bright as she, 
constant financial pressures 
and the further challenges of 
time and expense of higher 
education while raising a fam-
ily as a single mom, she got her 
law degree and passed the bar 
exam easily.
 Then she specialized in 
pro bono work as a court-ap-
pointed advocate for children 
in difficult, often abusive cir-
cumstances. A steady diet of 
that would be much more than 
I could handle and admitted-
ly it would occasionally get 
to her, but through the years 
she kept on helping those who 
could not help themselves, 
even as she retired from her 
practice.
 The last thing she told me, 
not a week ago, was that she 
knew her time was near its 
end and she was tired. She said 
she had had a good run and 
did not want to drag out the 
inevitable. She hoped the end 
would be quick, not drawn 
out. She had little patience for 
drama now.
 The heart that she had 
shared with so many others 
in the course of her lifetime 
finally had no more to give, 
even to her. Yesterday morn-
ing marked the end of a good 
run. I will miss her for a very 
long time.
 Butch Lawson lives on Bai-
ley Island and is an observer of 
life.

Gift basket delivery
Wine Beer Cheese Chocolate

Black Sheep Wine and Beer Shop

105 Mountain Road
Harpswell, ME 04079

207-725-9284
www.blacksheepwine.com

 

 

All Saints Chapel (Episcopal) 
9 Cooper Lane, Orr’s Island 

 
Join us for our 121st year of summer services 

 
Sundays at 9 a.m. - July 4-September 26 

4 Ash Point Road

Harpswell, Maine
karadouglas2010@gmail.com

207-798-2756
https://fishmoonyoga.com

Prime beef
Fresh seafood
Native berries

Fresh baked bread daily
Variety of deli salads

Homemade pies, cookies, 
whoopie pies & more!

Open Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm         513 Harpswell Neck Road

The Vegetable Corner

Thinking in Public: Close friends

adjust to a change in the elevation 
of the circle. Green remembers 
the story, although he doesn’t re-
call whether the Olympians threw 
from an elevated or sunken circle. 
Either way, the change affected the 
arc of Black’s swing and he fouled 
twice in competition.
 He took the bronze with a 
throw of 49.03 meters, or about 
160 feet, 10 1/2 inches, accord-
ing to the International Olympic 
Committee.
 “He was a little bit disappoint-
ed that he hadn’t won the gold 
medal, because he thought he was 
the best,” Green said.
 He finished third in the nation-
al championships in 1929 and sec-
ond in 1930, according to Track & 
Field News. He sought a return to 
the Olympics in 1932, but didn’t 
qualify.
 Black’s days of competitive 
hammer throwing seem to have 
ended there. He did, however, 
organize a hammer-throwing ex-
hibition on Bailey Island in 1939 
“with many past greats” of the 
event, according to the Maine 
Sports Hall of Fame.
 He worked as a lobster buyer 
for a few years, but spent most of 
his life as a lobsterman. He lob-
stered until the age of 85, while 
finding time to distinguish him-
self in one more sport: candlepin 
bowling.
 “He was a quiet lobsterman, 
a very polite man,” Green said, 
recalling a meeting when Black 
would have been in his 70s or 80s. 

He was “still rugged” and spry — 
during the interview, he picked up 
the hammer and executed “a little 
move,” spinning it slowly around 
his head and feet.
 He was the only Mainer to win 
an Olympic medal in track and 
field until Joan Benoit took gold 
in the marathon in 1984, accord-
ing to Green.
 The Maine Sports Hall of Fame 
inducted Black in 1980. In 1999, 
Sports Illustrated named him 
the fourth-best Maine athlete of 
all time. The 2021 book “Maine’s 
Greatest Athletes” dedicates its 
second chapter to Black.
 Black moved to Massachu-
setts with his son in 1993 and 
died there from complications of 
pneumonia on Oct. 22, 1996. He 
was 91. 
 Black was humble about his 
athletic career, his son told the 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette in 
2008. Just as he once chose lob-
stering over college, he preferred 
to tell fishing stories rather than 
brag about Olympic feats. ⚓

From Page 2

Olympics

Rip Black in his later years. 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF MAINE SPORTS HALL OF FAME)

Kenney Landscaping

Terence and Julie Kenney
207-729-1461
harpswell.landscaping@gmail.com
Family owned and operated since 1972

Fully insured, DEP certifi ed, BBB accredited
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2021 Sebascodegan Artists Exhibition
August 14 - 28, 2021

11 am - 5 pm
Harpswell Centennial Hall
825 Harpswell Neck Road 

Everyone is most welcome -- free and open to the public

Pat Lawson
207-798-1828  

plawson@legacysir.com
Harpswell Resident | Glob al  Reach

Each Office is Independentaly Owned & Operated

Untitled-1   1 7/15/2021   4:44:00 PM

Harpswell in the World
News about Harpswell, from beyond the Anchor

A symbiotic relationship
 The Times Record report-
ed on a monthlong experiment 
at Bowdoin College’s Schiller 
Coastal Studies Center, on Orr’s 
Island, examining the relation-
ship between oysters and sea-
grass.
 The scientists behind the ex-
periment, both faculty and stu-
dents of the college, believe it 
will show that seagrass helps oys-
ters grow and vice versa. Oyster 
farmers could use the results to 
plan their farms, Schiller Coastal 
Studies Center Director David 
Carlon told the newspaper.

Exploring an explorer
 The Lewiston Sun Journal 
visited Eagle Island for a fea-
ture about what it calls “One 
of Maine’s lesser-known state 
parks,” the island home of Arc-
tic explorer Adm. Robert Peary. 
The piece notes that Peary and 
his family called the island their 
“promised land.”
 The island is a national histor-
ic landmark and a state historic 
site because of its connection to 
Peary, whom the National Park 
Service calls America’s foremost 
Arctic explorer. Peary “had his 
home’s exterior built to resemble 
a ship; the front lawn is edged 

stone that is shaped like the bow 
of a ship, and it faces north, sym-
bolic of Peary’s Arctic explora-
tions,” the newspaper reported.
 The Peary home and museum 
is closed this year due to mold, 
but the island and trails remain 
open. The island is about 2 miles 
south of Basin Point.

Absorbing the music
 Harpswell resident Brandon 
Andrusic won a contest through 
98.9 FM WCLZ to design the sta-
tion’s first “summer shirt.”
 Andrusic’s design depicts an 
octopus wearing headphones, 
with its tentacles around a vinyl 
record. The octopus is “cradling 
the vinyl album, but you could 
also sort of look at it as it’s acting 
like a DJ, or it’s its own record 
player and it’s got those wireless 
headphones … it’s absorbing the 
music,” Andrusic said in an on-
air interview with the station.
 The prize was $250 and a pack 
of shirts to share with family and 
friends. Sales of the shirt benefit 
the Maine Music Alliance, which 
WCLZ says will “continue to sup-
port our local music community 
through the lasting effects of the 
pandemic.”
 “Being able to see live music 
in person was definitely one of 
the things we missed the most,” 
Andrusic told the station. To buy 
a shirt, go to 989wclz.threadless.
com.
 WCLZ describes itself as an 
“anti-radio radio station” for the 
variety of music it plays — in-
cluding rock, blues, folk, country 
and jazz spanning six decades — 
and for initiatives like becoming 
the first carbon-neutral radio sta-
tion in the country. ⚓

Harpswell resident Brandon Andrusic’s winning entry in the 98.9 FM WCLZ summer 
shirt design contest. Sales of the shirts will benefit the Maine Music Alliance.

Are we there yet?  A sister and brother (Eva Tebbutt 
and Jaxon Brumet) complain their way through a long car ride 
as their parents (Shirley Bernier and Mose Price) attempt to find 
their destination during a rehearsal for “Leaving Iowa.” Harpswell 
Community Theater will perform the play at Centennial Hall from 
Aug. 6-8. (J.W. OLIVER PHOTO)
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Across
1. One of 690,000 watching in Lon-
don
5. Priggish person
10. They actually play in NJ
16. Oddly spelled greeting in some 
cat memes
17. Naval support ship
18. Works of art, collectively
19. Collect tariffs from a Harpswell 
island?
21. Judgment call in court?
22. Local shack namesake
23. Plaint of an octagenarian, may-
be
25. Tapping points
26. Bourbon maker Williams
28. Corp. shakeup
30. Be the leader of a Harpswell is-
land?

35. What prospectors were?
39. Pacific flyer
40. “America’s Got Talent” winner 
Shin
42. As a consequence
43. Butterfly machine target
44. Some reference books
47. Start of a Biblical palindrome
48. He may have a TA
50. Tourism slogan for food on a 
Harpswell island?
52. Poker giveaway
53. IRS preference
55. 48-Across offering
57. Sch. of Troy
58. Used product action
60. Forrest’s lieutenant
61. Hard to lift
63. Order from your boss, perhaps
65. Side of a Harpswell island that’s 

closer to Canada?
67. Isle whose adminstrative centre 
is Newport
69. [1-Down] d’___ (French Riv-
iera)
70. Tedious words, when repeated
73. Took to heart
76. Lawson, Mansell, or Farage
80. Don’t knuckle under
82. Absurd Harpswell island?
84. Part of a foot
85.1970s product originally called 
an “electric rifle”
86. Halyard or downhaul
87. Cheerleader cheer
88. Does in, as a dragon
89. Wayside stopovers

Down
1. Pigeon shelter
2. Overgrill
3. Place for a medallion
4. Organs
5. Macabre poet
6. Making angry
7. American beauty store chain
8. Consider
9. Trial partner
10. Response to “Say, know what 
the answer to this clue
is?”
11. The best is ___...
12. A Harpswell island and nothing 

more?
13. Fiore purchase, briefly
14. One of two common choices
15. Stage arrangements
20. Certain stogie
24. Tropical garland
27. Banded stone
29. Jon who is the current holder of 
the Jack Nicklaus Medal
30. Drake et al.
31. Charge from a website, say
32. Salade ___
33. Very happy
34. Bygone music player
36. Rarely cook?
37. Specialized knife
38. It can be ankle or thigh-high
41. Fine wool
45. Vegas ante?
46. Native ___ (1940 Richard 
Wright novel)
49. Harpswell island with no change 
in elevation?

51. It’s always in 3/4
54. Wells’s post-human race
56. Moved, as a painting
59. Bedtime on a school night, 
maybe
62. Knowable independent of expe-
rience
64. Word often overemphasized be-
fore “Ohio State University”
66. Surname in To Kill a Mocking-
bird
68. IQ measurers
70. Prison on a ship
71. Carson follower
72. Exec. helper
74. Soap brand or an old phone part
75. Frozen character
77. Tough enforcer
78. Its HQ is in Bristol, Conn.
79. They can be gross or fine in wine
81. Coral or Black, for example
83. Sr., jr., etc.

Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Baths

Small Space Storage Solutions
Built-ins & Bookcases

Hank Thorburn, Housewright & Heidi Thorburn

www.thor-construction.com -- 833-2803 -- Thorburn Lane, Harpswell

Contains 68 beautiful images
 of Harpswell

Support HHLT & HAH by ordering your copy 
at www.fuzepublishing.com/product/harpswell

All profits go to these two community organizations

Also available for purchase at local Harpswell stores
Make a tax-deductible gift of over 

$50.00 and let us know!

It’s August! 
Do you want your paper mailed to 
a different address this winter or 

throughout the year?

We accept checks made out to Holbrook Community Foundation (our 
fiscal sponsor), with “Harpswell News Project” in the memo.

Please mail to:
Harpswell News
P.O. Box 448
Harpswell, ME  04079

We also take credit cards
on-line:  harpswellanchor.org/donate

Make sure to write where and 

when you’d like your paper 

mailed

LOG CABIN
An Island Inn

Open for the season, through October 31

P.O. Box 410
Bailey Island, Maine 04003

207-833-5546
Fax 207-833-7858

www.logcabin-maine.com

MADE BY TYLER AND 
LEW HINMAN
 Tyler Hinman is a six-time 
American Crossword Puzzle 
Tournament champion. He won 
five consecutive tournaments 
from 2005-2009, with his sixth 
win coming in 2021. He was the 
youngest ever to win the title at age 
20.

 Hinman has constructed puz-
zles for The New York Times and 
The Wall Street Journal, among 
other publications. He was fea-
tured in the 2006 film “Word-
play,” a popular documentary 
about the American Crossword 
Puzzle Tournament. 
 He lives in San Francisco and 
works as a software/development 

engineer with Vouch, a compa-
ny focusing on insurance prod-
ucts for startup companies and 
entrepreneurs. His parents, Lew 
and Krista, live in South Harp-
swell. Lew wrote many of the 
clues for “Island Time,” a Harp-
swell-themed puzzle.
 Good luck and enjoy!

‘Island Time’: A Harpswell crossword puzzle
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the Orr’s and Bailey Islands Fire 
Department. The two soon be-
came friends.
 In 2017, Adams and her hus-
band vacationed in Florida and 
visited the Holowachs at their 
winter home in Naples. They liked 
Naples so much they bought a 
condominium there, so the cou-
ples saw each other in summer 
and winter. Janice and Julie would 
often walk on the beach in the 
mornings and talk — about art 
and theater, politics, books they 
had read. Julie convinced Janice to 
take up golf, while Janice recruited 
Julie to try paddleboarding.
 Adams remembers her friend 
as encouraging, energetic, gen-
erous, inclusive, optimistic and 
positive. Despite extraordinary 
success in her career as a fashion 
executive, she was humble and “al-
ways trying to be a better person” 
and make life better for others.
 “She had a real zest for life,” 
Adams said. “She wanted to make 
the most of every day.”
 The Holowachs relished re-
tirement. They loved to explore 
Maine on the back roads. “We 
used to go from Bailey Island all 
over, antiquing and going out to 
lunch and stuff,” Al said.
 Julie had played mahjong, the 
Chinese tile game, in New York 
and Florida. She soon started 
playing with three other women at 
the Orr’s-Bailey Yacht Club. “Now 
they have a mahjong club that my 
wife started down there,” Al said.
 The couple golfed together and 
Julie started a “Golf and Wine” 
group at the Brunswick Golf Club 
on Wednesday evenings. “Many 
women from the island now do it,” 
Al said.
 “She was my best friend,” he 

said. “We did everything together.”
 Julie’s athletic pursuits extend-
ed far beyond golf. A runner and 
triathlete, she would enter a 10K 
in Freeport every Fourth of July 
with next-door neighbor Jacque-
line McGee and another local 
woman. Julie would always beat 
them to the finish line.
 “We were very competitive 
with one another,” McGee said. “I 
could never beat her though.”
 When Julie wanted to know 
how to handle the Holowachs’ 
boat, she asked McGee to take a 
boating safety course with her. 
The course involved eight hours of 
classroom instruction in Portland 
on a Saturday. McGee said she 
didn’t have time, but Julie talked 
her into it.
 “She drives everyone along 
with her energy and enthusiasm,” 
McGee said.
 “She never backed off,” McGee 
added. “She did everything 100 
times better and faster than every-
one else.”
 Julie’s life on Bailey Island was 
more than boats and golf and 
mahjong at the yacht club. She 
was an active volunteer, preparing 
meals every week for Harpswell 
Aging at Home.
 “She always wanted to help 
people, no matter what,” Al said. 
After a theft at a business on Orr’s 
Island, she raised money to recoup 
its losses. She would help families 
in need, bring comfort to friends 
with terminal illnesses.
 “She was just everywhere doing 
everything for everybody,” York 
said.
 Julie prioritized her own family 
throughout her corporate career 
and busy retirement.
 “Her family was absolutely the 
most important thing to her,” said 
Addy Stricker. Stricker is engaged 
to Julie’s son Dean. They plan to 
wed at Mackerel Cove next Sep-
tember.
 “I only knew her for three 
years, but I felt like I knew her 
much longer,” Stricker said.
 With five children between 
them, Al and Julie established a 
rule that they would not meet 
their children’s boyfriends and 

girlfriends until a relationship had 
lasted six months. But Addy met 
Julie two weeks after she and Dean 
started dating.
 Despite the early introduction, 
Julie “saw that I was really import-
ant to Dean and she adopted me” 
as a member of the family, Stricker 
said. She called Julie caring and 
nonjudgmental, compassionate 
and kind.
 “I think everyone who met her 
fell in love with her immediately,” 
she said, including the whole is-
land.
 Stricker’s admiration of her fu-
ture mother-in-law grew as they 
spent more time together.
 Though Julie had retired long 
before they met, Stricker de-
scribed her as “probably the most 
hardworking person” she has ever 
known. Julie would rise before 
4 a.m. to train and would give 
much of her time to the commu-
nity. “She never sat down,” Stricker 
said.
 “She always encouraged other 
people to never limit themselves, 
to always strive for their goals,” 
Stricker said.
 Kate Wolf, of Orr’s Island, 
bonded with Julie over shared 
passions — golf and politics, as 
well as books.
 Julie liked to read contempo-
rary literary fiction — a favorite 
was the Italian novelist Elena Fer-
rante — and biographies of suc-
cessful women.
 In conversation, Wolf said, Ju-
lie had a unique ability to make 
the person she was talking to feel 
like the only person in the world.
 At the time of a phone inter-
view in July, Al had just come in 
from working in the gardens that 
Julie loved. “I keep that up for her,” 
he said.
 Boothbay landscape architect 
Bruce Riddell designed the gar-
dens. Riddell was a key designer of 
the Coastal Maine Botanical Gar-
dens, and Julie volunteered there 
too.
 Another of Julie’s loves was the 
water. She competed in and raised 
money for Tri for a Cure, a triath-
lon that brings in more than half 
of the Maine Cancer Foundation’s 

annual budget.
 On July 27, 2020, Julie was 
swimming with her daughter near 
the mouth of Mackerel Cove when 
a great white shark attacked and 
killed her.
 “She was swimming to keep in 
shape for that triathlon,” Al said. 
“She was always doing something 
for Mainers.”
 Adams said that while Julie was 
adventurous, she was also sensi-
ble. If she had thought it was dan-
gerous to swim in the ocean that 
day, she never would have gotten 
in the water.
 Media reports identified Julie 
as a resident of New York City, 
which miffed her island friends. 
“We were saying, ‘She’s not from 
New York, she’s from Harpswell!’” 
Adams said. “We were very pos-
sessive of her.”
 York, a Maine native, felt the 
same way. “No, she’s not a New 
York woman,” she remembers 

thinking. “This was her home.”
 Al wants the community to 
remember Julie as “a kind friend 
who would be willing to do any-
thing for anybody, and they 
wouldn’t even have to ask, she 
would reach out.”
 Adams said that at 63, Julie 
was younger than many of her 
Harpswell friends, but “she was a 
role model” who “will always have 
a positive impact on our lives.” 
When Adams and her friends 
encounter a problem now, they 
sometimes ask themselves, “What 
would Julie do?”
 Wolf described her friend as 
“sunshine in a human package.”
 “I miss her tremendously every 
day, still, because the loss to the 
community and her family and 
me personally is staggering,” Wolf 
said.
 Adams said she is not religious, 
but sometimes thinks Julie “was 
such a good person that she was 
taken from us for a bigger pur-
pose. … She was just, maybe, too 
good for this Earth.”
 To comfort herself, Adams 
sometimes reads the poem “On 
the Death of the Beloved,” by 
John O’Donohue. It reads, in 
part: “Whatever you enfolded in 
your gaze / Quickened in the joy 
of its being; / You placed smiles 
like flowers / On the altar of the 
heart.” ⚓

ACKME SURVEY
LAND SURVEYING

RTK GPS          DRONE

Frank@ackmesurvey.com

CALL 207-504-0280

As part of the Cundy’s Harbor Day celebration,
come join the fun at Holbrook’s Wharf

on Saturday, August 7th
Registration 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Crate Races starting at 1:00 p.m.
Dinghy Races starting around 1:30 p.m.
These events are open to all ages.  Cash prizes!

This is always an exciting day whether you’re watching from the shore or the wharf (while enjoying lunch or a drink) 
or participating in the races hoping for fame and a cash prize.       Sponsored by Holbrook Community  Foundation

LOBSTER

CRATE RACES
BLINDFOLDED

DINGHY RACES

Holowach
From Page 1

Janice Adams (left) and Julie Dimperio Holowach hold a paddleboard on the beach in Flori-
da. Friends remember Julie as athletic and adventurous, always ready for a new experience.



HARPSWELL ANCHOR · August 2021 [ 23 ]

 Hours: open daily, serving lunch and dinner 11 am - 8 pm 

O B I T U A R I E S

The Collins family
invites the Harpswell 

community to a

Memorial Service
to celebrate the life of
Richard W. Collins Sr.

August 14, 2021
11 am

Elijah Kellogg Church
917 Harpswell Neck Rd.

Capt. Norman ‘Paco’ Smith
12/2/34 - 7/15/21
 On Thursday, July 15, 2021, Capt. 
Norman “Paco” Smith of Harpswell 
passed away at the age of 86.
 Norman was born December 2, 
1934 in Boston, Massachusetts. He at-
tended the St. Andrew’s School, where 
he earned a well-deserved reputation 
as a prankster, before graduating from 
the United States Naval Academy in 
1956. He served eleven years in the U.S. 
Navy, primarily as an officer aboard 
diesel-electric submarines, a subject 
that he would remain passionate about 
his whole life. Norman’s naval career in-
cluded active duty in the Vietnam War 
during which he participated in three 
campaigns.
 After leaving the Navy, Norman 
continued his maritime career, nota-
ble for the fact that he worked both 
as an engineering and deck officer. 
He served as the engineer-in-charge 
aboard vessels laying long lines un-
dersea cables and oversaw the laying 
of the sixth transatlantic cable for 
AT&T. Norman then worked for 
Energy Transportation Corporation, 
first as the Master of the LNG GEM-
INI and, later, as Master of the LNG 
LEO, both 100,000 ton, 936 foot 
tankers carrying liquified natural 
gas. Norman’s career in the merchant 
marine included regularly dodging 
both monsoons and modern-day 
pirates. He conducted several res-
cues at sea, saving over a hundred 
lives, rescuing both mariners in dis-

tress as well as refugees adrift in the 
South China Sea. For his efforts he 
was commended by the U.S. Mar-
itime Administration, received the 
Mary Patten Valiant Ship award in 
1990, the prestigious Admiral of The 
Ocean Sea Award in 1989 and again 
in 1993, as well as a commendation 
from the United Nations Commis-
sioner for Refugees.
 Paco loved steam engines and tall 
ships, playing the bagpipes—often far 
too early in the morning—and was a 
master ship modeler with work both 
in private collections and on display at 
the Maine Maritime Museum. He was 
known for his quiet sense of humor 
and ability to fix nearly anything.
 He is survived by his wife, Dawna, 
his stepson, Bradford Bowman (wife, 
Stephanie), and their two daughters, 
Elin and Ingrid Bowman, his brother, 
Jerry, his nieces, Maria Enlow and Nina 
Madoo, and his nephew, Michael. 

Janet (Robbins) Foley
3/5/34 - 2/22/21
 Janet R. Foley, 86, of Harpswell 
(Bailey Island), Maine, was received by 
the Lord on February 22, 2021 after a 
period of declining health due to Alz-
heimer’s disease. She was born March 
5, 1934 in Pepperell, MA, the youngest 
daughter of Lyman F. (L.F.) and Mary 
(Parker) Robbins. After high school, 
she married Wesley Hills and they had 
two sons, Todd and Kim. 
 Throughout her life, Janet was ac-
tive, energetic, and involved. While 
raising her family in Pepperell, Janet 

directed the church choir, coached 
youth basketball and was involved 
in her church and with various town 
committees, including the Pepperell 
Conservation Trust and Bicentennial 
committee. She was instrumental in 
curating her father Lyman’s vast col-
lection of Pepperell historical materials 
and writings and donating it to the 
Lawrence Memorial Library to be pre-
served and enjoyed by others. 
 Janet loved the outdoors and cher-
ished time with family at her parents’ 
camp on Lake Potanipo in Brookline, 
New Hampshire, and at her family’s 
tiny camp in Gouldsboro, Maine. She 
loved to garden and explore the woods 
and the coast – ever curious and ob-
servant.
 A Pepperell High School reunion 
in 1985 changed the course of Janet’s 
life when she was re-introduced to 
former classmate and recently retired 
U.S. Coast Guard Captain, Larry Fo-
ley. They were married in 1987, and 
soon moved to Bailey Island, where 
they lived life to the fullest for 30 years. 
They loved their  island life and de-
veloped rich friendships with people 
there who became like family to them. 
Janet was active in the island church, 
directing the choir for many years, the 
Library Hall Mingo Club and other 
community organizations. She and 
Larry enjoyed traveling, camping, and 
motorcycling on their BMW through-
out Maine and Canada. 
 Janet was predeceased in 2018 
by her beloved husband of 31 years, 
Lawrence (Larry) Foley, in 2015 by her 
son, Todd Hills of Pepperell, MA, and 
by her sister Flora (Robbins) Lawler in 
1998.
 Janet leaves behind her beloved son 
Kim Hills and wife Cathy of Newport 
News, VA; her sister Elaine (Robbins) 
Krol of Pepperell; 9 grandchildren and 
4 great-grandchildren; step-children 
Tom Foley and  wife Lori of Green-
wood, Virginia; Karen Balicki and 
husband John of Brunswick, Maine; 

Patrick Foley of Bisbee, Arizona; and 
Wendy Foley of Lewiston, ME; as well 
as many nieces and nephews, and her 
very special ‘Bailey Island Family.’

David Russell Sparks Sr. 
10/18/34 – 5/28/21
 David Russell Sparks Sr., husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, good 
friend and neighbor passed away with 
hospice and comfort care at his home 
after a brief illness. 
 A talented artist, bird carver and 
boat builder, he based his paintings on 
the beautiful coast of Maine as well as 
all the places that he and his wife Sarah 
travelled over the many happy years of 
their marriage. He was born October 
18, 1934 to Marie Russell Merriman 
Sparks and William M. Sparks Sr. He 
spent most of his life in Harpswell in 
a home on the coast that he and Sar-
ah built together. Recently they had 
moved to Topsham to be nearer to 
medical care.
 After college, David and his broth-
er Bill continued to own and operate 
Sparks Plumbing and Heating that 
was founded by their grandfather and 
father in the 1940s.
 He served in the US Army, was a 
member of the Kellogg Congregation-
al Church, the Merriconeag Grange, 
the Masons and a cause dearest to his 
heart: the Harpsell Neck Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Department as a cap-
tain.
 He is survived by his wife of for-
ty-three years, Sarah Alexander Coffin 
Sparks, sons Davis Sparks Jr. and Jef-

frey Sparks; stepsons Jon “Buff” Coffin 
and Brian Coffin and Brian’s wife Ma-
rie Plourde Coffin; brother William 
Sparks Jr. and several grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by a daughter, 
Lynn Sparks Reid who passed away 
July 2020. 
 David was a long-time member of 
the Harpswell Neck Fire and Rescue, 
having joined the group as a junior 
fireman in his teens. Although he 
found success as a plumber with his 
brother Bill, his first love was as an 
artist. He found joy and fulfillment in 
painting the beautiful coast of Maine, 
especially the Harpswell area. He took 
great pride in building from scale fish-
ing and lobster boats that are so famil-
iar along our coast.
 He had a life-long love for the out-
doors and nature and was never able 
to hunt against one he had carved or 
painted a small bird or wild duck. He 
especially loved loons and puffins and 
he shipped many of these carvings to 
distant areas including Canada, Ger-
many, Florida and California. 
 After moving to Topsham for med-
ical reasons, he missed Harpswell and 
all the old gang at the firehouse. It was 
his wife to return once more with all his 
old friends. Please join us for a remem-
brance of his life on August 15th at the 
newly renovated Harpswell Neck Fire 
Station (1430 Harpswell Neck Road) 
from 2 to 4 pm. There will be a display 
of his work including a model boat, 
several bird carvings and a few of his 
paintings. A raffle for one of his origi-
nal watercolors will be held to benefit 
the fire department. The family has 
also donated one of his paintings to be 
hung in the new office at the building. 
Refreshments will be served. Please 
come and share a few minutes of love, 
laughter and friendship.
 Memorial donations may be made 
in David’s honor to the Harpswell 
Neck Fire Department, P.O. Box 8, 
Harpswell, Maine. 04079.
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27 Little Crow Point, Harpswell - ‘’Crows Nest’’ 
in Harpswell offers the very best of coastal Maine 
living. This Classic Maine home boasts an intimate 
waterfront setting where the ocean views from within 
are effortless and expansive from virtually every room. 
There is expansive outdoor space, a generous south 
facing deck leading from the living room takes you 
directly to the private dock with power & water at the 
float, or from the ‘’crows nest’’, enjoy dramatic 360 
degree elevated vistas and eye level viewing of the 
numerous osprey and eagles that frequent Little Crow 
Point. A very unique, distinctive, and rare offering. 
SOLD

55 East Cundys Point Road, Harpswell - It’s 
a summertime dream spot! Easily one of East 
Harpswell’s best waterfront properties with sunrise 
views overlooking Bear Island and vast seascapes 
south, out to open ocean. Add a private, protected 
pocket beach - and you have found paradise. It’s the 
best of both worlds with bold ocean frontage, rugged 
ledges to explore and quiet, sandy shores. The wrap 
around deck provides sun and shade and a view from 
every chair. Count the lobster boats as they go by - 
you’ll get to know the rhythm of the tides and ‘’traffic’’ 
coming and going from Cundy’s Harbor and the New 
Meadows. It’s a memory making spot! $1,669,000

54 High Head Road, Harpswell - With over 11 acres 
of private meadows and forest, 54 High Head boasts 
long views over the tranquil Mill Cove. Two separate 
lots give the ability to build a guest house for friends 
or family. Access to the coveted Yacht Club provides 
great deep water access for boaters, and with over 
300 feet of frontage there is a possibility of a private 
dock off your doorstep. Southerly exposure ensures 
ample natural light throughout the day. In the evening 
you can enjoy spectacular crimson sunsets reflecting 
off of the eastern shore of Mill Cove. With a first floor 
master bedroom and ensuite, this spacious cape 
provides easy first floor living. $1,300,000

0 Leeman Road, Harpswell - Exceptional waterfront 
lot in the heart of the village area of Orr’s and Bailey 
Island.  Forever views south and east over Casco Bay 
and its island, elevated building site to look out over 
your private dock with boathouse.  The boathouse 
offers opportunity for group functions and events 
right on the dock. $989,000

0 Henry Creek Way, Harpswell - Quiet neighborhood 
with ocean access to Ewin Narrows. You’ll appreciate 
all the opportunities to recreate with close by nature 
trails maintained by the local land trust and water 
access for swimming or small boating. This 2 acre 
lot delivers westerly views over the Henry Creek salt 
marsh while its elevated site enjoys beautiful sunsets. 
Close to Brunswick, yet low Harpswell taxes make 
this one of the most attractive buildings sites on the 
market. $110,000

Lot 3 Big Wood Island, Phippsburg - “Island Time” 
1 acre house site and 1/6 interest in 33 acres of 
common conservation land on this 39 acre just a 
short boat ride from the mainland.  Enjoy the island’s 
3,000 fee of waterfront with picket beaches, emerald 
forest, bold cliffs and ledges.  Building site offers 
expansive views. $179,000

Offices in Harpswell, Brunswick, and Portland

SOLD Under Contract
Under Contract


